SYSTON LARK. 


te ; 


ER Ta 
*\ a j ey. 1 hea i 4. +o 
ey PEE AS og on Sa IE A 


z 


MM ei be 


ek 
Ro 


Was) mAh EI 
* Arnd} 


vf ce . RE com t 
ur! = 


H 1S T‘OsRyY 
GREENLAND: 


CONTAINING 
A DESCRIPTION 
| RR: 
THE COUNTRY, 
a * AND 
iTS INHABITANTS: 


AND PARTICULARLY, 


u 


A Rerarıon of the Mission, carried on for above 
thefe Thirty Years by the Unitas FRATRUM, 
“AT | 


New Herrnyutru and LicHTenrELs, in that Country. 


By DAVID CRANTZ. 


Tranflated from the H1cuH-Durcu, and illuftrated with 
‘ Maps and other Copper-plates. - 


% 


LON DON; 
Printed for the Brethren’s SocıeETrY for the Furtherance of the 
_ GosPEL among the HEATHEN: 

And fold by J. DopsLesr, in Pall-mall; T. BECKET and 
P. A. ve Honpr; and T. Ro, Succeflor to 
A. MILLAR, in the Strand; W. SanpBy, in 
“Jeet-fireet; S. BLADON, in Pater-nolter-row ; 

E. and C. Ditiy, in the Poultry; and at 
all the BRETHREN’S CHAPELS. 
MDCCLXVIIL 


| 


\ 5? 


Ben in it a's 

iota at fr a4 3 i oe ER 
| R eehad so er I 
ga a Be 


ont} Ne 


Hy Ri 


x 
” 


Reden Rael Sun: wee 
"a ae: Fe ‘ . 


N 


EN ne GEN Kt 
Tiina 


are MER si; 


Hr 


Ayo 
aan De the bee ' ee tH ie Mak DAS EN 
en 3 Fo. hae oe Fir an i 
* Ss vr R i ur Ly 
2 a Fer 


“3! “ tr ioe 


Di ey 
1°. 


A 
0 sah nai eth 


RE 4k 


4 ler ir u Pr 
u 


i rh % Ny t 
ue Nerve. Ba. ts " YI25% 


iR) Ba BS 5 ae 


sige eee 
1.1.80, Bie weed ahd 
ie ke 


GREENLAND. 


Li Oey 2 ae ONE A 


The fecond Period of tke Brethren’s Million, from 


the firß Vifitation in 1740, till they got a Church 
built in 1747. 


/ 


THE EIGHTH YEAR 1740. 


§ 1. 


HE Reafon why I begin a new period with 
this year is, becaufe the fucceeding years per- 
ceptibly vary from the former, as well in the 
miffionaries own manner of thinking and 


-aéting, as in the effets of it on the converfion of the 


Heathen. | 
They had formed the following remarkable conclu- 
fion in their covenant-articles of the year 1735 *. 
“ The grand object among us fhall be Jefus Gin, 


‘ and the grand doétrine the purification from all our 


a 


© fins through his blood fhed upon the crofs, and his 

“© being the caufe and fource of eternal falvation to all 

€ that believe in him; this we will teftify by our word 
# See An, 1735, 8 & 

Vor. II, A $$ and 
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<< and walk, according to the power God fhall give us, 
‘¢ attd by this we will endeavour to bring the heathen 
<¢ to the obedience of faith.” But yet their Diary pre- 
fents us with fufficient tokens, that this fundamental 
article was not always duly eyed in their labour among 
the heathen, or, as they expreffed themfelves a little 
before, their fincere refolves did not rightly fucceed in the 
execution, for want of unanimity : and whoever has read 
the preceding period with attention, muft have obferved, 
that with a very good méaning according to what they 
“knew, they, in inftru€ting the heathen, moftly made 
ufe of fuch a method, which, though it feems a priorz 
and in thefis to be the moft reafonable, yet @ pofleriori and 
in practice has“proved to be not only fruitlefs towards 
the true converfion of the heathens, but alfo frequently 
a hindrance and hurt. On the other hand the reader 
muft have obferved, that the gofpel concerning the Crea- 
tor’s becoming ‘man, in order to redeem his fallen hu- ~ 
man creatures, and his purchafing and winning them 
with his own precious blood, ‘and with his innocent fuf- 
fering and dying, flew and kindled like a fire from the 
Lord in the heart of a perfectly ignorant heathen, mol- 
lified his obdurate mind, illuminated his dark fpirit, and 
brought his dead heart to life; and therefore it is obvi- 
ous, that this well-tried method,namely the fumple relation 
and profitable application of the meritorious Incarnation, 
life, paffion and death of Jefus, had the beft and moft 
infallible. effe€t upon the heart of the heathens. It is 
certain, there had been many viciffitudes in point of the 
method till ‘this year, and the confequences had been 
as various too. But the more experience made them 
wife, and the more they were led, from the effects to 
the caufe, the more intent they became to know nothing 
. among the heathen but Jefus Chrift and him crucified, 
‚and the more they found that the gofpel is a power of 
God, capable of vanqutfhing the moft wild and ftupid’ 
favages. © | 
They had lately feen fome little fruit of their labour, 
I mean Samuel Kaiarnak and his family, and would have 
reckoned all their paft toils richly repaid with thofe four 
fouls, if they had not beheld their flight with grief, and 
with the uncertainty of ever getting them again; 2 
. ‚tner 
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ther did there appear much ground to hope that their 
lofs would be: foon fupplied by others. However in the 

enfuing period the true awakening of the Greenlanders 

rightly commenced, and the number of the baptized 

encreafed more fpeedily than any one expected. 

Befides, their outward circumftances took a more fa- 
vourable turn, and from this time forward they were 
furnifhed fo far with what was neceflary for their bo- 
dily fubfiftence, that they were no more expofed to the 
trying alternative of ftarving, or abandoning their poft 
to the reproach of the truth; and not only fo, but fome 
things which had before brought them into perplexity, 
were eafed or abrogated by a gracious royal refcript." 


§ 2. 


Therefore I could do no other than begin a new pe- 
riod with this year. The bleffed alteration in regard to 
the work of converfion, is to be attributed, partly to 
the Vifitation of the refpectable brother Andrew Graj]- 
man *, who brought alfo a new affiftant John Schneider 
with him; and partly to an ufeful vifit the eldeft mif- 
fionaty made to Germany; by which means the bre- 
thren in Greenland got an opportunity of growing them- _ 
felves in the faving knowledge and experience of the all- 
fufGcient merits of our dear Redeemer, which the Bre- 
thren’s Church had made a very fenfible progrefs in 
fince the year 1734 [3 and confequently alfo in treating 
with the Greenlanders, they now urged more the free 
grace in the blood of the Lamb, than the laborious and 
yetmoftly fruitiefs learning of many truths, needlefsat leaft 
“ * Brother Wenceflaus Neiffer bad been difpatched the foregoing year on 
a vifitation of the Greenland brethren. But the. fhip’s crew would not 
land him at Ball’s-River, according to the inftruetions of their owner, but 
would firft go to trade at Difko.. Here the ship was taken away, and Neif- 


fer was obliged to return in another {hip without executing the commiflion 
he was charged with. . 

f That hymn, efa, our glorious head and chief, &c. is a fair monu- 
ment of this. Concerning this matter the Count writes as follows : 
“ The neceffity of the Death of Jefus, gave me an opening or key into 
“ the whole do€trine of falvation, which I made the firft happy trial of 
€ upon my own heart, and the hearts of my dear brethren and fellow-la- 
© bourers, And fince 1734, the propitiatory Offering of Jefus has been 
«€ our proper, our public, and fole fubjeét, our univerfal antidote againft 
“ all evil in doétrine and praétice, and thus it will abide to all eternity.”’ 
See the Preface to the Buding-Collestions, 
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to beginners, and which could either not be rightly com’ 
prehended on account of their multiplicity, or not duly 
ufed and improved for want of true life and power firik 
obtained through the blood of Jefus. _ - | 

But as I find nothing very particular recorded of this . 
vifitation, (there being indeed no labour to be mentioned 
on baptized Greenlanders, -becaufe there were none 
then, and as to the bleffing and benefit it was of to the 
miffionaries themfelves, that was a matter rather to be 
pondered in the filence of the heart than to be defcribed 
in words; ) therefore I fhall only fubjoin thus much con- 
cerning it: The two brethren abovementioned, who 
were natives of Moravia, arrived quite unexpected in a 
Dutch fhip May 20. The captain was obliged to land 
them thirty-two leagues off from Goodhope, and the 
brethren were obliged to fetch all their provifion from 
the fame diftance. This was attended with many dan= ~ 
gerous circumftances. As they could not take all at 
once, the captain attempted to advance a little nearer to 
their place, and kept three of them on board, but after- — 
ward the {new and contrary wind kept him off at fea. 

- At laft they were obliged to. take their ftores out of the 
{hip into the boat on the open fea, and to unload them 
again at the next ifland, where they waited a week for 

_ better weather, and at the end of all narrewly efcaped 
being loft on a funken rock. 

After a bleffed abode of ten weeks, Andrew Grafiman 
returned to Germany by way of Copenhagen, and took 
the eldeft miffionary Matthew Stach with him on a vifit 
to the congregation. But I fhould have faid, that they 
firft were prefent at the marriage of the fecond miflio- 
nary, Frederic Boehnifb +, with young Ann Stach; and 

_juft while they were at dinner, they had rapt! to fee 
the Arftling Samuel, whefe return had looked very du- — 
bious to many, come quite chearful back again. | 


§ 3: 
With refpe& to the labour among the heathen, it had 
‘but a poor afpect in the beginning of the year. It is 
true, there Was often a ftirring among them, efpecially 


+ His colleague John Beck had been joined in matrimony a couple of 
years before with Rofina Stach. | ad 
when 


{ 
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when they told them fomething of the Lord Jefus and 


his fufferings ; but the hearts of very few were through~ _ 


ly roufed out of death. Many withftood the truth, par- 
ticularly if they were reprehended for any thing. ‘Thus 
when a certain woman, that was caught in a lie, was 
told, that at this rate fhe would not go to God, but to 
the father of lies; fhe anfwered with great impudence, 
that fhe had no mind to go to God, nor to hearken to 
his word. As foon as the feverity of the winter was 
paft, moft of them went away, though they were not 
compelled to it by want, and in April the reft followed 
them. At that time the brethren wrotethus: ‘* Our 
«< Lord only knows what part of the feed we have fcat- 
‚€ tered among them this winter, will remain in their 
£© hearts. _ It is undeniable that the confcience of one 
** and another has been touched; but the power of 
“© darknefs is ftill too flrong for them’*. At taking 
< leave we exhorted them, not to forget what they had 
*© heard, but to think of it often, and to embrace the 
“ grace tendered them, that their hearts might be truly 
“ converted. “They parted from us in peace, and, as 
© fome of them faid, with a heavy heart. We pitied 
© the poor children the moft; they had learnt very 
*¢ prettily this winter, and had a particular love for us; 
$* we would gladly have kept them, if the parents would 
** have confented,. We gave them their reading-books 
* with them, in which we had wrote fome prayers and 
«many little exhortations; and as fome of them 
“<< could read, we bid them read it to the others. 
<< The heathen for fevera] leagues: round about us have 
« alfo been vifited, as often as wind and weather would 
‘© permit. ‘The effect of it is but fmall at prefent, yet 
_ * now and then fome of them come and beg as to vifit 
—* them foon again. O that grace may but once truly 
“© feize and foften their hearts ! It is not impofible 
* to the Lord. He can call that which is not, and 
ale ante bet... * ve“ CE 


* However, the brethren found afterwards, in vifiting them, a:per- 
ceptible difference between thefe and the other heathens, not only in their 
knowledge and readinefs to learn, but alfo in their walk. And the ape 
proaching harveft will demonftrate, that they did not fow in vain. 
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$4 . | 


Void and fruitlefs. as all now feemed'to be, yet very | 


foon after, this their wifh began to tend towards its com- 
pletion. The firft joy with which they were regaled, 
was the already-mentioned ‘return of Samuel Kajarnak 
after a year’s abfence; and he not only returned fafe, 
and without having fuftained any harm to his foul, “but 


alfo brought his brother and his family with him, to i 


gain whom had been the chief aim of his expedition, 
He ftepped unexpectedly into the room while they were 


_ keeping the wedding-dinner of the miffionary Boehnifh, 
and not only filled the brethren with fo much the greater | 


joy, as they had almoft given him up, but alfo caufed the 
guefts then prefent a pleafing furprize, to fee the firft 
‘ Greenlander in whom grace prevailed fo much, that 
amidft all the temptations of the favages he had remain- 
ed faithful, and had even laboured on their fouls. He 
told us, that all he had heard here, he had made known 
to the heathens in the fouth; that at firft they heard it 
with pleafure and wonder; but when after a whilethey 
were tired of it, and turned it all to ridicule and levity, 
then he retired in ftillnefs, purfued his foul’s edification 
with our Saviour alone, and kept every day an hour of 
prayer with his family. Towards the latter part hé 
longed very much to be with: us again, and now he 
could not poffibly leave us any more, becaufe even in 
his abfence he had felt, how much we loved his and his 
family’s. fouls. He had left his fon a year longer among 
his friends, in hopes that it would prove an opportunity 
for them alfo’'to come hither and hear the gofpel. 
But now there was alfo another perfon that increafed 


the brethren’s joy, and that was a young woman that 


inceflantly entreated them to take her into their fervice, 
as fhe had nobody to take care of her, However, as 
they could perceive no true defire in her after the word 
of life, but fuppofed fhe had nothing but temporal views, 
they fhewed her fome kindnefles and difmifled her. After 
fome time fhe came again, and complained with tears 
. that fhe could not hold out any longer among the hea- 
then, who all defpifed her and fell hard upon her, be- 


caufe fhe could not join in their ways any longer, as her - 


whole 


~ 


i 
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whole defire was, to be conyerted.. Upon this they took 
her in at the colony, where fhe continued with the Da- 
nifh miffionary,. earneftly fupplicating for grace; fhe in- 
creafed fo faft in the moft neceflary knowledge,, that he 
baptized her before the end of the year. Me, 
‘The third comfortable inftance was a young. woman 
in New-Herrnhut, who was alfo very much laid hold of, 
and fpoke.of the value of grace to all that would hear 
her, but more efpecially to the children, She did not 
want for contempt and oppofition, Among the reit, 
they once bid her hold her tongue, adding that, when 
they hearkened to her and reflected upon that matter, 
they grew fick ; they meant, that they felt an uneafinefs 
‘in their hearts, which was difagreeable to them. But 
fhe replied, that when fhe was er {he was made well 
by prayer,  «_. AR : 

Concerning the fourth joyful inftance, I find fome- 
thing more noted down ‚here and there, and will con, 
cifely collect the Brethren’s own words in one view 
« In one Greenland houfe, where all the reft were {till 
«© dead and full of oppofition, there was one young wo- 
«© man called Pufimek, who was very much affected. 
“ One-time, when we were fpeaking at a meeting, fhe 
«© held her hands before her face to hide her tears, and 
«© fecretly fighed, O Lord! let thy light break through 
© the very thick darknefs. Another time we faw her 
© kneeling behind a rock, and only heard the following 
“ words: O God, thou knoweft that Lam very much 
corrupted from our firft parents, have mercyon me! 
« When fhe was afterwards afked what fhe was about: 
«€ ‘there, fhe anfwered : Becaufe I now. begin to believe, 1 
pray every day in fecret to.God tobe gracious to me. 
Upon this fhe was taken under more exprefs inftruc- 
«€ tion, and once when fhe was directed to ftedfaftnefs 
“© and continuance in prayer, fhe herfelf began to weep 
“ and pour forth the following ejaculations: O Jefus, 
“© my heart is very much corrupted, O make me truly 
“€ humbled and grieved about it, becaufe thou wilt have 
“ itfo; take away the bad thoughts from me, and form 
« my heart fo, that it may be pleafing to thee. And as 
I know but little of thy word as yet, give me thy Spi- 
rit to inftrudt me.” The reft of the people of the 

A 4 “¢ houfe 
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houfe where fhe lived, were put to fhame and touch- 
ed with the example of this damfel, and yet had no 
inclination to follow it; therefore they hated her, and, 
contrary to the cuftom of the Greenlanders, treated 
her very fharply, and would fcarce allow her to go 
any more to the mectings ; and when they removed 
their habitation, fhe was obliged to follow them, 
though fhe would have been very glad to have ftaid. 
But in a few days fhe came again, and entreated us _. 
to take her into our fervice, and afterwards could ne- 


ver be prevailed on by good nor bad words to leave her 


teachers. | 
‘¢ One could perceive a particular defire in this perfon 
to experience the power of Jefus’s blood. She was 
never weary of hearing of it, and foon began to con- 
fefs and fpeak of it. before others. When any hea- 


‘thens came on a vifit, fhe went among them direäly, 


and, whether afked or not, told them why fhe lived 
here, what fhe had already experienced by the tefti- 
mony of Jefus’s fufferings, and how fhe wanted to bea 


" partaker of all the bleffings treafured up in it. By this - 
‘ always fome, and now and then perfe& ftrangers, 


were very much affected. ‘Therefore fhe was taken 
into a more immediate preparation for baptifm, and, - 
we endeavoured to give her a right conception of the, 
inftitution, defign and operation of this holy facra- 
ment. And now her fteady declaration was, that 
fhe no more believed that Jefus is the friend of finners. 
becaufe we had told her fo, but becaufe fhe expe- 
rienced it in her own heart. Now as we had dif- 


‘covered in her a moft ardent longing after the blood 


of fprinkling and the energy of Jefus’s death, and as 


‘ fhe had repeatedly uttered her gat defire for bap- 


tifm ; therefore on the 30th of Oétober fhe was bap- 
tized in the name of the holy Trinity, andthe name 
Sarah was given her. Many Greenlanders were pre- 
fent, moft of whom were moved by the power of the 
Lord, and fome beheld and heard with tears. Blefled 
be God for this time of grace!” 7 a 


I 
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a 5. 
Through this there commenced a new ftirring among 
‘the Greenlanders. Many had a defire excited in them 
to become fo happy as thefe their country-people, and 
begged to be often vifited. The Brethren alfo endea- 
* voured to make the example and teftimony of thefe firft- 
fruits of fervice to others, and took them fometimes 
with them to the heathens, to convince them by living \ 
epiftles that the word of the crofs is the power of God 
unto falvation to all them that believe, and that it has 
efficacy enough to new-mould their hearts, minds, tem- 
pers and all faculties. Neither was it in vain. ‘They 
bore witnefs to the grace that our Saviour has purchafed 
for all men by his blood, and which they had now 
experienced in their own hearts, and this they did with 
fuch franknefs and fpirit that the infidels themfelves 
were amazed. Moft of them were touched, and fome 
‘were fully convinced that they were finners, and flood 
in need of the blood of Jefus; which otherwife was 
fo hard for them to believe. An old grey-headed man 
faid, that the name of Jefus was impreiled on his heart, 
and that wherever he was, he was always thinking 
Fefuna! i. e. O Jefus | which word he had heard fome- 
times in prayer. _ The brethren expatiated further upon 
it, and counfelled him to call continually upon this faving 
name in all places, and then life would be imparted to him. 
- Another time when the brethren had travelled: alone 
feveral leagues fouth to the heathen that had lived with. 
them the precedin year, and who had at fundry times 
defired them to vifit them, they write, ** Our Saviour. 
“ gave entrance to our.teftimony, and there was fcarce 
< one difcourfe held during thefe five days, that did not 
“© touch fome of their hearts. We fee vilibly that the 
<< Lord is arifen to build up his Zion here in Green- 
“ Jand alfo, which has fo long lain wafte. In the 
<¢ mean time Samuel frequently kept hours for prayer 
«¢ at home with the Greenlanders, neither hath Sarah 
<< been inactive among her fex and the children. “But 
“ efpecially if there are any that are laid hold of by 
** srace, fhe enters into frequent eonverfations with 
<< them about the ftate of their hearts, directs them, with 
$° all their mifery, according to her own experience, to 
' bs r * 2 ws N . ar A es “cs the 
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<< the Lamb of God that taketh away the fin of the 
% world, and in fhort fecks all occafions to gain fome- 
& thing with the talent entrufted to her.” — Ber 

The heathens alfo that came from remote places and 
vifited them, went away with a blefled impreffion of the 
‘converted Greenlanders teftimony. In June many 

Southlanders came hither as they pafled by. The bre- 
thren could: not rightly learn the place of their abode 

which was very far off and poffibly quite on the eatt . 

ide) becaufe they could not perfectly underftand their 
dialect, which they lengthen out in a’kind of rye 
tone. The account of the crucified Jefus, and his love 
to all men, was quite new and incomprchenfible to 
them ; yet they were not averfe toit, but heard all with 
eagerneis. In Auguft many Northlanders pitched their 
tents by the brethren for fome. days, {Though thefe 
fuppofed, they ‘firmly believed all that was told them 

(for they were not perfectly ignorant before) yet they — 
were often touthed when the brethren ‘told them of the 
right ftate dfa foul that really believes in Jefus and loyes 
him. They were particularly very ftill and much 
ftruck, when Samuel or Puflimek (the latter being not 
yet baptized) gave them an account of their converfion.. 
‘They wondered moft of all at their prayers; they ima- 
gined they had learnt them by heart, and would fan 
have learnt them too. But they told them, they muft‘ 
firft learn to know their mifery, and when they came to 
feel that, want and diftrefs would ‘teach them how to 
fpread their defires from ‘the bottom. of their heart before 
our Saviour. ue sii id betas. 

A good many came alfo from time to time from the 
adjacent iflands on a vifit for feveral days; ‘and this was, 
never without fome effect. ‘The brethren converfed Fre- 
quently with them, and the interview was commonly, 
concluded by one of the awakened’ ones with a warm 
exhortation or prayer, at which the favages often “laid 
their hand upon their mouth as a token of their, 
wonder. | ein 


1 , Lay > 

"Towards winter the little flock of Greenlanders that, 
were in fearch of falvation, was increafed with another 
family. 
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family. The brethren now. regulated their meetings 
anew, and chofe to abridge themfelves of part of their 
own ufual private edification, in order to ‘gain more 
time for inftructing the heathen. For this end they 
_ began to tranflate the Harmofiy of the four evangelifts 
into Greenlandifh, in which work Samuel and Sarah 
rendered them (great fervice, and enjoyed many a blefl- 
ing for their own hearts. AThe’brethren obferved, that 
they ufed expreffions, ‘efpecially in their prayers, which 
it would ‘have been impoflible to have found out by the 

rules of grammar. ‘They therefore always took good 
notice of fuch, and learnt to /peak from their believing 
Greenlanders, after thefe had learnt to think from 
them. A : 
In teaching thefe two perfons, a! endeavoured to 
acquaint them of all the truths neceffary to falvation, 
becaufe’they were in a capacity of labouring upon others, 
and had often more opportunity than their teachers, of 
introducing fomething profitable among the favages. 
They particularly difcovered a very lively active fpirit in 
Samuel. ‘He feldom omitted an opportunity of bearing 
his teftimony before the Greenlanders, and confirmed 
it by his exemplary walk. As he was once upon a 
journey, he was invited’by the natives to a dance at the 
fun-feaft, and to rejoice with them at the return of the 
fun; but he gave them this anfwer, ““ [have now | 
*¢ another kind of joy, ‘becaufe another Sun, namely . 
«© Jefus, is arifen in my heart. Neither have I 
6€ any time for it, for I muft haften to my teachers, 
« who will foon have a great feftival, to rejoice that 
** the Creator of all things was born into ‘the world as 
© a poor child to redeem us.” He uttered fuch a dif- 
courfe upon this fubjeét, as amazed them all; as his 
brother, who alfo concurred with him therein, told us. 
Yet when he was to go away, the favages made another 
trial, and would have him come only once to a dance 
fome other time, becaufe he had been always a great 
matter in this art; but he replied: “ They fhould rather 
« Jay to heart what he had told them, for he was quite 
' & in earneft.” His brother, who is lately come to feel 


his mifery and to long for grace, exprefled himfelf to 
them in the fame mariner. | 
N | | $7- 
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There were alfo traces, of a work of grace among. the 
_reft of the Greenland inhabitants, though attended with 
many viciflitudes. It was the fame among the baptized. 
Anna, Samuel’s wife, being ence dangeroufly fick, 
was afked, whether fhe was {till afraid of death like the 
reift of the Greenlanders? fhe anfwered, “ No, I know 
_ © well that I am very defe&tive and-ftill tardy, but yet, 
<< I truft our Saviour will take me to himfelf in mercy,” 
And during her ficknefs,. fhe.often prayed to our Saviour 
‘by day and night fromthe bottom of her heart. One 
might:almoft fay, that her hufband prayed her well; for 
he had a ftrenuous and ftedfaft faith which no obftacles 
could baffle, and when he had a fuit to make, he faid, 
«“ My Saviour, I know that all things are poflible to 
. © thee; now as thou haft bid us afk what we are in 
“ want of, therefore I pray thee hear me. even at pre- 
“ fent.” And many times, what he prayed for,’ came 
to pafs. | er br 

But the malicious enemy plotted foon after to breed 
difharmony between this firft believing married couple, 
in order to bring a blemifh. upon the truth, .and to 
render Samuel ufelefs.. Some mifchief-makers, out of — 
rancor and envy, tried to make his wife believe, that 
he had taken her fervant-maid for his fecondary wife, 
Anna examined narrowly«into it, and was foon con- 
vinced that it was only the wanton lies. of -wicked 
people that had fomented her jealoufy, and mifled her to 
utter hard words. Yet Samuel was alfo much afhamed, 
that he had not fhewn due patience and meeknefs when 
fhe charged him with it. The brethren make this re- 
mark on the occafion : ‘* We fee that our Saviour ho- 
“<< nours him more and more with the participation of his 
_ *© honourable reproach ; but at the fame time he endows 
“ him by. his blood with more and more ftrength to 
°* bear it willingly after him.” 

Thefe now were the firft good effects of the teftimony 
concerning the crucified Jefus, whereof one of the 
brethren writes at the clofe of the year as follows: 
“* As I was {peaking in the meeting of the wounds 
*¢ and nail-prints of Tefus, an invifible power ftirred in 

147 my 
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“© my heart and the hearts of all prefent‘ There has 
« been a particular fpirit of life among us for fome time, 
« fo that fcarce a foul has remained untouched, nay 
« even the little children, that ftill fuck at-the breatt, 
“ begin to lifp the name of Jefus and his blood. 
«© Here is our hand; us, Lord, aflift 
“ ‘To execute; moft glad will we 
« Thy helpers in all hardfhips be, 
« Until we once together reft.” 


THE NINTH YEAR I74TI. 

r R HE gracious working of the Holy Ghoft was ob- 
ferved to be very powerful on the Greenlanders 
“during the remainder of the winter ; and many ftirrings, 
to us joyful, difcovered themfelves among the neighbour- 
ing favages, fo that there were hopes of winning many 
of them as a triumph of their Redeemer’s paffion. Mean 
while the firftling Samuel, after he had affiduoufly help- 
ed in the tranflations, and made a couple of blefled vi- 
fits to the heathen in company of the miffionaries, haft- 
ehed to his happy exit. I will briefly recite their own 

words concerning it out of their Diary. 
* In February we have been diligently at. work in 
tranflating the harmony of the four evangelifts. Sa- 
muel and Sarah have affifted us faithfully therein, and 
at the fame time the words of our Saviour have prov- 
ed very lively to their own hearts. We difcourie with 
them every day about fome truth or other, becaufe 
they can Hluffrate them to others better than we, 
which we often hear them do to our furprize.  Sa- 
muel has alfo been twice abroad to tell the heathen 
fomething of Jefus the friend of finners. They would 
** not hear him the firft time, but turned his difcourfe 
“ into ridicule. He came home with grief, and pray- 
** ed our Saviour with tears to look in mercy upon his 
and his country people’s mifery. Soon after, he went 
to Kangek, and found fome hearers full of defire, 
whom he told with alacrity, how good it was to be- 
’ ‘“ long 
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<< Jong to Jefus. We rejoiced with him at the grace our 


ce. 
cc 
cc 
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Saviour had beftowed on him. . On the 18th he was 
uncommonly affected. in a converfation about. the 
blood of Jefus, and his love to finners. The 21f he 
was taken fick of a cough, attended with pleuritie 
ftitches. We fpoke with him of the tranfitorinefs of © 
this momentary life, which fhould induce us to refign 
ourfelves daily into our Saviour’s hands. During our . 
difcourfe he grew fo faint, that he could neither hear 
nor fee. We prayed with him, and during the prayer 
he came again to himfelf, and directly began himfelf 
to pray in the midft of the moft acute pains fo heartily 
and confidently, that we and: all the Greenlanders. 
ftanding about him were amazed. After that he found . 
fome mitigation. The 25th it feized him again fo vio- 
lently, that his breath was often quite ftopped, “Yet 


‘ amidft the greateft agonies, his carriage and mien was 


compofed and folid, and when his domeftics would 
talk any thing to him about earthly affairs, he defired 
them not to encumber his heart with {uch things, for 
he had our Saviour conftantly in his heart and mind. 
When they once began to-weep, he faid: Don’t be 
grieved about me; haye you not often heard that be- 


‘ Jievers, when they die, go to our Saviour, and par- 


take of his eternal joy? You know that I am the fir 
of you that was converted by our Saviour, and now it 
is his will that I fhall be the firft to go to him. If you 
are faithful to the end, we-fhall fee one another again | 
before the throne of the Lamb, and rejoice for ever.at» 
the grace he has conferred upon us. In the mean 

time he will know how to provide food for you all, 

and particularly for my wife.” Then he entreated us 
to take the charge of her, and the reft that he left be- 

hind, both fpiritually and temporally, and efpecially _ 
of his fon Matthew, who was not yet returned from’ 
the fouth, and of one of the two little fons that were 
born to him the rft of laft January; he defired us to 


‘ look upon thefe two as our own children, and to keep’ 


them here in cafe his wife fhould remove from us. 
Then we prayed with him, and fung fome hymns, 
and he could join fometimes in finging. ‘The 26th 


we {poke to him about the Lamb of God, how he had‘ 
q borne 


RELATION OF NEW-HERRNHUT 17410. 16 


‘© borne our fins and the fins of the whole world, and 
“< that he prayed and fweated blood in the great anguifh 
« of his foul, to redeem us from everlafting pain and 
“ anguifh. He fäid: he knew very well that his pain 
«€ was nothing to what our Saviour had endured for 
*¢ him; and he believed too that he had not only de- 
© ferved much greater bodily pain for his wicked life, 
<¢ but eternal damnation befides; yet he firmly believed — 
«© that the Son of God became man and fhed his blood | 
*¢ to deliver him from all fin, and to procure eternal 
“ life for him. The 27th we fpoke .to him on Matt. 
x. 22.°He that endureth to the end, fhall. be faved, He 

€ was very much cheared by it, and told us that every 
“« thing he had heard in the days of his health, was 
* now much Clearer to his heart. He was much weak- 
<< er in the afternoon ; all the fix days he had conftant- 
« ly fat upright, becaufe he could not move for excef- 
«¢ five pain. The Danifh miffionary vifited him to-day, 
« as indeed he had done every day, and {poke to him, 
<< becaufe he acknowledged the grace our Saviour had 
« endowed. him with, and loved him very much. Now 
<¢ juft as we were {peaking with him of the goodneis of 
« the Lord, he bowed his head and refted it upon his 
«< hands, as if he had a mind to fleep. But we foon 
© perceived that he was near his departure; therefore 
“© we kneeled down, and committed his foul to the arms 
< of Jefus. His wife Anna and his brother Kuyayak’ 
«€ were very refigned, quite contrary to the cuftom of 
< the Greenlanders, and defired us to bury him accor- 
« ding to the manner of believers. Accordingly we 
“< carried his corpfe into our houfe, drefied it in white 
« and laid itinacoffin. The 28th the miffionaries, 
“¢ factors, boatmen and Greenlanders of the colony 
came hither to his interment. Firft we fung fome 
hymns, that ufedto makea particularimpreifien upon 
the deceafed. After a difcourfe on John v. 24—29 
“ four Greenland boys carried his remains to our new 
“ burying-place, which was at the fame time conie- 
““ crated with this tranfaction.. At the grave one of the. 
« Danifh miffionaries: gave a fhort exhortation to the 
“ company prefent, on the words: Lam the. refurreciion, 
“* and the fe, &c. and told them that a believer does. 
| “© not 
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© not die, but at his departure begins truly to live, and 

< lives for evermore. Then we kneeled down upon'the 

«© {now under the canopy of the firmament, and gave 

« back to our Saviour this our firftling, with our 

€ bounden thanks for the grace he had imparted tous 

< and this our happily departed ‘brother, fince we had 

© been acquainted together. ‘The Greenlanders won- 

« dered at all that they faw and heard, becaufe it is 

- perfectly contrary to their way for people to be fo 
© willing, active and affectionate in the laft offices to a 

‘ corpfe, except it is their neareft relation. id 

. « Now, tenderly beloved brethren, you may eafily 

< imagine how it was with us at this event. Should we 

< confult our reafon about it, we fhould certainly not 

© know what to think. - For we know beft, .what a 

© jewel and what a help our late brother has been to us, 

© efpecially in tranflating, for we needed but to tell him 

¢ a verfe with half Greenland words, and he knew 

<< direétly how to model it according to the Greenland _ 

«© idiom. We have vifibly perceived this winter that 

« our Saviour accelerated hisconfummation. Hewas a ® 

© lively aétive witnefs among his people, and anointed, 

< ferious and folid both in his difcourfes and prayers. 

¢ We have feen that his teftimony has been a bleffing 

© to many fouls, and have perceived by the fequel, that 

< even through his going home to our Saviour, more 

< ftirring and life takes place among the Greer- 

© Janders.” : 


Sp 
This was foon difcernible in his widow, who often 
recollected the words of her hufband with bleffing, 
ielded more room to the work of the Holy Spirit, and. 
eave real proofs that fhe was not like the other heathen 
who have no hope. But as fhe had now no provider, 
the brethren took her and her children under their care, 
that want might not drive her to her heathenifh relations 
before we could ftation her in fome proper Greenland 
family again. 
Samuel’s departure had alfo fome good effect on his 
brother Kuyayak, who had hitherto. no full mind 
to be converted. ‘* It is true (faid he) I have been as 
«© yet 
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<t yet undetermined whether I would remain with you 
<< or not. But fince I have feen how faithfully my bro- 
<¢ ther adhered to the Saviour, and how joyous his end 
“was, I very much regret my negligence, that I have 
*¢ not taken better notice of the words of our Saviour ; 
-* but now I am come to a refolution to follow m 
<¢ brother’s example, that-I may die with chearfulnefs. 
<¢ when it fhall pleafe God.” But alas! foon after, his 
wife dying, he was again irrefolute. Her end was very 
different from Samuel’s, for as fhe was not endowed 
with the fame fpirit in her life, fo there was fuch 
a glaring difparity in her ficknefs and death, that it was 
confpicuous in the eyes. of all the Greenlanders, and 
animated them to a zealous emulation of Samuel’s in- 
ftru€tive example. Only it had not this effect upon her 
hufband. In the fpring he went with his family to the 
iflands, as all the Greenlanders are wont to do for their 
livelihood. The farewel was attended with tears on 
both fides, he as wellasall the reft promifed to. think 
_frequently on what they had heard during the winter. 
When ‘he came on. a vifit, he aflured them that he had 
not yet forgot it; and that word. particularly) recurred 
often to his mind, that Jefus had fhed his blood for 
finners. He came alfo according to.promife, and lived 
the following winter with the brethren; but as to his 
converfion itcame to nothing, for the next year he went 
quite away towards the north, and on the way he loft 
his life. | 
Of his fon Kuanak they had better hopes, but alfo_ 
more trouble about him becaufe of the inconftancy of 
his fatner. He was a boy of a bafhful, but childlike 
mind, fhewed a hearty love to our Saviour and to thofe 
that believed, and was often feen alone at prayer. He 
was indeed obliged to go with his father to the iflands | 
‘for food, but feldom mified an opportunity of visiting 
his teachers, who found fo much the greater. defire in 
him after the word of life, the more he learnt to difcern 
the difference between believers, and unbelievers. ‘* I 
“ am often quite anxious ({aid he) among the heathens, 
“ therefore I implore our Saviour to give me grace and 
*< ftrength, that I may never {tray from him; for I can 
“© find reft no where, but when I caft myfelf at Jefug’s 
Vou. Il. B stcheer, 
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<< feet, and Iay my heart before him in the condition it 
ee isin.” He had a great defire to have ftayed with his » 
teachers, but was obliged at laft to follow his father on 
his voyage to the north, and after his death he came 
‘back as a poor cripple. | = 
"Grace difplayed itfelf powerfully even on refractory 
adverfaries. Okutfuk the fingle woman, who had re- 
turned fuch an impudent anfwer to the reproof given 
‘her for lying, and had loft herfelf this fummer among 
the favages, having been a fpectator of Samuel’s edifying 
exit, came again and faid, That though fhe had been 
ever fince among the heathen, yet fhe had been deeply 
“convinced of her mifery, and had now ‘an ardent defire 
“to experience the power of Jefus’s blood in her heart, 
‘and to be baptized. She perfevered in this mind with 
great zeal, and at laft forfook her great and wealthy 
family, and came again in the winter to the believers, 
The faithfulnefs of Ippegau in felling the brethren 
“victuals at the time of their extreme diftrefs five years 
ago, was requited him in his children. His daughter, 
who lived at the colony, was very powerfully laid hold 
of, could feldom héar an exhortation without tears, and 
earneftly longed that our Saviour would be gracious to 
her, and wafh away her fins with his blood *. 


| $ 3. | 

Such inftances of heathens of both fexes, in whom 
the grace of our Saviour demonftrated its power, excited 
the reft to come oftner to vifit us, and to give more 
diligent heed to the preaching of the gofpel, which they 
did with an impreffion from whence abundant fruit 
might be expected in time. The miffionaries turned 
this good difpofition to advantage, and made many 
excurfions to them. I fhall only tranfcribe a compen- 
dium of one out of their diary. 
© As our Greenlanders would go to vifit their friends 
at Kangek on the roth of January, it was thought 
proper that one of us fhould go with them, to inftruct 
them and the inhabitants there. We fortunately 
came to a place where there were fix houfes and 


* Twenty years after, many ef this man’s family and pofterity haye 
been feized by grace and baptized, 


h F si many 
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many people. In the evening I and Samuel * fpoke 
with the men, Sarah of her own accord accofted the 


* women, and Kuanak the boys. They lead a quiet 


lifehere. The 12th I went to "nother place where 
four houfes ftand. We fpoke with the people, and 
perceived a firring among them. But in one houfe 
we could fpeak nothing, they were quite taken up 
with lamentations over fomebody that was dead. 


‚The 13th our Saviour gave me grace to fpeak of his 


fufferings with impreflion. ‘They had a deal of talk 
among themfelves about it. Some embraced the word, 
and were defirous of hearing more, but others fecretly 
murmured that we interrupted them in their diverfions. 
My heart rejoices to fee how our baptized people 
fcatter abroad the feed they have gathered at home; 
and I take notice that our Saviour blefles it. The reft 
are badly off: ‘They can no more confort with the 
heathens, for they are enlightned and convinced by 


the words they hear every day; and yet they have not 


ftrength enough to break through. Many of the 


inhabitants here are wrought upon. We had a blef- 


fed converfation with them till late at night. The 
14th we went to Kangek again. Our Saviour gave 


‚us grace to fhew the heathen fundamentally the true 


ftate of their hearts. Some confefled the roguery of 
their legerdemain, and Kaflıak the great conjurer + 
begins to be afhamed. In the evening one of them 
began to fing and dance. I went to him and afked 
him, if heknew what our Saviour had done to redeem 
us? Hefaid, No! Then Itold him, that he had 
permitted his hands and feet to be pierced through 
with nails, and that people put vinegar and gall to his 
mouth to drink, that he might do penance for our fin- 
ful abufe of our members, and confecrate them for 
his fervice, &c. At this he was abafhed. I {poke 
with the people all the evening upon this fubject, and 
felt well among them. ‘The ısth there was a par- 
ticular motion of grace among the men, as I fpoke to 
them of the atonement by the blood of Chrift. The 


* Atthat time Samuel was ftill alive, 
+ One of his fons is new baptized. 


B 2 “76th ©. 
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ı6th I vifited in another place. ‘The Kangek people 
always think, that all muft beread out ofa book, and 
when we come, they afk directly where our books are. 
Sarah told them, the Holy Ghoft was the beft fchool- 
mafter; if he rules in-the heart, ‘and makes the word 
of God to become truth in one’s foul, then a perfon 
can alfo fpeak without book.’ In Tettamak’s houife * 
powerful effects of grace were felt, and fome confefled 
that they were corrupt and wanted a Saviour. On 
the 18th was a violent ftorm, which drove in the 
windows, and blew many things belonging to’ their 


<¢ boats into the fea. I defcribed to them our Saviour’s 


omnipotence, and how he could make a final end of” 
them and all creatures in a moment: But he would 
wait longer for their converfion, becaufe he loved their 
fouls, and muft have multitudes more as the reward 
of his fufferings. Some of them defired me to pray for 
the averting of the ftorm. I told them, if they were 
afraid, they fhould pray themfelves. They replied, 


< they could not; and I added, I would not, becaufe I 


thought it was our Saviour’s good pleafure that a 
ftorm fhould rage once. The ıgth fome of them 
vifited me. I put them in mind how many years the 

had heard of God, and, as they pretended, believed 
in him and called upon him in: their diftrefs : But they 
had ftill no right knowledge of Jefus, and the reafon 
of his coming into the world, and what he had pur- 
chafed for us by his fufferings and blood-fhedding, and 

much lefs had they any vital experience of it, but 
would rather hear of other things than this one thing 


‘© needful. They acknowledged it to be true, defired 


# 


more inftrudtion, and begged that when we could not 
come ourfelves, we would often fend Samuel to in- 
firu& them. The 20th I fpoke of our Saviour’s re- 
furrection, and counfelled them to arife from the fleep 
of fin. It affedted them, and many refolved to go 
with us, to get more information about our Saviour. 
In the evening Samuel fpoke with peculiar energy of 
the bleeding Reconciler, who yielded up his members 
to fuch a painful death, that we fhould not employ our 
A noted forcerer and murderer, whofe children in procefs of time were 

refcued and iavcd, 
* mem- 
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© members any more in the fervice of fin, but as inftru- 
“ ments of righteoufnefs all the days of our lives. ‘The 
<¢ 93d the weather was ftormy. Now as they had no 
“ victuals, I told them that God did not willingly 
<¢ afflict and grieve the children of men, but only to roufe 
€ them to reflection, that they might look through his 
“¢ works to himfelf, thank him for his gifts, and not 
€ abufe them in fin and luxury. “The 24th I reminded 
'* them once more of all that they had heard of the love 
< of our Saviour to their fouls during this laft fortnight, 
_ “ recommended them to his grace, and invited thofe 
“< that had a pleafure in hearing God’s word to vifit us: 
*¢ And one family did follow us to our home.” 


_- Among thefe was an unmarried Greenlander, called 
Arbalik, in whom the grace of our Saviour had greatly 
difplayed itfelf, and as he was of abrifk temper and 
bright genius, the brethren had good hopes that the 
Lord would prepare him in time for an ufeful inftrument 
among his people. But he could enjoy the benefit of 
inftruction only two months, after which he was obliged 
to follow the head of the houfe and his. family a great 
way off, a hunting and fifhing; and now time muft fhew 
whether this fcholar of grace would prefent himfelf again 
foon, or many years hence, or never any more. Thus 
they were always obliged to fow in hope, and to leave it 
to the Lord of the harveft when.and how they fhould 
reap the fruit; for as’ yet they could not fee how the 
roving Greenlanders could be.accuftomed to fettle and 
dwell together, But their hopes of this youth were foon 
revived, for he mifled no opportunity of vifiting his 
teachers, and as faft as he could, he extricated himfelf 
and his mother from the houfe-company they lived with, 
and came to the brethren intirely. .“They received thefe 
two people with joy, made them a tent, and lodged 
Samuel’s widow, her children, and Sarah with them, 
and thefe Arbalik was to maintain as their provider. 
Afterwards when he made an excurfion to the iflands 
with his family for provifion, he did not conceal the 
grace he had enjayed, but rejoiced when he found hungry 
hearts among the heathen to hear him; yet at the fame 

ec time 
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time lamented that he himfelf was ftill fo wretched and 
ignorant. 1a 


| S 5 eisai ® 
This was the only family that dwelt this fummer with 
the brethren. But in Odtober three numerous families 
took up their winter-quarters there, moft of whomhad an 
earneft defire after a Saviour. The brethren did their beft - 
“to teach and ground them in the doétrines of the gofpel ; 
and in this the tranflation of the harmony of the evange= 
lifts, which was finifhed this month, was of eminent fer- 
vice. A difcourfe on John vii. 17. Jf any man will do his 
will, be fhall know of the doétrine whether it be of God, was 
premifed as a preparative to the daily reading and ex- 
pounding of the Words or Sayings of Jefus, which was — 
rarely done without benefit; and they afterwards faw ma- 
nifold tokens of its bleffing. And that the Greenlanders 
in tempeftuous weather, when frequently no one can put 
their head out of doors, might not be deftitute of the 
means of edification, the brethren committed a family- 
meeting to Arbalik and Kuanak, in which they fhould 
fing, pray, and repeat the inftruétions they had heard to 
their people; and this alfo had its ufe. 1) WOR 
The children had a fchool begun again, and this time 
there were eight innumber. A new ftirring was perceiv- 
ed among them, they fpoke of the ftate of their hearts as 
far as their underftanding reached, and often with much 
more feeling than the adult. Kuanak’s filter, twelve 
years old, was deeply touched by the word of Jefus’s Paf- 
fion, and fometimes of her own accord took the children 
together, fpoke to them, and prayed with them fo hearti- 
ly, that the brethren could not hear it without joy and 
refpeét. Once-when two of the teachers were dange- 
roufly fick, the children came much to them, kneeled 
down by their beds, and prayed with tears to our Saviour 
that he would fpare them longer to them; and their pray- 
ers were heard. y vine 
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But asthe number of the brethren was diminifhed by 
Matthew Stach’s laft year’s vifit to the congregation, and 
as it was reduced ftill imaller this year by the departure of 
| oF ; Chriftian 
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Chriftian Margraf to Germany, who was often fick, and 
’ befides could not learn the language; therefore Daniel 
Shneider, a Moravian, was fent to affift them in their fe- 

cular avocations for a year, but if he found an inclina- 
tion and could learn the Greenland language, it fhould 

be at his option to ftay there. 
A Greenland boy and a fingle woman, whom Mr, Paul 
Egede took with him laft yeas from Chriftian’s-Hope, 
came back with the fhip. ‘The boy was our Arbalik’s 
‚brother, and would gladly have flayed with him, but he 
‘was direéted to the miffionary Mr. Drachart at the 

colony. 

.. Though it is not in my power to give a complete ac- 
count of the Danifh miffion, for want of adequate and 
authentic memoirs, yet I cannot omit giving fome account 
here of the neighbourly friendfhip and mutual fervices 
‘between this Danifh and the German miffionaries. ‘This 
‘miffionary came into the country with two catechifts in 
1739. By fome particular monuments of grace among 
our Greenlanders, he was induced to enter into a clofer 
acquaintance with the brethren, conferred often with 
them about the beft method of reaching the hearts of the 
heathen, vifited them often in company with them; and 
as the event teftified, not without a blefling.. He alfo 
believed it could not be wrong, nor any diminution to his 
office and church-order, if he defired their affiftance in 
the preparations for baptifm, fo as they made ufe of his 
-affiftance on the like occafions of theirs. He poured out 
his grief to them, whenever he did not directly fee all 
‚that fruit from: his labour which he wifhed for; though 
the brethren faw apparently that the Lord was with him, 
for they could point out to him many a foul among his 
flock of Greenlanders, that had not only a dictated head- 
. knowledge, but a-true defire after grace in the blood of 
Jefus, though they were not yet quite ftedfaft and im- 
moveable. Now as he defired their counfel according to 
their infight and experience, they advifed him not to aim 
{o much at having a great number, as at bringing thofe 
that were awakened by the word to atrue foundation and 
vital knowledge, and therefore, befides the general and 
perfonal inftructions, to promote fellowfhip alfo among 
thofe few, that fo when he could not be with them, they 
B4 might 
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might incite and encourage one another, and fpread their 
petitions before our Saviour. He difcerned the propriety 
of this counfel, and its benefit and ufe fhewed itfelf plain- 
er from year to year. | ES 3 
The brethren clofe the diary of this year’with thefe 
words: “ Now, dear brethren, you will fee pretty 
«< clearly by thefe accounts what our Saviour hath done 
“for us as well as the Greenlanders hitherto, We find 
<¢ in reality matter enough to adore him for his mercy, 
« and for the proofs of his grace and glory: Yet when 
<¢ we examine ourfelves before his face, we muft confefs 
«¢ with forrow and humiliation that we are poor in truth. 
*“ But we pray to be poorer and viler in our own eyes, if 
_& we are only ftronger in the blood of the Lamb, that 
<< we may labour among the heathen with courage and 
< faith, till a flock of Greenlanders fall down with us 
‘* and adore at the feet of the Lamb of God, who bled 
“ to death for us. He hath faid it, he will do it, ‘and we 
‘+ believe it.” > i 


n 


n 
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Tue TENTH YEAR 1742. 
§ I. UE ARR: gies 
M4 T THEW Stach, the miffionary that had been 


longeft here, who went two years: ago to Ger- 
many, returned this year with his wife, and brought 
another brother with him to take’care of the children. 
When he went from hence, he arrived juft opportunely, 
in December, to the fynod of the brethren’s church in 
Marienborn, and thus could deliver in to the convocated 
fervants of the church a verbal account of the miffion in 
Greenland. Not long after he accompanied the Count in 
his journey. to Geneva: In his return through Switzer- 
land, Wittenberg, and Franconia, he rejoiced our friends, 
as well as afterwards his old acquaintance in Herrnhut, 
with his vifit and relation, and abode the reft of the fum- 
mer in Wetteravia.. December 12, 1741, being in Ma- 
rienborn, he was ordained a prieft by Polycarp Miller, 
then bifhop of the brethren, and foon after fet out on his 
return to Greenland, 1. A 


January 


{ 
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January 24, 1742, he prefented an humble petition at 
Copenhagen, requefting the abrogation of fome galling 
reftrictions both in their fecular and fpiritual proceedings, 
and the worthy college of miffions having delivered in 
their fentiments, he was honoured with a moft gracious 
edi€t, dated March 16, 1742, fully to his fatisfaction ; 
in which, among other things, are the following werds 
in Danifh, relating to his ordination, and his minifterial 
office refting upon it: 4t vi allernaadigf ville, at denne 
ordineerede Marlin Stach maae herefter vere de Graen- 
landfke Marifke Broederes ordentlige Lerer, og iden qualite’ 
forrette Daaben og alle bos dennem forfaldende Actus Minif- 
teriales, fc. In Englifh thus: “It is our gracious 
“ will, that the now ordained Matthew Stach fha!l be 
‘€ henceforward the regular teacher of the Greenland 
«¢ Moravian brethren, and’ ‘in that quality may admi- 
“¢ nifter baptifm, and all minifterial acts ufual among 
“ them,” &c. | 1 

April 23 he fet fail for Greenland, but contrary winds 
retarded his landing till July 17. He brought fome build- 
ing materials to enlarge their houfe, which was become 
too {mall for their dwelling, and efpecially for the meet- 
ings of the Greenlanders. But the brethren were obliged 
to defer the building for awhile, and in the mean time 
two of them’ moved into a Greenland-houfe, that the 
natives might have room for their meetings in the Euro- 
pean houfe. About this time a fire broke out in it dur- _ 
ing a violent ftorm, but he who commands the elements 
gracioufly averted any devaftation. | 
Daniel Shneider went away with this fhip on his re- 
turn, The brethren would have liked if he had ftayed 
there another year, becaufe they had various fcruples 
about this voyage; but as he had no exprefs inftruction 
from the congregation to ftay, and as he could not adapt 
himfelf to the Greenland way of living, they difmiffed 
him in peace, From the fouthern colony Frederic’s- 
Hope, where the captain ‘was obliged to unload fome 
things, he fent word that he was well. But fince that 
time neither he nor the fhip was ever heard of. : This 
was the only brother that was caft away in the many 
voyages to and from Greenland, though thefe feas are 
overfpread with danger, on account of the frightful 
IC, 
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ice, and numbers of fhips perifhed by it in the. firft 
yeats..iis Et BR, 
ds 
During the two years of the miffionary Stach’s abfence, 
only one Greenland woman had partook of baptifm. 
But yet the dodtrine of Jefus had evidenced its efficacy, 
and itirred up many fouls, from whom they promifed 
themfelves a plentiful harveft by and by. Many Green- 
anders indeed removed from thefe parts towards the 
north, and perfuaded the late Samuel’s brother Kuyayak » 
(as mentioned already) to go with them, and confe- | 
quently his fon, his daughter and fervant-maid were 
‘ obliged to go too, though they were ftrongly laid hold of 
and would have been glad to have ftayed. But this 
vacancy of hearers was foon filled up, and the diftri& 
fupplied with new inhabitants.. Among thefe were two 
of Samuel’s relations, and feveral more of thofe te whom ~ 
he fled after his baptifm. Thefe informed us that he had 
told them many things about Jefus, which though they 
did not then underftand, .yet they had often pondered 
upon, and they faid they were now come into this neigh- 
bourhood to be better inftructed. And it was evident 
that thefe were not empty words, for many of them were 
not fatisfied only with the meetings, but camefingly to hear 
more of Jefus and his redemption, and they gene rally’ 
accompanied the converfation with this ejaculation: “ es : 
«© that God would open my eyes, and purge my ears, that 
<¢ J might rightly underftand this matter and be happy.” 
It'is true, they were not all-of this mind, for the 
fouthlanders in general are a very uncivilized people and 
vaftly tenacious of their heathenifh cuftoms. There was 
one of their boat and tent-comrades, called Nauagiak, 
whom they no more liked becaufe his mind was turned 
from their ways, and therefore they fecretly left him be- 
hind them on land, when they rowed off. He came with 
his family direCtly to the brethren, and it was foon per- 
ceived that there was a work of grace going forward in 
their hearts, and that they were rejected by the world in 
order to be partakers of a better inheritance, fo as it had 
been with Samuel and his family. + 
Even external difafters brought fome to more confidera- 
tion, and made them defirous of hearing God’s word 
er again. 


| 
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again. Once when they afked an old acquaintance, 
whether he ftill knew what was told him at his laft vifit ? 
_ he anfwered: Yes, he knew ftill what they told him 
about one Jefus, whom his malicious country-men had 
faftened up with nails toa piece of wood; and added, 
that a little while ago he overfet in his kaiak,: and could 
not recover himfelf, and as he lay under the water, he 
thought: Now I muft die, and my foul will probably go 
down to the bad fpirit. ° But he cried in his inmoft parts : 
« © thou who art above, take my foul to thee.” ‘That 
inftant came two Greenlanders, and raifed him up. 
Afterwards whenever one told him, that Jefus was called 
a Redeemer or Refcuer, who had delivered us by his blood 
from fin and eternal’death, and gladly helps all that call 
‚ upon his name; he would cry out: O that great 
Refcuer ! hinds rn 


§ 2 

The vifits that the miffionaries made either accidentally 
with the factors and for the fake of provifions, or exprefsly 
to fee the heathen, always furnifhed opportunities to fow 
the good feed anew, or to water what was fowed, and 
the Pera let them often fee the footfteps of his benedic- 
tion. The firft vifit was from Jan. 30 to Feb. 4. They 
met this time with many people, but few had open ears 
and hearts. Yet they could {peak of the Lord’s death to 
fome with effect. Thus a few weeks before, our Arbalik 
had related fomething of our Saviour’s dialogue with the 
woman of Samaria to a woman here; this had fuch 
effect upon her, that fhe now enquired with longing after 
that living water for all that thirft. This prefented an 
opportunity to fpeak more amply with her and fome other 
attentive hearers, about believing in Jefus who was 
crucified, and is the true God and eternal life, and to 
explain to them the type of the brazen ferpent, and the 
exclamation of John: Behold the Lamb of God, &c. It 
was always perceived that they were particularly affected, 
‘when one {poke to them of our Saviour’s bloody {weat 
and his wounds, °* And as our own hearts (the brethren 
“ write) were uncommonly enflamed by it, the words 
“© came fo fluently that the one wondered at the other’s gift 
st ofexprefüng himfelf. All the glory appertains to the 
N | | Spirit 
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«€ Spirit of God,. it was he that in ‘the hearts of the 


«ing. But efpecially was the heart of the abovemention- 
«< ed woman opened like the heart of Lydia; for though 
* fhe had heard a great. deal from us and our Sarah'all 
 * the day, yet fhe fent her fon to fetch us again in the 
“¢ night to her houfe, to tell her more. But then swe 
© 
“ was a God, that made all things and governed. the 
i 

« divine power from Torngarfuk,,or, as he exprefled 
[3 
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s¢ God) but he had a power, over all that adhered to . 
€ 
« Our Saviour gave us grace to convince him before 
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*</Jaft hour, 'We:could not get to! herincher ficknefs, 
$ but her youngeft fon. accompanied her departure into 
‚*#eternity with affecting recommendatory»finging and 
Wagiprayer Digit oni bus oyna ansliveg need 
«One of Mr. Drachart’s.baptized ones was onceobliged to 
Yodgé-all night in a houfe, where above a hundred were 
"aflembled toa dance. ’ He knew not what to do to avoid 
both the temptation and the noife, but he went out, fell 
-upon his knees, and begged our Saviour to uphold him. 
‘Then he went with fortitude into the’ houfe, and bid the 
heathen be ftill)) for he had fomething better to fay 
to them; and if they did not, he would take their 
‘drum from ‘them and: trample it under his feet, “They 
„were ftill, and he witnefled with fuch’ power, that fome 
of them were very much affected. Nay our Sarah once 
took away their drum and broke it; but afterwards we 
admonifhed her not to: meddle with the fports of the hea- 
‚then, but only fpeak fimply with thofe that liked to hear 
‘of our Saviour, and for the reft behave herfelf quiet. 


-. Thus zealous were the firft that fet out in chriftianity, 
both in word and deed, to bring the infidels off from their 
errors, and to lead them to Chrift., .The miffionaries 
availed themfelves of this to good. advantage, » becaule 
they could not go to the natives at all times and in ali 
‚places, sand becaufe>alfo the heathen could. not make 
the fame objection to the Iteftimony of their believing 
country-people, which they had formerly made to the 
miffionaries, and which many ignorant, minds even in 
Chriftendom make ufe of as an excufe for their luke- 
warm: ftate: ** You are another fort of people. than we; 
“¢ itis your profefon, you have fufficient time and ca- 
«€ ‘pacity to meditate upon thefe things.”- ‘They now be- 
held examples of their equals, who had been no better 
than they, and yet were now become quite other people 
through the grace of Jefus, and freely fhewed forth the 
praifes of him who had called them out. of darknefs into 
his marvellous light. | 

But alas ! how eafily does an inexperienced foul deviate 
into bye-paths, as foon as felf-conceit mingles itielf ina 
well-meant thing, This betrayed itlelf in our Green~ 
: ~ Janders 
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landers alfo, and too often embittered the joy of their 
teachers with a tin€ture of grief. For inftance they write: 
‚se. We have obferved for fome time paft, that our Sarah 
<¢ has been petulant, unruly, and made light of things. 
“e We reprefented it to her, reminded her of the 
“ prace our Saviour had beftowed upon her, and exhorted 
s¢ her to remain faithful and not to undervalue the blood 
“© of Jefus! Her heart foftened, fhe acknowledged her 
“ fault, and heartily entreated our Saviour for forgiye- 
« nefs and grace to amend, But this did not fhew itfelf 
« fo haftily. Afterwards we found, that the root from 
«© whence. thefe bad fymptoms proceeded, was lofty 
* thoughts of herfelf on account of the diligence fhe had 
“ beftowed on the heathen, and the bleffing attending 
se it. We pointed out. to her the corruption of her heart, 
© and bid her reflect on the deplorable plight fhe was in 
< when our Saviour firft fhewed mercy to her, and what 
“<¢ fhe then felt. She burft out a crying, and faid: Ah 
« now I plainly feel, that I have gradually departed 
<< from the happinefs I then enjoyed, and our Saviour is 
«© become a ftranger to me. Now when I pray, I find 
“€ no comfort netwithftanding in my heart, and it is as 
<< if I could not find the way to him again. We kneeled 
« down with her, and prayed our Saviour to reveal him- 
<< felf to her heart afrefh. She was defired to pray too, 
“ but fhe could not utter a fingle word for weeping. 
<¢ However we have obferved, that fince that time fhe ~ 
“6 has been very little and lowly in her own eyes, and 
‘s has been favoured with a free accefs again to the 
“ Friend of the finful and miferable.” re 
Mr. Drachart had obferved the very fame failing in his 
baptized-ones, that as foon as they had acquired fome know- 
ledge of divine things and could {peak about them, they fet 
themfelves up for teachers, and entertained high thoughts 
of themfelves. ‘Therefore they found that it was necef- 
fary to proceed very cautioufly in the manner of teaching 
them, and that one of the prime articles they fhould in- 
culcate, muft be that needful and happy point of /imner- 
hood, or poverty of fpirit, and the knowledge of one’s own 
mifery and corruption; and that at the calling them forth 
to recommend the grace of our Saviour to the other hea- 


then, they fhould take care that they, as the sec one 
efus 


' 


RELATION OF New-HERRNHUT 1742, °3f 
Jefus were bid to do, might not fo much rejoice that 
their words proved of ufe to others, as rather, with deep 
bowednefs of heart, that their own names were written in 
heaven. | 
| 6 


In this manner the miffionaries could with more profit 
and folidity rejoice in the affiftance of their believing - 
Greenlanders, and they found that it was not without 
effe& even this fummer; for in October thirty Greenlan- 
ders moved near them into their winter houfes. The bre- 
thren endeavoured to bring them:into proper order in 
temporals and fpirituals. When thofe that removed to 
the north this year, went away, the brethren had bought 
a boat and tent of them, and given them to one:of the 
heads of families upon this condition, that he fhould pro- 
vide for fome widows and orphans, and train up the lat- 
ter to bufinefs. The reft of the poor were cared for in 
another manner. At the Greenland meetings and cate- 
chifations they conftantly read with blefling fome of the 
‘harmony of the evangelifts, they having this year tranf-. 
Jated with more perfpicuity the laft difcourfes of Jefus in 
St. Jam they alfo explained that tranflated hymn from 
verfe to verfe, The Saviour’s blood and righteoufnefs, 8c. 
‘becaufe of the incomparable matter it contained concern- 
‘ing free grace and the all-fufficient merits of Jefus; this 
and other hymns the Greenlanders learnt with great ea- 
gernefs, and fung continually in their houfes and at all. 
their employments. There was many times fuch an emo- 
tion in the meetings, that fpeaker and hearers wept toge- 
ther, when words did not fuffice to exprefs clearly what 
the heart was pregnant with. And this had often a bet- 
ter effect than the moft regular and learned fermon. 

- Befides, the brethren began this year to form the 
Greenlanders into little affociations, which they called 
bands or claffes, in which four or five perfons of the fame 
fex, and the fame choir or ftate, {poke freely and with- 
eut compulfion of the ftate of their hearts and their ad- 
vances in the vital knowledge of Chrift; and could men- 
tion and receive in love what they or any of them had to 
" obferve of themfelves or others. A brother or fifter 
had the direétion of each band. Thefe bands confifted 
this time of two among the men, and four among the 
women, 
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women. Every Sunday the brethren and fifters kept a 
conference among themfelves, though fometimes they 
‚took one or another Greenlander to it, whom they could 
look upon as a helper in the little aflociations, and to 
whom they could commit fome kind of infpection. 

They kept fchool conftantly with the children and 
young people, of whom they had fix. Grace could oft- 
en operate more efficacioufly on thefe tender minds than 
on the adult, as it did fometimes through them on their 
parents. Thus a little girl talked almoft every night to 
‘her mother about our Saviour and his love to poor finners 
and to the children, and defired her to pray with her: 


This made the mother afhamed at her own: cold heart, 


and ‘animated her to an earneft purfuit after the real ex- 
perience of the faving truth. Nay our Greenlanders once 
returned home from a vifit of the natives with an account 
that a child, who had once been with its parents to the 
colony, and had heard the miflionary and his Green- 
-landers relate the hiftory of the birth and fufferings of 
Jefus; had fince then fpoken fo prettily of our Saviour 
and prayed to him, that all the heathen wondered at it; 
the child alfo begged its parents to carry it again to the 
believers, that it might hear more of the love of Jefus. 
Bleffed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord, and 
out of the mouths of babes and fucklings hath ordained 
praife ! rac >. Ses 


| wets 0 I 

About this time five of the catechumens became can- 
didates for baptifm, perfons in whom there was a vifible 
work of grace, which took place in them this year, and 
partly in the laft. They were, (1) the forementioned 
youth Arbalik, whe had already delivered many a noble 
teftimony among the Greenlanders: He had formerly 
been a pupil to the forcerers, and was to have learnt the 
art of conjuring people to death. But in the year 1739 
he was awakened in Kangek; fince then he often want- 


ed to difengage himfelf from our Saviour’s cords of love, _ 


but, as he faid, he was held faft by an invifible hand. 
(2) Nauagiak, and (3) his fifter Kannoa, came into this 
country from the diftance of about 60 leagues on the eaft 


fide, as far as could be gathered from. their account. 
After 
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After they had been ftirred up by the preaching of the 
gofpel, they were abandoned by the Southlanders, ' 
(4) Okutfuk, the abovementioned fcoffer, who has been 
conftantly purfued by grace ever fince Samuel’s depar- 
ture, and at laft forlook her friends. (5) Iffek, Sarah’s 
lifter, who was directed back to the believers by her dy- 
ing mother.. ‘They had the teftimony from the reft, that 
they often put them very much to fhame by their earneft- 
nefs and defire after inftruction in the faith; and in their 
two months preparation, grace was powerfully perceived 
on their'hearts. It was left to their option, whether they 
would keep their old names or have new. ‘They anfwer- 
ed, that as they would give over all their old corruption 
to our- Saviour, and pray him for a new heart, fo they 
fhould like to have new names too. mi 

On the fecond day of the Chriftmas-holidays our Green- 
landers and thofe in the neighbourhood aflembled to the 
baptifm. After a difcourfe on Matt. xi. 20. Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, &c. Matthew 
Stach performed this act, and it was attended with a 
great emotion among all the fpectators. ‘They were 
named Simon, Noah, Rebecca, Catharine, and Judith. Af- 
terwards they had a love-feaft given them*, at which 
there was various edifying difcourfe, of love and fellow- 
fhip among one another, of following Jefus, of fuffer- 
ings and reproach for his fake, &c. and they concluded - 
with finging the hymn, The Saviour’s blood and righteoufnefs, 
&c. <A feparate meeting was kept every day with this 
little flock, which confifted of nine fouls, reckoning 
Matthew Kajarnak to it, though as yet abfent. If any 
one did not walk worthy of the gofpel, he was not 
to be admitted to this meeting till a reformation was 
wrought. 

Not long before Mr. Drachart had alfo baptized nine 
perfons. Among thefe there was an old man, who, 
when he heard that his two daughters were to be bap- 
tized, went to the mifhonary and afked if he might not 
be baptized too? “ It is true (faid he) I cannot fpeak 
** much, and very like I fhall never learn fo much as 
* my children, for thou canft fee that my hairs are quite 

* This muft not be miftaken for the Lord’s-fupper, to which no Green- 
lander was admitted before 1747. 


Vor. I, Cc ‘“ grey, 
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<< grey, and that I am a very old man; but I believe 
« with all my heart in Jefus Chrift, that he died for alt 
““ men, and that all that thou fayeft of him is true.” 
‘Therefore he could not refufe him the water, when he 
had teftified fo movingly his faith in Jefus and his defire’ 

ta be faved, though he was no more able to retain in his 
_ memory all the queftions and anfwers. One alfo wey ch 
them was a fon of Ippegau, who had once fupplied the 
brethren with food; he was formerly a very wild man, 
but after he was baptized he was like a lamb. Another 
was a fingle woman, that had once lived with the bre 
thren. As for the old man, he wetted the place where 
he was baptized with his tears, and when the miffionary? 
called him forth after baptifm to tell the audience fome=- 
thing, his tears {poke more than his words. 


THE ELEVENTH Year 1743. 


| 2 gr. gn alt 

T HE preaching of the gofpel had fuch an amazing: . 
effect this year, that it looked as if an univerfal 
awakening of the Greenlanders in thefe parts would en- 
fue. It is true nota great many could attain baptifm, 
becaufe they could not yet refolve to forfake the hunting 
and fifhing-places they had been accuftomed to, and live 
with their teachers in, order to enjoy due inftrudtion. By 
this means the firft zeal of many cooled again, and fome 
of them wandered away to the fouth or the north. But 
yet moft of thofe that had once been overpowered by 
grace, came again into this neighbourhood in the follow- 
ing years, and by degrees into the congregation; and 
there are hopes of the reft, that many a poor fheep that 
has once been touched, but now {trays in the wildernefs, 
will at the deftined hour run and fhelter itfelf in the arms 
of the faithful Shepherd, which extend to the remoteft 
places, And indeed the brethren met with plain traces. 
that feveral went over into eternity, in a manner quite 
different from what is ufual among the heathen. Several’ 
alfo profecuted their inquiries after truth at the newly- 
erected colonies and miffions in this country, and were 
harboured 
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‚härböured there in the bofofh of the chriftian chutch: 
And thofe that had fowed, felt a fincere joy at this too, 
‘fineé it was all one to them whe reaped, provided the 
“Lord of the hatveft did but get what is his. Indeed 
“frotai this time there has been difeövered in the whole 
“nation in geiieral a very different idea of and regard for 
‘foreigners, who at firft had been fo dreaded and hated, 
er elfe defpifed; which change is to be attributed chiefly 
‘to the good impréffion famped upon the wandering, eon- 
‘vineed, eveh when not ceiverted Greenlanders. 

§ 2. | 
"This almoft general revolution and commotion among 
the Greenlandérs, incited them to frequent vifits and 
affiduous réfearches after the truth, and alfo to yield their 
teachers a welcome reception when they went te inftruct 
them; fometimes atorte, -and fometimies in company with 
the Danifh miffionaty or his ¢atechift. They write of 
‘one füch vifit made in February as follows: “Mr. 
“© Dirachart got am account that one of his baptized 
* people, called Martin, was drowned in Kangek, and 
** that Jacob, another newly baptized, had been very 
*s-aétive in feeking for the dead body and bringing it to 
*° Jand. Now as he could get no boat at the colony. 
“€ wé carried him thither, and took fome of our baptize 
** brethten with us to bury the corpfe, and to improve 
_“* that opportunity to tell the heathen that lived there 
** fomething of the death of Jefus, and the happy fleep 
§*_ Of ‘Believers. Whén the men carne home in the even- 
“ing from fea, we went into the houfes to fpeak with 
* them, and there we found our Simon in full employ 
‘© already. He was fpeaking to then of faith in Jefus 
© Chriff, and how all mien are dead in their hearts by 
© nature, and could not help nor fave themfelves.. But 
© if they believed in our Saviour, and obtained his blood 
“< im their hearts, they would get life and would be full 
“* of joy, though they felt ever fo much of their own 
“ miféry. Neither had they any occafion to be troubled 
in what manner, or for what they fhould pray, for 
«¢ all that would afterwards flow out of the heart. 
** poor creature (faid he at laft) have as yet but little 
“ experience of it, but here are My teachers, they can 
C2 Stell 
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tell you more. We fung that hymn, Lamb, Lamb, 
O Lamb—with eyes of flame, &c, and fpoke chiefly 
about the contents of the 8th verfe, Let the world 


hear !—God’s Son and Heir,—who to. us came,— 


took on himfelf our blame,—upwards of thirty. year— 
liv’d here,—defpis’d and mean,—and then was flain ;— 
the ranfom he—for all the world and me.” ‘The whole 


‚houfe was affected, and fey faid: What things. are 
‚come about now? Your pre 


ent difcourfe makes quite 
another, impreffion upon us, than when you always 
told us only of God and the two firft parents. We 
continually faid, we believed it all, but we were tired 
of hearing it, and thought, what fignifies this to us? 
But now we find, there is fomething interefting in it. 


Wealfo fee, that our country-people have experienced - 


fomething real in their hearts, becaufe they can {peak 
of it and pray, and we cannot. We then faid to them: 
The God of whom you formerly heard is the fame 
Jefus that we now declare unto’ you, only you have 
not underftood it. He created all that your eyes fee: 
And when our two firft parents put afide his word, 
and believed 2 bad fpirit, and confequently ‚were 
corrupted by,fin fo as you alfo are now, he would not 
leave them in this unhappy condition, but became many 
fuffered, and fhed his blood, and this blood is the pay- 
ment for the whole world’s fins. Whoever new believes 
in Jefus, he lets himfelf be baptized, and gets a living 
feeling in his heart of the blood that was fhed for us. 
This enables us to love our Saviour above all things, 
and to hate what is evil. They anfwered, Ah! we 
would fain be converted, but it feems fo hard to us to 
learn to pray. We replied; It is not hard, you need 
only fay; Jefus thou Lamb of God, have mercy on 
me! If you would do this with all your heart, our 
Saviour himfelf will do all the reft. [hen we read te 
them that hymn: The Saviour’s blood and righteouf- 
nefs, €%c. and concluded with prayer. . FERIEN 
« The rith, having vifited and {poke fomething again 
in all the houfes, we made preparation for the burial. 
Firft we fung a hymn in the houfe before a numerous: 
affembly. At the grave Mr. Drachart held a difcourfe 
on John xi. 25. and then we went into the houfe and 

“ con- 
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« concluded with prayer. It has been obferved that for a 
“ year paft our Saviour has haftened in his labour to pre- 
‘< pare the now deceafed Martin for himfelf. He was 
€ quite lively, and liked to hear and alfo to tell others of 
€¢ Jefus’s blood-fhedding. “The inhabitants here now 
“ call to mind his memorable difcourfes or fayings, 
“© efpecially one time when they had caught a feal, 
which is a rare thing at this feafon, and were ata 
“ meal upon it, he difcourfed of the nature of the joy 
* and forrow of believers and unbelievers, and at the 
© fame time intimated that he fhould not furvive this - 
“ winter. In the evening we fpoke fomething again in 
« all the houfes. They confefled their corruption, and 
« faid, they were very fenfible it muft be otherwife with 
“ them, but as yet they very much withftood it. ‚An 
«¢ Angekok had taken up the refolution, not to pract 
“© his roguifh black art any more. A ftartling dream 
*¢ was the occafion of it; this dream he told us, and 
© faid, that a little child came from heaven to him, and 
« bid him follow him. The child conducted him to a 
« very agreeable place, where he heard inimitable fing- 
“ ing. ‘Then he brought him to a very dark place, and 
“¢ fignified to him, that he muft come thither if he was 
“ not conyerted. He was very much troubled at this, 
« efpecially when he faw many people caft in there, 
« But the child led him back again to the agreeable 
‘¢ place, and then he gave the people that were aflembled 
€ there fomething white to eat, the effect of which was 
“© to be, aiorungnertekullugit, to make people ceafe frona 
“ evil, or to make them better. Then tie aflembly 
« began to fing, and he fung with them, which his 
- & wife heard and awoke him out of his dream*. We 
‘“ have 
* We do not infert this and fuch-like uncammon anecdotes as any kind 
of token of a man’s good ftate. The Greenlanders have often very peculiar 
dreams, and efpecially the Angekoks, who work up their phantafy into a 
vehement perturbation during their pretended incantations. This Green- 
lander was an Angekok. But it may alfo be eafily feen that fome chri- 
ftian truths he had heard before, for inftance, of the child Jefus, of heav- 
en and hell, had imprinted themfelves upon his imagination, and recurred 
fo lively in his dream.’ Yet the laft circumitance cannot be afcribed merely 
to his imagination, becaufe our brethren were certain, that neither he nor 
any of our Greenlanders had at that time heard or feen the leatt of the 
Lord’s-Supper ; for the brethren never divulged any gofpel-my {ery either to 
baptized or unbaptized, till they ar fure that the Holy Ghoft had Brae, 
2 raked 
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<¢ have perceived the grace of our Saviour in a very r- 
ticular manner in this voyage. Thofe that once ‘de- 
fpifed, derided and maletreated us, now come and afk our 
pardon ; and thofe that were the moft untra€table, now 
ftand along the fhores, call after us as we pais by, and 
beg us to land and tell them the words of God, and 
when we do, they are greedy of learning all. Ym the 
houfe where we were, fome fat together in one corner 

and fome in another, talking, finging and prayi 
“ together. ‚The 15th we returned home. ‘Fhe coll 
‘ was fo intenfe that the boat was frozen fo thick round 
« with ice, that though we were feven perfons we could 
«© fcarce row it, and might foon have funk, becaufe the 
<¢ water that dafhed in over, congealed fo inftantaneoufly 
“ to ice that we could not lade it out faft enough.” + 


| BOY § 2. ı v2 
But as the teachers could not vifit fo frequently or fo 
far as the great call required, they were obliged in many 
cafes to let the teftimony of their Greenlanders fuffice, | 
when they went, abroad for provifion. "The chief that | 
occurred to my notice in reading their diary, is what 
follows. ; . het 
* Jan. 8, Simon and Noah came home again. 
« They faid they had met with a very kind reception in 
° one houfe, the people liked to hear of our Saviour, and 


° defired 


red their hearts by the already declared and univerfal truth, God was mani= 
fefed in the flefby, which the apoftle calls the great myftery of godlinefs, and 
by this had made them capable, not only of: comprehending the truth of 
fuch a myftery, but alfo of enjoying it in a good confcience. Every one 
may fee from the fimple account juft now given of their method, that the 
word of the crofs was the only means the miffionaries made ufe.of to bring 
both the filly and the fenfible heathens, both the deceivers and the deceiv- 
ed, to enter into the way of truth and life.» Therefore though we relate 
this, yet we lay no emphafis on fuch unaccountable dreams, nor on. any. 
feigned or real vifions and apparitions, which fome people like to make 
much noife about. We will not deny that God may condefcend to make 
many fingular contingencies fubfervient to his purpofe, and dreams among 
the reft, according to job xxxiii. 15, 16.-by füch means to turn the mind 
of man; but yet we have obferved from frequent experience, that fuch. per+ 
fons feldom arrive to a right and fixed fate in Chrift. Accordingly Lre- 
marked that the abovementioned Greenlander, whom I myfelf faw, though 
he led a quiet and unreprovable life, could however not yet attain to the 
food he had a fight of, and which makes a fou} better, becaufe there was 
ftill no true hunger and thirft perceived in him afterthe righteoufnefs of 
Chrit, 
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“ defired them to come again foon. But in another 
“6 houfe there was a man that had oppofed them ftre- 
« noufly. You carry your matter too far (fays he) in 
& fpeaking and finging always about God, and refufing 
© to make yourfelves metry as others do, who will for 
« all that go to God as well as you. Simon anfwered 
% him: Thofe that go on fo, and yet pretend to ‚be 
se believers, betray their ignorance of Jefus our Saviour ; 
€ for whoever believes with all his heart that he died for 
© our fins upon the crofs, will not do good and evil 
<< promifcuoufly, for Jefus fandtifies him, and makes an 
© end of the evil that is in him*. Some of the baptize 
“ from the colony were prefent, who confirmed what 
“ Simon faid, arid put the opponent much to fhame, 
« Another time (they write) Simon came home from 
s* Kangek, and faid he had been very happy there with 
“6 Jacob, one of the colony. They had talked together 
« about our Saviour and joined in prayer. “The heathens 
“© firft laughed at them, but at laft they grew flill and 
s¢ were filled with furprife. Another faid, that there 
€ were many in the houfe where he was, who afked him 
«© many queftions, and were glad when he prayed with 
« them. All the reft were fill, and had dropped all 
** unprofitable converfation.” 
. Sarah alfo was very affiduous wherever fhe came, to 
fpeak with any defirous fouls that would hear her, 
When the was afked: What fhe then faid to them? fhe 
anfwered: “I fpeak ta them of the corrupt heart of | 
“ man, but direét them immediately to the wounds of 
« Jefus, which can make them good.” Once fhe went 
into a tent where a child lay dead, and fpoke to the 
women that were aflembled to the funeral dirge, alledg- 
ing that text, Suffer the little children ta come unto me, Xc. and 
telling them that they had no occafion to howl over the 
child’s death, becaufe our Saviour loved children very 
much. os 

Anna, the late Samuel’s widow, who had lived above 
a year with her brother among the heathen, was not 
there without bleffing neither. She told us that feveral 


* According to the Greenland expreflion Ajorteierutipa, he makes him 
ceafe to do evil. An inftance how manv words the Greenlanders put 
together, to exprefs a thing which they had before no conception of. 
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leagues up the inlet, where the brethren could feldom go, 
there were many people who had a great defire to hear 
fomething of our Saviour, if they had but any one to in- 
ftru& them. ‘I was often fent for (fays fhe) to perfect 
* ftrangers, who conftrained me to {peak, which I did; . 
“© but I poor creature am ftill fo defective and ignorant, 
€ what fhall I fay to other people ?” 

_ This longing of the heathens to hear fomethin 
of our Saviour from thofe that were baptized, hada z00d 
effect upon Catharine. *° I am often reminded (fays the) 
“* of what I have heard throughout the winter, and what I 
** felt at my baptifm, and fometimes I have been enabled . 
€ to {peak to others about it. But I muft ftill blufh for 
‚“ fhame, that I have not made it more my concern to 
“ know him who laid down his life for me,” - 


Se aay | 

In this manner the fcattering abroad of the little flock 
of the baptized, whom in fummer neceflity drove fome- 
‘times here, and fometimes there, to feek for food, re- 
dounded in a blefling to themfelves and in: more con- 
viction to the heathen. Yet when they took leave, it 


‘Was never without pain, and proper warning againft all 


forts of poffible unhappy contingencies. - Their account 
fays: “ When they were making ready for their depar- 
“ ture, we fent for all the baptized brethren and fifters, 
““ and {poke with them feparately. We were like Jacob 
“ when he difmiffed Benjamin. We entreated them 
“ with tears not to lofe Jefus who was crucified out 
* of their fight, and to watch over their hearts while 
“ furrounded with the temptations of the heathen. 
«< They promifed us they would, with tears in their 
“< eyes, and thanked the Lamb for the grace they had 
“ enjoyed this winter. We blefled them and kifled 
“ them, and went with them down to the Strand. 
<¢ ‘There we once more fpoke a few words on Ads 
“© xx. 32. And now, brethren, I commend you to God and 
“© to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and 
““ to give you an inheritance among all them which are fance . 
tified. “Then they fet off, and we fung mean while: 
Thy death and blood once fhed,—Lord Chrift ! thy 


nail-prints red,—thy fweat in foul’s trouble,—and re. 
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« fo pierced fide,—Tfecure and keep thy people, —till 
« thou com’ft again,—church’s Prince once flain. 

Some of them were continually coming to fee their 
teachers, and acquainted them how it went with them- 
felves and the reit. At fuch times there was always joy 
on both fides; they werealfo particularly glad to hear 
from the heathen, that the baptized behaved fo among 
them as was edifying, though to them uncommon, and 
not always agreeable. Where feveral of them met in 
-one place, their cordial love of one another was obferved 
with pleafure. The brethren led them a good example 
therein. Once when fome of them came upon a vilit, 
and could not go back again for fome time on account of 
the ftrong winds and cold, and by this means fuffered 
hunger ; as the brethren had nothing elfe to give them, 
they divided two fmall ftock-fifh among them, which the 
European fifters had received at the colony for fewing. 
It was but a trifling circumftance, but it led me at leait 
to farther reflection. 


But the brethren had faba after a call to fly to their 
affiftance in a fad fatality, which however was alleviated 
with many pleafıng circumftances. In Kookoernen a dead 
fperma-ceti whale was driven afhore. All the Green- 
landers that come, have a fhare in fuch a fund, and on 
fuch occafions they keep a great feftivity, which is always 
concluded with a dance. Ifaac and Adam from the 
colony admonifhed them not to make fuch an alarm, but 
to thank God for his gifts. But the barbarians only 
laughed at them, and fhouted fo much the more. In the 
midft of the tumult one of them falls down and dies, 

oon after two more that had eat of the fifh died, and 
others the next day. They brought afhore direäily 
many that were fick, and the brethren were fo fuccefs- 
ful as to refcue fome of them from death by fome anti- 
dotal drops; for they had heard that the whale was green 
‚and blue on the fide which was ftruck by the harpoon, 
from whence they fuppofed that the harpoon muft have 

been poifoned *. 2 
It 


* It is probable it was wounded and afterwards loft by a Spanith whale- 
catcher, two of whom were in the Straits this year. One of thefe hips 
was ftranded 40 leagues north of Goodhope; the crew attempted to efcape 

in 
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It was obferved, that firft the eyes of the fick 
_ grew fixed, and their tongues white; then they loft their 
fenfes and their feeling, fwelled very much, and fo died 
away without any pain. But thofe that lived 48 hours 
and could puke, recovered again. All that had eaten 
of the green flefh irrecoverably died, but fome of the 
others were reftored by medicine*. Upon this occafıon 
‘a woman brought her fick fon of twelve years old upon 
her back; he defired with a weak voice that they would 
tell him fomething of our Saviour before he died; they 
did fo, and exhorted him to look to the wounds of Jefus 
with a believing heart, and to think of nothing but, 
Jefus died for me! Thus he expired during their. dif= 
courfe, after they had blefled him, and recommended his 
foul into the hands of Jefus. I 

The brethren could not direétly go in their boat to 
thofe that were fick abroad, becaufe they had their houfe 
full of them at home, and our Noah among the reft. 
He was uncommonly chearful during his ficknefs, and 
faid, as they were keeping a meeting around his bed: 
“« O what great joy have | had this winter when we 
«© have been fpeaking, praying, and finging together! 
« but now 1 can be no more with you.” "They com- 
forted him by faying, that he would mingle with a much 
larger aflembly around the throne of the Lamb, and 
chant much more agreeably that hymn: Unio the Lamb 
in their boat to land, but it is fuppofed were fhot by the artows of the’ 
Greenlanders'and plundered; though thefe lat fay that they found them» 
famifhed to death with hunger and cold, and fo feized upon what they left 
as a booty. This fatality has befallen many a fhip. It was but two years. 
Before, that tie Greenlanders ftabbed the crew of a Dutch fhip in an artfally 
concerted manner. ‘They pofted themfelves among the crew as, if they 
wanted te deal with them: Each of them looked his man in the face, and, 
the fign agreed hpon being given, they drew their knives from under their 
coats, arid everyone ftabbed the many he undertook, Only the pilot and a 
eouple of failörs that were below and fhuf themfelves in, faved their lives: 
and breught the fhip to Holland. In Difko-bay they enticed the crew of @ 
fhip which came to fimuggle, to bring their wares to land; when this was‘ 
done, one was appointed to confe running down to-inform them that the’ 
Danith fa&tdrs were baftening thither to feize them all. ‘The dealers being: 
in a contrernation left their goods where they were, and fled to their boat, 
hut the Greenlanders had ftationed an arnbuftade behind the rocks which. 
fhot fome of them, and in the mean time the reft were bufily employed in’ 
catrying off the goods, 


* ‘The year following many other Greenlanders got: their death by eating 
ardead whale, but that was net in thefe parts. ; : 
. | thar 
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that was. flain, &c. When they afked him whether he 
loved our Saviour very much? He anfwered: “ Yes, I | 
e< dolove him.” In his Jaft hours he faid: “ I have 
“ another younger brother, whom I would gladly have 
“ fpoken to of our Saviour, I recommend him to you, 
 &% and when he comes, pray keep him here, and tell 
him that I defired it on my death-bed.” They fung 
that hymn with him: The Saviour’s blood and righ- 
teoufnefs, &c. Sometimes he joined in the finging with 
an amiable mien, for he had the command of his fenfes 
to the laft moment, and teftified by his words and de- 
portment his longing to be foon with Chrift. May 2, at 
five in the morning, he expired, during the impofition of 
hands and prayer attended with many tears. On this 
occafion their words run thus: “ We thank our Saviour 
‘© for the grace he hath {hewn to him and his family. Ir 
isnot full year fince he came here firft, but as foon 
66 as grace begun to work on him, we perceived an up- 
“ right walk and a daily growth. We never faw an 
& unhappy ‚difeontented' look in him, though he was 
“ obliged to put up with very indifferent accommodations ; 
“ and when the others went to other places to better 
* their outward circumftances, he faid: F will ftay with 
* you, Ihave no want here. He had not fuch gifts as 
$€ the others to fpeak to the heathen; but he was a dif- - 
** ciple on the breaft of Jefus. O bow doth the Lord love 
$© the people! Deut. xxxiit. 3. This text furnifhed the 
« fubyect for the funeral difcourfe.” 

After this the brethren: hafted away to the iflands to vifit 
their people. They alfo met with an opportunity not 
only to urge the true converfion to God more clofely 
upon the heathen, but likewife to accompany the depar- 
ture of two baptized’ perfons of the colony into eternity 
with words of confolation and with prayer. One of 
thefe had been: baptized by Mr. Egede in his childhood, 
and had: continued under an effectual work of grace. 
Befides thofe that died by-this venomous difeafe, another 
unbaptized man died, who had lived laft winter with the 
brethren, and then remained infenfible amidft all the 

race that bloomed in the hearts of others; but in the 
A inttich he was laid hold of. He was quite refigned in 
| his 
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his Gielen eles and exprefled his joy that he could rt, 
a poor finner before the throne of grace. 


; § 6. ' 

The Southlanders pafling by towards the north, or 
coming from it, often called upon the brethren, whe, en- 
deavoured to make known to them the way of falvation. 
Many that were going upwards, promifed to call here 
‘again when they returned; and as foon as they had fur- 
nifhed themfelves with certain neceflaries, they would 
come and live here entirely. Some that lived with the 
brethren and had been inftru&ted, went again to the 
fouth with thofe that were going downwards: They 
promifed to think often on what they had heard, and to 
come again the next year. The diary fays: “ Not one of 
“ thofe that ftaid here all the winter has remained un- 
© moved by the teftimony of the Lamb’s blood; but it 
« is not their mind as ast to be our Saviour’s en- 
Starch Y.,. 

On the other hand fome other families that had lived 
here formerly, and had heard the gofpel, took up their 
final refidence here, and gave hopes that they would 
furrender themfelves up to our Saviour as his property. 
Mathefingoak, that is, the little Matthew, the fon of 
the late Sarah, whom he had left behind in the fouth, 
but bequcathed to the brethren, came again after four 
years abfence. He was indeed grown a little wild, but 
when he was reminded of his baptifmal covenant, and 
told of the words of his dying father, he grew tender, and 
was directly willing toftay. ‘But his friends did not like to 
leave him, becaufe they had difcovered a peculiar ee 
linefs and dexterity in him, However they acquiefced 
when they heard his father’s laft will, and when ‘they 


faw the brethren’s uncommon love to he and his own 


willingnefs to ftay. Some days after, his fofter-father 
perifhed at fea. This event brought his fofter-mother 
and her family to ftay here too. 

The Greenlander Mangek, who was the very firft 
that fubmitted himfelf to the brethren’s inftrudtion, and 
was the occafion of others coming and being converted, 
‘ though he himfelf did not ftay, came now again in his 
diftrefs, and begged us to fetch him and his people, for 


they 


| 
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they had neither boat nor victuals. Hereupon the bre- 
thren write: “It was not in our power to help them a 
“ great deal in their external wants, yet we brought 
“ them hither, and will:now do what we can for them, 
“€ for we have an eye to their fouls.” 


$ 7. hr 


Thus there was a ‘pretty good company of Green- 
landers, befides the baptized, gathered together at New- 
Herrnhut again for the winter. The brethren began the 
ufual morning and evening-meetings and the bands, 
And as experience had taught them that one or another 
mifbehaviour had fometimes intervened among the bap- 
_ tized during their abfence, they were fpoken with one 
by one, in order to remove all mifunder{tanding, before 
they reftored to them their feparate meeting and. the kifs 
of love as a token of their clofer fellowfhip. They were 
very much humbled on account of their faults, and beg- 
Er each other’s pardon with tears, Afterwards juft 
when the brethren intended to have kept a love-feaft with 
them, and to have fupplicated the Lord for abfolution, 
Simon and fome of the unbaptized people fet off to the 
iflands, without the knowledge of their teachers. The 
unbaptized yielded to the perfuafions of the heathen, and 
played at ball with them, and while they were at play, 
one of them, called Kiafuk, fell. down. dead upon the 
fpot. This unhappy accident might indeed have its na- 
tural caufe, but yet as it was coincident with manifeft 
difobedience, it gave occafion to a ferious admonition 
to avoid a needleis and dangerous aflociation with unbe- 
lievers and mingling in their paftimes, and to pay a 
greater regard to their teachers words and regulations; 
and this was not without a bleffing. | ER 
‚A reading-fchool was kept with the children, and a 
finging-fchool with the grown Greenland-women. The 
men who had no time for it, learnt the hymns and the. 
tunes from the reft in their houfes. The brethren had 
now tranflated feveral old and new hymns and fingle 
verfes; but if a verfe was not to be turned into right. 
Greenlandifh, they rather omitted it than let the natives 
fing it without underftanding it, or poflibly with a mif- 
taken idea, Ihe finging hours were an excellent oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity to inftil into the Greenlanders, and efpecially the 
<hildren, the truths of the gofpel in a very agreeable and 
‘perhaps ah eafier manner than by queftion and anfwer. 
‘They learned the verfes prefently by heart, and fööner 
took the freedom to afk the meaning of a verfe than of a 
difcourfe. The finging of our Greenlanders was grate- 
ful to the heathen themfelves, for they had been ufed 
from the beginning not to fing with boifterous votifera- 
tion, but foft, - Bow, and intelligible; and many & 
ftranger has been induced by it to flay and hear a dif. 
courle, a catechifation, or a chapter out of the Bible. 

In general our dear Lord favoured the meetings with 
his prefence, and his Spirit applied the teftimony with 
life to many fouls. “At the end of November they weite 
among other things the following: *“ The Lamb of God 
«t be heartily praifed, that towards evening he fends forth 
“¢ light, and -puts more frequent opportunities into our 
«€ hands to difpel the darknefs by the light of the gofpel, 
< to entetider the obduracy and eoldiefs of the hearts of 
‘© men, and to attract them to him by the power of his 
se blood and death. May he help us on from day to. 
«© day, and convince our and all the other Greenlanders 
“© what his blood can effet on poor finhers.” 

Another time they fay: “ Once there was a great 
se flirring perceived among them, when we read the 
<< xxiid chapter of St. Matthew to them, and told them: 
«© that Jefus Chrift, the King of glory, would sow 
<< have them called too, and that they might all ‘come 
<< to himas they were, and get themfelves adorned with 
<¢ his blood as the wedding-drefs. My heart (fays one 
«< brother) burnt for love, and fome of the Greenlanders 
< burft out into floods of tears, and faid, that they had 
<< felt an energy in their hearts which they could not 
« defcmbe.” S94 | i 
A principal article in this affair, which muft rejoice a 
true judge of the tokens of grace, is, that the miffion- 
aries in preaching and treating with the heathen, {poke 
and acted with a peculiar feeling of their own rehome 
and unworthinefs. Thus at different times one and 
another fays: «© When I am fometimes fo poor and de- 

«« fective that I fcarce know one word to fay, the Lamb 
“ of God grants me a look into his wounds, and then 
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“€ the words flow like a torrent, that both I myfelf and 
‘¢ the hearers are overpowered with fomething ‘unutter- 
“ able. ‘* Weall know who and what we are,—and all 
«€ with one confent declare,—we’ve no preeminence to 
“¢ fhew,—to move our Lord to love us fo.” Dear bre- 
“ thren, you have very little in us to rejoice at; how- 
“¢ ever rejoice in this, that we become poor fintiers more 
“ and more. We will remain in faith and love. We'll 
© follow Jefu’s leadings—throughout our life’s proceed- 
“ings,—and venture when the Prince permits ;”—but 
“ not as heroes, for we cannot act the hero, but as 
“ children, who would gladly do the will of their 
“ Father.” | DEN 


Through the blefing of the Lord the congregation 
was augmented this year with eleven adult Greenlanders ; 
three of them were baptized in February, and the other 
eight at Chriftmas. | PR AR PN 
‘ In the beginning of the year the firft Greenland-pair, 
viz. Simon and Sarah were joined together in matrimony 
according to the chriftian inftitution. Firft the brethren 
fpoke with him previous to it; he propofed a woman that 
did not live here arıl was not baptized, ‘The brethren, 
as might well be fuppofed, objected againft it, therefore 
he took time to confider upon it, dnd the next day he 
faid, he had prayed our Saviour to direct him in this af- 
fair for the good of his foul, and had found that his pur- 
pofe had not been pure, for he had looked more at the 
appearance of the perfon than his foul’s good. He was 
afhamed of himfelf, and would afterwards a& agreeably’ 
to the mind of his teachers. But they were afraid of 
meeting with more difficulty from Sarah, becaufe it is an 
old cuftom among the Greenlanders, that a fingle wo- 
man is not brought to marry by confent, but by compul- 
fion. However fhe was in a good difpofition, and our 
Saviour accompanied the propofal to her with his grace, 
fo that fhe was willing, contrary to their expeéation. 
Then after a fhort exhortation, to let themfelves be 
formed as an image of the Lord and his church, they 
were mutually promifed to each other, and this prelimi- 
nary tranfaction was concluded with prayer. A few 
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days after, all the Greenlanders and fome Europeans 
from the colony aflembled together, and a difcourfe was . 
held on Eph. v. 23, 24. and then they were joined in 
marriage, and recommended to the Lord in prayer as the 
firft married pair that were bound together here according 
to the chriftian rites, wifhing they might inherit a new 
blefing and fhew an edifying example. | 9 


§ 9- , | 
I now come to the relation of fome intermixed occur- 
-yences; from which we fhall fee that the brethren had 
reat reafon to thank the faithful eye and Watchman of 
Ifrael for his blefling in’externals, and for averting many 
dangers in their voyages on account of vifiting or other 
neceflary affairs. Once when they went to fearch for 
wood, a-contrary ftormy wind, and fnowy weather, — 
kept them prifoners a whole week upon a defart ifland in 
a piercing cold without any tent. Another time fome 
‘Greenlanders were fcarce landed fafe with a corpfe they. 
_ had brought home, before a raging tempeft arofe, which 
threatened to overturn our houfe. : al 
At Good-hope they received an account that no fhip 
had arrived this year at Frederic’s-hope, a colony erected 
but laft year; therefore the factor here refolved to carry 
them a couple of boat-loads of provifion, and defired the 
brethren to accompany him with their boat. Juft as. 
they were going to fet off, the other factor came him- 
{elf from the fouth, and could take fo much into his own 
boat that the brethren’s afliftance was not wanted. 
Whenithey were got 20 leagues from hence, the fame un-. 
friendly fform that had imprifoned the brethren for a 
week on an ifland, befet them, and overturned one of 
their boats by its monftrous billows ; two men were. 
drowned, and two climbed upon the keel of the boat, - 
and in this manner were driven about for a league 
before the other boat could come to their relief and fave 
them. | | AR 
~ The Good-hope fhip arrived this year the ad of July. 
The brethren received by it many joyful accounts and 
animating letters, and alfo as much of the neceflaries 
of life as would fuffice for their fubfiftence, with the 
help of what they themfelves could procure. — July 3 
| they 
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they began their new building, which fome particular 
reafons made them put off laft year, and which was now 
become’ more neceflary ; yet. they did not compleat it 
till the, year following. By this fhip the miffionary 
Frederic. Boehnifh. made his firft vifit from hence to the 
brethren’s congregations, in. order to deliver in a verbal 
account of matters, and to ftrengthen himfelf anew, for 
his labour. ' 


THE TWELFTH YEAR 1744. 

FTNHE almoft general ftirring that took place among 

I the heathen. laft year, continued this year in its 
blefled progrefs, and the brethren laboured to. cherifh it 
by their own and the baptized Greenlanders co-agency. 
Yet the enemy ftrove to fmother it, nay even to difpatch 
by murder the inftruments that made fuch inroads upon 
him. But he fucceeded fo poorly, that he loft his cap- 
tive fouls more and more, and they were called and pre- 
pared for eternal. life. er ai | 

‚When our Greenlanders came home from the iflands, 
their account commonly ran thus: ““ We found many 
“* people that heard us gladly, nay that defired us to tell 
** them fomething of our Saviour. Some indeed mock- 
** ed, but were put to fhame by the others.” One that 
awas baptized, once found feveral men fitting together, and. 
{peaking with, concern ‚About their condition.- The 
conitrained him to fit down by them, to talk with them. 
Even an unbaptized man who had at other times ex- 
prefled an enmity againft the word, but could not as yet 
leave a brother of his who was baptized, was once called 
upon by the heathen to tell them fomething. But as 
his heart {mote him, he began to weep, and uttered 
himfelf in a prayer, in which he confefled his own bad 
condition; and this had alfo its effect on the favages. 
» The awakening extended further than the brethren 
could ordinarily vifit; this they were informed of by one 
of the baptized, who had found the heathen very defirous 
many leagues to the north. They urged him.to fit and 
talk to them the whole night. The fecond night he ftol 
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away into a little houfe, to get fome reft. But they foon 
found him out, and he was obliged to ‘gratify their des 
fire of more converfation. A celebrated angekok in this 
place dreamed that he was in hell-torments, and heard 
and faw unfpeakable things. He wept two whole days, 
and then told the people his vifion, adding that he would 
not goon with his delufions any longer. > SI 
§ 2. | A 
Thus the brethren were more and more encouraged . 
to vifit the heathen frequently, or to live fome days with 
them in order to blow up the fire that was under the 
afhes. At one vifit in Kangek a Greenland woman was 
baptized, who could not come to the great celebration » 
of baptifm becaufe of the bad weather. Of this they. 
write: ‘© We were welcomed with much joy by the 
*¢ heathen, and our meflage was heard every mornin; 
and evening with great eagernefs. March 7, the fa- 
“< crament of baptifm was difpenfed. So many people 
« came, that the houfe was quite filled, and fome food 
_ “ without by the windows. After a difcourfe on the 
“© text: God fo loved the world, &c. the candidate was 
“ baptized and called Sophia. The croud ftanding round 
“© were vaftly affected and fhed numberlefs° tears *. 
' « May the Lamb make her a bleffing to her ¢ountry- 
“ folks. She is endowed with both ‘gifts and grace, 
« and the meets already with much perfecution, becaufe 
“© there is a noted’ Angekok at this place, who coun- 
“© téracts us very much. He has threatned to fall upon 
“ us with the well-known band of murderers, ‘becaufe 
‘he fees that our miniftry among the heathen en- 
* ¢roaches too much on his trade. But we rely on the 
*s word of Jefus, that not a hair fhall fall from our 
« head, nor thofe of our Greenlanders, without the will 
“© of our heavenly Father. The oth, a woman fprang 
*e ffom a rock into the fea, and was drowned. The 
“ réafon was’ this, the angekok pretended he "would 
*e cönjure a healthy foul into a fick child; but as it died 
by ibe This is the woman who twe yeafs ago was firft touched by, Arbalik’s 
relation ef the woman of Samaria. [See 1742. § 3.] « She has been finde 
Arche north. At one vilit they fay ofi her: “She is never fatiated) wath. 
“ bearing. She prays, and fings, and. fpeaks with all that will hear any 
ee hing of owr Saviour, and is hated on that account,” 
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€: after all, he laid the blame upon this woman, and 
“ affirmed. that fhe had killed this new foul with her ' 
“ black art. On this account the child’s father lay in 
“ wait to take away her life, and fhe leaped into the 
€ water that fhe might. not be hewn in pieees in the 
© manner that the Greenlanders ferve the reputed witch- 
‘© es. “The forcerers invent fuch lies, when they want 
“¢ to have any body out of the way. The infidels ftand 
“ in great fear of them, but the believers bring their 
“* delufive art into more. and more difgrace. ‘Therefore 
.** thefe foothfayers betake themfelves to this evafıon, 
.** that their fkill does not extend to believers, becaufe 
“ they have fubmitted themfelves to the jurifdiction of 
“* another great Spirit, who always withftands their 
© {pirit,” | | | Pr | 

At the laft vifit in this year, the above-mentioned So- 
phia (who removed in the autumn with her family to 
‚New-Herrnhut) gave them a letter, which the had dic- 
tated, addrefled. to her former houfe-companions. All 
the Greenlanders were eager to hear. it. “The miffionary 
was defired to read it over. feveral times, and had an 
‚opportunity by it to fhew how a foul is. difpofed as foon 
as it experiences the blood of Jefus in its heart, and how 
it cannot, keep, filence, but wifhes all fouls. the fame. 


Some were affected and wept, and .others feemed quite 
infenfible, yet liftened attentively.; Thefe laft. were 
ftruck by the. difcourfe he kept afterwards on Ran. ii. 
475 OF the patience and long-fuftering of God towards 
dead and infenfible man.. Then the account fays: 
* Afterwards I went with Reberga and Efther to the 
* other houfes, .. At.firft we met with nothing but wo- 
men, to whom Efther teftified ‚with moving and 
“< anointed words what, grace the Friend of. finners had 
“ fhewn to her. She fet before them. the example of 
“the great finner Mary Magdalene, and exhorted them 
“to follow it. I was quite pleafed with her difcourfe. 
Then we adjourned to another houfe, where I fpoke ' 
“ on the words: Behold the Lamb of God, &c. and in- 
“ vited them to the approaching baptifm of fome of 
“© their relations. In the evening we came again to. 
** oun lodging; there I {poke on the. text: / give wa- 
SS ters in: the wildernefs, and rivers in, the defart, to give 
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"et dyink to my people.” I felt a particular energy iffuin; 
"€ from the wounds of Jefus, and the people‘ were fo 
.& ftruck that there was fcarce one unmoved. After the 
- difcourfe they fat themfelves down here and there in 
<< Jittle companies to talk over this matter. _ Dec. 5, as 
“& {oon as they rofe, they defired me to fpeak to» them 
ee goain. I fpoke of the agonizing conflict of our Sa- 
& yiours foul when he purchafed us, and that ‘the 
“ bloody fweat trickling down his face exempts. every 
-€ {oul from coming into judgment, who adheres to him 
<“ by faith, We had a bleffed converfation with the 
' © heathen when the difcourfe was over. Anna’s’ bro- 
ther cried. out with tears: Ah, now I begin to un- 
"es derftand why ye.fpeak fo much of the blood of Jefus ! 
“ ] could not look at the old man without tears. He 
-<c had conftantly faid to his fifter: I fhould by rights be 
‘« ‘converted, and’fo I will too, but I know not what 
-«¢ ails me, I cannot rightly come at it. The 6th, after 
4 difcourfe on the good Shepherd, we recommended 
‘¢ them to him in prayer. Anna gave us her daughter 
‘€ to go awhile to our fchool. At fetting off we fung‘: 
‘se Up! up! ye redeemed, be watchful and brifk, &e. Some 
“of them ran along the ftrand to hear what we fung, 
¢ and wept aloud. We ftaid all night with Rofina, 
“ and fhe and her Elizabeth refolved to go with ‘us. 
“ At this place lived fome religious Greenlanders ; 
© therefore 1 fpoké on thofe words: Without me ye can do 
86 yothing ; and fhewed the difference between mere na~ 
“© tural piety and a true change of heart, which induces. 
‘¢ a perfon to abftait? (out of love to our Saviour): from 
“ every thing that he redeemed us from :at the expence 
& of his life, and which endues him ‘with power: through 
« his blood fo to walk even as he walked. When I 
« went away, a girl ran after me weeping and faying’: 
« O’I am too, too bad, and feel nothing yet of the 
.« blood of Jefus; what fhall I do? I faid to her: 
<¢ Here is Either and Rebecca, they can tell thee what 
«© they did. And that they told her with joy.” | 


| $ 3 + mab Tem 
Many Greenlanders came from thefe iflands to vifit 
the brethren from time to time. But there were forme 
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among them that, in fpite of all the work of grace on 
their hearts, ftill refifted the truth, and perfecuted thofe 
that believed, under the pretence that fome of them-were 
related to the murderers of their friends; therefore they 
aimed at taking away their lives to revenge their friends 
blood. The brethren defcribed to them the fin of mur- 
der, and the injuftice of fuch kinds: of revenge, which 
in cafe it cannot find the perpetrator, vents itfelf on his 
innocent relations, nay even on fuch as only happen to 
live in the fame land. The brethren fent for Jonathan, 
who was the chief object of their evil intentions, to 
come to them; the people were appeafed by his pro- 
teftations of innocence, and promifed to do no harm to 
him or any of the believers. “here was one of them 
called Kainak, whom the brethren reminded of the time 
four years ago, when he was laid hold of in a period 
of awakening, and exhorted him to furrender himfelf 
once into the hands of our Saviour. ‘The tears came in 
his eyes, and he knew not what to fay, but that he was 
a miferable corrupted creature, that knew very well he 
ought to be converted, but could not, becaufe he liked 
better to wander up and down with the favages. After 
Kuyayak, Samuel’s brother, had been drowned in coaft- 
ing to the north as was mentioned before, this man took 
his fon Kuanak with him. Afterwards the poor lad was 
feized with a burning fever, and being light-headed he 
wounded Kainak’s wife with a knife; he was beat fo un- 
mercifully for it, that fomebody brought him to the bre- 
thren upon their back as a wretched cripple. However 
they were glad to get him alive again, and cured him, 
This boy’ came now alfo to Kainak; and confefled that 
he had very well deferved the blows; but advifed him 
and the reft of them to be all converted. They wept 
all together, and owned they were wrong *. wen 
_ Some of the other vifitors lamented that they had 
not come here to winter, for the uneafinefs of their 
hearts purfued them without intermiffion, and if they at- 
tempted to fmother it by ball-playing or other diver- 
fions, yet it returned fo much the ftronger. ‘Thefe peo- 
ple were now yery much out of humour with a falfe 
* It will be mentioned in the precefs of the hiflory, that after feveral 
years fome of thefe people were converted. 
D3 prophet 
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prophet and Angekok, who had made the chriftian reli- 
gion fufpicious to them, and warned them againft be- 
lieving in Jefus, pleading that it was a mere invention 
of the foreigners, which might now be feen, becaufe fome 
of the believers died, though their teachers had faid that 
none of thofe that believed in the'Son of God would die. 
Afterwards when he was called to an account before the 
others, and afked, if he had ever heard that the belie- 
vers fhould always remain in this world; he faid: “O 
no, I did not apprehend it fo, but becaufe I knew 
“ that I ought to be converted, and yet would not, I 
- invented this objection, left the reft of the people 
« fhould be converted, and I be left alone.” One can- 
not help wondering at this man’s honeft confeffion of the 
reafon why he did not avouch the chriftian dodtrine; and 
it were to be wifhed that all others were fo honeft, who 
have once determined not to adopt the gofpel-truths, and 
on that account fo eafily furnifh themfelves with argu- 
ments againft them, which have juft as much validity as 
. the curious devices of this Greenlander. He told one - 
of the baptized, that he had a mind to be converted 
too, but that his love for his deceafed children and 
friends kept him back, for if he went to heaven and 
thofe were in hell, he could have no joy there. An 
old man of another diftriét, who had exprefled an en- 
mity againft the word of God for many years, and yet 
came continually a vifiting, was once ferioufly afked, 
why he was fo full of animofity, fince Jefus died for his 
adverfaries too, and would forgive and take away his 
enmity if he was willing? He liftened earneftly to this 
news, and was quite friendly at leaft for this time, and 
early next morning he came again and begged them to 
{peak further to him about the fame fubjeét, for he that 
was crucified in fuch a manner came into his mind as 
as foon as he awoke, After fome further inftruction 
he cricd out: O Jefus, help me poor creature ! “ph 


$ 4. 
In this manner truth obtained one conqueft after the 
other, and the fimple doätrine of the crucified Jefus was 
laid before the moft wild, hard and refifting hearts and 
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minds fo plainly and heartily, as the method of teaching 
under the ‘new ‘covenant ‘requires; neither did it fail of 
proving its efficacy and producing its fruit in its ‘time, 
even when it feemed to lie dormant for fome years. 
But the brethren were not backward to treat fome more {e- 
“verely, efpetially thofe of an audacioufly profligate Spirit ; 
yet as foon as they relented, they led them alfovin the 
evangelical track. | EL ss: 7 | 
In May the aforementioned banditti, who had threaten- 
ed the teachers, marched to New-Herrnhut ata time when 
amoft of the Greenlanders, at leaft all the men, were ab- 
fent in queft ‘of food, and all the brethren but Matthew 
Stach were gone to vifit them. He relates what follows 
concerning it: Er 
 *< "Tihey came from the Sound, where their tents are 
€ now ftanding, firft to the colony and then to us, 
« My room was fo full, that there was no ftirring. “I 
* could not guefs their aim. I knew what they had 
«€ threatened, but I was not afraid, and went on quiet- 
~“* ly with my tranflation. When they had fat awhile, 
“© their chief faid: “ We are come to hear fomething 
* good.” I faid: Lam glad of it, only let the reft of the 
** people come into the houfe firft. He fent for them 
“in dire€tly. I fang firft: Let the world hear, &c. 
“ The Lamb’s fweet. art—hath won my heart,—His 
€ voice I prov’d,—I bow’d, believ’d and lov’d :— John 
 pointed out the Lamb, &c. Then I prayed that the 
“€ Lord would open their hearts to underftand what he 
“ fhould give me to faytothem. After that I fpoke a 
“€ few words on a paflage out of my tranflation 44s xvii. 
** concerning Paul’s occurrence at Athens, and after- 
*¢ wards I faid; ** Yet I will not fay a great deal to you of 
«* the Creator of all things, for you know already that 
*¢ there isa Creator, (This all, but one, confirmed.) 
* You alfo’know that you are’ wicked people, (which 
* they all faid Yes to.) Now then I will tell you of the 
*< moft neceflary point, viz.. that you and we have a 
“ Saviour, who is the fame that made all things at firft. 
« He came into the world like another man, refided up- 
** wards of thirty years upon earth, did the will of his 
s heavenly Father, and inftruéted mankind. ı After- 
DD “ wards 
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wards he was faftened up toa crofs and flain by his 
country-men, who. would not believe his: word. But 
the third day he rofe again from the grave, and after- 
wards afcended up into heaven. Now the time is ap- _ 
proaching when he will come again in the clouds of 

heaven; then all the dead will rife and appear before 
him as the righteous Judge, and he will render to 
every one according to his works. . Then I turned to 
the chief, and faid: But thou poor man! how wilt 
thou ftand before him, when all the fouls whom thou 


- haft difpatched out of this world, fhall ftep forth and 


fay to him that fits upon.the tribunal: This wicked 
wretch murdered us juft as thou hadit fent thy mef- 


‘ fengers to us, and hindered us from hearing the ac- 


count of our falvation. What wilt thou then an- 


‚fwer?” He was filent, and caft his eyes down to the 


earth. I obferved now that a tremour feized them 
all, therefore I proceeded: ‘* Hearken to me, I will put 
thee ina way how thou mayft efcape this tremendous 
judgment, but thou muft foon put it in practice, or 
elfe death will put it out of thy power, for thou art 
old. Fall then at the feet of Jefus. Thou canft not 
fee him, yet he is every where. Tell him that thou 
haft heard, that he loves the human {foul exceedingly, » 


and rejects no one that cries for grace, though he be 
the greateft finner; tell him, he fhall have mercy on. 


thee poor wretched creature, and expunge thy fins 
with his own blood,” and foon. He promifed with 
an affected heart that he would... When I had finifh- 
ed, Anna began, whofe brother they had murdered 
in the year 1739, fhe alfo exalted the power of Jefu’s 
blood, which had evidenced itfelf fo: happily on her. 
and hers, and admonifhed them not to withftand the 
truth any longer. When fhe had done, Sarah came, ' 
and. kept them along difcourfe. They heard it all 
with great attention, and afterwards walked up and 
down the place in a thoughtful pofture. with their 
hands folded, but towards evening they departed.” 


§ 5. 


In March the Greenlanders crept out of their winter- 


houses, and went to their fifhery. Now as the brethren 


had 
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had experimentally found that the baptized and cate- 
chumens frequently fuftained harm in their diffipations 
‚among the favages in the fummer-feafon, therefore they 
made an arrangement, that the baptized women and 
children who had no provider (i. e. no father, hufband 
or brother) fhould live in the tents with fome baptized 
head of afamily, fhould afüft him, and be maintained by 
him. They all acquiefced in it except one unmarried 
Greenland woman, who would abfolutely live witha 
fingle man that was unbaptized, and in order to carry 
her point, made ufe of all manner of fcurrilous refrac- . 
tory language, as fuch people are wont to do, who in- 
veigh againft all orders that are not adapted to the will 
of the flefh and carnal reafon, under the name of con- 
ftraint of confcience and implicit obedience, and thus 
furnifh the adverfaries with fuch plaufible evidences and 
calumnies, as they can expect to gather from difcontent- 
ed deferters. ‘Ichey were obliged to exclude this perfon 
from the fellowfhip of the faithful (for fhe had been - 
baptized) till by the other baptized people’s talking to 
her fhe became afhamed of her difobedience, and begged 

forgivenefs. | 
Er Shneider, one of their teachers went with them, 
that they might regulate themfelves from the beginning 
in a manner becoming chriftians, and might not be too 
Jong without inftrution ;.he kept a meeting with them 
every morning and evening, fpoke with them fingly, and 
had often an opportunity between whiles to fpeak to the 
heathens. Once when he went out to fhoot fomething 
to eat, two little girls fifhing upon the ice called to him, 
and faid that they rejoiced when they faw him coming, 
and now he fhould ftay a little with them, and not only 
‚apply himfelf to the purfuit of partridges, but tell them 
fomething of our Saviour, efpecially as they had no op- 
portunity of coming to his houfe. Accordingly he fpoke 
to them with pleafure, to,the purport of that verfe: 

<< Ne’er let it vanifh from my heart— That I have been 

«© redeemed—by thy excefhive fmart.” | 
In the mean time the Greenlanders vifited in New- 
Herrnhut as often as they could, and by degrees moft of 
them came home again, fo that towards the end of May 
Mineteen tents were ftanding there. But they foon fet 
or 
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off again to the Amaralik-bay to their harveft for cape- 
lins, a kind of fprat, which ferves them in the winter 
for their daily bread. Matthew Stach went with them 
to have a conftant infpe€tion over them and to proceed 
in inftru@ting them. “He had an opportunity of preach- 
ing the gofpel to many heathens there. x 1.30 
In June they returned loaded with temporal and fpi- 
ritual blefings. The miffionary brought fome facks full 
of dried capelins which he himfelf had caught, toencou- — 
rage the Greenlanders to diligence by his example, and 
to have fomething to give the needy in a time of want, 
‘When the brethren had nothing elfe, they made ufe of 
'thefe during the building or enlarging of their dwelling- 
place, which they finifhed fo far as to enter it the 20th 
‘of Auguft; yet this food did not agree with them, fo 
that they were fick and weak by it, but more fo when 
they were obliged to eat mikkiak or half-rotten feals- 
flefh with the Greenlanders. Yet they write: ** The 
<< Lord be praifed that amidft all this he gives us a 
<< chearful heart, and joy in our Greenlanders, which 
<< ig better than abundance, nay than all the treafures of 
“earth.” Ä ETON TION 
‘Towards autumn the Greenlanders went a feal- 
catching, and in October they returned to New-Herrnhut. 
all but two widows, who ftayed with their children a= 
mong their relations. ‘The inhabitants diftributed them- 
felves into three houfes. "The moft confiderable fire of 
each houfe made a meal for the reft of the men, at which 
the outward conduct and order to be obferved among 
them was made known. A man from the colony alfo 
came to beg them to take him in; but he was fent thi- 
ther again, and told, that if he would give his heart to 
our Saviour, and be obedient to the minifter, he might 
certainly find every thing there which he pretended to 
want here. Ä N: 


Now the brethren regulated the meetings and the 
bands anew, and the people were afked if they were 
willing to fpeak of the ftate of their hearts with thofe 
perfons of their nation they were claffed with, and they 
all faid Yes. Yet one man ftaid away from that time, 
and declared without any equivocation or fyudying yar 

ıDle 
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fible reafons, that he had an averfion to fuch free con- 
verfation, for he neither would nor could believe any thing 
he heard here of God; there was no God, but every thing 
game of itfelf, and will always remain as it is. When 
he was fpoke to about it, and the dangerous ftate of his 
foul was reprefented to him, he gave no other anfwer but 
this, that he would never alter the opinion he had once 
entertained, but go the fame way as his fathers had gone 
before him. This frantic fpeech proceeded from the dif- 
quietude of his heart, becaufe he wanted to ftifle the 
work of grace but could not, which muft neceflarily 
breed a conflict in his foul. “This betrayed itfelf when 
he once went unawares to hear a difcourfe on the words: 
The wages of fin is death, at which he was fo reftlefs and 
anxious, that he turned from fide to fide as if he fat upon 
thorns, and at laft rofe up and ran away. | 
On the other hand another man came to one of th 

miffionaries, and begged him to talk with his wife. He 
faid, fhe ufed to be very earneft in the purfuit of what — 
was good, but becaufe he always hindered her, fhe now 
feemed to be brought off from it entirely. He begged 
the miffionary to give her frefh encouragement, he 
would never hinder her any more, but be converted 
'himfelf. A few days after he came to enquire if any one 
had fpoken with his wife, and what effect it had. One 
day one of the baptized faid to his wife, “ Haft thou 
“ never any thoughts about giving our teachers fome- 
« thing? they.do fo much for us, and we do nothing 
€ for them; make each of them a pair of fhoes.” Sim- 
ple as this feems, yet it fhews that the Greenlanders be- 
gan to think of fome grateful acknowledgement, where- 
as formerly they expected to be paid for the loan of their 


ears. 


ee 

The children’s fchool was begun again, and at the. 
clofe each time a text was repeated to them to learn, 
and the next Sunday they were catechized upon it. 
Sometimes they read to them fore animating accounts 
from the children of believing negroes and Indians in 
America, or letters from the children of the nurferies of 
the Unity; then gave them an exhortation to follow the 
good example, and concluded with prayer, ‘They alfo 
| eee read 
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read fometimes fuch kind of accounts of other miflions 
to the adults for their excitation, and after a time they 
fet apart a day every month for this purpofe, which was 
called the Monthly Prayer-Day or Congregation-Day. | 
Such letters and accounts awakened a defire in fome of 
the Greenlanders to exprefs alfo the ftate of their hearts 
and minds in letters to their brethren beyond the fea. 
Accordingly they diftated fomething to the pen of their 
teachers, which they tranflated into German and fent. 
Thus the following letters were wrote this year. © 

1. From: Jonah. ‘* My dear brethren, I have not 
« {een you, neverthelefs I love you, becaufe  Jefus 
<< fought after me asa loft creature and at laft found me. 
< When I was baptized, I promifed to follow Jefus ; 
« but now I am convinced eee no ftrength for it. 
<< Since now I can think nothing good of. myfelf, I 
© ftand in need of the blood of Jefus for my purifica- 
«© tion, that it may make an end of the wickednefs of 
‘© my heart, for it is very corrupt. When my teachers © 
<‘ mention Jefus’s blood, then it gives me joy that the 
<< Lamb hath purchafed me with his blood. But if I 
se flay long among the heathen, I forget it again. 
« Therefore, my dear brethren, pray often to the Lamb 
« of God for me, that he may give mea good heart. 
ee © Jefus, be gracious to me |” 

2. Sarah wrote to the Ordinary: ‘‘I will write to thee 
se about my heart. I feel my mifery, and pray our Sa- 
«© viour that he may grant me to feel his blood. For I 
«€ have no Saviour that can help and fave me, but the 
s¢ Lamb of God. Sometimes when I am alone, I feel 
< that God is prefent to my fpirit, and then I thank 
<< him, But fometimes I feel no kind of good in me, 
< nay mere corruption, and though I ftrive and look 
« about in my mind after him, yet I ftill hanker after 
<< corruption and forget him. - In-the ‚beginning after I 
« was baptized, Ithought now all fin is removed far 
«< from me; but this winter our Saviour has humbled 
<< me very much on account of my finfulnefs. It has 
«© been a great joy to me that fo many haye been bap- 
tized this winter. Now I experience, that with God 
all things are poflible, that even we Greenlanders can 
«© be together in right hearty love. “Though I am vey 

; © worth! 
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«€ worthlefs, yet my teachers love me, and do not de- 
« fpife me notwithftanding my wretchednefs; becaufe 
6 they are acquainted with the Spirit of God and know 
“¢ his mind, they give all diligence to direct me to the 
«€ Lamb of God. O! if the Spirit of God fhould put 


«© it into your heart ‘to’ fend us more teachers, then pray 


_ & do. For God loved us and died for us; when we and 


“€ you fhould have perifhed. But he. has redeemed. us; 
€ this we experience when we get a feeling of the blood 


<< of Jefüs’in our hearts. May Jefus blefs thee. ‘Fell 


“© all thy brethren that I love them very much. 


3. Rebecca wrote te the miflionary who was then 
abfent. © ©. | DOREEN | 
- 6: Hearken, Boenifle! I-cannot tell thee how often I 
s* have thought of thee, and prayed our Saviour to keep 
«« thee and me in his care, and help us always with his 
ecblood. ' Thanks be to Jefus, that he keeps his blood 
«cialwaysin our remembrance. One. thing I experience, 
«< and® that ‘is, that we’ have a Saviour who:helps us‘ 
«<< through with his'blood. :When he lets'me feel my 
«< corruption, I fay to ‘him; remove it from me again, 


stand grant me the powervof thy blood. Now Iwill 


ec conftantly ‘cleave to him, agd thou wilt <alfo do the 


fame for thy heart’s good.” i 


~ ‘The brethren now began to keep feparate meetings for 
each of the different fexes, and to give them exhortations 
with a view to their fex and fpecial’ circumitances. 
Thefe were called choir-meetings, they were kept every 
Sunday, and contributed very much both to their fpirituaf 
edification and alfo to their outward order and exemplary 
walk. But that thefe different meetings might be attend- 
ed with no irregularity, and that every one might know 
the days and hours appointed for the public or the fepa- 


Ls 


Tate meetings, they appointed two fervants, a brother 


and a fifter, for the refpective fexes. ‘The two firft were 
Jonah and Judith. 

» The miffionaries chad every now and then fome ex- 
prefs converfation with thofe of the nation that were ap- 
pointed to keep the bands, that is, fuch Greenlanders 
under whofe infpection thofe fmaller aflociations poe 
fui {pea 


62 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B VI. 
fpeak of the ftate of their hearts, At thefe little confe- 
rences they had an opportunity. of hearing their fenti+ 
ments of the growth of their people, which commonly. 
harmonized very nearly with the thoughts of the teach- — 
ers; or it gave occafion to fome animadverfions on the 
wife leading of fouls. ‘They particularly enforced it on 
them, not to urge or prefs any one:to {peak of his fitua- 
tion, that fo dead or lukewarm people might not. be 
driven to hypocrify. : FOL DIT) 
I fhould protract my fubjedt to too-great'a length, af 
I was to infert all the overflowings of the brethren’s joy 
on various occafions at the blefings and the evidences of 
grace in general andin individual fouls; but it was often 
attended with fhowers of tears, ‘The defire of the Green- 
landers for the word of God kept continually increafing. 
They not only came. eagerly to the meetings, but/alfo 
went privately and alone now to one of their teachers, 
and then to another, fometimes to afk for further iluftra- 
tion or inftruction, fometimes' to bewail their/finfulnefs 
and to defire: thei advice ; fometimes to reveal, the to- _ 
kens of grace that had difcovered themfelves in their own 
perfons. or others, attended with a true change of hearts 
in fhort, to difclofe the finnerlike feeling of their -own 
poverty, and of the precioufnefs of the blood of Jefus. 
Here the brethren write: “ Since we now fee that a- 
<< midft all our own impotence and poverty, the blood 
<< of the Lamb exerts its power on the: hearts of the fa- 
<: vages, baptized or not baptized, therefore this fhall 
<< perpetually remain our text!: Behold the Lamb of God, 
< that takech away the. fin of the: world. | We will.direet 
< all fouls to him, becaufe we ourfelves have, found: all 
< our falvation ‘and! righteoufnefs in him. We will 
freely fpend: ourfelves: in witneffing of his::precious 
“ blood. But why do I fay fpend, it always gives us 
<¢ frefh vigour; and when a coal from the altar ,of the 
<< crofs touches our lips, our mouth flows over with it 
€ anew.” eae ‚iR brs 
| N 9 | t ; bits ano 
In February the congregation was increafed with nine | 
perfons by holy: baptifm, and in December there was-an 
addition of fix new candidates. When. thefe laft:were 
acquainted-of the approaching grace, they burfk out: on 
uc 


i 


Retation or New-HERRNHUT 1744, 63 
fuch afhower of tears, that they could fay no more to 
them for that time. Their minds. were fo full of it, that 
fome’ dreamt about it. They had a preparatory meet- 
ing every day, and the day before they were to. be bap- 
tized) they came fingly, confefled their fins, and were 
_ abfolved by impofition of hands and prayer. Baptifm 
was adminiftred tothem, Dec. 16.  Firft:a difcourfe 
was held on'that text: 7, even I will both fearch my Sheep, 
and feek them out. ‘They were exhorted to draw near 
to the throne of grace as naked finners, and-at their 
baptifm to put on the blood and righteoufnefs of Chrift 
as their robe and wedding-drefs. “Phey dropped more 
tears than words, at the queftions that were afked them. _ 
Among thofe that were baptized was an: old maiden, 
who had been under inftruction fome years. before, but 
the uneafinefs of her heart made her run. away; the fame 
uneafinefs drove her now hither again, and: obliged her 
to’ give way to the power of grace.. Another young 
‘woman was laid hold of fome years ago at the vifits 
of the ‘brethren in: Kangek ; fince then ‘the profited by 
fome chriftian inftrudtions at the northern colony, and 
made good improvement in knowledge: | When: fhe 
had lived again awhile withthe brethren, ‘there came 
a Greenlander who had caft his eye upomhep:for his 
‚wife, and now would take her away -by violence, but 
fhe was refcued from him upon the ftrand. 

- 'Three*children of believing parents were born. But 
as the brethren had made ita rule, not to force the 
holy facraments upon the Greenlanders, but to wait till 
they-earneftly-defired’ them, therefore only the laft child 
was baptized at prefent,' viz. Simon and Sarah’s, who 
begged for it, and. promifed to take good care. of its 
education. The father prayed: over the child, and the 
‘mother being alfo prefent, concluded with a fervent 
‘thankfgiving. They were the firft couple . that were 
joined together here according to the chriftian ritual, 
‘and their child the firft that the brethren baptized. 
This ferupulofity was perhaps carried too far, but it 
fprung from the great reluctance they had to the feeing 
of heathens that had been baptized they did not: know 
“why, roving about wild. ‘They firft made a trial in 
every thing, nor were they yet certain whether all er 
y 4 hai 
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had baptized would ftay there, and educate their chil- 
dren in a chriftianlike manner.. But they received an 
admonition on this head, and ‚when they afterwards 
found that the baptized faithfully kept the promife 
made at their baptifm, always:to ftay with their teachers, 
‘they were lefs {crupulous- of baptizing the children of 
believing parents: Ne aw’ 
One of the miffionaries gives an account of his bap- 


tized» people in a certain writing, part of which I will 


infert, becaufe it fhews us that amidft the real joy they 
felt at the grace vifible in them, they were not blind 
to their faults, but readily owned fuch as they knew 
of: ‘ | ” na 

<< It feems-as if they had all-fome life in their hearts, 
<< but we cannot yet fay that they are all arrived to a 
© fettled : confidence. » Yet moft. of ‘them know. ‚where 
the fault lies, and: long for. the blood of Jefus. 
Many of them have good infight and knowledge, and 
feldom mifs an. opportunity of recommending. the 
grace of our Saviour to others ; but they themfelves do 
not all live in the right enjoyment of it. 5 Their 
«being abfent from us and fcattered among the, hea- 
“‘ then, is a great detriment to them; and yet they 
<< cannot be always with us becaufe of their livelihood, 
"<< though:we do: what we can to prevent their going 
‘oa great way off. We make no difference between 
“© cur baptized people and thofe at the colony, nor do 
s< they make any difference among themfelves. Indeed 
« at firft we obferved a little ftrangenefs, which pro- — 
<< bably proceeded from their being of different coun- 
“< tries, for thofe at the colony are natives of this coun- 
* try, and ours are fouthlanders, and therefore are 
<< looked upon as ftrangers. But this eftrangement 
« foon vanifhed, and thofe that have an upright in- 
« tention, love one another cordially. The miffionary 
« and we are alfo of one mind, and we have bound 
<< ourfelves before the face of the Lord, to carry on the 
<< work in fellowfhip for one Mafter, and not to aim at 
« a bare fpreading the chriftian religion, but at a, true 
s< converfion of the heart through the efficacy of the 
 gofpel of the crucified Jefus.” | 
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One pair of the believers was joined in matrimony 
this year, “Iwo of the baptized inhabitants and a child 
died,. and one alfo of the baptized, viz. Solomon a 
married man, entered the eternal manfions as a finner: 
that had found grace. The brethren had had a great: 
deal of joy in him ever fince his baptifm till this {pring, 
when he was excluded the fellowfhip of the believers: 
forsa, certain tranfgreflion, and went away for a little 
while entirely from hence. But one of the teachers: 
finding him when he vifited the heathen a fortnight af-: 
ter, took him. afıde, and encouraged him to apply to’ 
Jefus for mercy as a finner, land affured him he might 
find a refuge in his wounds, and: there alone, from all. 
fin, all error andevil. At this his -heart grew tender, 
and he fhed many. tears. May: 10, he came again with 
his tent, healthy and: well to New-Herrnhut, but fell 
fick the night after... As it was obferved that he haften- 
ed to his end, and: as he was very penitent for his tranf- 
greflion, and alfo 'aflured the brethren that our Saviour 
had looked gracioufly upon him; he was again receiv- 
ed into the congregation during many tears. Then he 
declared that. he was ready to depart into his eternal 
ftate, told all that vifited him how much he longed to 
be with our Saviour, and amidft his greateft pains, he 
faid: “ O Jefus, thou knoweft that I repofe my confi-, 
« dence alone on thee and thy blood, thou knoweft 
“ that I have no other Saviour. but thee; therefore 
“ ftand by me, poor finner.” Being afked, if he could 
go to our Saviour with joy, he faid, Yes, and added, 
““ Here comes a finner, who would fain,—thro’ the, 
* Lamb’s ranfom, entrance gain.” ’ 


§ ır. 


I will conclude this year with the celebration of 
Chriftmas. Their account of it runs thus: ‘ Dec. 
** 24, we went with our baptized Greenlanders to the 
** colony, and fung fome Chriftmas-verfes before every 
“ Greenland houfe. Then we went into the veftry- 
*¢ room, where Mr, Drachart’s baptized congregation 
** came alfo to us. Firft a Chriftmas-hymn was fung, 
“and then a difcourfg kept on the lowly birth of the 
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Creator of all things, and his deep condefcenfion even 
<6 tg the death of the erofs. The difcourfe alfo touch- 
« ed on the promifes made to the fathers, and their ar- 
<¢ dent expectation of the falvation of God. "Then, 
“© the factor gave them a fupper, and while they were: 
‘eating, they were entertained with fome profitable 
es difcourfe on the feftival fubje&. After finging ano- 
“¢ ther hymn we went back, fung fome verfes before 
‘6 each of our houfes, then aflembled im our hall, and 
« worfhipped the child Jefus on our knees. The 
<< Greenlanders afterward faid: © how many nights 
“© have we waked, and revelled with our heathenifh 
<¢ mirth, but hitherto we have been utter ftrangers to 
«€ fuch joys as thefe, &c. On the evening of the third 
“© holiday, I reminded them of the grace we have en- 

<¢ joyed all in a body at our meetings, and -each apart, 
«¢ during thefe feftival days; therefore we bowed our 
«© knees with gratitude, thanked the Lamb for it all, 
<¢ and begged the grace that this fcene might never be 
‘© withdrawn from our hearts or our memories.” ~ 


‘THE THIRTEENTH YEAR 1745- 


Sick lon 2 I 
gone joy this Chriftmas was crowned with, in~ 
-§) dlined ‘the ‘brethren to make the general feafts 
of the church of more benefit than they had been hi- 
therto, in order to give the Greenlanders a right un- 
derftanding of the great’and good: deeds the Lord hath: 
done for his people; therefore they read them the hifto- 
ry of the refpective events out of the Bible, and made 
fome fhort explanation and application. If the Green- 
landers had not rightly underftood any thing when it 
was publicly propounded, they came afterwards to afk 
about it, which prefented a fine opportunity, not only 
of making it more intelligible to them, but alfo imper- 
ceptibly to difcern: more clearly the principles of their 


hearts and the fituation of their minds, and confequent- 


ly enabled their inftructors to difpenfe the word -of life 
{o as fuited all and each at that feafon. But if the bre- 
thren obferved any. barrennefs or lukewarmnefs, or if 
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even deviations appeared, and bad cuftoms would break 
in again, they took an opportunity to reprove them ei- 
ther in a public meeting, in a band, or in private inter- 
views, in order to reform them, and prevent any eyil 
confequences. & 
€ s on new-year’s day they write: ‘* After reading 
“ the hiftory of the birth and circumcifien of Jefus, 
“ fome of them came to enquire further into the mat- 
“ter, We {poke therefore in the meeting of the bap- 
“< tized, concerning the firft blood which Jefus fhed, 
“ and how that turns to our benefit. But the account 
“© of our Saviour’s fufferings and refurrection furnifhed 
** the chief fubject for bleffed difcourfe together. On 
* the other hand we perceived a certain levity in one 
* houfe, therefore a monitory difcourfe was kept on the 
“ words: Ye afk and receive not, &c. ‘They owned it, 
“ and were alhamed. In another houfe * they were 
“ told, how hard it was to keep difcourfes to them, 
“€ whereas in the other houfes it fowed pleafantly, and 
* they were defired to confider whether the Nlusgifh- 
* nefs and hardnefs of their hearts was not the caule of 
“eit? We perceived it had a good effeét, for two days 
“ afterwards, when a difcourie was kept on the words: 
“© I thank thee Pathér,—that thou haf? revealed it unto babes ; 
““ there was füch an emotion, that neither teacher nor 
©“ hearers could refrain from tears.” 

If the baptized did any thing unfeemly, they were ei- 
ther fpoke with and rebuked in private, or if the cir- 
cumftance required it, in their feparate meeting, or 
were even debarred that meeting for a time. It had ge- 
rerally the effect, that they directly acknowledged’ their 
fault and afked pardon of thofe they had aggrieved. 
Sometimes the poor offender was affrighted; fuch they 
cheared up: fometimes he was affronted ; fuch 
they fuffered to go their own way awhile, till they 
came to reflection, and begged forgivenefs with tears. 
The worft cuftom of. the an is, running 2- 
bout with ftories and idle chat. They were ferioufly 
warned of the fin and damage that may fpring from it, 
and they made them all promife not to carry about the 

* During the winter, the outragious weather frequently obliged them to 
keep meetings in every heufe. 
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“bad things they faw’ or heard of one another, but to give 
timely notice of it to their teachers, that they might 
duly examine into the matter and make an end of it. 
But whoever propagated an offence among the peo- 
ple, fhould be excluded the meeting of the. baptized, 
“as well as he that committed it. | 
But notwithftanding this, the brethren could moft 
heartily rejoice at the vifible proofs of the progrefs of 
“moft of them in grace, or at leaft their upright confef- 
fion of their defects. The bands and the private con- 
verfations were here of great benefit. Once their jour- 
nal fays: ““ After the meeting feveral came into: m; 
“€ room. I took occafıon from the fubjedt of the aie 
«© courfe, to af them, What was the moft dear and 
<< valuable thing to them? One faid: ‘That our Saviour 
«© has chofen me out of the world, and lets me feel his 
“ Jove fo often.” Another faid: S° BecaufeI am yet fo 
«€ ignorant, I want to learn the words of falvation - 
<< rightly, and to keep them in my heart.” A third ad- 
ce ded: Once I was fo eager after knowledge too, and 
« thought, if I could but learn a great deal, then I 
<¢ fhould have what I ought to have. But afterwards 
«© when I found, that with all my knowledge, the 
se wounds of Jefus were ftill foreign to me, nay, fome- 
«€ times my contempt and averfion, then I was fhock- 
ec ed at myfelf, and found I muft be converted anew. 
« Now nothing is fo agreeable to me, as his blood.” 
“The laft faid: “ This I have not got yet. I am ftill 
ct choaked with the cares for a livelihood, and though 
it avails nothing, yet I cannot rightly extricate my- 
<< felf from it.” This fame man faid once to his clafs: 
<¢ Brethren, I obferve that we always like to fay fome 
«© good thing of ourfelves. Yet it is well known that 
| «© we have bad things enough too, therefore it would 
«© be beit for us to fpeak of things as they are.” And 
he himfelf direétly fet the example.’ ae 
In another of the men’s bands it was lamented, that 
the right thirft for the blood of Jefus was not perceived 
in all of them. : This gave vent to an open-hearted con- 
fefion. -One faid: “The thing is true, and I am one 
«© that muft be. afhamed of myfelf. [have been bap- 
se tized, but now it is to me as if I was not. NR 
~ . 66 or 
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*¢ For foon after’ my baptifm I went among the favages, 

- and became unfettled and vain. When my heart 
se told me I fhould goto my teachers, and lay open my 

** heart; I perfuaded myfelf that it would be to no pur- 
* pofe, for they could not help me, neither could I keep 

$€ to what they told me; therefore it would be better for 

** them not to know how it was with,me. . This made 
“* my heart grow colder and. harder.» Now it. gives me 

‘ pain, and I beg our Saviour to foften’ my. heart with 
“ his blood.” : 


A 


a 2 | 

It is certain. the intercourfe with the wild Greenlan- 
ders was a dangerous. rock, for thefe weak beginners, 
{which yet was not well to be avoided, becaufe they 
‚were obliged to be often and long abroad to feek food.) 
‚For.as the, heathens could.no more withftand the truth, 
nor, like other heathens, confidering their deep igno- 
‘tance, fet up fome invented wifdom of man. in oppoli- 
tion to it; therefore they went another way to work, 
and tried to feduce the believers to join in their revel- 
lings, by all forts of allurements, that fo they them- 
felves might have an excufe.to refift and ftifle the.con- 
viction of their confcience and the uneafinefs of | their 
heart, The teachers could not go every where with 
them, and the vifiting was not fufficient always to warn 
them at the right time. ‘This timely caution they were 
obliged to commit to, the maternal care of the Holy 
Ghoft, and to defire their people to hearken to his 
voice with a liftening, ear.and an obedient heart. Thus 
I find it once noted: \“¢ At their departure. we {poke to 
““ them on thofe words, Remember Fefus Chrif?, (2. Tim. 
“ ii. 8.) that he alone was able to help them when 
** they would be fcattered ainong the wild favages, and 
“ fee a variety of enticements to evil. The. fervants 
** were exhorted to ferve their mafters faithfully. The 
“ children were ‚catechized from the laft text they had 
* learnt: In bis humiliation his judgment was taken away, 
** and who foall declare his generation? They were told to 
“* think always aboutthefe things, to repeat their texts 
*“ and verfes often to the heathenifh children, and to 
** fhew by this what Spirit they were the children of, 
‘© At taking leave, there was a general emotion; great 
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‘© and fmall, baptized and unbaptized, all wept, and 
«© we wept with them at the grace that the Lord hath 
<< {hewn to us and our Greenlanders this winter. Some 
<‘ lamented that they were obliged to go away, and 
«© faid: It was quite another thing to them new than 
sit was at firft; for then they liked to take a trip 
«© fometimes to the heathen, but now they were very 
“© much afraid. We gave them that promife for their 
<< comfort: «“ Where two or three are gathered together 
€ in my name, there am I in the midft of them.” ~ 
Some of them came now and then on a vilıt, and faid, 
that every Sunday the baptized came together from the 
iffands round about, and kept a meeting, and that fome 
of the heathen came to it and behaved very devoutly, 
though they were foon carried away again into their 
wild courfe. One of them was defired by the favages 
to tell them fomething good.» At firft he could not re- 
colleét himfelf, but by and by he bethöught him of 
thofe words, (Ifa. Ixv. 2.) I have fpread out my hands all 
the day, &c. This led him, though with more tears at his 
own unworthinefs than words, to fpeak fo much, that the 
had quite enough. A conjurer there had laid heavy char- 
ges on the believers, that their new doötrine and way 
of life frayed the fea-fowl away forfooth, after he had 
releafed them from the fubterraneous regions by his art. 
When the cold increafed, they offered part of their 
houfe to our moft diftinguifhed Greenlander, © whofe 
teftimony found the moft entrance; but he perceived 
their artifice, and civilly declined the invitation. Then 
they attempted to inveigle him to feveral forts of plea- 
füres, but as they could not prevail with him that way 
neither, they made him an offer of fome of their things, | 
if he would go only once with them. He felt an incli- 
nation to the things, becaufe they were juft fuch as he 
ftood in gteat need of; but was dire@ly rebuked in his 
heart, and refufed them. At laft away they went, tel- 
ling him, he carried matters quite too far; that after 
this rate they could have no communication at all with 
‚ the baptized. However it had this good effect, that the 
heathens of the place where he was, were afhamed to 
live fo yery wild and unruly as the yen ee | 5 
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_ The brethren went abroad as often as they could to 
yifit their people from ifland to land, and if they met 
with any heathen that would hear them, they fet the 
gofpel before their hearts. One fuch vifit is related in 
the following words. “ In one place fome of the hea- 
“then told us, that a man who fome time ago vifited 
S¢ us frequently, died lately, and teftified that he was 
“© not afraid of death. We told them the reafon, why 
"6 thofe that believe need not be afraid of death, but 
€ may rejoice when they put off the garment of flefh. 
* Then we came to an ifland where many of our bap- 
‘6 tized: fojourn. They were very glad to fee us again, 
“and had a ftore of pretty queftions to afk us, which 
“ we refolved. May ıft, after the morning-meeting we 
«S. {poke with all the baptized and fome of the unbapti- 
6 zed fingly, and in the evening fpoke on the words: 
<< God is love, &c, ©The 2d, in'the morning meeting we. 
<< fhewed thermhow they might be acquainted with: the 
© oreat Teacher, who would abide with them for ever, 
se if they do not wilfully grieve him. ‘Then we went a 
“ couple of leagues further to Kookcernen. ‘The firft 
““ tents we got fight of, were not our people. Yet we 
S landed at fome places. Thofe that wanted to hear, 
* foon came to us, and we exhorted them not to neg- 
“ leé& the offered grace in the day of falvation, but to 
“6 embrace a Saviour with joy, that they might receive 
“© power ta become children of God. One woman 
“* came after us and faid: “Ah I fhould be very glad to 
“ hear the word of God, for at prefent I know but one 
* fingle text: Awake thou that fleepel” We explained 
“ this fhort faying to her, and told her, that he that 
“© had imprinted that upon her heart, would give her 
+ more if fhe afked him. She faid, fhe did not know 
“ how to pray, - We taught her that yerfe: O my 
‘$ heart’s lovely Jefus dear, &e. From hence we went 
* to fome of our own people. They directly confefied, 
«© that they had played at ball with the unbelievers, and 
“now they were uneafy and could not converfe with 
“¢ the reft of the baptized with right heartinefs and free- 
“dom. "We admonifhed them not to put themfelves 
upon a level with the world any more, nor to do 
| E 4 *“ things 
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things out of compliance, whereby they made them- 
felves the fervants of men, and) gave offence inftead 
of edification to the heathen. «Upon another ifland 


‚we. found things. better. No. defcription can paint 


the joy they had in us, nor the joy we hadein them. 
Scme of them turned their hearts infide out, and laid 
bare all that was in them: good and bad. Some told 
us, what honourable reproach they had borne from 
the infidels, We kept the evening-meeting onthe 
text: Looking unto. Fefus, &e.: The. 3d, we divided 
ourfelves into feveral tents. on the’ ifland, that they 
might all hear fomething. Then swe»vifited round 
in every tent. In one, only two’ heathenifh!womén 
were at home, who were very: much moved «at what 
we faid. When we told: them, that they might al- 
ways pour out their heart ‚before; Our :Saviour, and 
comfort themfelves that he would give vthem ‘2 grä- 


cious hearing, they ıfaid :, *“,Alas !..we poor creatures 


can fcarce do that! However the youngeft cried to 
her mother: “ Do thou pray.” And when: fhe 
would not, the daughter herfelf began and prayed fo 
fervently that we did nothing but weep for joy at 
hearing her.. Many both baptized and unbaptized 
came to the evening meeting, which-was held on the 
words: Jefus, thou Son of David, have ‘mercy on me! 
The Lamb of God was in the midft of us. ‘The 4th, 
before’ our return. we kept one difcourfe more; on 


overfight and guidance of our Saviour, and came 
home fafe in the evening.” aT yl fh | 


§ 4. 


In May they all came home, to go together to the 


herring-fifhery. One of the miffionaries went with 
them, to keep up the preaching and the daily meetings 
for edification. In the interim many Greenlanders from. _ 


“the 
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the. fouth and north vifited at New-Herrnhut, as they 
did many times before and after. - Moft of them indeed 
came to fee fomething new, and not to hear the gofpel. 
But the curiofity of many a one turned out quite other- 
wife than they thought, for the teftimony of Jefus ftruck 
a hook in their heart, which they could not always dif- 
engage themfelves from. Some came again and brought 
others with them, ‘that they might hear fomething good 
too. Many came to fee their relations, who painted 
the happy life of faith fo amiably, that fome were di- 
re€tly influenced to ftay. But others refifted all at this 
time, though fome years -after they were caught too, 
Some of thefe people had heard nothing at all till now, 
others ‘only a little in converfing with the baptized, or 
even with the neighbouring heathen inhabitants, -nay | 
fometimes’ only with the children of the heathen ; as 
for inftance, one woman had learnt this verfe from a 
heathen child: “ And now the Lamb from blemifh 
«€ free,—who on the rugged fhameful tree,—for me his 
“ life laid freely down,—for my true Lord and God 
« ] own;” which is out of the hymn, The Saviour’s 
blood and righteoufnefs, &c. One of the fervants of 
the factory brought an account, that being on a trading 
circuit, he met with many Greenlanders who would be 
glad to hear fomething’ of our Saviour, and that fome 
of them would foon come hither. Several from the 
colony at Frederic’s-Hope came to fce the brethren, - but 
the brethren had heard before that they had ftirred up an in- 
furrection laft winter, and wanted to kill the minifter, 
becaufe he had put a ftop to their dancing, and when 
their plot proved abortive, they fled from. the place with 
a horrid fhout: Torngarfuk ajungilak !\ i. e. "Toorngarfuk 
is good! in the fame manner as the people of Ephefus 
cried out: “ Great is Diana of the Ephefians.” | There 
was not much to be done with thefe mutineers at this» 
time. - 

Some of the favages, and efpecially their angekoks, were 
mightily taken up with fome ominous dreams, which fcared 
them and others for fome time. Thus one of them, 
who fome years fince had heard the ‘gofpel, »but now 
dwelt at-a great diftance, faw heaven and ‘hell and feve- 
ral perfons in a dream ; and a daughter of his, but 
u eight 
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ight years old, had a vifion of the fame kind. © After 
this dream he made a little box, and carved feveral 
fieures in the wood, which were intended to reprefent 
Jefus, Paul, and fome other teachers in a luminous 
place, and fome Greenlanders, who were to repre- 
7 the damned, in a dark place. This imagery 
he fhewed about, and interpreted every where. It is — 
- difficult to decide whether {uch fingular things are to 
‘be ranked among the wholefome corredtive dreams that 
Elibu fpeaks of to Job; or compared with the operation 
‚of the {pirit of divination in the damfel at Philippi, who 
would help Paul to preach, 4&s xvi. or with the fuper- 
' ftitious whim of a certain heathen emperor, who placed 
Jefus and Paul among his domeftic gods, So much is 
certain, the brethren never laid any ftrefs upon it, but 
put a reftraint upon their Greenlanders from telling their 
dreams to others, let them be ever fo pretty, that they 
‘hight not be taken up with good fancies, or poflibly 
‚even make a cuftom of them. — - 


| | en RN 
In the: fummer, Frederic. Boehnifh. came back. from 
his -vifit in Germany. On his journey thither 
two years ago, he was ftopped in one place by 
the foldiers, All their efforts could not make him en- 
Jit, yet. he was detained for fome weeks, and fent from 
one place to another. His meek ftedfaftnefs, and his 
-occafional teftimony, not only won him the favour and 
kindnefs of many of the officers; but alfo ftirred up fome 
of them and fome common földiers. to a confideration 
about their foul’s falvation.,  "T'hefe gave him an empha- 
tical meriiorial to the General, and the Lutheran abbot 
‘Steinrrietz took alfo a good deal of pains in his behalf, 
-and thus.a difcharge was obtained. Then he purfued 
his journey to Herrmbhuth,  vifited the congregations in 
Silcha, and fpent the refidue of his time in Marienbern, — 
swhere he was prefent at the fynod, and delivered in an 
account of the miffion. Inthe mean time his wife fol- 
lowed bimy having been obliged by fieknefs to lie by, 
and fhe’ catried -her two children to the nurferies of the 
Unity to be educated. March 13, being the day before 
he fet oution his return, he received ordination, an 
is ify 
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tify him the better for the profecution of his call; and 
then embarked with capt. Idze Alders one of the Dutch 
whal s, who made him his chaplaın from Holland 
to Greenland. He tarried on board the fhip during the 
whale-fifhery in Difko-Bay, and fhould have been fet 
afhore at Good-hope on their return. But as a ftrong 
fouth-wind fprung up when they were fourteen leagues 
from thence, which commonly clogs the coaft with ice, 
he chofe to land dire@ly, notwithftanding there was a 
thick fo; and the fhip was immediately obliged to put 
off to fea. The Greenlanders carried him from this 
place to his brethren. ak ie 

‘The whole inlet was prefently crouded with fo much 
ice, that the inhabitants could neither go out nor in. 
Ay 19, there was however fo much opening, that the 

anifh fhip had room to run in, though in great dan- 
ger. The eldrefs Rofina Nitfchman, and two fingle fif- 
ters, arrived in it. But the captain would not take 
their condu&tor with them. July 37, John Shneider 
was married to one of thefe, called Rofma Shicfer, and 
Aug. 6, Mr. Drachart the Danifh miffionary. was mar- 
ried to the other, Rofina' Tbiem, for he had delired a help- 
mate from our congresation, 

Jolm Beck, and alfo the above-mentioned Rofina Nitfch- 
man, fet off with this fhip for Germany; and he took 
his children with him, becaufe they now faw plainly 
that they could not give the children that education 
here, which would be necefläry for the furtherance of 
the work among the heathen, and for the edification 
of the young folks among the Greenlanders. Soon 
after their departure, the brethren were alarmed with 
a fad account brought by the fhip that fhould have run 
into the fouth-colony, but could not the fecond time 
for the ice; they faid, they had feen a funken fhip in 
that diftri&. But it did not prove to be theirs, for the 
angel of the Lord conducted them fafe to Jutland. 


By this time the Greenlanders were gone again inte 
their winter-houfes, and their hours for inftruétion and 
edification were new-regulated, The brethren tranflated, 
for the ufe of the public meetings, an incomparable little 
ie | eg i inh vat a erh, 
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text-book .of its kind for the year 1740,' entitled: The 
Lamb of God fet: forth, &c.. containing the. fame num- 
ber of pithy choice texts as|there are days in the year, 
all relating to the true Gedhead, Manhood and Media- 
torial office of Jefus Chrift. . At fpeaking’ on thefe texts, 
there was often an, uncommon emotion. The texts. are 
very fhort, and fo are the -little ftanza’s under them ; 
_ therefore the Greenlanders: treafured up: moft.of them 
in their memories, and took: frequent occafions to fpeak 
with their teachers about them, by which. means they 
were, better inftructed.... They» alfo tranflated feveral 
more hymns, fo that they had now upwards of forty in 
all. ‘At this time. the ‘Yeo Deum- laudamus diftinguifhed 
itfelf very much, »as did’ alfo, that. charming confeflion : 
_ * That’s the moft ftriking fubjeét;—my wounded Lord! 
<< when I—look .at;thee, my: foul’s objeét,—conftrain’d 
** by love to; die;—and how from thy blood fhed for 
“* me,—my, happinefs is flowing—here and eternally,” 
&Sc. Befides this they delivered ‚fome difcourfes. on. the 
Lord’s Prayer, that the Greenlanders might know what - 
they prayed-for. | el Fran 4 EN 
Eighteen perfons were incorporated into the congrega- 
tion by holy baptifm. Some of them had parents and 
other relations in Kangek ;, therefore they were invited 
to the baptifmal at, and. firft afked, whether they had 
any thing to object to the baptifm of their. kindred, and 
whether they ‚would be a hindrance, or not, to. them 
hereafter in their fellowfhip with theibelievers ?. They ex- 
prefled their entire fatisfa@ion,; and added, that. they 
themfelves would prepare to come here to live and be 
inftrudted.. Only one man kept his wife back from 
being baptized, contrary to his promife, by taking the 
' child away from her. When they afked him, at the 
next vifit, why he did it? he would give no other anfwer; 
but that he could not be fo long without the child, Yet 
he defired them, to baptize both him and his wife at 
their own houfe ; but in this they could not gratify him, 
becaufe they plainly faw that he with-held his wife out of 
vexation that-fhe was preferred before him... - 1,7 
| They now began to admit the catechumens. that they 
intended to.baptize foon, to.come fome beaten 
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the meetings of the baptized, that they might enjoy mor® 
‘inftruction and bleffing. | | 

When Greenland children were born of parents not 
yet baptized, they were bleffed foon after the birth by the 
impofition of hands, if the parents defired it, according 
‘to the example of the miffionaries in St. Thomas’s. 

Some witnefles were felected from among the baptized 
at the baptifm of the children. ‘They made this inftitu- 
tion plain both to the parents and the fponfors, that the 
fponfors were to bear a care_of the child’s education in 
{pirituals and temporals, and in cafe it became an orphan, 
fhould train it up as if it was their own, and never allow 
the claim that any of its heathenifh relations might pretend 
to it. And this the fponfors promifed at the baptifm in 
the prefence of the whole congregation. 


— 


At the end of the year the congregation amounted to 
53 fouls. The firft child baptized-here, entered into 
eternity. A Greenlander belonging to the northern co- 
lony, called Tullimak, was drowned. He was one of 
thofe who had been in Copenhagen, but at this time 
was with his brother Simon at New-Herrnhut. He was 
caft upon arock in a ftorm by a wave, together with one 
of our unbaptized people: The latter efcaped, but Tul- 
limak was wafhed off by the fea. Another had a hole 
rent in his kajak’by a feal, but he got upon a flake of 
ice and ftopped the hole. 

Our brethren were twice delivered from danger by 
water. In May, when earth and water were’ frozen and 
the land covered with fnow, a noife arofe in the morning 
like the roar of a great ftorm. Before they were aware, 
the houfe was full of water; they ran out to divert the 
ftream, fuppofing that it proceeded from melted fnow, 
but behold all without was hard and dry. In the {pace 
of an hour all the water was gone, and then they found 
that it had fpouted out of the earth like a brook, both 
in the dwellins-houfe and the ftore-houfe ; but ut 
never happened before nor fince. It was juft flood at 
full-moon, which has fuch an influence on the brooks 
and fprings, at leaft in Greenland, that they not only 
fwell at fuch times, but the water alfo rifes out-of the 

earth 
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earth in places that are higher than the furface of the 
fea. In Auguft, when they went out to hunt, and at 
the fame time to carry fome provifions to their brethren 
who were returning, they were inclofed with ice during 
a thick mift. But they had time enough to leap upon 
a great piece of ice, and draw'their boat up after them. 
After they had fpent four hours in this cold retreat, an 
opening made itfelf fo, that they could proceed further. 
Some of the teachers were feized this year with feyere 
ficknefles, which were the more dangerous as they had 
no medicines. But the Lord, who is our phyfician, 
gave them proofs of his wonderful affiftance. “he love 
‘and concern of the Greenlanders, who almoft all came 
even from the moft remote places to fee their teachers 
once more, was a great cordial to the fick patients. 


THE FOURTEENTH YEAR 1746. 


§ 1. 

HE general ftirring among the favages feemed 

now to abate, but on the other hand the little 

flock of believing Greenlanders increafed continually. 
Such as grace could mafter, and fuch as liked to be 
advifed, drew nearer to partake of the happinefs that 
their hearts were deftitute of. But fuch as would not 
yield up their hearts to their Creator, endeavoured to 
get out of the way of a reftlefs confcience and its de- 
mands; and if they had an opportunity, to detain others 
by fraud or force. The greateft ftirring had been in 
Kangek. Many of thofe that were touched, repaired 
to their believing country-people ; others wandered 
about awhile longer with the favages; and others were 
undetermined which fide. they fhould take to. , Thus 
upon a certain occafion it is faid: ““ May 29, many 
“ ftrange Greenlanders vifited us, and among them 
“© was one who had been very much laid hold of two | 
“© years ago. I afked him, if he had no remains left 
<¢ in his heart of what he had heard and felt two years 
“ fince?. He anfwered: “ The firft year I thought — 
““ a great deal about it, but now it is as if it was all — 
“ flown away.” I faid again: But haft thou no nue 
* then 


- 


| Reiarion oF NEW-HERRNBUT 1746. 79, 
then to fide with the believers? He replied: “I 
< know it would be well fer me to live with them, 

« and hear 'God’s word, but I am too much linked 
“ to earthly things, and cannot extricate myfelf.” 
« Afterwards when I fpoke further with him «of the. 
“ happinefs of thofe that believe, and how he would 
« once repent his letting the time of grace pals over, 
“ the tears ftood in his eyes, and L perceived that his 
<¢ heart was not yet quite infenfible.” 

"The angekoks laboured to draw fuch irrefolute peo- 
ple to their fide again, . and to intimidate ‘them, from 
being converted by all forts of invented tales... A fhrange . 
. angekok came to Kangek, and warned the, people 
againft giving ear to the chriftians, giving out that 
he had performed a journey to heaven, to know how 
it went with the fouls of the Greenlanders, ‘nere he 
had found all the baptized in a wretched condition, 
without food and raiment; but the unbaptized in great 
affluence. A formidable account was alfo brought them, 
that a baptized Greenlander who had died at the 
northern colony, appeared again quite naked, and, faid, 
that he had been driven into a dark difmal hole, where 
he endured great diftrefs. Thofe that were glad to get 
excufes, believed fuch fictitious ftories, and added, that 
the foreigners infli@ed thefe punifhments on them, be- 
- caufe they had killed their ancefters, Indeed thofe now 
here did no-harm to their bodies, but tried to bring 
them into a ftate of unhappinefs by their new opinions 
and ufages. | 

However thefe deceivers effe&ted very little. As foon 
as the firft impreflions of their forgeries were evaporated, 
the Greenlanders came in abundance to vifit and hear 
the word, efpecially if they knew there would be a bap- 
tifin, and many wifhed to be partakers of the fame 
grace. | 

There came alfo many ftrange fouthlanders, but they 
were very ungovernable, and committed many extra- 
vagancies.. A baptized widow and her child came. back. 
again in the company of. thefe people, but notin the — 
moft fatisfactory condition. However fhe had borne 
a good teftimony of the, truth, and made fome of pss) 

Wind 
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wild folks attentive, fo that the brethren could lay the 
truths concerning their Creator and Redeemer clofer to _ 
their hearts. | | Bun 

Several came into this country out of the north, who 
were not perfectly ignorant before, but now were 
brought to more reflection by converling with the bap- 
tized people. Some of thefe begged permiffion to live 
. with our Greenlanders, to which the brethren anfwered, 
that as they perfuaded no one to remove hither, fo they 
bid no one go away that came, provided he was no 
hindrance to others. A woman came alfo, who had 
lived here. more than once before, but ran away again; 
fhe now aflured them fhe could not hold it out any 
longer with the favages, and would henceforth gladly 
be obedient to the truth. f They 


Ä $2 ae 
The more our baptized and catechumens faw inte 
the bleffing of daily tuition and inftruétion, and the 
detriment arifing from their being fcattered, the better 
they habituated themfelves to focial living together under 
the infpection of their teachers, and at the fame time 
were convinced that the external good rules and orders 
aimed at their’temporal and fpiritual profperity, and not 
at compulfion and fubjeétion.. Thus a believing married 
pair, who had been over-perfuaded to join in an excur- 
fion to the fouth, could the readier follow the brethren’s . 
advice to continue here for the prefent, becaufe th 
themfelves knew that they were but newly. baptized, 
and not yet rightly eftablifhed. And the women, who 
were forbid going on board a fhip that wintered here, 
plainly faw that the motive of this prohibition was not. 
arbitrary power, but their own welfare and honour. 
When they were obliged to go to the fifhery at the _ 
iflands, they went almoft all to one place, that they might, 
proceed in mutual edification among one another. As 
- foon as ever they had procured what was neceflary, they 
came again to their teachers, who had conftantly vilited 
them in the mean time. If they went any where to 
ftay a long time, one of the teachers went with them. 
Accordingly the Greenlanders that went this year upon 
the fifhery in Kookcernen, which lafted feveral weeks, | 
were 


° 
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were never left without one of their teachers, though 
thefe latter had themfelves at that time all hands employ- 
ed in cutting turf and gathering wood. It is not necefla- 
ry at prefent to fpecify at large their vifiting the heathen 
from time to time, and how the Greenlanders alfo omit- 
ted no opportunity to declare the Lord’s death wherever 
they came. Yet I will mention one inftance. In March, 
“* Timothy came home from vifiting his friends in the 
“* diftrict of Fither’s-bay. Neither he nor his people 
© could exprefs how ardently they longed to be with us 
“ again. ‘hey had fpoken of our Saviour to all that 
** would hear them, and their words were acceptable to 
“© fome.” 

They vifited from time to time the few baptized that 
were obliged to live at other places with their parents, 
or fent occafionally others of our baptized to enquire af- 
ter them, ‘Thus oni abode a few days with Bath- 
iheba’s parents, and his teftimony proved a blefling to 
them and five other families that lived there. As often 
as our brethren went afterwards to that houfe, they 
found a great ftirring, which Bathfheba gave occafion 
to, who had taught her younger fifters fome texts. Of 
one.of their vifits they write: “ It often affected our 
** hearts when we faw the little children fitting toge- 
““ ther upon a rock, finging pretty verfes, and talking 
** together thereupon. “The whole family is now well 
* inclined. It is fcarce neceflary to fay much to the 
** parents, the children do it without us, and even 
** thofe that cannot fpeak, fhew the old folks where our 
** Saviour was wounded in his hands, feet and fide. 
“* But yet quite another afpect and vital principle thines 
out of Bathfheba’s eyes; it is obvious in her that fhe 
has been baptized with the blood of Jefus, and lives 
* and acts under its powerful influence.” 


§ 


This time Frederic Boehnifh went with the whole 
Greenland flock to the Capelin-Fifhery. The order ob- 
- feryed, that the Greenlanders might provide the neceffa- 
ty ftores, and yet fuftain no damage to their fouls, me- 
rits a more particular fpecification. I prefent it to the 
reader in their own words: | 

Vor. Il. | ‘““ May 
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ce 


“© May 13, was a peculiarly blefled congregation- 
day; fome accounts were read, and three C reenlan= 
ders ‘were baptized, which we were obliged to do 
in the open air becaufe of the croud of people. : Final- 
ly the order they were to obferve at the capelin- 
fifhery, was notified. It was ajoy to them that one 
of us would bear them company, and they promifed 


to undertake nothing without his advice. 


“ The 18th, they made ready for their departure. 
The poor, that had.no boat, and the widows and their 
children that had no provider, were diftributed among 


: the reft, that they might reap fomething too, and not 


be burdenfome in the winter. Many of them came 
to fpeak feparately with one of us before they went, 
about their paft fituation. Some wanted very much 
to hear what they fhould do, to be "kept from evil in 
their abfence. We knew no better counfel to give 


them than this: “ Let his five wounds tora wide 


for you,—remain your rock-holes fafe and true. Re- 
joice in the Lord always. Love one another heartily; 
and give no credit to the enemy, if he.would perfuade 
you that you are not good enough for our Saviour, 
becaufe he only aims by it to make you fhy towards 


him, and to bring you into an eftrangement and 


diftance from him, that he may afterwards furprize 
and fupplant you the more eafily.” 

« The ıgth, when. they had loaded their boats, we 
walked down to the ftrand with them, and reeom~ 
mended them to the powerful proteCtion of our dear 
Father, the conftant nearnefs of our Beloved, and 
the careful nurture of the Holy Ghoft ; and at taking 


leave we fung: “I cannot poflibly leave off,—I have 


not thee embrac’d enough,—I kifs thee yet once 
more—on thy abus’d, thy bloody cheeks ;—my long- 
ing muft have what it feeks—on thine unnumber’d 
wounds and fores.” Then we fet off in fourteen 
boats and many kajaks. The catechift Berthelk 
Larfen and five boats from the colony joined us. We 
advanced but four leagues. In the evening I kept a 
finging-hour. Afterward fome Greenlanders vifited 
me in my tent:; by degrees we entered into a very happy 


converfation, how it will be with us above. I know 


“€ not 
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not how to exprefs the fubftance of our blefled dif- 
courfe, and the heavenly feeling attending it, better 
than in a couple of old verfes very dear to me: « His 
eyes, his mouth, his fide, — his body crucify’d, — 


which faith here refts upon, — our eyes fhall fee. 


anon,—and there in perfon greet—his wounded hands 
and feet.” ‘* At fuch a time of grace,+what eye-lid 
can reprefs—the tears fuch joys’ produce I—nay, they 
will burft the fluice,—and overflow the cheeks,— 
juft like a dam that breaks.” 

< ‘The 2oth, the catechift kept the morning-meeting 
with an affe&ted heart. Then we fteered-on our 
courfe. As we glided along, the Greenlanders fung 
out their whole ftock of verfes, and then began again. 


‘In the evening we came -to Pifikfarbik*, There 


were fix tents of wild Greenlanders pitched there al- 
ready, but we pitched upon another place, 

“ The 2ıft, after the morning-meeting I wrote let- 
ters. Our Sarah and Ketura fpoke with a heathen 
woman, and told her how unhappy all thofe are, 
that do not know and love our Saviour. When the 


men were come home from feal-catching, they brought 


me fome feal-flefh, and were glad that I relifhed it, 
and I was glad to feel their genuine love. 

“ The 22d, being Sunday, I kept the choir-meet- 
ings in the forenoon. I obferved more than ordinary 
grace in fome.. In the afternoon I vifited the favages 
whom i knew many years ago. Some of our people 
fpoke a great deal of our Saviour in thefe tents, and 


wondered at the dead and deplorable condition of the 


poor creatures. ‘Their own deliverance from dark- 
nels was anew important to them.’ In the evening 
the catechift kept the finging-hour, and I the meeting 
of the baptized. 

“ The 23d, 24th and 25th, our people’ laded up 
capelins in plenty, and I did the fame. The weather 
was fo warm, that when we were upon land, we 
could fcarce bear our cloaths on. But the 26th, 27th 
and 28th it fnowed fo hard and was fo cold, that I 


* Since then our Greenlanders always chofe to go to this place on the 


sapelin-filhery, becaufe they could be generally alone there, 
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could hardly write. The Greenlanders refted and 
were very orderly in their tents. ¥ = he 
“© The 2gth, I kept the Whitfun-fermon under the 
azure fky, and afterwards I read letters to them from 
Europe. 
« June 1, I went a hunting and killed a large rein- 
deer. Onthe 2d, I gave our Greenlanders a meal 
of it. In my abfence the enemy had directly endea- 
voured to broach eyil among fome of them, but he 
did not fully fucceed. Afterwards I fent two kajaks 
with letters and frefh meat to New-Herrnhut, and 
foon after they were gone, two kajaks arrived with 
agreeable letters from thence. It being now light all 
night, I went with fome others at midnight to another 
place to’ catch capelins. R: 

« The 3d, after the morning-meeting I fpoke with 
two fingle women, who without my knowledge had 
been a hunting with others: befides the proper head of 
their houfe. They confefled their error, and would 


‘remember their promife better hereafter. In the af- 


ternoon I kept a love-feaft and catechifation with 22 
children. Afterwards I fpoke with an unbaptized 
widower, who is received among the catechumens. 
‘He had entered too deep into the thoughts of mar- 
riage, and intended to put them in execution in the 
heathenifh way. His heart grew foft prefently. 1 
advifed him to return home out of the way of the 
temptation, and he was directly willing. AR, 
“ The 4th, the catechift kept the morning-meeting, 
and I the Sunday’s preaching on the sth to many peo+ 
ple. Afterwards I vifited the Greenlanders in their 
tents, and found them chearful and hearty. I had 
reafon to rejoice much over them, 3? 
« The 6th, I was again a hunting. Simon got a 
deer, gave the Greenlanders a meal, and made fome 
remarks at this opportunity. Among other things, he 
faid: “Now Lam no more afhamed to fay, that I 
will fuffer myfelf to be guided by my teachers like a 
little child. I know by experience that the fellow- 
fhip of believers is good, and that our teachers have — 
an upright intention towards us, and do not defire 
to lord it over us, as fome among you, that have 
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“ an evil heart, think and alfo fpeak among one 


Eu 


another.” 

“ The gth, all packed up except two families that 
were not ready. “Towards noon we fet off with 
fongs of praife, and the remainder of the day and the 
night we came withina league of our houfe. There 
a ftrong wind obliged them to halt, and to draw both 
the loading and boats afhore. But I went home by 
land, and thanked our Saviour with many tears for 
all the grace and mercy that he had fhewed to me and 
the Greenlanders.” 


§ 4. 


* Permit me on this occafion to introduce alfo one of 
their hunting-diaries, ; 


cs 


“f 
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“ Sept. 3, fome Greenlanders went upon the rein- 
deer-hunt; and as we did not chufe to let them go 
alone, I (Matthew Stach) went with them. In the 
inlet a violent boye* or fquall from the fouth befet 
us and feparated us. I was obliged to fteer before the 
wind ftrait into the inlet, becaufe the adjacent land 
was full of fteep rocks. Yet at laft we were hurried 
very near toa high bold fhore.. The current was 
rapid, and the lofty furges dafhed together in fuch 
confufion, that we thought no other but of being 
overfet. The women’s boat writhed itfelf in the 
billows like a worm, That verfe was my ejacula- 
tion: * Lamb, thou mad’ft the univerfe,—we- too 
are thy little creatures,” &c. In a quarter of an 
hour all was hufhed into a perfect calm, fo that we 
could row on a couple of leagues. We pitched our 
tents in Okeitfuk, to wait for the two mifling boats. 
We were foaked through and through with rain. | 
“ ‘The 4th, the two feparated boats could not gain 
the ftation for ftrong winds, After the finging-hour, 
Dorothy afked me, what woman that was I lately 
{poke of, to whom our Saviour faid, O woman, great 
is thy faith, Itold her it was a heathenifh woman, 
that had not much underftanding, like herfelf, but 
her heart had taken in the little fhe had heard from 
* See vol. I. p. 49 
7 s© others 
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<< others of our Saviour. This fuggefted an agreeable 
¢ fubject for a dialogue among my tent-companions,.. > 

“<The sth, the two other boats came up. They | 
¢< had been in the fame imminent danger as we, efpes | 
<< cially little Matthew, who with his kaiak could not. 
< keep up with the others. The waves wafhed away 
<< his feal-bladder, and while he was lifting that up, his 
<¢ oar was carried away, fo that he was. forced to pad- 
<< dle back with his bare hands till he could catch: his 
€ oar again™. . ae 

<< The 6th, we could fcarce ftir out of the tent for 
“ rain and ftorm, and the 7th, it was not much better. 
< In the evening I read a chapter out of the evangelift 
ee John. At going to bed we had a very blefied dif- 
“€ courfe together about the chief point we wifhed to fee 
<< among the Greenlanders, viz. that they loved our 
<¢ Saviour and one another heartily, fo that if he was 
© to afk the queftion,—Love/f thou me? every one might 
<< be able to. anfwer with truth,—-Lerd, thou knowelt‘ all 
«© things, thou knawefl that I love thee. Ks 

“ "The 8th, as the weather was a little better, we 
“ went on, and. met with Tettamak the northern An» 
<< gekok. and his people, who would gladly live with 
ls. + 

“ The gth, the wind was very. tempeftuous. # 
« heard that our Anna was not far off with: her bro- 
<< ther, and, went to fpeak with her; but fhe was gone 
« a hunting. In. the finging-hour that verfe: Ol i 
<< the Lamb’s blood was not fhed,—life would. a bur= 
“<< den. be indeed,” &c. excited me to fpeak fome. words: 
« of that matter. ‘The roth, and 11th, it rained agaim 
< fo violently, that nobody could go out. The north 
“€ landers were atthe morning-meeting, and were very 
«© attentive. The man, who is an angekok and mur- 
‘¢ derer, begged me afterwards to come to his tent to 
< tel] him more of what was good, becaufe he had for- 
“ pot a good deal already. "Therefore 1 related to him: 


32 


| * The fame youth overfet another time, when he was trying to tak® 
an eider-fow! he had fhot out of the water, and the current carried him fo 
fer that he was almof out of fight, But at laft another boy came up with 
him, and raifed him up from under the water. | 


© once 
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*© once more, how the Creator of all beings afluméd our 
“ human nature, and redeemed mankind by fuffering 
€ and dying.; When I concluded with. thefe words; 
*¢ Much might be faid of this Jefus, if the time allowed 
« it;” he faid: ‘Then give me leave to live this win 
“ ter with you, that I and my children may hear more 
* of it.” »-I anfwered: this fhall be at thy own option ; 
if thou wilt. make the beginning»to ieek a Saviour, 
4° which there is the highieft reafon for, then thy chil+ 


<< dren will probably follow thee. ** Yes (faid he) I 


* will; and my children have ftill more mind than 1.” 
.. $* The tath; we-went a hunting. I killed two rein- 
« deer, but the Greénlanders none; however I gave 
them onesöf mine, The r3th, I killed another: 
“¢ In the morning-meeting J read. out of St. Luke, and 
* fpoke on thofe, words: Depart’ from me, for I ama 
“ finful man, O Lord; and our Saviour’s anfwer: I will 
‘© make you filhers of men. One of the company com- 
<< plained to me, that his wife would not be obedient , 
~ to him fometimes; he had thought it would be well 
€ to get a great rod, and beat her once thoroughly. .I 
* faid: ** No, thou muft not do fo. This may do 
*¢ for children, but it has no good efe& with grown 
“ people. I will fpeak with her; I think fhe will be 
* afhamed and amend.’ Well then (fays he) I will . 
* not do it, but will tell thee when fhe acts amifs again. 
“ The r4th, I fent home a kajak with meat and 
< letters. I kept the morning-meeting on the words, 
““ J am come to fend fire on the earth, &c. Afterwards I 
© tranflated that hymn: “ When in the morn I rife. 
«€ from bed,” &c. “The r5th,. we went to Kanneifut. 
“te We had fcarce pitched our tents before fuch a violent 
“ ftorm arofe from the fouth, that we could fcarce keep 
“ our boats and tents from being the fport of its fury 
“inthe air. We ftaid there till the rgth, when we 
“ came home chearful and well.” : 


§ 5. 


- Towards autumn the Greenlanders fet out a feal¢ 
€atching, which is like their harveft, and this time 
they were extraordinary fuccefsful; but as to internals 
they fell into dubious eircumftances, which was how- 
47 4. ever 
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ever difcovered in good time, though fome got a heavy 


heart by it. Therefore at the entrance into their-win- 


ter-habitations, there were many things to be examin- 
ed into and adjufted. But here it muft’ not be forgot; 
that in confequence of an exhortation to go uprightly 
to work, moft of them came of their own accord, and 
confefled their mifcarriages with an open heart, fo that 
their teachers did not know whether they fhould grieve 
or rejoice over them moft. However they were obliged 
to put fome under chaftifement; and exclude them for 
atime from the affembly of the baptized, that they 
themfelves might reform, and the others take example 
from them. It had alfo a good effe&t; for’ they got bet- 
‚ ter, acquainted with their own heart, their own cor- 
ruption was more manifeft to them, the merits of Jefus 


more important, "and his wounds’more indifpenfably. 


neceflary. They alfo learnt to: walk more wifely, and 
to guard againft their own fpirit on feemingly innocent 
occafions, but which yet might imperceptibly betray 
them into fin. After this affair was over, the meetin 

of the baptized was enlivened with new grace and fpi- 
rit. Upon the earneft defire of many, they were now 
induced to begin. the finging-hours again, which had 
been intermitted on account of their Janguor; for itis 4 
principle among the:brethren, to fet afide even an ufe? 
ful thing when it does: not anfwer its end any longer, 
or degenerates into a mere cuftom. Thofe that. were 


excluded, humbled themfelves from their hearts and 


reformed, and. were re-admitted before the enfuing 
{pring. And-an unbaptized woman, whom they were 
obliged to turm:away as a feducer, came again after 
fome weeks and begged with many tears that they would 
receive her again. { Iris true (faid fhe) I have expe- 
‘* rienced nothing in my heart yet, but only gleaned a 
* little knowledge in my head lately, but yet I cannot 
«© bear to ftay among the heathen; the difquietude of 
my heart follows me wherever I am, and imbitters 
every thing to me; andthe revilings that I muft daily 
hear againft you and: the belieyers, are intolerable to 
** me.” Accordingly the poor woman was taken upon 
a new trial. u. en N a RE OIL RT 
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6. 

The congregation was increafed with 26 perfons by 
holy baptifm, 3 of whom were little children. A wo- 
man in: Kangek was ‘alfo baptized in the beginning of 
the years it was fhe who. had been kept back by her 
hufband. from being baptized laft year. Many of the 
“heathen that lived ‘at that place, attended this tranfac- 
tion, and faw and heard every thing with great emotion. 
Her hufband alfo begged earneftly to be baptized; the 
brethren promifed to think of him, if he would come 
with his family to live with us and be inftructed. Nor 
was it long ere he came, and before the year ended, he 
partook of the fame grace. He was called Peter, and 
he and his wife turned out one of the moft exemplary — 
married pairs and bleffed labourers among their nation, 
though he finifhed his race in a few years. His wife is 
{till a refpe€table helper among the widows. 

Three pair were joined in marriage. A widow who 
was fpoke to with the fame view, anfwered: ‘© I would 
“ rather have no fecond hufband, for at my baptifm 
“ I gave myfelf entirely up to our Saviour, that he 
“e fhould be mine and I his, I know how it is in 
<< that ftate, many things occur to difturb one. Jam 
** much more comfortable in my widow-ftate: and 
* you yourfelves know that I have now been two 
“€ years a widow, and hitherto I have fuffered no want, 
“ though I have no other provider but my little 
<< fon.” The brethren could have no objection to this 
declaration, and the man that had folicited for her was 
atisffed too. Circumftances required that they fhould 
dvife another to drop the thoughts of marriage for the 
prefent, they themfelves would think of him when {uch 
a change would be good and fuitable; and he was fa- 
tisfied alfo. But there was a young widow, who during 
her abfence had begun a treaty with one that was un- 
baptized, and the brethren were obliged to fetch her 
home bag and baggage, that fhe might not plunge her- 
felf foolifhly into danger, wherein there was’ more like- 
lihood of perifhing herfelf, than of gaining her unbe- 
Jieving hufband. yah RN: 

~ © This was a very tempeftuous year, and the miffion- 
aries as- well as the Greenlanders were involved in va- 
Sr rious 
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rious imminent dangers. Once two brethren went fix 
leagues off to feek wood, and were obliged: to ftay eight 

days upon an uninhabited ifland, and to ftand the brunt . 
of three hard ftorms without any tent to cover. them, 
On this oc¢afion they write. “Oft have we encoun- 
6 tered a variety of perils by land and water, and we 
‚are ‚pretty "well inured to its) but this time we had 
“ reafon more than ordinary to thank our Saviour for 
«© our piefervation, becaufe the laft four or five days 
< ‚we hadsnothing to eat but fhell-fth, and could fearce 
£ get enough of them to pacify our hunger. At aft 
“© we ventured to embark homeward; and fcarce had 
<< we fet foot on land before there arofe fuch a: terrible 
“ tempeft and rain; that we had enough to do to fhel- 
<¢ ter the boat.” -Yet-in alli this boifterous weather 
only ‚one. Greenlander, called Gideon, was oyerfet. in 
his kajak and drowned, It was öbferved of him that. 
he was never right chearful, but had always fomethin 

penfive and fhy in him, though they could never find 
that his walk: was finful. In the funeral-difcourfe the 
Greenlanders ‚were fhewed how  neceflary it 1s; that 
after their baptifm they fhould get a true a¢quaintanee 
with Jefus.ard his wounds, that they might lead a hap» 
py life ufiinterruptedly, and if they alfo fhould ‚unex+ 
_ peétedly be-called: out of this: world, as is often the eafe 
in this country, they might be. always found: ready te 
enter with perfect joy into thé prefence of him, in whom 
they -believed here. It caufeda great conciiffion among 
themvall se) 5257 re ben une hae 


ity. tert kets iy iy aa 
The continual increafe of na Greenland flock, and of 
labour in internals. and-externalsy made the increafe of help- 
ers necefiaty ito, efpécially' as) (which ‘no one: could take 
amis) on¢ of the old labourers after the other made avifit _ 
to Germany to-draw breath, and to recover new ftrength — 
for| their labour. Fabs Scerenfen was:this time pitched: upon 
at Marienborm as 4 new affiftant. . He accepted the call 
with joy, anddirectly made ready for his journey. . Johr 
Beck, who was then in Marienborn attending the printing . 
of fome tranflated Greenland pieces, went. with him to 
conduct hirh thither, andtobring his: ownwife from thence 
ena vifit. IncHolland, Chriftian Boernike joined: eee 
an 
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and there they went on board a whale-fifher Capt. Idze 
Alders, and had an extraordinary quick voyage, for ten 
days after their failing from the Texel they {pied Cape- 
Farewell in Greenland. April 5, they reached the la- 
titude of Good-hope, but did not dare to approach the 
land on account of ftorms, and therefore were obliged 
to go $o leagues further north as high as the latitude of 
Wyde-bay, before they could be fet off in their own 
boat which they had bought in Holland. The captain 
defired them to wait for another opportunity, becaufe 

e was afraid they would be murdered by the favages in 
that part of the country, who bore an ill character; 
and at that time there were no colonies in that diftrict. 
But they ventured in the name of the Lord, and April 
7, they went into their boat in fine ferene weather, 
and coafted fouthward near the fhore. But in the evening, 
when they attempted to crofs a wide inlet, a {trong eaft- 
wind arofe all of a fudden, as if it would drive them with 
violence out into the wide ocean. With much toil 
and ftout rowing they made fhift to reach with difficulty 
a lonely ifland; on which they were obliged to hold out 
without covering two days and three nights in great cold 
and wet cloaths. ‘The worft was, that in lightening 
the boat in their diftrefs, they threw overboard the im- 
plements for ftriking fire among the reft, and confe- 
quently could make no fire. They had a fcanty portion 
of bread and cheefe, and fome bottles of red wine, but 
the cold froze and burft them, therefore for want of wa- 
ter they were forced to eat fnow. At night they lay in. 
a hole dug in the fnow, and covered themfelves with the 
fail, April 10, they failed from thence and ‚pafled 
Bruyne-Bay and Kin von Saal, and came the r2th, in. 
the night, to the firft Greenland houfe in Omenak, 
which was inhabited by 40 perfons, They were receiv- 
ed in a friendly manner by them, and feafted with fith 
and water. But as this territory is infamous for feveral 
murders committed on navigators, they kept good watch 
by their boat all the night through. The 13th, they 
fet fail again and pafled Naparfok, where they were a-) 
gain treated kindly by the Greenlanders. The 14th, they, 
were again in no fmall danger bya ftrong fouth-winds, 
however they reached land, though cold and wet wate 

2 in 
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and through. ‘The rth, they refted. Wherever they 
found people, they preached the gofpel and not without 
blefling ; and the iflue proved it, for fix families at leaft 
came after them from thefe parts, and profpered, and the 
forementioned angekok and his domeftics were among them. 
The 17th, they came to Kangek, and the 18th to New- 
Herrnhut to every one’s joy and furprize; and glad and. 
thankful were they that they were brought to their wifh-. 
ed-for place through fo many difficulties and dangers, | 
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BOOK VIL 


The third Period of the Brethren’s Miffion, from the 
building of the Church in 1747, till the fecond 
Vifitation in 1752. eres 


THE FIFTEENTH YEAR 1747, 


gr 
Y what has already been related, it muft have 
B been a pleafure to obferve, how the gofpel was. 
preached in this whole diftri@, and how its found’ 
was fpread ftill farther by the favages themfelves. Per-' 
fecution, at leaft all forts of obitacles, reproach and 
mockery were not wanting. ‘The heathen indeed had 
no formed fyftem of lies to fet againft the divine truths, 
nor had they any hired Heathenifi priefts, like other in-' 
hdels, to fupport them therein; however, there were’ — 
fome among the angekoks, who, fearing they might en-' 
tirely lofe their reputation and the profits accruing from’ 
their impoftures, invented all forts of things to deter 
their filly adherents from adopting the truth. But thefe 
efforts were feeble, and unable to withftand the divine- 
power of the gofpel. Thofe whom the Spirit of God) 
could but convince truly of fin becaufe they believed not’ 
in Jefus, and of the sighteoufnefs purchafed by his. — 
- blood, , © 
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blood, thefe the prince of this world was obliged to quit 
his claim to, as foon as they were willing to run into 
the arms of their faithful Shepherd. A copious blefing 
was ftill to be expected from the awakening hitherto, 
and unlefs any one voluntarily and deliberately chofe to 
remain an ufurped prey of the devil, there was hope, 
‘notwithftanding all human impediments, that one way 
or other he would in the end be conduéted into the arms 
of his Creator, by means of that fmall: light enkindled 
in him through the truth of the gofpel. 

Great grace was obferved, among the little colle&ted 
company of the baptized. Many painful eircumftances 
indeed ftill occurred ; nor could it be otherwife expect 
ed even hereafter, fo long as we are here below in an 
imperfe&t congregation, which on this fide the grave is 
an hofpital, not indeed of dead people, but of fick who 
‚are recovering, where one is to ftrengthen that which 
was ready to die. But upon the whole there was caufe 
to rejoice heartily over them, and to ftand amazed and 
thank God on account of their growth in grace, parti- 


‘cularly when calling to mind, that fo very lately they - 


were not only heathens, but of the moft brutifh, diforder~ 
ly fort, who lived according to the evil propenfity of their 
heart without any reftraint. In the public meetings the 
divine power of the gofpel fhewed itfelf confpicuoufly. 


On individual fouls a work of grace was many ways to — 


be difcerned in a lovely manner, which gave a hopeful 
profpeét: At the {mall bands, as likewife at incidental 
converfations, but principally whenever baptifm was 
adminiftered, that promife, Where two or three are ga- 
thered together in my name, there am I in the midjt. of them, 
could be often fealed with yea and amen; from a feeling 
which caufed the tears to flow plentifully. Moreover 
it appeared, that feveral of the baptized were endowed 
with fine gifts and a witnefs-fpirit, infomuch that they 
declared to others the grace which they had experienced 
in their own hearts, which, together with the good de- 
_ portment of the baptized among the unbelievers, not 
only adorned the doctrine of God our Saviour, but alfo 
gave great weight to the teftimony of the teachers. Nor 
is it to be efteemed a fmall matter, that the gifts of fome 
of the natives could now be employed in familiar feafon- 
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able difcourfe with their equals, by which means they 
could be prepared by degrees to become labourers among 
their own nation. minted 

That the laft upfhot be good, is the principal point. 
"This had been obferved with joy in thofe few who had 
hitherto departed this life; and it is prefumed that no- 
body can have read the happy exit of Samuel,’ Noah and 
Solomon without being affeCted with it. Even among 
the unbaptized, it was evident in the laft days of many, 
that they had been teachable {cholars of grace, and 
through the preaching of the gofpel had got fo much im- 
preflion of the merits of Jefus, that in reliance upon it, 
they could launch into eternity, if not with a perfect joy- 
fulnefs, yet free from the fear of death. 


§ 2. 

Notwithftanding all this, the moft effential requifit® 
for a true chriftian congregation was ftill wanting to this 
hopeful company of believing Greenlanders, viz. the 
teftament of the holy body and blood of our Lord. Hi 
therto the brethren had fcrupled to tell the Greenlanders 
of this great and inexpreflible myftery, or make them 
participants thereof. For although they acknowledged 
the grace, to the praife of our Saviour, which manifeft- 
ed itfelf in an undeniable manner on all the baptized, 
and more particularly on fome; yet the frequent viciflr- 
tudes and various deviations which ftill occurred with 
feveral of them, caufed a fecret diffidence to arife, whether 
‚they were really converted, and lived, with the humble 
compunétion of finners, in a true communion with our 
Saviour. I will not here examine whether this difi- 
dence was well or ill-grounded. So much is: certain, 
that they did not look upon the beft and moft promifing 
of their baptized as fit to partake of this higheft of 
-bleffings, till they knew them to be really poor finners, 
‘fenfible of their own weaknefs and wretchednefs. © 

The profpect of this cleared itfelf up from time to 
‘time, particularly the laft year. But firft of all it was 
needful, that that depravity, which is in every: man, 
fhould begin as it were to ferment, that fo each indtvi~ 
dually might be brought to a real knowledge of himfelf, 
earn wifdom: at his own coft, or by feeing the mifcar- 

| | riages — 
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riages of others, might get exercifed fenfes, through ex- 
perience, and attain a confident attachment to Jefus, 
grounded on humility, together with a hearty inclination 
for fellowfhip and for obedience. That this came to pafs, 

rs by reading the account of laft year; and in this 
year there are delightful traces of that confequence of 

godly forrow, the fruits of true amendment; and withal, 
a nearer preparation for the communion of the body and 
blood of Jefus; to which the three firft Greenlanders 
were taken (as will be related by-and-by) towards the 
end of this year. And as the facred wounded body of 
efus exerted its power mightily on their fouls and mem- 
rs, the brethren were encouraged foon to admit more 
to the participation of this grace. % | 
Now as not only the preaching of the word of God, but 
likewife the holy facraments according to the inftitution 
of Chrift, are eflential to a congregation of the faithful; 
therefore we may date the beginning of the Greenland 
congregation from thisyear. Moft certain it is, that 
from this year, that unutterable Charifma of a true con= 
gregation of Jefus, which is called the congregation-fpirit, 
appeared in an amiable manner, even the walking of the 
Head of the congregation inthe midft of the candlefticks, 
 fuch breezes —on which no ftranger feizes,—perceiy’d 
“ alone by Jefu’s fpoufe,” but which have fuchan effect 
even upon the unbelievers, yea often on minds: full of 
bitterneis, as Paul mentions, concerning. prophefying, 
1 Cor. xiv. that the fecrets of their hearts aremade mani- 
feft; and fo falling down on their: faces, they worfhip 
God, and (at leaft for that time, though often againft 
their will) muft report that God'is in’fuch am aflemunly of 
a truth. De Jarlkeiben 


‘There were alfo many REN in outward congregation- 
order and regulations, though much previous preparation 
had been made for it. The baptized and catechumens 
were become more willing to dwell in one place:together, 
without which no abiding fruit and difcipline could ever 
be expeéted. “They were more and more fenfible of the, 
love of their teachers to them ; fince, notwithftanding their: 
own accumulated. outward labour, one or another would 
always devote their time to their fervice, to ga to a 

wits 
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with'them, or vifit them frequently, in order to care for 
their fouls and bodies in the beft manner 'poflible; And 
when their teachers could not be with them, they attend- 
ed to the advice of their band-keepers, who informed the 
teachers from time to time what had occurred. But when 
they moved into their winter-houfes, and were to regu- 
late themfelves in an orderly manner, there was great 
want of room every where. The brethren indeed had 
enlarged their dwelling-place three years ago, but yet it 
became foon too {mall for the meetings to be kept in. 
On this account they were now for fome time reduced to 
the necefüty of keeping the public meetings and baptif- 
mal-tranfactions in the open air, which, when the 
- weather would not admit, obliged them either to poftpone 
the meetings, or divide and keep them in feveral houfes, 
which was certainly very inconvenient both for teacher 
and hearer. | | | 
This defect was remedied this year, by building a {pa- 
cious houfe and church. Since then, a very different 
kind of life has been obferved among the people, and 
matters were brought from time to time into a beautiful 
edifying order. lan 


4. | 

An obfervation indeed has been made, that fince that 
time the very ftrong witnefs-impulfe was not fo difcover- 
able among the Greenlanders as in the firft times; which 
I myfelf, at the beginning, looked upon as a defect, till 
by examining and ftri€tly weighing all circumftances to- 
gether, I found that this was no longer neceflary, yea 
might perhaps have had hurtful confequences. it was 
no longer needful to fet up fingle witnefles, becaufe the 
candleftick itfelf, I mean a living congregation, a city 
upon a hill, was exhibited, which gave light to all both 
far and near. A whole cloud of witnefles muft certainly 
yield more luftre, than {mall feparate candles, which fre- 
quently did rather glimmer than burn clear and give a 
good light. For they were often fuch perfons who had 
not yet a fufficient foundation in their own hearts, but 
yet were willingly made ufe of, becaufe the Mafter of 
the houfe himfelf owned them and their teftimony, fo 
that many fouls were thereby touched and excited to feek 


after fomething farther. But if this had SONU in 
at 
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that track, it is not probable that thofe whofe minds were 
the moft roufed up, would have attained that funda- 
mental knowledge of themfelves, fo long wifhed for, 
nor that firm root in the merits of Jefus, which branches 
out in a ftrit adherence to the Lord, a continual look- 
ing unto Jefus, and that defirable converfe with the Man 
of forrows, which conftitutes the life of faith in the Son 
of God, yea the heaven which the children of God have 
upon earth, — : mE 

Notwithftanding this defect of the witnefs-impulfe (if 
it is to be called a defect) it muft yet be confefled to the 
praife of grace, that the Greenlanders, by their very walk 
and converfation, did let their light fhine before men, 
and that many alfo, when opportunity offered, gladly- 
and without fear proclaimed the virtues of him who had 
called them. and invited others to the participation of 
the fame happinefs. How much this tended to facilitate’ 
the teftimony of their teachers, and what good fruit it 
produced, is fufficiently witnefled by the copious harveft 
in the following years, to which thofe words in the 126th 
Pfalm may very juftly be applied : “* He that goeth forth 
and weepeth, bearing precious feed, fhall doubtlefs come 

“again with rejoicing, bringing his fheaves with him.” 


a 

As [have been more prolix than I intended, I will 
this time pafs over what particulars occurred in the firft 
half of this year at vifiting the heathen, in the daily 
meetings and fuch-like opportunities, and proceed directly 
to the building of the church, and the fettling of the 
. Greenland congregation which followed. | 

The accounts hitherto fent from Greenland, - which 
had caufed great joy in all the Brethren’s congregations, 
and the complaints of the miffionaries, that for want of 
room it was impoflible to have things in proper order, had 
fuch an effect at the fynod held at Zeyft laft year, that 
fome wealthy members refolved to get a large timber 
houfe framed in Holland according to the direétion of the 
_miffionary John Beck, who was then prefent,-and to fend 
it thither in a fhip freighted folely with it, commanded 
by captain Gerrifon. Some brethren offered themfelves 
voluntarily to go with it, in order to erect and finith it 

Vor. II. G there 
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there, and the old venerable Chriflian David feized this 
opportunity with joy to go alfo.in the quality of mafter-, 
builder. He had built the firft hut for the brethren in. - 
Greenland, and the firft fchool-houfe for the Green-. 
landers, and fcarce expected when he then came out of 
the country, that the latter would ever be inhabited, and 
the former grow tco fmall. But-behold, he was now te, 
"bring them a church. He therefore made all fpeed, that, 
he might have that fingular good fortune to fee this work 
finifhed in God, and give his 'benedidtion to it.. They 
had a good voyage till Cape Farewell; ; but in Davis's. 
Straits they hear ae to. tack about for near four. 
weeks together, occafioned by contrary wind, ftorms, 
thick fogs and: floating ice; and could not make the har-. 
bour:till the:tath.of June. After the houfe had been, 
unladen and the fhip fearched and cleared by the Danifh. 
failors and merchants, Matthew Stach and John Schneider 
returned in her to Europe, after having firft been prefent 
at laying the foundation-ftone to the houfe the 5th of 
July, and having left their bleffing to the building with 
thofe words, ““ Lift up thy pierc’d hands, O deareft 
Saviour,—o’erthis place, and pour out all that favour,— 
which in thy loving,—and kind heart towards it is 
furely moving.” ‘The building was carried on fo expedi- 
tioufly for a month together, that the houfe was'eredted 
the 7th of Auguft. . Much fnew had fallen in July, and 
it began again in Auguft: They were often hindered by — 
it in their work, yet they advanced fo far, and got fo 
much of it under cover, that they could keep the holy 
<ommunion in one of the rooms the 16th of September. 
As this feafon of the year is the chief time for the fifhery, 
‚at which the Greenlanders are much. difperfed, the two 
remaining teachers were frequently necefätated to defift — 
from their work at the building, ‘to vifit their Green-__ 
landers. Thefe latter likewife vifited the brethren dili- — 
gently at the building, and were filled with great joy that — 
they dhould now have a Church. ‘The rumour of fuch a — 
houfe, as kad never been feen in Greenland before, in= ~ 
ticed many of the favages alfo to come to fee it, who 
' were told that the intention of it was, to have the 
gofpel preached in it, and the brethren made ufe of this 
opportunity to declare the gofpel to them. s el 
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§ 6. 


During this time our Greenlanders, as alfo fome 
families lately come to the brethren, built their winter- 
houfes, and moved into them the 14th and asth of 
Odtober. The 16th of that month the new church was 
confecrated. “The word of that day was taken out of 
the laft Teftament of David, (that man after God’s. own 
‚heart, who likewife could not reft.till he had foundia 
| feat for the ark of the covenant and a place of affembly 
for his people); viz. 1 Kings iis.4.: That the Lord: may 
continue bis word, which he fpake concerning me; with the 
antiphon, “Now with joy I’m looking,—Lord, whet 
thou wilt do;—till thou canft thy precious—oath to us 
fulfil,—that wedhall entirely—yield thee pleafure fill”. 
The faying of our Saviour which was alfo appointed as 
the fubject of meditation in the brethren’s congregations 
for that day was; (John xiv. 13.) W hatfoever ye foall 
afk the Father in my name, that will I do. John Beck, 
‘who on the 5th of April this year had received prieft’s 
orders with a view to his miffion, preached the fermon 
at the confecration of the church or hall on thefe two 
texts, and among jother things reminded his auditory 
what afpect matters wore here in the beginning, when 
the moft that could be done was only to pray behind the 
rocks with tears to the Father, in the name of his Son, 
for the falvation of the Greenlanders. That thofe prayers _ 
. were heard, was beit attefted by the exiftence of the 
‘prefent Greenland congregation ; and in particular thofe 
that had been here from the beginning, muft-own and fet 
‘their feal to it, that God is true. He had done more 
than they expected, or than entered into their thoughtsto 
‘pray for. By the aflültance of their brethren in. Europe 
he had now given them this houfe and church, where 
under the protection and with the good pleafure of their 
moft gracious fovereign, Frederic the fifth &c. they could 
meet together for the preaching of the gofpel, for the 
_ facrament of holy baptifm*, and for the future enjoy- 
‚ment of all thofe-bleffings which were ftill treafured up 

* The Lord’s-fupper could not be fpecified here; becaufe, according 
to the ufage of the Brethren’s church, they fhould not be informed about it 
üllichey could take it in, and enjoy it with a duly prepared heart, 
; es! for 
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for them in the heart of Jefus. He then exhorted them, 


now at the confecration of this houfe, to devote their — 


foul and body anew to the Lamb of God, and to pray 
-him that he would fprinkle and fan&tify,this place with 
‘his blood, that the divine worfhip therein might be well- 
pleafing to him. ' The Greenland brother Jonathan can- 
cluded this meeting with a hearty prayer, 

In the fecond meeting in the afternoon Fredric Boehnifls 
‘held a difcourfe, in which he fpoke of the great love 
“which God bore from eternity towards men, and which 


he manifefted when the fulnefs of time was come, when 


-he fpared not his own:Son, but delivered him up for us 
all; out of whofe wounds flowed the new fpirit with the 
blood.and water, of which fouls now become partakers 
in holy baptifm. This grace was then conferred on 
three Greenlanders, ‚Martin, Hannab and Eleonera. 

The third meeting was a love-feaft for the members of 
the congregation, which was kept with finging and 
familiar converfation, during which the Greenlanders 


teflified their joy and.gratitude. Such a fpirit of grace © 


-ruled at this meeting, and fuch a feeling of love, that it 
was as if.the Greenlanders were inebriated with inward 
joy, and they were fcarce able to feparate again. 

The fourth meeting was a Greenlandifh finging-hous, 
which was attended with fpirit and grace; in which at 
this time German and Danifh verfes were. likewife fung, 
as moft of the failors from the colony were prefent. 

Laftly, all, the baptized came together for proftration 
and adoration. The whole congregation fell on their 
faces before the Lamb of God, during the finging of 

_othofe verfes ; $* O’er all, bleft Lord !—th’ eternal Word !— 


«each creature’s head—/(fince all by thee were made)— — 


.* God ! who the world fo wide—doft guide -——whomad'ft 
“© by blood,—what fpoil’d was, gaod !—our holinefs— 
-“ thou’rt, Lord! we thee embrace.—Sure as thou 
‚<< jiv’ft,—and as Lord mov’ft—on cherubim,—and aw’ft 
_ the feraphim ;—as Jehovah’s thy name,—and Lamb :— 
© fo fure’s thy blood—the chiefeft good—of finners 
«© poor,—till death fhall be no more.” They add, 
<< We thanked him aloud in a prayer in the Greenland 


.* Janguage, accompanied with many tears, for all the © 


grace he had fhewn us hitherto, particularly for this 
= u. . “* temple, 
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“ temple, and for this day of blefling, on which he had 
“< granted us to feel his. gracious prefence in fuch a very 
<< fenfible manner, that when we arofe we were obliged 
*& to confefs: Surely the Lord is in this place.” 

In the night Margaret, the wife of “Thomas, was - 
« delivered of a fon. She had been prefent at moft of the 
«¢ meetings in the day, and the next morning fhe and her 
*¢ hufband came to our houfe, entreating for the baptifm of 
“€ their child, which was performed in the morning-meet- 
“ ing. The child was called Simon. She herfelf was 
“* prefent at the meeting, and no one who did not know. 
“ her, could have perceived that fhe was the mother, 
“© The Greenlanders were ftill overpowered with grace, 


“ joy and thankfulnefs from yefterday.” 
m: 


The number of the Greenlanders , who lived in fix 
"large houfes, amounted to upwards. of a hundred and 
eighty perfons, and: thofe at, the colony to more than a 
hundred, fo that when thefe latter came to our Green- 
landers, there was commonly about three hundred fouls 
in the hall. O&. 20, thofe that lived with us, were 
divided into thirty bands, and nine men appointed to pre- 
fide at the interviews of fuch little companies of their fex, 
and fifteen women at thofe of theirs. ‘They all rejoiced 
when this regulation. was made known to them; the new 
people were thankful that they were included, and, it 
was difcernible that frefh grace refted upon it. 

A finging-fchool was begun for the inftruction of thofe 
who had.any genius for finging. And as two of thofe 
brethren who came this year with the fhip to affift at 
building the houfe, underftood fomething of mufic, they 
were not only ferviceable in bringing the finging of the 
Greenlanders into order, but fome boys who had inclina- 
tion and capacity, learned to play fuch tunes by the ear 
as they had learnt by rote, by which means the finging 
of the Greenland congregation was rendered more 
agreeable. Two brethren alfo were nominated from 
among the Greenland helpers, who fhould now and then 
keep a difcourfe to thofe of their nation; at which 
however one of the teachers fhould always be prefent. 
. Re Thefe 
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Thefe two helpers, together with a married woman, . 


were the three firft Greenlanders to whom: our Saviour 


granted the favour to enjoy the facrament of his body 


and blood with their teachers.’ When they were told 
that they fhould foon be admitted to this grace, and 


the neceflary conceptions concerning the. holy com~ 


munion were given them, they were fo filled with fhame 
and joy that they knew not what to fay, but that they 
would devote themfelves anew with body and foul to 
our Saviour, and await with childlike hearts.to éxpe- 
rience how glorioufly he would reveal himfelf to them 
at this clofe/? ae (fo they called the holy .com~ 
munion) with his flefh and blood. "The preceding day 


they were blefled and confirmed thereto with impofition 


of hands. ‘ At the communion. they were overpowered 
with awe, and the tears rolled down their cheeks in 
abundance. They faid afterwards: Ie was as if their 
body fhould fink ‘into the duft, and their fpirit fly up- 
wards, and that they were not able to think any thing, 


but: O, how is it poffible that ‘our Saviour can love. 
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poor men fo exceedingly! 


. 


§ Bu: chad eis EN 


On the firft Greenland congregation-day after the 
confecration of the chapel (for fuch days had -been kept 


every four weeks even before) the candidates for baptifm - 


and reception were fpoken with; after which feveral 
letters were read in the firft meeting from fome of the 
labourers in Europe, partly to individual Greenlanders, 
. and partly to the whole flock, as alfo from the children 
gn the nurferies of ‘the Unity to the ‘children here, 
and after reading each letter a couple of verfes were 
fung, the Tat of which was, “ Thy blood, thy blood 


the deed has wrought,—that won us to thee, Saviour,” . 


&e. 


In the fecond meeting a homily was kept on the 


‚word of the day, Is there yet any that 1 


perfons were baptized, one of whom was from the 
colony, and was baptized by the Danifh miffonary himfelf. 

In the third meeting, an anointed difeourfe was de- 
livered concerning reception, in which the nature of 


this . 


s left, that I may — 
fhew him kindnefs? 2 Sam, ix. 1. ‘Whereupon five — 
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this act was explained, and what benefit fouls might 
expeét to derive from fuch a connexion both with the 
Shepherd himfelf and with the flock ; after which eight 
catechumens were received with the kifs of peace as the 
neareft candidates for baptifm, during the finging of this 
verfe : ** How is my heart with rapture mov’d,—that I have 
hopes, he my Belov’d—will make me his heart’s comfort ; 
—that I to him, my Jefus dear,—my Bridegroom won- 
derfully fair,—fhall prove a faithful confort.—O, [=~ 
have joy,—that abiding—and refiding—in my Lover,— 
I’m his body’s living member.” | 
To the fourth meeting the baptized came alone for 
proftration. We thanked the Lamb with tears for this 
day of bleffing, and laid all Chriftendom, our dear 
magiftrates, all our friends, and our brethren and fifters, 
particularly thofe among the heathen, on’ the heart of 
our faithful High-Prieft; and after finging the verfe: 
€ Sure as Thou liv’ft,” &c. we-feparated, and went 
chearful and thankful to reft. af Ä " 


„ The congregation was increafed‘ this year with fifty- 
two perfons, who were added’ by’holy baptifm ; and 
at the clofe of the year it confifted in all of a hundred 
thirty-four baptized, including eight who departed to _ 
the church above fince 1741. Öne’of thefe, viz. the 
late Noah, when on his death-bed in the’ year 1743, 
prayed heartily for the’conyerfion of his brother. ‘This his 

rother afterwards came here, remained with the brethren, 
and’ was baptized this’'year.‘ Butchis'fifter came a year 
before him. On’ the other hand, Rofina, Noah’s 
widow, had been moftly with her mother among the 
favages fince his departure, and by degrees loft the life 
fhe once had in her heart, She came indeed feveral times 
but went away again, and not being willing to renounce 
her connexions with the favages for the fake of a better 
livelihood, was at laft prevailed upon by them to quit 
this diftri& this {pring and move with them to the fouth, 
Her daughter Elizabeth, a child of five years, whom 
fhe had left with the miffionary to be educated by him, 
was foon after ftolen away in his abfence by fome of the 
‘mother’s relations, which was the more painful, as the 
one . Fy 4 (hoe ene child 
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child was not only baptized, but was the moft agreeable 
of all the Greenland children, who at catechifations 
often aftonifhed both teacher and hearers with its fen- 
fible and heart-affeéting anfwers. | | 


Only one pair were joined together in 'marriage. — 


Three of the baptized departed into eternity, one of 
whom was the little fon of the late Samuel, which was 
baptized on its death-bed the day before its departure. 


§ 10. | ws 
I will conclude this glorious year (for ‘* As long as 
Jefus Lord remains,—each day new rifing glory gains”) 
with the celebration of Chriftmas and the new-year’s 
vigils; concerning which it is noted: “On Dec. 24, 
° after a difcourfe had been held in the evening con- 


€ cerning the birth of Chrift, we fung alfo of this fub- 


“* ject with old and new, German. and Greenland 
““ Chriftmas-verfes, and then with the baptized adored 
< the child Jefus, which was attended with a fweet 
* breathing of the Spirit.. They were fo filled with joy, 
“ that many of them ftaid up- and fung Chriftmas, 
** hymns in their houfes the whole night.” We there- 
“* fore called them again together into the hall by the 
* found of trumpets, at half hour paft three in the 
“morning of the 25th. Somewhat was difcourfed 

concerning the ie humiliation of our Creator; 
and at the clofe, fome prefents were delivered to them 
that had been fent by fome of the children in Ger- 
many, confifting of knives, needles, &c. which they 
received with thanks and joy, as‘a proof of their 
“© being loved and remembered in Europe. We then went 
<< with moft of the adults to the colony, and awoke the 
inhabitants there with mufic and finging, and then 
“ held a Chriftmas finging-hour together in the room 
« made ufe of for their church. When we returned 
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«< home, they all followed us. In our abfence, thofe 


n 


“¢ that remained at home had illuminated the «church 
‘and all the windows with burning mufcle- fhells 
« inftead of candles, in a fimple but very pretty manner. 
«Then the Chriftmas fermon was preached on the 
“© words; Behold, ] bring you good tidings of great joy, &c. 
On the fecond holiday, we, together with as many 
| “ Green- 


~ 
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Greenlanders as the place would contain, attended 


« divine fervice and a baptifm at the colony. We 


we 
«ce 


Europeans made ufe of the third holiday for our own 
benefit. The 28th being Innocents-day, we kept a 


“© Jove-feaft with the children, then fpoke with each of 


“ 


them feparately, and found them in a difpofition of 
heart which gave us good hopes of them. 


‚“ The 31ft of Dec. after having read the diary of 


' © 


“ 
cs 


this year with inward thankfulnefs for all the mercies 
fhewn to us and. our flock, we begun the Greenland 
vigil with a homily on the laft text of this year, J 
determined not to know any thing among you, fave Fefus 
Chrift, and him crucified. ‘They were then put in mind 
of what our Saviour had done among them hitherto, 
and particularly in this year. We had no occafion to 
exhort them to thankfulnefs, of which their broken 


‘ looks and tears fufficiently teftified. We then had 


a love-feaft, which we kept with dried capelins. We 
read the names of the baptized, beginning with thofe 
in 1747, and fo backwards in the order they had been 
baptized till the year 1739, and fung fome benedic- 
tory verfes for each clafs; When we made mention 
of thofe who were baptized the firft, and called to 
mind the powerful grace that was obferved when 
Samuel, who was the‘ firft-fruits, was awakened, a 
holy awe came over the whole aflembly, fo that we 
all fell down and thanked the Lamb of God with 
thoufand tears for all that he had done on us and our 
Greenlanders. At two in the morning we feparated : 
We mutt confefs that though we have had many dif- 
tinguifhed days of bleffing,, yet we never before faw 
fuch an emotion, accompanied with fuch flaods of 
tears, as was obferved at this time amongft this fmall 
congregation, which he hath collected together for 
himfelf out of the ftupid and infenfible favages near 
the north-pole, and which he hath bedewed with his 
fweat and blood. Year 

*“ Unto the Lamb which was flain, and hath redeem- 
ed us to God by his blood out of every kindred and 
tongue and people and nation, be blefing and honour 
and glory and power for ever and ever. Amen!” 
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THE SIKTEENTH Year 1748. 


:FWNHE more the Greenland congregation improveds 

4 the worfe it grew among the favages, at leaft the 
‚difference ‘was more confpicuous. ‘The brethren often” 
went to them, but found no ears to: hear; and. to fome: 
they could not find in their heart to {peak at all, It is 
faid of a certain vifit, $¢ It was asif my heart was locked: 
« up, and I could have wept on account of the horrible 
“ power of darknefs dominant, over the favages this’ 
winter, whereby many fouls are carried away who had 
‘© once been laid-hold of by grace. A couple of children, 
« who had-lived for fome time among us, and had: 
been fetched away again by their father, were very 
fhy,- and upon being afked the reafon, anfwered, with 
tears, that they had been prevailed upon to returm to 
the heathenifh vanities. One man declared, that he 
<< had often a drawing to be.converted and to bé.a believer 
< in Jefus, but the love to the:finful cuftoms of the 
< heathen always got the fway again. So long. as.we 
“ were with them, they defifted from thefe things, in 
“ order not’ to grieve us; but were fo much the worfe 
«€ when we were gone again.’ “Another: perfon faid; 
« What the heard of our Baier was a refrefhment to 
<“ her, only fhe was not able to retain it, her heart 
< being like a bag full of holes, which lets every thing 
* run through. Every morning and evening we kept a 
<< meeting in the houfe where we lodged, to which 
“ every one had‘leave to come who. had an inclination. 
«<< But not many attended thefe meetings. Oh how are 
<< we bowed down on account of the grace our Saviour. 
‘© has imparted to our Greenlanders : Defeäive as fome 
<< of them ftill are, yet the difference betwixt them and 
“€ the favages is unfpeakably great.” ; 


4 § 2. } i 
_ ‘Thus it was with the heathens in the beginning of this. 


year. As long as they had plenty, and could live 
accord- 
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according to their appetite, it very feldom: happened that 
any of them came on a vifit. But in fpring, when 
through a long continuance of unfavourable weather they 
could catch but little at fea, they were driven by want to 
apply to. their believing country-men, which furnifhed 
the miffionaries with opportunity to recommend to them 
the riches of the love and patience of their Creator and 
Redeemer, neither was it heard by them without an im- 
prefion. Many, who themfelves had not yet an intire 
mind to renourice their wicked habits, fuffered their 
children to go to the congregation, or brought them 
thither themfelves, in order, as they faid, to hear fome- 
thing good; and when they came to fetch them back 
again, fome were prevailed upon by their tears to let: 
them remain there, yea fome even to ftay there them- 
felves, fo that often the hearts of the fathers were turned 
to the children, and thereby afterward gained for the 
Lord. . Sometimes a voice within, “ Make hafle and - 
refcue thy foul,” would impel.a young mind, to forfake 
father and mother and brothers and fifters, and to follow 
Jefus. If the father came, and neither. by promifes nor 
threatnings could prevail upon his child to go back again 
with him among the favages, the brethren left each party 
at their full liberty; they perfwaded no one to ftay, yet 
neither did they fuffer any one to be carried away by — 
force, who had a defire to live with the Greenland 
congregation from a fincere intention to. be con- 
verted, | ei 


: ee § 4 

In the beginning of {pring when the Greenlanders 
_ failed. to the iflands, the miffionaries, by occafion of 
- vifiting their own people, got frefh opportunity to fpeak 
to the hearts of the heathens; and our Greenlanders, 
who had meetings among themfelves for edification in 
the abfence of their teachers, often brought us joyful 
accounts that fome ftrangers attended them, and exprefled 
a purpofe to live with them the next winter. | 

Thefe journeys to and from the heathen were, this 
re in particular, attended. with great hazard of life. 
n May the long-continued jouth-wind drove large 
quantities. of. floating ice towards land, and at length 
IR into 


ro8 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B.VIL. 


into all the bays, which remained for a whole month, 
though the weather was afterwards fine and mild. Our 
brethren, on their return from Kookcernen, were fo 
hemmed in by two great pieces of ice near their own houfe, 
that their deliverance is to be afcribed folely to the mira- 
* culous hand of God. They were obliged to tack about in 
the ice and tide for twelve hours together, before they 
could make land. A few days after, feventeen boats 
befides feveral kaiaks ventured to go on the herring- 
fifhery, and Frederic Boehnifh went with them. For the 
firft four leagues they were in danger, but then had an 
open fea, but which in a fhort time grew full of ice. 
The miffionary going out once with fome Greenlanders, 
the women’s-boat was crufhed in. They jumped out 
haftily on a round piece of ice, which turned about under 
their feet, but they were all fo fortunate as to get upon 
another large piece of ice which lay near it, from whence 
it was practicable to-fetch them in a fhort time. . To- 
wards Whitfuntide a wind made fo much opening, that 
the miffionary ventured to work his way through with 
fome boats, which he effe&ted with much toil... But the’ 
oreateft part of the boats were.difperfed, and did not 
come home till Whitfun-Monday, yet none of them 
damaged. Some‘ merchants who were out about their 
blubber trade, were detained fix weeks in great danger 
of life and want of provifions, and a couple of poft- 
kaiaks- from the fouth-colony, related that all was 
inclofed with ice for 120 leagues fouthwards. 


§ 4. 

Befides this, there were many occafions for praifing 
the hand of the faithful Watchman, which was) held 
over the poor Greenlanders. An old baptized man was 
purfued by fome murderers, it having been reported that 
his brother had once killed a child by exercifing forcery 
‘upon it. But he made his efcape from them, and was 
‘brought by the other baptized to his teachers in 
fafety. The laft winter many were overtaken with a 
fquall, fo that they were obliged to work their way 
‘through with their kaiaks more under the waves than 
above, and were neceflitated to cover themfelves with 
the fnow in an exceeding cold night on an uninhabited 
a ihand, 
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« ifland, whereby the moft of them were much froft-bitten 
in their face and hands. In March another was feparated 
from his companions by the floating ice, and did not get 
home till the fixth day after. Not being able to make 
way backwards nor forwards, he had crept upon the ice, 
but this broke; however he rowed betwixt it, and at laft 
with great toil came to an ifland, where he was obliged 
to remain three days and nights in the fevereft cold. 
Soon after they had moved into their winter-houfes, 
which were raifed with ftone and earth, they were fo 
foaked through with ftorm and rain, that moft of the 
roofs fell in, and hurt many people, but they were all 
cured again. | | 
They had but a midling harveft in catching feals, but 
in December fome of them on their return from a vifit in 
Kangek were fo fortunate as to meet with a dead fper- 
ma-ceti-whale. Some of the kaiaks ftaid with it, while 
the others hurried home to fetch more affiftance. The 
former were difperfed in.a ftorm, but the third day were 
found again fafe and well, and were helped to bring the 
whale on land. -This fifh was nine fathom long, the 
head alone three, and two high. Near three hundred 
people from hence and the colony were employed three 
days in feparating the blubber and the flefh, the latter 
of which the Greenlanders are fond of eating, and they 
thanked God for his gifts, 


Before this they had taken to their winter-quarters, and 
had brought feveral new families with them from dif- 
ferent places, fo that in Odtober the number of inhabi- 
tants amounted to upwards of two hundred and thirty 
perfons, and confequently the increafe was more than 
fifty. To thefe came feveral towards the end of the 
year, who had been ftirred up at the time of the awaken- 
ing in Kangek eight years ago, and had been roving 
about in the fouth and north ever fince, By this it was 
evident, that wherever the power of the word concern- 
ing the death and fufferings of Jefus faftens once rightly 
in the heart, even in the moft favage country, it does. 
not ceafe to operate, till it has produced the defired 


fruit. 
With 
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With thefe dear people they renewed the daily public » 
and private meetings for edification, of which mention 
has Aue been made; and the blefling of the Lord at- 
tended them evidently and richly. In particular the rea- 
ding a portion out of one of the evangelifts, or the epif- 
tles of Paul, of which feveral had been tranflated, was 
one of the beft opportunities, not only for the inftruc- 
tion of the Greenlanders, but alfo to learn how grace 
operated on the hearts of baptized and unbaptized, as 
fome of them generally came to us afterwards and related 
what part in particular was applicable to their fituation ; | 
or defired the matter might be yet better explained to 
them. Thus the teachers alfo, docendo difcentes, learned | 
to know better which truths they had particularly to en- 
force at that time, and how to make them intelligible to 
the capacity of each. : 

I cannot always infert the expreffions of their joy on 
various occafions at the proficiency of their fock, as I 
fhould thereby be too prolix. They once fay: “We ~ 
“ have at prefent an exceeding blefled time in Green- 
€ Jand; fucha feafon we could form no conception of 
«€ fome years ago. “The Lord hath done more for us | 
« than we knew how to pray for. Our heart often 
« diffolves within us on account of the ftream of life 
« which is poured forth upon this people, and which — 
‘¢ breaks through all oppofition. We are frequently 
filled with fhame, ‘and are aftanifhed when we behold 
a people who were lately fo favage, ftupid. and_in- 
fenfible, now fo fenfibly affe€ted at {peaking or fing- — 
ing of the fufferings of Jefus, that tears of love and 
« joy roll in ftreams down their cheeks; and that a 
people, who ufually never fettle long in one place, 
are now collected together into a congregation, and 
when they go to fea, remain ftill as near as poffible 
to our place, and if they chance to be from 4 to 6 
leagues off, come however almoft all to their meet- 
ings on Sunday, and like children defire to be fed 
with the blefled do@trine of the wounds of Jefus. 
‚When the joyful meflage is carried to one of them 
<< that he is to be received or baptized, he has fcarce — 
patience to wait the happy hour, and it is difcernible 


* jn his countenance, which formerly was favage, dark 
and 
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“ and hideous, but now clear, agreeable and lamblike, 
“ that inwardly a greater change muft have been 
“ wrought, than can be conceived by us.” | 
_ By occafion of a confirmation to the holy communion 
on Maundy-Thurfday, it isfaid: ** Our people are not 
“ able fufficiently to exprefs, nor we to defcribe, how 
“ we and they felt at this tranfaction. We. fell down 
* with them at the feet of Jefus, and {hed tears of love 
“ on account of his unfpeakable love towards fuch poor 
** dinners. We now .richly reap the effeéts of the re- 
“ membrance of the congregation, which no doubt 
“* prays to the Lord daily, and more particularly at fuch 
* feftival feafons, for us and our people;.and we be- | 
“¢ lieve, yea wefeel, that the invifible Head of the church 
* hath this year formed us alfo into a congregation, and 
“ anointed us with his Spirit, fince our new hall was 
“* confecrated, and that favour was fhewn us by the 
* Lord, that the firft-fruits of this nation became fel- 
*< low-participants with us of the holy tormented body 
* in the holy communion.” 


$.6. 

The number of thofe that were baptized.and admitted 
to the holy communion, this ‚year, I will give in their 
own words. _“ In the New-year’s vigil was firft a dif- 
** courfe on the to-day’s word of our Saviour, / am with - 
“ you alway even unto the end of the world, in which the 
 * congregation was reminded how near. our Saviour | 
“ had been tous in this year, and how fenfibly he had 
“ walked amidft us at all our meetings; that it was as 
“ if we had feen him, and could hear his faithful Shep- 
** herd’s-voice, notwithftanding our bodily ‘eyes are not © 
“ in a capacity to bear the luftre of his wounds, but he 
** knows how to {peak as blefledly to our. hearts in ano- 
* ther manner, fo that we can referve the bodily feeing 
** and hearing for the world to’ come. __ 

“ As an ocular demonftration that he has owned our 
“ teftimony, at the clofe of this difcourfe thirty-five 
** perfons were mentioned, who have been ‘baptized in 
** this year, and can declare from experience that he 
* hath granted them to feel the power of his blood. 
*° Befides thefe, thirteen catechumens were received a- 

mong 
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s“ mong the candidates for baptifm. Three couple who 
« have been married in this year, have alfo been able to. 
“© teftify, that he hath approved himfelf to them in this 
change, as the Saviour of his body. ‘The moft amia- 
ble fight was nineteen communicants, fifteen of whom 
attained this great grace in this year, and in whofe’ 
eyes it was legible, that they had tafted in the fanctu- 
ary to-day, how gracious the Lord is. Fach of the 
above-mentioned clafles ftood up when their names 
<< were read, were briefly exhorted to faithfulnefs, and 
<¢ bleffled with a verfe fuitable to their degree and cir- 
<< cumftances. This gave a renewed impreffion to all 
“ prefent. At midnight we fell proftrate at the Lamb’s 
<< feet, thanked the holy Trinity for the prefervation, 
<< grace, tuition and mercy which we had enjoyed in 
« the paft year, recommended ourfelves and all our bre- 
thren and fifters in all parts of the world, particularly 
«© thofe among the heathen, to our Lord’s farther fuper- 
<< intendence and the near influence of his wounds, and 
«© then about three in the morning went chearfully to 
“ reft,” ‘ 
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Among. thofe baptized Be feven children of believing 
parents, as alfo a virgin, to whom a particular circum- 
ftance happened fome weeks before her baptifm. She 
went with the man of the houfe to Kangek, where a fa- 
vage took her away by force, with intention to compel 
her to marry him according to the cuftom of the Green- 
landers. Her hoft was not able to retake her from him, 
there being many of the heathens there, who boafted 
that they were not afraid of any European, and would act 
with the baptized Greenland women according to the 
cuftom of the country. He was therefore neceflitated to 
leave her with them, which he did with a heart full of 
grief, and it was three days before he was able to acquaint 
his teachers therewith. “They hafted away immediate] 
to the affiftance of the diftrefled perfon, and arrived at 
the place the fame night. One of them ran direétly into 
the houfe where fhe was confined, and {aid to her: “How 
_ «€ comeft thou to be here ? Anfw. That man keeps me by 
«© force.—Art thou inclined to have this man? No, but 
‘ he dragged me hither by the hair of my rn 

| *“ take 
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** take thy things and follow us, for we are come to 
* fetch thee.” Juft then a perfon came into the houfe 
with agun. The perplexed favages faid to her; Make 
hafte and get thee gone, left we fhould be all thot. 
‘They were affured, no hurt fhould be done to them, but 
charged never more to attempt to lay hands on our 
people, as we fhould certainly find them out, though 
they fhould carry them ever fo far. They were quict, 
and only defired that we would foon go away. Thus 
this perfon was brought into fafety that fame night, after 
having neither eaten nor flept for two days and nights 
together; but otherwife fhe had incurred no damage, 
excepting, as cuftomary in fuch cafes, the being beaten 
by the old women to compel her to yield her confent, 
8 : 


Eight of the baptized were delivered to the church above 
I will mention what is moft remarkable of fomeof them. 

1.) The firft was Eve, adear old mother. When 

. fhe was afked in her tedious ficknefs, how fhe did? Her 
anfwer was; ‘* Here I lie, and my inward part converfes 
with my bleeding Lamb, and I long ardently foon to 
kifs his wounds.” When it was thought the had loft her 
fpeech, it was difcernible in her countenance, that in- 
ftead of common death-pangs, fhe was occupied in hap- 
py meditations; and at once fhe pointed with her hands 
upwards, as if fhe, would grafp at fomething, and im- 
mediately begun to fpeak again, and faid: ‘* Ah, what a 
clear light! See the Lamb! How bright his wounds 
fhine! Now I go!” and foon after fhe extinguifhed like 
a candle. 
__ 2.) Manoah, a married man, being overturned near 
Raven-Ifland, was indeed refcued, yet got a diforder in 
his breaft by the great quantity of fea-water which he 
then fwallowed, which occafioned his going happily out 
of this world fome months after. 

3.) Laban, a married man, foon followed him. He 
was an acquifition of our Saviour, laid hold of by the 
teftimony of the late Samuel in the year 1741, and was 
baptized 1744. 

'4.) Hannah, an old widow. Her departure was no 
lefs edifying than her exemplary walk had been both to 
believers and unbelievers. 
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5.) Elias, a married man, on his laft evening was in 
a particular manner filled with joy over the holy fide of 
Fefus, about which he fung till his breath ceafed. His 
departure made a peculiar impreffion upon all that were 
in the houfe. His ficknefs was a pleurify, of which others 
alfo lay fick. | 

6.) Abigail, a married woman, at her earneft requeft, 
was baptized the day before her departure, and went as a 
new-wafhed foul into a happy eternity. eRe RS 


~ Thefe were bleffed and certain fruits of the brethren’s 
fpiritual labour. "Nor was there any lack of manual 
labour, in order to procure neceflary provifions, turf and 
wood for fire, in which they were this time very fuccefs- 
ful. For at a time when it was often impracticable to go 
to fea on account, of the ice, the floating ice brought 
them fo much wood before their door, that they had a 


fufficiency even to build a wing to their houfe, as alfoa » 


-{chool-room. And at one draught with the net, they 
‘once caught upwards of 500 falmen. A 

* Every one was doubtful whether it was poffible for a 
fhip to arrive at this time, as no one had ever before feen' 
fuch quantities and long continuance of ice: But in the 
beginning of June the paflage was fo far opened bya 
{trong north-wind, that two fhips found it practicable to 


tun in at this colony. Chriftian David, and Thomas — 


the joiner, returned in one of thefe fhips to Europe, 
after having built the church laft year, and in this year 
{o far finifhed the reft of the dwellings, that the brethren 
could move into them the 2d of April; on which occa- 
fion the following thankfgiving-pfalm was fung at a 
love-feaft : é 


Come, let us join the Lamb to praife, ? 
Let fongs fucceed affliction, 
For this our happy lot of grace, 
And for his benediction, ~ 
‘That our work here fpreads further round, 
And that the fwallow now hath found 
Her neft and habitation. Pekxiv.z2 
é, We 


/ 
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We fend to thee, as finners poor, 
A glad thank-offering’s favour, 
‘With heart’s deep fenfe,; for ev’ry hour 
_ Of undeferved favour, | 
Which thro’ the fpace of fifteen years 
In our.old place, to footh our tears, 
Thou frequently haft granted, 


We alfo pray with one accord, 
Difplay thy wounds bright glory 
n this new houfe around us, Kur 
Chiefly when met before thee : 
‚May th’ undtion of thy bloody fweat 
Qur fouls and bodies penetrate, 
And thofe thy grace hath fent us. 


a»; 
_ Thy corpfe’s odour fill this houfe, 

” Thy blood the hearts befprinkle, 

That each, who o’er the threfhold goes, 
_ . May fee the wounds-ftar twinkle, ~ 

And may be capable no more | 
With unconcern to hear the lore 

_.., (Of thy death-pangs and bruifes. 


‘ O Father God, our guard remain ; 
. God Holy Ghoft, up train us; 
God Son, with thy blood wafh us clean; 
Our grieving thee, doth pain us: 
Oh take us as thy travail’s meed, 
We give thee heart and hand indeed 
To be quite thine, tho’ finners. 


We bring before thy throne of grace 
Alfo this. heathen nation : | 
The way to thy wounds let them trace 
_ Thro’ our weak information ; 
And thofe whom thou haft gather’d in, 
referve with thee, till they are feen 
‘Thy throne at laft encircling. 


Ha. Tue 


a 


16 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B. VII. 


THE SEVENTEENTH YEAR 1749. \& 


: ‘hi ER ny 

N the firft half of this year, nothing very particular 

occurred in the Greenland’ congregation, but what 
has already been taken notice of in former years. Its 
blefled courfe cannot be exprefled better than in the 
words of Aés ix. 31. “* The church had reft and was 
© edified, walking in the fear of the Lord, and ‘in the 
€ comfort of the. Holy Ghoft.” . In this time there was 
“but little intercourfe with thé heathen, as no ftrange 
ienorant fouthlanders fojourned im the iflands. Some 
old acquaintances indeed came how and then on a-vifit : 
but moft of them were as yet fpiritually dead, * and could 
not comprehend what was meant, when ‘they were 
advifed to turn to Jefus, Their reply was, ‘* Our ears 
<< are not fitted for that matter, nothing abides with us.” 


Here the brethren were obliged to wait with patience for, 


the Epphatha ! Be opened ! Others, who had heard the 
voice ofthe Son of God, wreftled for fome time with 
the difquietude of their hearts, but at laft erept to the 
crofs as weary and heavy laden. ‘Thus the late Samuel’s 
brother-in-law came, and faid;; “ Now I am quite weary 
of living among the favages, I will therefore devote my- 
felf to our Saviour and dwell with the believers.” - This 
man had been laid’ hold of in the year 1739 by Samuel’s 
teftimony and example, heard the word of God ‘gladly, 
loved and willingly ferved the believers, but could never 


take the full refolution to change his “old courfe of life, 


During a fharp fit of ficknefs laft year, he dreamt that 
he ftood upon a high fteep hill, ‘on’one fide he faw a 
pleafant place wherein the believers were very happy, and 
on the other a dark’ pit full of people exceedingly tor- 
mented. ‘* There are many inftances” (fays the diary) 
“© that Greenlanders, when they are no more quite 
« dead and infenfible, but yet cannot refolve to be 
<< entirely our Saviour’s, are terrified by fuch dreams, 
se and conftrained to bethink themfelves better.” ~ _ 
We had alfo the joy to fee feveral prejudiced perfons 
brought to different fentiments, fo as to give ear to the 
truth as friends, at leaft for a time. ‘There was one 
t ' 7 man, 


u mmee 
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man, whofe fon had been awakened laft year, and could 
not be prevailed upon to move again with him among 
the heathens, which fo enraged the father, that he 
threatned to kill his fon; this man came on a vifit, and 
was entirely fatisfied that his fon had ftaid here and was 
baptized; nay hetold one of the Greenlanders, that his 
fon’s words and behaviour had affected him very much, 
and that he would move hither himfelf as foon as he 
could prevail on his wife to come with him. A famous 
conjurer and perfecutor did alfo pitch his tent for awhile 
among the brethren, and heard the truth. He faid, that 
a repeated terrible dream, in which he thought a man 
ftood by him, and fpread before him all the wickednefs 

.he had ever committed, was the means of bringing him 
upon reflection. Likewife the chief ‚of thofe banditti, 
who fince the murder of Samuel’s brother-in-law in the 
year 1739, had committed feveral others, and who in 
1744 got a fevere fhock by being fpoken ferioufly to by 
ene of the miflionaries, came frequently hither both in 
the laft and this year, and heard the word of God with 
fuch attention and fuch a pious mien, that, as one of the 
baptized exprefled it, he looked as if he was the only 
pious man. But his converfion went no farther. — 


§ 2. 


Our Greenlanders ftaid longer together this time than 
ufual, and did not fet out with their families to the iflands 
till May. It was painful to them, they faid, to be 
deprived of fo many bleffed meetings, which were food © 
for their fouls, and it was to be feen and felt that they 
loved their teachers as children do their mother. And as 
a multitude of believers were together, who were one 
heart and one foul, the church-feftivals and other im: 
portant memorial-days of the Greenlanders, could the 
better be celebrated with an union of fpirit. The 6th 
of Jan. being the day of the manifeftation of the general 
Saviour of the world to the firft Heathens, there was 
prayer-day, as alfo a baptifm and reception. Jan. 19, 
being the day on which the firft meflengers fet out from 
Herrnhut for Greenland, they had a love-feaft with all 
the inhabitants, and proftration, accompanied with many 

; ‘tars. In Lent feafon, the reading and illuftrating the 
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hiftory of our Saviour’s fufferings was particularly anoint= 
ed; and the paflion-week, were days which the Lord 
himfelf- made. On Maundy-Thurfday was the holy 
facrament. On Good-Friday the hiftory of our Saviour’s 
death, and the opening of his holy fide, was read, fung of, 
and taken to heart with inmoft devotion. ‘The following 
day being Eafter-Eve, was celebrated with a love-feaft, 
at which our Lord’s reft in the grave after ending his hard 
conflict and obtaining the victory, was the iubject of | 
meditation and finging. On Eafter-Morning the con- — 
gregation came together in the hall before fun-rifing, and 
after the acclamation, The Lord is rifen indeed, faluted 
their rifen Lord with that verfe, “ Welcome among thy 
<< chofen flock—with joyful acclamation,—thou who of 
<¢ ages art the rock !—-come, feed thy congregation. 
<< Thy hand, with its print of the nail,—we kifs with 
<¢ heart’s affection,—that hand fo ftiff and. fo death- 
«© pale,—ftretch’d out by crucifixion;—that hand, 
< which, ere thou went’ft away,—hath thy cifeiples 
<* blefled ;—that hand, near which, on judgment-day,— 
“¢ thy poor worms fhall be placed.” After the refurrec- 
tion of Jefus, and what he had purchafed for us thereby, 
had been briefly confidered, the congregation went to 
the burying-ground, prayed a part of the litany, and 
called to mind with few words accompanied with many 
tears, all the mercy which had been fhewn on the Green- 
land congregation within thefe few years, and particularly 
on thofe fince departed. In the fermon afterwards, our 
Saviour’s meritorious reft in the crave was treated of, by 
‘which he has rendered the grave, lately fo frightful, a 
lovely chamber of reft for all the dead, who.die in the 
Lord. In the noon-fermon thofe words were the fubjedt, 
Ye feck “Fefus which was crucified: He is .rifen, he is not here, 
Mark xvi. 6, They experienced in thefe holidays what 
that means; ‘* Did not our heart burn within us, while 
“© he talked with us, and while he opened to us the ferip- 
‘© tures ?” 

Thus it was alfo on the other feftival and memerial- 
days. The congregation-days, or prayer-days, were 
alfo great feftivities. When the Greenlanders were not 
far difperfed, they were held every month, and com- 
monly concluded either with a baptifm or reception. 

| ae | As 
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As to the holy communion, no feftival can come into 
competition with it, nor cafi it be defcribed. The 
communicants rejoiced always when thefe days came, 
as at a wedding-day. On fuch an occafion they fay: 
«© We muft often lay our hand upon our mouth, ac- 
* cording to the cuftom of the Greenlanders, becaufe 
€ the blood of Jefus exerts itfelf now. beyond all com- 
“ prehenfion. It is not to be defcribed what blefled 
“ effeéts the holy communion has’ on all thofe that are 
_ © partakers of it.” 


An idea may be formed of their daily regulation, and 
‚what was propounded in their meetings, from the fol- 
lowing extract of an account of thew herring-fifhery. 
*¢ May the ıgth, (the miffionary Beck writes) I fet 
* off on the herring-fithery with the greateft part of 
** the congregation, in twenty-two women’s-boats and 
* a great number of kajaks. In about two hours it 
“ began to fnow fo hard, that we could fcarce fee 
** twenty paces before us. But the kind angels con- 
“€ ducted us in fuch a manner, that not one perfon 
« either fuffered harm or was feparated from the com- 
** pany. In the evening we had made fifteen leagues, 
«© and as we could pitch all our tents together, I held 
«© firft a fhort difcourfe, then a finging-hour, and after- 
** wards the meeting of the communicants, We re- 
*< joiced childlikely on account of the grace which had 
‘* attended us the whole day. ‘The 20th, we reached 
« Piffikfarbik in good time. In the evening-meeting 
“ T fpoke to this purpofe, that no one who will but 
*¢ furrender his whole heart to our Saviour, need be 
‘© dejected or difcouraged though he perceives himfelf 
*¢ ever fo wretched, becaufe our Saviour does not look 
“¢ what goodnefs or badnefs a man brings with him, 
“< but at the integrity or falfhood of his heart. After 
** the evening-bleffing I had a very fatisfactory con- 
** verfation with fome of the communicants, concerning 
the happinefs of thofe fouls, who in all circumftances, 
“ like doves, fly for refuge to the rock-clefts of the: 
“ wounds of Jefus. | 
_ “ ‘The arft, the text of the day, I am the door of the 
#* /hesd, gave me an opportunity in the morning-meeting 
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<< to remind the brethren and fifters of the reafon why 
“€ one of us likes always to be with them; which is not 
<¢ to watch and prevent their plotting fomething bad, 
« for this would be but to little purpofe, if they did 
«© not liften to the voice of the holy Spirit; but that © 
< we would be helpers of their joy, and make it our 
‘* ftudy that they fhould never want matter to rejoice 
“¢ in, and praife God their Saviour for. u 
“ The 22d, the text, Where your treafure 1s, there will © 
your heart be alfo, was illuftrated with the ideas of that 
ec beautiful verfe: ‘© Treafure above all treafures,—O. 
< Jefu faireft one!—The Pearl above all pleafures,—= 
<< which my love feafts upon ;—for thy fole habitation 
«¢ _I have my heart affign’d,—becaufe thou by thy 
“ paffion—haft heal’d my pain of mind.” One gladly 
<< renounces the world’s riches and carnal pleafures for 
“ the fake of this pearl-of great price. I»then went 
<< with fome of them to hunt rein-deer. In our abfence, 
“ {ome of the communicants held the morning and 
«€ evening-meeting with bleffing. fe 4 
'« During the preaching on Whitfunday the 25th, 
«© a gentle wind of the Spirit was perceived. There 
«© were many people at the meeting, and very attentive 
<* notwithftanding that it fnowed hard upon us. For 
<¢ the church at Piffikfarbik has no-roof but the fır- 
mament ; the walls confift of the fnow - white 
“© mountains, the pulpit is a large ftone, and the bench- 
“© es are the bare rock. Afterwards I gave all the 
et people a dinner of rein-deer’s flefh, and our Saviour — 
<< blefled our converfation at table with his precious 
<e nearnefs. A couple of them were afhamed on account 
“© of their bad conduét in my abfence. I had fome 
«© fpecial talk with one, who was grown fhy towards — 
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" . € me, and affociated with bad company, and I repre- 


<< fented to him the love of our Saviour to all poor 
< finners, but alfo his pain on account of their obduracy | 
«and eftrangement. ‘He burft out into tears, and I 
“ wept with him. | a Qe 
-& The 26th, was likewife a‘bleffed holiday, and at 
<< vifiting the Greenlanders in their tents, we converfed — 
“© about Such fubjects together, which caufed both their © 
sc heart and mine to melt like wax before the fire. I 
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_ & alfo received agreeable letters from New-Herrnhut ; 
** J read part of their contents to the baptized, which 


6 proved a blefling to them. | 


“ The 27th, In the morning-meeting I fpoke on the 


* text, Jf a man love me, be will keep my words, to this 


a 
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purport, that it is impofible for a man to keep the 
word of God, till he Joves him with all his heart and 
with all his foul. On the other hand, it is a delight 
to thofe who love him, to do thofe things which are 
well-pleafing to him, and to fuch, his commandments 
are not grievous nor burthenfome. But the love 
wherewith our Maker loved us, while we were yet 
ftrangers to him, was properly the matter which 
again at this time principally attracted our hearts. 
* ‘The 28th, the firft capelins came near the fhore. 
We were diligent in catching them. In the meeting 
I {poke to this effet, that our Saviour’s grace is not 
contined to any time or place. He feizes one at fea, 
another on land; while fifhing or hunting; on the 
ice-mountains or in the wild thicket, And whoever 
is only fenfible that he ftands in need of a Saviour, 
and fighs after him, will in that fame hour find his 
wounds ftanding open, where alone comfort and relief 
may be obtained concerning all his tranfgreffions. 
“ The 29th I vifited the Greenlanders at their work 
and in their tents. On account of fome young people, 
through whom fome irregularities begun to make their 
appearance, I fpoke on Eph. xiv, 17. Henceforth walk 
not as other Gentiles, &c. 
‘“ The homily was held the goth, on thofe words: 
Labour not for the meat which perifheth, but for that meat 
which endureth, &c, and the 31ft, on the words, Being 
glorified of all: that the example of our Saviour fhould 
be a mirror to us; how he did not feek his own ho- 
‚nour, and confequently we are to make but little ac- 
count either of the praife or cenfure of the world, 
becaufe their c#tnmendation may foon be turned to 
reproach, and on the contrary their contempt very 
ealıly to an acknowledgement that God hath loved us; 
therefore not much dependence can be made on either 
of thefe, as the proofs which our Saviour made, and 
innumerable inftances of his church fufficienily a 
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‘ June the tft, in a fermon on thofe words of our 
Saviour: This is the work of God, that ye believe on him 
wham he hath fent; I {poke to this purport, that: no 
iety or ability is able to help a perfon, if he does not 
hetiewd in Jefus, and that it is God who muft impart 
faith to him, and work every thing in him that is 
‘edod. * : | | 
i The 2d, at the contemplation of the words: I am the 
bread of life, my heart was fo affected by the confidera- 
tion of the righteoufnefs which Jefus hath purchafed 
for us by his bloody merits, that my mouth could bear 
witnefs thereof with emphafis. ‘Che communicants 
come into my tent every evening, where we have 
blefled converfation together. $i 
“¢ The 3d, I went out to hunt for fuftenance again. 


« fn my abfence, Paul, the Greenland catechift at the 


colony, was come hither in his women’s-boat, and he - 
and his wife petitioned earneftly that I would baptize 
his child, becaufe the miffionary was not with them, 
After having:reprefented to them the importance of 
baptifm and education of children, I held a difcourfe 
on thefe words: That whichis born of the flefh is fief, 
and that which is born of the Spirit is Spirit; and then 
baptized the child and called it Rofina.. They then, 
‘returned joyfully to their people. 

« The 8th, many heathens in this diftriét came to the 


'fermon, which was held on John iti. 17—21. I in- 


treated them with tears to turn from darknefs to light, 
that fo they might behold Jefus in his bleeding form, 
and be made everlaftingly happy through him. Our 
people rejoiced when I acquainted them that we fhould 
fhortly return home. They foon begun to pack up 
their things, Some who had been to catch feals, 
brought us the melancholy news, that the youth Bar- 
tholomew wag miffing, and that they had not been 
able to find him. I fent out feveral to feek him, who 


“ found him funk and fuffocated in" a bog, over which 


he wanted to have carried his Kajak ; they laid him in 
a grave, and erected a monument over him on a rock. 
He came to us laft winter, and our Saviour laboured fo 
fuecefsfully on his heart, that he was in fuch a fitua- 

tion 
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* tion as to be baptized the rath of April this year, fince 
© which time his courfe has been to our joy. 
“ The 12th, we decamped with fongs of praife, and 
“ had fine weather home, where we arrived in good 
“ time. Our people received us with great joy, and 
* we thanked our Saviour for all the grace he had 
“ imparted to us in the defart.” — c 


§ 4 


_ After this expedition our Greenlanders ftaid moftly 
at home, or if they went out, foon returned, till they 
went to the Sound to catch feals in September. In the 
mean time Matthew Stach returned with his Green- 
landers the roth of July on board the Irene, Captain 
Gerrifon, at a time when all the paflages and bays were 
fo full of ice, that every body wondered how it was 
pofible for fuch a light-built fhip to make her way 
between ice and rocks, in a very thick fog and ftrong 
wind, without receiving the leaft damage *. Two 
ears ago he went to Europe with the Dutch fhip which 
bad brought the materials hither to build our prefent 
chapel, and had taken five Greenlanders along with him, 
who had exprefled their defire to fee Chriftendom ; they 
were Simon Arbalik, and Sarah Puffimek a married pair, 
Judith Iffek a fingle fifter, and Matthew Kajarnak and 
Angufmak, two youths. This journey had proved a 
blefling to them, and one of the youths, who had not 
been baptized before, had holy baptıfm adminiftred to 
him at Herrnhaag, Jan. 19, 1748, and was called 
TJohanan. About the fame time the other four were 
admitted the firft time to the holy communion. Being 
apprehenfive that the hot weather, and the being too 
Jong deprived of the Greenland diet and manner of life 
might be detrimental to their health, it was thought 
advifable for them to return back before the commence- 
ment of fummer. The miffionary mentioned it, but 
there arofe fo many obitacles, that before. they were 
removed, it was too late in the feafon. He therefore 
made a journey with them to Herrnhut, and was pre- 


_ *. Two weeks before this, the fhip bound for Good-hope run in here, as 
_ the fhip to Frederic’s-hope had done before her, being obliged to take 
fhelter here, after having aflayed in vain for four weeks together to find a 
pallage through the ice, | Mr 
at | fent 
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fent at the fynod in Silefia and the Saxon electoral= 
commiffion at Great-Hennerfdorf. In the month. of 
May, Sarah departed this life happily, and five weeks 
after, her hufband Simon followed her. Both of them 
were interred in the burying-ground at Herrnhut. This 
was no fmall grief to the miffionary, he being thereby 
difappointed in his expeétations, that this married 
couple, who even before had been.fo ufeful, would now 
be of great and real fervice. Nor did he know how to 
get the other three, who were quite healthy and: to the 
joy of every body, back again into’their country. To- 
wards autumn’ he travelled with them back to Holland, 
in hopes of finding fome opportunity to return with 
them from thence. As the Irene came thither from New- 
York in November, and the captain was willing to take 
him and bring him from thence to Greenland, he came 
with this fhip to London in the beginning of the year. 
The two youths had travelled backwards and forwards 
through Germany on foot, and nobody, that did not know 
it, could ever have thought that they were of the fa- 
vages. All imaginable precaution was ufed to prevent: 
their being much obferved, otherwife they would have 
been admired by many, which might have been hurtful 
to themfelves. The princely houfe at Gotha, which 
- had heard fomething about them, procured a: fight 
of them on their journey through that place; and 
_this gave occafion to their being likewife prefented to 
his prefent Majefty of Great-Britain, and the reft of the 
princes and princefles of his late Royal Highnefs the 
Prince of Wales at Leicefier- Houfe. fae 
' They then went with the Irene to Penfylvania, vifited 
the congregations at Bethlehem and Nazareth, and the 
converted Indians in America, who fent fome letters 
by them to the Greenlanders. ‘When Chriftian David 
brought a new dwelling-houfe to New-Herrnhut, and 
erected it two years ago, he faw the great neceflity of a 
ftore-houfe for the Greenlanders; for want of which, 
their dried meat, fifh, capelins, &c. which they pre- 
ferved under a heap of ftones, was either half devoured 
by the foxes and ravens, or putrified, and this was fuc~ 
ceeded either by famine or infectious diforders. He had — 
conduéted their eldeft teacher to them; he had built — 
them 7 
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them a houfe, in which they could enjoy the falubrious 

food of the gofpel in a convenient and decent manner. 
_ Now he alfo wanted to carry them a houfe, in which 
they might preferve their ftores fecure and wholefom. 
He therefore accompanied thefe three Greenlanders, and 
their miffionary, to America, where the congregation 
made him a prefent of as’ much wood and fhingles of 
cedar, as was fufficient to build not only the great ftore- 
-houfe for the Greenlanders which he had promifed them, 
but alfo another fmaller ftore-houfe and wood-houfe for 
the European brethren, which he expeditioufly effeéted 
in a fortnight, as he wanted to go back with the fame 
fhip. 

The voyage from New-York to New-Herrnhut, was 
performed in three weeks, but, as has already been men- 
tioned, ‘was attended with great danger at entring the har- 
bour, on account of the great quantity of ice and thick 
fog, which blinded the Greenlanders themfelves fo, that 
for a long time they could not difcern the diftrid. The 
Greenland congregation was exceflive glad to fee their 
two firft meflengers of peace again, and the three Green- 
landers who had been abfent from them near two years. 

Whoever is acquainted with the circumftances at that 
time, will not marvel at their making fuch a-circuit, and 
thereby bringing fuch an expence upon their benefa&tors : 
‚but, on the other hand, all thofe who. are acquainted 
with the fimplicity of the heathens, and the depraved 
ftate of Chriftendom, muft look upon it as a miracle 
that they were not corrupted by means of their journey, 
and the many unavoidable objects it prefented; that the 
few unprofitable imaginations which had infenfibly been 
imprinted in their minds, were fo foon erafed again, and 
that they immediately adapted themfelves to their former 
' way of life. Nay they reaped this advantage from their 
journey, that to the end of their days (for two of them 
are now with the Lord) they were fit to be employed as 
labourers. among their nation, and approved themfelves 
as fome of the moft judicious and trufty. 


| $ 5: 

The Greenlanders were highly delighted to fee their 
eountry-folk again, and made frequent enquiries what good 
things they had feen, heard and experienced in Europe 

| and 
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and America. In particular the unmarried women 
rejoiced greatly to fee their Judith again fo healthy and 
happy, who ‘before this had been a helper among thofe 
of her fex. This fifter had in a peculiar manner, made 
good ufe of her abode in Germany; and having lived 
moftly in the fingle fifters choir-houfe at Herrnhut after 
the happy departure of her own fifter Sarah, fhe got a; 
particular relifh for the external order, fo conducive to 
the internal growth. ‘Therefore fhe fent a propofal to 
the heads of families, to allow their upgrown daughters, 
as alfo thofe that ferved in the capacity of maids, to live 
with her that winter in a feparate houfe, and fleep there 
together, after having done their bufinefs in the refpedtive 
families ; that fothey might not, as hitherto, be expofed 
to the inconvenience of feeing and hearing fuch things, as 
might awake unneceflary and hurtful reflections in them. 
Her propofal was agreed to. In confequence of this, fhe 
and her fifters built this autumn the firft fingle fifters 
- houfe in Greenland, in which the families affifted her 
faithfully. noo Dieta 


: § 6. i arta 
The way in which things are regulated and conducted 
during the winter, is to be feen by the account given in 
former years. I will therefore only obferve here, that 
John Soerenfen, who came into this country in the year 
1746, and who, befides his labour in the miniftry of 
the gofpel, devoted himfelf particularly to the manage- 
ment of the external ceconomy and the maintaining of 
order among the Greenlanders, was joined in marriage 
the 2d of Auguft to the fingle fifter Catharine Paulfin, 
who came with the fhip to be a help-mate for him, | 
_ And as Michael Ballenhorft, who came with the houfe — 
two years ago, was got pretty well mafter of the Green- 
land language, he was appointed catechift, took upon 
himfelf out of the hands of the miffionaries the care of 
the. boys fchool, and at the fame time had the care of 
the internal and external welfare of the Greenland fingle 
men. Among thefe young people fome were found of — 
very good and quick capacities, who befide their own 
proper occupations, which require long practice, learned 
ter | - Ir to 


\ 
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to read well, to write a very good German* and Green- 
land hand, to fing regularly, and to play on fome mufi- 
cal inftruments.: And the internal ftate of their mind 
afforded blooming hopes that fome of them might once 
be ufed with blefling as helpers among their nation. 


bret: § 7° ; 3 
_ The congregation was increafed this year with thirty- 
five perfons added by holy baptif, of whom: eight 
were {mall children, and one a widow, Jael; who has 
a confiderable number of children, grand-children and 
reat-grand-children in the congregation... ‘There were 
Rion adminiftrations of baptifm to adults, of: which 
thofe on the heathen-feftival Jan. 6, and at Chriftmas, 
were particularly remarkable. Ie 
Fifteen perfons were admitted to the holy communion, 
amongft whom was the abovementioned Johanan, who 
had been baptized the preceding year in Germany, as 
alfo fome of the grand=children of the old» widow Jael. 
Two pair were joined together in marriage, and the 
number of inhabitants. was increafed with five new 
families, and many fingle perfons. | | | 
On the other hand the congregation here: below was 
diminifhed by fix perfons; one of whom was the before- 
mentioned Bartholomew, who was choaked in the bog at 
Pifikfarbik; another was Nathan, a lively chearful 
youth, whom it was a pleafure to fee. It was thought 
at firft that he was loft in the fea, becaufe his: kaiak was 
found, but not his body. But fome years afterwards it 
was difcovered, that one of the favages had murdered 
him, becaufe another baptized Greenlandér “had reftored 
a feal to the right owner which this favage had forcibly 
taken from him; therefore this wretch had cut poor 
innocent Nathan to pieces, and thrown him into an 
old ditch in au uninhabited ifland, to revenge 'himfelf, 
although not on the perfon againft whom he bore his in- 
dignation, yet on one of the inhabitants of the fame place. ® 
Since that time there have been more inftances of our 
people who never returned from fea nor have been found, 
and it muft be left undetermined whether they were 


* At prefent no Greenlander learns the German language. They have 
hot time for it, nor is it of any particular advantage, 


drowned 
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drowned, or maflacred by the heathen by way of revenge, 
or for having prevented fome of their malicious defigns. 
There have been alfo fome traces, from whence it might 
be conjectured, that fome vile fellows have murdered one 


- or another innocent perfon, either out of enmity to the 


miffionaries, or to avenge the lofs of fome of their rela- 
tions who had been converted. Among thofe departed 
thisaear, was alfo Rofina, the relidt of the late Noah, 
who moved with her relations. to the fouth two years 
ago, where fhe made her exit. Her cafe caufed much 
grief to the teachers, but proved a blefied warning to the | 
Greenlanders. Yet nothing was ever heard of her walk 
being any reproach to the gofpel, and the moft favourable | 
hopes may be entertained as touching her end ; nay it is 
not improbable that fhe was the firft caufe of many of 
thofe in the fouth feeking the Lord, and coming to the 
enjoyment of that, in this time of grace, which fhe de- 


» prived herfelf of by her divided heart. 


Among thofe of the unbaptized who departed this 
life, was a woman, who left a little child behind her, 
which fhe delivered to the care of the hoft where fhe 
lived at the time of her departure. A favage at Kangek 
claimed a right to this child, becaufe he had maintained 
the mother in the time of her pregnancy, and the child 
had been named after a child of his which was dead. 
But as the laft hoft, a baptized man, had provided laft 
of all both for mother and child, and the child had been 


committed to him, the favage was obliged to be 


@ 5 


fatished. “i | i 
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a! ily RER 
HE weather this winter was very inclement, tem 
peftuousand fnowy, and towards Eafter fuch fever® 

cold fet in till April, that the like had not been known 

before in the memory of man, whereby the haven, 
which is fix mile broad in the narroweft place, was fo 


frozen and filled with ice for a confiderable time, that 


no water was to be feen notwithftanding the high tides § 


“and ftrong current. On this account the Greenlanders 


were 


|. Revation or New-HERrnavt 1750. 129 
were expofed to, many dangers of life- when they went 
out to feck provifions, ‚yet none were loft. this time. 
About Eafter thete 'was'a general famine in the country, 
in which thofe: who. belong to: us fuffered the leaft, as 
zarte not only learnt to pray;:/but'to work too, and 
to be good cconomifts, by | which»means they had 
always fomething :to give tothe needy, and many fuch 
had recourfe to them.; Thofe from Kangek were called. 
to account for having buried. an old\!man alive. They. 
pleaded in their excufe, that it was.done at the reque 
of his daughter, becaufe he had got.a putrid hand and 
eould not provide any thing.| Thexgofpel was declared 
to thefe, as well as the other heathen who came for food; - 
but alas, by fuch opportunities, feldom,much was effects 
ed. They indeed-admired the fine order of their country- 
men ; but when ;they,| were afked, . whether they would © 
not furrender themfelves to our Saviour too, and follow 
the example of the believers, who, as they themfelves 
muft own, led a happy. life, and moreover fuffered lefs 
external want than other Greenlanders, nowithftanding 
their living at a ‚place «which fubjeéts them to. greater 
inconveniencies and difficulties ; they had recourfe to their 
ufual excufe: Sanieiffegalloar pogut, hiffien ajornakau. ““ We 
* fhould have no objection to the” being converted too, 
““ if it was not fo difficult.” It was evident upon various 
occafions that their judgment was convinced.of the truth 
and happinefs of chriftianity, and yet their heart would not 
embrace it. Many ofthem ran away as foon as our Saviour 
was {poken of, and guarded themfelves as carefully againft 
being brought into uneafinefs. of mind, as a timorous 
ean guards againft an infectious ficknefs or fome witch- © 
craft. v7 pi | | 

Amongft thofe who came on a vifit,. was one who 

was baptized as a child upwards of ‚twenty years ago by 
the firft of the Danifh miffionariess. Though he was 

town pretty. wild, yet when the blood of Jefus was 
fie n of to him, the fenfible difference: was obvious, 
which is to be feen in all countries betwixt people whe 
haye been baptized, and over whom, the falutary name 
of Jefus has been pronounced, and infidels who have not 
been baptized. His heart was eafily foftned; whereas 

Vor. Il. HR“ when 
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when ey anid were “fpéken: to, Se 
entrances it beingias if fpoken to aftone o2 3u0 
odimthe gan here er sleaof daily ‚sünch gta 
feweltof thémcanie with an intention ee 
But onlyicd fee thei dld auquaintance, and ines 
fudtefsfuil they wow:were invtheit hanting-and how well 
they how lived: Amöfigft' others that ‘came; there wae 
dif6 Kainzk; mentioned : feverdl tines before, who res 
ported that he would: fet fire! tothe brethren’s buildings; 
beeaufe they: had btaken A woman into’ proteion wha 
made her efeape to'them;, 'wheh he wanted t6‘eompel 
her “by violenveloto®-be histiwife, "When he’ was 
charged: with this, he denied it, yet lay ‘continually’ in 
wait UP he @öt an Opportunity fecretly to kidnap the faid 
woran. "As fhe was’ not received" among ‘thé’ eatechu- 
mens,’ it was difficult for the brethren ‘to! intermeddlé aay 
this quarrel, but they fent a perfor after him, ‘to defire 
him not to treat this. woman wickedly, ‘as he had-before 
threatned to doj and it being! reported that they’ were 
now fatished ‘on both fides, it was judged befk'to.let the 
mätter take’ its courfe, In’ like’manner a fingle woman 
who was in fervice with one of the baptiaed, was volun4 
tarily delivered \up* to: her former  hofty* who ‘claimed 'a 
right to herj°it being believed, that if fhe was! only eon~ 
cerned about the falvation ‘of her foul,» the would herc- 
after find lawful means and wayéito-attain’ thereto® "9. 
ton Kia tıatdl tient 327 DNS „VIEUENEI 10 » ighiggndt bas 
Wold Iwo Bw. MOOL a8 Th 824 rat 10 vis] staosıdins 
“Our Greenlanders remained*moftly together -till\after 
Bafteryand celebrated the holidays: Petey nn 
Afterwards moft of them went'tö'the Soufid; where dy 
were vifited diligently; twenty-four boats full 6: 


Greenlanders’ went’ to the renin ae | 


hy Matthew Stach.’ But as che. a ge Har- 
bour in their abfence, the 6th of June, e wasobliged-td 
leave them this time behind, under the care“and infpee- 
tion of thofé Greenlanders*whe are’fellow-labourers. ‘In 
this’ year the 'trade® to’ Greenland was Configned to the 
royal incorporated company’ of merchafts, and atthe 


bs a eer pe ee es es si bps. age ae : I > 
e time it was ordered by the government, that the 
rw ee (as DW stead eed RT Irethren 


Pe Both this enemy, and this fingle woman, with their hele Senken ‘ 


came afterwards to the Greenland congregation, and were baptized. 


L 
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brethren, inftead Of the liberty of tranfpdrting themfelves 
öderate ‘arid’ réafonable freight, only not in foreign bot- 
tons. By thisiniéans they wereat “once freed from all 
ficulties and the heceflity of being troublefome to thofe 
ih power, were exempted from many “delays and expen- 
and Bp ened their plän- Chearfally fincé that 
ecard: eo every Body's fadstadlion. 
Werner OUI R Jue 7s AAW Quite ies 


min: al Io cow 31 ze 1 jo LANDE ne rir 
“PRE réttainderof the fürhmmet, ‚Both the' brethren And 
Ex y of) sr aa IB EI TE EDEL 
the Greenlanders were bufily ‘occupied in the procuring 
_ What was “riety for winter, which begun to be very 
fevere about the éhd of September, though afterwards it 
was more like fummer than winter till towards Chrift- 
mas; which thé brethren made godd ufe of in. vifiting, 
fome of their Heishbours who lived on the continent, up 
the bay, doi Raat Hoe been fo frequently vifited as thofe 
at Kangek.’* Fie following relation is given of one 
“Nov. 2, three of us, together with feveral Green- 
“ Yandets, failed fix leagues up the inlet to a Greenland 
““ houfe. ‘The people were exceeding glad that we came 
“to vifit them, and received us with much love. When 
“they heard of our people that one of their relations 
“ was dead’ät 'Kangek, there arofe a teftible howling 
*““ among them, but it did not continue long. This 
“ furnifhed us with an opportunity to tell them, how we 
“ and all thofe who love Jefus, are difpofed with regard 
“to dying; And then we related to them with what great 
“ joy two of our Greenland fifters departed to our Sa- 
“' 'viour laf fümmer. That this blefing was procured for 
“us by the death and blood of Jefus; and when fouls 
“are wafhéd' therewith, it is as natural for them to de- 
“fire to depart to their Creator, as it is for a child ta go 
“to its father, mother, and own brothers and filters. 
© They were aftonifhed to hear this. One of them faid, 
she fhould be glad to become a believer, but he could 
* not live with us, becaufe of the great waves on our 
“ coaft. There were’ three among them who had been 
“ baptized by Mr. Egede in their infancy, two of whom 
“ were married together, and have a lovely child. Alt 
| ry ‘* the 
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‘“ the people in the houfe have a love for us, ‘There-was 
_were at our place, could fing many of our verfes,, ith, 
‘€ which they frequently animate, t eee 
“€ may perhaps be a means of, their approaching nearer, 
“the kingdom of God. At another place we met with: 
se ‘pine families, among whom we ftaid two days. They, 
~ 6 defired fome medicine of us for an old fick man, => 

“ having nothing with us but a little brandy, we gave 
« him a fpoonful of that, and it was of fervice to him. 
“© They offered us a deer-fkin for it, but our. refufal 
«€ heightened the kindnefs.. We told them, how happy. 
‘< it was to be acquainted with the maker of our foul, be-. 
¢¢ fore the foul is to leave the bedy, and is to hear. the, 
« fentence at the tribunal deciding its eternal abode. 
“© They were all quite ftill, and behaved civilly and, 
« friendly. A boy was much affected, and would glad-. 


se ]y have gone with us, if he could have got permiffion, . 


** of his relations. In the day-time we went out to hunt,. 
« it being exceeding fine weather, and the fnow moftly. 


«© sone which, fell in September and O@tober, but the ° 


‘© sround was fo hard frozen that one could walk over 
«© all the bogs and lakes, and travel farther in SR hours» 
““ than in twelve in fummer, though the poor 


*“ which was hard work for us.” ah apt 

a fat | ie Est ba ba 
nv er ake § 4. ee ee 2» 
’ At moving into the winter-houfes, it was found that 
the number of inhabitants was again confiderably aug- 
mented. One entire ftrange family came from the fouth,. 
which had a kinfwoman in the Greenland congregation.. 
And from the north there came feveral families with fome. 
of the merchants fervants there to Good-hope, the fhip. 
not having arrived, and confequently they could not fub- 
_fiftall together. _A family belonging to the miffion of the 


colony at Good-hope obtained leave to live at New- ~ 


herrnhut, in confequence of their earneft and repeated re-. 
queft, and-the interpofition of Mr. Drachart; and fome 


of them foon attained to the holy communion. More-. — 


over the brethren thought it but reafonable, at his defire, 
« 


to 


“ one pretty circumftance, that the children, who never. _ 


| | or feet fußter . 
“€ for it. We -got five rein-deer, which furpafled our, 
““ expectation, but we had to carry them twelve mile, 


oe 
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to receive a baptized woman from him, who by her con- 
dü&t among his people might have done harm, but by 4 
change of place and circumftances might probably be" re- 
covered, ‘Towards the end of the ER himfelf was 
necefhtated on account of fome family circumftances to 
move with his wife to the brethren, and from thence,. to 
difcharge his office among chriftians and heathens at the 
folony, though it was attended with many difficulties.” 


\ The general and fpecial meetings of the Greenlanders 
were regulated anew, both with regard to the choirs, 
fex, and age, as alfo the inward degree and growth in 
chriftianity. Previous to the new regulating of the bands, © 
it was made known, that if any one had no pleafute in 
them, and would not gladly difclofe his heart, he fhould 
acquaint us before-hand, or at leaft afterwards refrain go- 
ing to the bands, as the intention was not to compel any 
one to open-hearted band-like converfation, much lefs, 
that they fhould become hypocrites. But they were all 
defirous to belong to one of the bands; and the names of 
fome of the new people having been forgot to be wrote, 
they were troubled about it, thinking they were not 
efteemed shige to enjoy an intimate acquaintance with 
the believers. It was found that the number of thofe 
~ who could be admitted into bands, amounted to about 
three hundred perfons, befides the very .young people, 
who could not yet give much account of their inward 
ftate. "The number of thofe who kept the bands,. was 
upwards of ae and five or fix bands were held daily 
one after the other, in the meeting-hall, becaufe the 
Greenlanders have no apartments in their houfes where 
a company can be alone together. | 


§ 6. 


 Befides this, attention was paid, and pains taken to 
bring and preferve the Greenlanders in. fuch an external 
order, as might be moft conducive to their bodily welfare, 
- (which is frequently very nearly conneéted with the fpiri- 
tual) and tend moft effectually to the rendering them a ~ 
faber moral people, well-pleafing to God and man. In 
this view, fome Statutes relative to external carriage and ° 
I 3 dwelling 


£ 
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dwelling together were compiled, with, the advi 
ataitanee’ oF the moft judicious and irn le, 
families, which fhould always be. ‚read. and ı recommes | 
to their attention, At, spying. into, integer eas 
Beuleily for the fake of any new in : .Whoeyer 
ged Laney thereto, ‚was gently ad > ed,,or. morg 
ats oken | to, according to, Na eof | 


2 eH Te nes eafily compre 


re 
and flatutes were not the invention of an idle or ete 


ous head, but tended to the maintaining of the common 

pistes and the cutting off what m) ht. give oppo tunity 

or the commiffion of fi fin, ‚Qnss, up Bes wu eA 

landers had a mind BD nen eir ftreng 

cording to the Greenland, c Be, WAST iy at 

ti ne the old, bo aa they. = at 

de Wi Hehe Hs u a en ‘fi up a und ac owl ges 
er; pass Asie 6) on = 


Fagan 


es 


fuch things might cally, giye rife to; all, forts 
and) finful. gente aha A This Hug: ndestop.x 


N gies a ai ed “ia ole 


be 


But at the pleafın furve of ihefe ea re u tions 
ans oj ‚8h'2 jong 


there was fome room, to fay, “ T This oug Ri 

er done, and not leave: the. other undone,” . es 
congregation or prayer-day, was. difcontinued. . ‘On thefe, 
days not only edifying. letters and CCAR 

be read concerning the fpreading of th the. king om | of Bid 
among other heathen nations, exhortations held 


people with peculiar emotion, and concluded bee a 


prayer, but likewife a love-feaft was kept fometimes, gat 

moreover thefe days were generally folemnized, with ag 
great baptifm or reception, Thele very folemnities were, 
probably the caufe of dropping the whole, that. bapa) 


should no more be poftponed till the congregation-d aS. he 


* A certain eminent divine, by occafion of the controverfy de pre - 
sr about things indifferent, calls them, things which border upon fin. | 


(w which > 


divert i? ‘ony 
Behe sare ae ay pear mus ight ek Gre oH 
= this k IAG 94 “amyl : 


ae 


d 


_ as becomes chriftians. But that feveral’ 


IV RedAirén! GING OHERR ANDO BASH Anz 
Kuhn notralways be’ held during tiidumnierfer- 
) but thatratherfuch: ‘of -thevearechumens.as-yete 
deemed fit, fhoald'‘be\ baptized without delay, ~ leftoby 


ans: hey) mighe' beeome*rentifs? im their defire 
ardour, “arid! that alfo they! niighemeither lay <Rrefs 
‘uper the circumftdiitial folemnity>oflche congregation- 
.day'td:the detriiment 6f the "principal matter, not be in- 

| BR CNSUNEEB FRE Se Nabe an aflemblyand 
‚a'inaltiplicity of ‘other ‘edifying efubjedts.-> Howevers: it 
a evident, a ern ‘aoreal dofs 
was the confequence. Nothing ind as loft: ofthe 
y Sines the baptifm with 
€ 


Sunda: whieh they were‘ ufed.t6: Come in dee 
Witilfitudes with great’ earnefinefs; ’afo-tuftsined chat lois 


are alliat home, every HIS Wont bi Teer and 
blefled eourfe!'>Théy therefore foon' made An’alteration, 
zes ee geal | Peer‘, 
as one of their moft beautiful and bleffed'opportunities, 2 


HOOG bali eier ar Bax ‚yisnoiim ai. Kool, 
ER aban ge) 
two perfons through bäptifm, eight of whom were’ fmall 
children, whofe parents were either baptized or‘ atleaft 
received among'the'catechumens, "and'were fully refolved 
to remain with the faithfül, and to traim up their children 
Boy; and girls 
were "baptized this year ‘at the‘ fame time ‘witly their 
parents, who could 'no more be reckoned ‘among the 
innocen children, “and yet were" not arrived: to amature 


underftanding and to years’ capable of judging for them- 


ves, although at their preparation there\were traces of 
a good intention’ and defire; this, I fay, could “by no 
means’ be approved of afterwards by the fynod, and was 
hot'to'be done any’more, it being the pfaétice in the 
Brethren’s church, that all'who are ‘not “baptized ve 
BEN 14 after 
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- after their birth,, ahuft wait till they, know, on whom; 

„believe, what baptifm, is, the, benefits accruing to tl 

- ‚from it, andthe obligations it lays them under. homosh 
-. Thirty-fix Greenlanders attained,,to the holy commu- 
nion. On Maundy-Thurfday, the; intention..of foot- 
.wafhing was explained to them from. fahr xiii..and.then 
this act. itfelf, was adminiftred; to, them; the firft time. 
The candidates forthe communion were/not confirmed 
the day preceding.itj,2s~formerly, but; four ‚weeks, pre- 
vious to it, after, having: been prefent as. fpectatorsewhen 
“itrwas adminiftred., |, etitiov)....2oronnstnan ran 
ley minued ed? cainsaoioo ys dotiw 4.94e70 Joe To ele@eag 

) ist Ftol 2r9brisicas 9.9. sud hind 4e heald Kn 

. Two pair, of Greenlanders were joined. together in 
‘marriage. I, find fomething to_obferve, ‚relative‘, to.one 
of thefe pairs... The man, whofe, name ‚was, David, 
‚propofed marrying :a. virgin. who lived, at the fue 
The miffionary, andthe -merchant. with whom fhe was 
in fervice,, were. fpoken, with,,on ‚this head. _Both.of 
‘whom gave their confent gladly, and. when it-w 
pofed to her, though the did not exprefly give her Yes. to 
it (which-no Greenland woman does) yet fhe gave for 
an{wer: “.] will be obedient to my teachers, and,'will 
gladly live among you.” This perfon came to’ Good- 
hope in a remarkable manner. She, bad, begs baptized. 
the year before at Chriftian’s-hope in Difko-Bay by Mr. 
Block the miflionary, and was called Chriftina. Soon 
after her baptifm, her brothers came’ and attempted to 
take her away: But as fhe was not inclined to go with 
them, and the miffionary took her into protection, the 
Greenlanders feized him with an intention to murder him, 
To prevent this, fhe herfelf leaped into the boat, and 
called out to the favages to come and fail away with her, 
The miflionary:diredtly fent letters. after them to his ftep- 
brother Paul Molzau, merchant at Good-hope, to have 
them arrefted, and the young. woman releafed....He 
waited for them at Kangek, where they propofed pafling, 
by in their way to the fouth, but could not find her, for 
they had concealed her under the {kins in their boat, and 
fhe dared not betray her being there, as they had’ threat- 
ned to kill her in cafe fhe moved in the Jeaft. But after 
they were got upwards of 14 leagues farther, fhe pre» 
/ _vailed 
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wailed upon her brothers to go with her to the continent, _ 
and.there to let her gather, bilberries,. Here the ftole 
‚away ‚and. hid herfelf between: the rocks; the favages 
‚Wapktaber two days ‚without finding her, though they 
chad-put her. into great fear by leaping feveral times oyer 
ithe very.cleft of the rock: where fhe was concealed, but 
‚at-laftthey failed away then the went:over: mountzins 
and vallies for many leagues, till fhe: met with a Greene 
dander, from hence,>.atyfeä, who brought»-her to the 
colony in fafety. | She~is‘an extraordinary well behaved 
and cleanly houfe-wife, and a reputable and ufeful helper 
among her nation. ~~ er RC ihe 

Belides thefe two.new pair, ‚four..couple, who had 
married while among the favages, and were now become. 
members of the body of Jefus, and participants of the 
holy-commmunion, received the bleffing!of-the church to 
their living in chriftian'wedlock in a:manner well-pleaf- 
ingeto «God. \> The hufbands fat together before the 
brethren, and the. wives! before the,filters, and received 
the blefing kneelingy through impofition. of hands; 
during.a prayer over them. midongo)! alate “Gookiat 
hives t sent. § ID... beg al das 
_ \ Laftly fix of the baptized had the igrace conferred upon 
them, to be tranfplanted into a happy-eternity ; amongft 
whom was Tobias;-a venerable old father, and the Arft 
of the lift of the commuhicants. His walk. was refpect- 
able, and he himfelf was always joyful... When any one 
conyerfed with him, heifearce ever omitted giving honour 
to the wounds of Jefus asthe caufe of his happinefs. 

Farther, the firft fingle fifter, whofe name was Amelia, 
departed this life happily; and fhe was foon followed by. 
another, called Mary Elizabeth, whofe exit was fo extra- 
ordinary joyful, and attended with fuch tender expref- 
fions of love towardsall her fifters, that their houfe reaped 
from it an abiding bleffing, and ftill retain it in thankful 

ac ee ** By fuch inftances (it is {aid on this 
 occalion)” the departure out of this world, which is elfe 
preamible to the Greenlanders, and attended with fuch. 

entable howling, becomes more and more agreeable 
to our baptized Greenlanders,” 
Moreover ' 
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‚‘"Mörewver!an! unbaptized:marridéparted: this dife) >} 
«arhestö live ‘theres the: fameswintere" Ai frig twa 
‘ofvit. ; Lafb:year as hetwas fetching: a be 
sthe:brethreh agamit ws 5 ‚2 whom he'häd’adopt 
ed-forhis fon;ythis:boy! wasidro wned not far! from th 
Jadid,bsPhiscbrought him uporsiehe thoujghts that she had 
done: wrongizihe therefore took the’refolutich vo! be dott 
werted} arideame! to: dwell there swith ‘histwhole: family, 
He departedintexeternity, in) expectation that! evehshe 
thonld {ee his Redeemer, in swhonr he believed. ynolos 
yaqiud lwislu bas eldstuge: = bas rim u yinsal> bar . 


test 
bed odw APE NINETRERT en cabs 
wor sisw Dris,29g5V8 wa Stidw beingen 
add WoO ersqipitisg Ink Ast Yo ed ai een 
R Greenland: people hay retty:ilo: 
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enjoy ithe-blefiedgsattare of LddArine of Jefus’s 3 
Sininerdighcdee éeptiblyy 'batksinveheirt Meet wes; aN 
jebstheirisconverfätion with éachyothers “Phen was 
indeed caufe fometimes for giving admonition, nay Mé> 
rious reproofs ; yet every thing was carried on with _ 
much lefs trouble and difhculty, than sic could 
have ‘been! .expeéted > from - this: 'frvage people 
reg jetta hah én, who -by» their owmim 
example land friendly !advicey.:or Concerned mie | 
»ifluencesunrulyr fe ie more cull ha q 
fchoolmaftet Vean..!v They were: “alfa! “good - | 
and: diligentiattheirowork,inewhith the. Lord \imparted 
his bleffingori¢hly to them. eo ne Sut wy this 
ke A allie ae word of ‘the’! 
thing? thei brethren hadlbar fine 
fermon: 
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\ lies! : sure sc 
petfons live together, iwho,:apomthecqueftion be ig M 
6th -erevenione individual among themy-ever lacked | 
any thing? «nuit anfwer in the negative: »Almoft every 
year there ei = emia a the other places; 
yea'where ‘prouifions fhould: be’moft plenty, ehät many 2 
have died; whereas they havebalways: had’ ev ven toxgive | 
tovhimetHat ncedeth. God would in’ this manner entice 
us 


Si Die i nn = 


7 AREEATION OF NEw-HERRNAUTTY7éti 299 
us to believe,- 4% that hé is-our dean-Father,” „(er »Pro- 
vider,» as’ the: Greenlanders call) a, father or. hufband) _ 
$* ‘anid wejhis'dean children.” MO" Sond bed vile A 
oda Januaryand February. (when) there: is commonly 
the greatalt,, Heareity )- „there came’ „Such ı a,-lock Hof 
willocks-*. among the iflands,. that they could :be drove 
tothe fhore and, caught|with the hands. But the iffue 
ef this was ‚pretty much the cafe,of the manna:in-the 
wildernefs:» The Greenlanders came home one Saturday 
evening with, fuch quantities of them, that-their bodies 
and kaiaks, were hung with. forty or fifty a pieces. T'his 
enticed, fo marly of them to fail again to, the, iflandsion 
Sunday morning, early, «that the meetings-could nat-be 
held in a proper manner. + But/now they brought:home 
nothing but. fatigued limbs ::/and jit being reprefented to 
them, that they had got fuch an. abundanese.‘yefterday 
that fo they: might keep: Sunday in -reft,, they: were put 
to fhame, and it ferved as a Nota-bene to’ them after- 
ward fier ont © orn housed woehtbeb Insbysind 
ie Hom ds dir sdguerd det 
"They remained moftly topether till they.went fo the 
herring-fifhery in May; fo that all the ‘meetings ‘could’ 
_ be held. in*proper ‘order, nor was’ there‘ airy: Oé¢afion’ 
to fufpend one communion. But once feveralperfons,| 
who were become luke-warm, were not allowed to be 
partakers. When they were taken afide after the pre- 
paratory “homily had been ‘Held to the Greenlariders, a 
it was’ initiated’ to thems’ that 48° members of thé body 
of Jefug; "they indeed had’ right to this feat, ‘but that’ 
for this’ time they’ were hof permitted to partake of it; 
(the ‘catefe"of “which, upon mature confiderations: they 
themfelves' would find :) they were exceedingly aus 
and the: teat8“camé ‘into their eyes, But ee, 
heard they fhould ‘have leave'to”be “fpeétators wo 1 
communioh/wäs adminiftred, that fo they mighfreceive‘ 
fome bleffing for their hearts they were cOmiforted in} 
an meafute? came afterwards and difclofed their: + 
and were, thankful for. this wholefome . chaftifement, 
mi SR, more tei to A than Push 
ee dene 
i c u Bus 32 SO 
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- At the factament ‘on Good-Friday,' the-congregation 
- of communicants confifted juft ‘of a’ hundred 'perfons, 
A family had once gone out without the knowledge 
ofthe teachers, and hearing at their return that ‘the 
had smiffed: the holy communion, \ they fhed floods “of 
tears; and the wife Hofe that fhe had likewife*thereby 
forfeited her right to go. into'the other meetings ofthe 
communicants. When’ fhe was toldy* that dhe fheuld 
have: permiffion to go to’ them, fhe Said: “Now+my 
heart: is fomewhat eafier than it was ‘before.”’’ One of 
the candidates alfo failed to be at home at the en 
and: his ‘confirmation muft be ‘poftponed till the’next 
time Hecindeed had not been informed that he was 
to: have been ‘confirmed’ this! time, yet the very fame day - 
he found an intimation within himfelfito make ‘all ‘pofi- 
ble hafterhome, and now ‘was very ‘much ‘troubled, ‘that’ 
he was” prevailed ‘upon by’his relations to ftay contrary 
to his conviction. sh eenborok a Asa rl 02 
An ardent defire was obferved among the reft ofthe 
baptized, to be brought into the moft intimate con- 
nexion with, Jefus, ((as-they called the holy communion, - 
without knowing yet wherein it‚confifted *)) andıiac-' © 
cordingly, before they feparated for the, fummer, fourteen 
perfons more could be admitted thereto.) =.5 Fo) o 


‚ In the mean time the {hip arrived on the 7th of May. 
The miflionary Beck and .his wife returned with itfrom 
their vifit in the Brethren’s.congregations. . ‘Chey went, 
with the Irene to Penfylvania two years ago, wvifited the 
congregations there, and in particular the Indian ‚con- 

regation, .and from thence went to Germany,hy way of; — 

‚ngland and Holland, . The. fhip was fearcely got into. _ 
‚the haven, before the ice.was.driven in fuch! quantities — 
from the fea into the bay, that it was frequently im-, — 

a@ticable for a kaiak to move from the land. ; Six) ~ 
Bone thin were loft in the north. And one of the, — 
© Tt has been obferved in a former year, that many ‘of the baptized ‘ % 
alledged, as the reafon for their defiring to be admitted to the moft intimate “ _ 
Sellowfhip,. becaufe they obferved fomething particular in the life and 
conduét of thofe who were members thereof, and efpecially after their 


meeting, they could read in their countenance that they muft have enjoyed — 
Something unfpeakably happy. ~ . 
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two Danifh fhips bound for, Chriftian’s-Hope was beat to 
pieces, but the people'were faved. m | 
The Greenlanders however fet out on the herring= 
fifhery, and as no miffionary could accompany them this 
time, the care of the congregation was entrufted to the 
Greenland helper Peter; and two more helpers Jonathan 
and Nathanael had commiffion to keep them meetings for 
edification every morning, and. evening. _ A {mall .com- 
pany of baptized remained;at home, and many ftrangers 
were gathered to them from time to time. Some of 
them came to vifit their relations, and were glad to hear 
the word of God, and premifed foon to enter into. a 
clofer acquaintance. ‚Others had upgrown children here, 
fome of whom were married, and they came to perfuade 
‘them to go again to live with.them. , But when they. 
heard they were baptized, or had been. received among- 
thofe who are more fpecially inftru@ed ; they. declared 
that they would not compel their children by force, nor 
hinder their becoming believers; but as for’ themfelves, 
they were not as yet difpofed to ftay there, or to become 
otherwife than they were, and than their progenitors had 
een before thein. | | in 
There came now and then a couple of kaiaks from 
Piffikfarbik, the place of the herring-fithery, with re- 
ports of the ftate of the baptized there. They were well 
‚in body and foul, excepting that an) old man had been 
drowned, anda boy who having already four {mall feals 
in his kajak, wanted to, catch the fifth, was overfet, and 
was brought out of the water almoft dead. The commu- 
nication however was foon cut off by the great quantity. 
of floating ice, and their. return, was not in the .moft 
regular manner. Some of them were gone to feck rein-: 
deer, by which means they deprived themfelves of many 
bleffed opportunities of enjoying fomething for their 
hearts, which. they afterwards repented of; and. Peter, 
to whom the care of them was committed, was fo cha- 
rined about a few diforderly people, that he feparated: 
rom the company. Obferving the grief this caufed his 
teachers, he took it fo to heart, that he excluded himfelf, 
from the meetings of the communicants, till after having, 
been encouraged to faithfulnefs for the future, he was 
hid to go again to them. nz 
| § 4. 
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of ised tere Eine: pan dust) ows 
It was neceflary to fpeak with the Greenländets; after 
their retufn, feparately and’ individually, to know tl 
ftate of their hearts towards our Saviour, and what hz 
éccurred during their abfence which required to be re- 
moved''and abolifhed, that they might be enabled to 
begin the winter fo, as to proceed ‘in a bleffed congre= 
gation-courfe without any thing to impede it. As fome 
refentment dgainft each other had taken plate in fome of 
them while they were away from us, all forts of unhappy 
confequences were apprehended; but it was found ey 
the Holy Spirit had continued His faithful work in moff 
of their hearts without interruption, even during their 
abfence and amidft a variety of uncommion occurrences, 
and that many of them’ had ‘got a more futddmental 
knowledge of the bloody atonement, and mote feeling in 


‘their hearts towards the wounds of Jéfus, than was 


éxpested. Some of them related’ how much they had 
wifhed to bé again with theit teachérs, being often 
anxious ‘wlien ‘they were among the favages. “They 
refle@ed with deep fhame on thofe times when they like= 
wife were heathen, and walked in darknefs. Whatever 
was nét‘of-a happy kirid,"wäs- removed. Thole’ who 
had &öitimitted a fault,’ acknowledged it, and ‘defired 
forgivenéfs.. ‘And wherever ait obdurate heart or i a 
warm mind was ftill’obferved, that perfon was éxclut 3 
from fome: meeting which he ufed to prize ‘preatly, till 

"came to_a ferious ‘recollection; and it was. evident 
that’ he was ‘concerned to obtäin a trite {prinkling and 
Healitig ‘with'the blood of Jefüs. 7 er 


~""Phus all'the congregation’ and chdit-meetings could’ 


be begun apain in'their ufual order, and it was perceptible’ 
that they were attendied ‘with’ new grace. But’ the chief 
thing was fill wanting, viz. ‘the holy communion, 
which on acéotint “of various obs" partienldly that 
they were “fo difperfed from May til) O€tober, “had not 

een ‘adminiftered in five months, Some came of theit own 
accord; ‘complained of the want of it, and.would needs 
charge their own felves with many things as the reafon 


@f its fufpenfion.. Though they’ did not always’ reach: 


the'point, yet it gave the’brethren real pleafure to fee 
the {pirit of open-heartednefs and confidence continually 
ar gaining 
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gaining (ground im aatioit Yufuallyıreferved,ofubtle and! 
not apt to own a fault. October 15, when the hoky!comai 
mhuniomgwas! toı'be adıminiftred, “there was-abundant 
réafon Hoth to rejoicearid be filled-with thameon accoune 
lunger “and? thirft ‘after thé body and “blood of 

“Which was moft fenfibly” peredived’ a6 fpeaking! 
previoufly ‚with them and atthe factamental enjoyment. 
‘The following day a folemn:eongrepätiontday.was again 
“held, to commemorate thé confecration of the! chapels! 
though the congregation-days are ufually kept a fortnight 
after the communion. Fitft, a part of the diary of the 
Indiam’eönpregation at Rio:de Berbice in South-Ainerfea, 
and fome chapters out of St: John’s ‘eofieb wer yead’p 
then fix catechumens were received “into: a’ more {peckay 
ration for -baptifiny’ next ‘followed aermän com. 
ofative of the church’s confectation, and thé baptifew 


ofa new-born’ child, | and: finally the “baptifit! of “tive! 
adults,! previous to which was a diftourfe:coneerning® tie 
nature of this facramenty and then this: blefled day was 
conéluded with prayer. worl: suits gud, ; 109 
WOW babıdmoy ¥! ADE Ds VNOMMOo) NIA „nnilast 9181 
Birsumi wieds olls brs NL rEr 3 9d Io tidguors ads 
‘In this year thirty-fix perfons,' twel¥e of whöm were 
Children, were embodied ‘intd the cong epatih By bap- 
tifm, and much caufe för praife' was found, ‘both “for ‘the 
means grace had made ufe of to bring them to liften’ to the 
word, and’ for the powerfül “operation ‘of the”bloöd of 
Jefus at their baptifin. There was'a'man aihoneft them 
who came 'to the congregation with his family two years 
ago, but afterwards he'weht aWay ‘again in difpleafure, 
becaufe two of his children ‘were ‘baptized ant? he was not 
deemed fit for it ; but he ad no ‘fet till he returned this 
fummer, and now attained with more’ effeCuialblefing, 
what he before wanted as a prerogative, and might have 
feceived to his prejudice, © 0. nn yi in cn or 
_ Our eatechift being önee oiit a hunting, “heafd’ that’ a 
Greenlander, whofe wife was’ juft dead,’ purpofed bury- 
ing his little daughter, half’ year old, alive with her, 
becaufe he had nobody ‘to: nurfé it!” He feRt! one of our 
baptized to him direétly, and defiréd thé child might be 
given to him, and the brother retürried home joyfully 
With: this booty; got it baptized, and gave it to a yt 
oy an 


20 bao Hardt 


m4 HISTORY:OF GREENLAND. B: VIL. 
land fifter tobe nurfed. It was.a weakly child, showever. 
it dived igitati;-iordw 1.1340 tus! 2 rw organ - 
. A. woman, who.only two months. ago had: prevailed, 
on her hufband to come and live with the: believers,.didy 
out of the free impulfe of her-heart,; make a confefiom: 
her faith at her baptifm, whieh was the more agreeable 
and credible, as it had neither been required of, ınor- pre= 
meditated, by her, but was accompanied with many tears 
both by herfelf and thofe who heard it. 00 (blade 
| BR 2 en 
_ A lively work of grace was obferved among the cates 
chumens, and when they came 'to beg for reception, ‘or, 
were fpoken. with,.at other times, it-was plainly. to, be, 
felt, nay it,was legible in their eyes, that theyıwere,con- 
cerned about the eflential point, forgivenels, of fin, ‚and, 
life and happinefs in the blood of Jefus. , Our Greenland, 
helpers were of great fervice and: blefling to fuch. people, 
and, when. they: {poke their thoughts.of them, the..bre-, 
thren could not but admire their clear infight- and. accu-, 
rate feeling, which commonly identically coincided with 
the thoughts of the teachers; and alfo their impartial 
teftimony, as they’ did not. fpeak-to-obtain.-the favour of 
any one, {pared.no one, and gave, no’ better. teftimonies, 
of their neareft. friends and relations. than they. did,.of 
ftrangers. 1 Set of Yo shu 8 4 costa ea@nem 
‚ This winter ‚feveral women and. young people were 
found fit to be taken from the catechumens as;candidates. 
for baptifm, and they frequently exprefled their,defire by; 
their tears: but as the heads of their families were not. 
fully refolved to remain with. the’ believers, a reftraint 
was neceflarily. laid upon thefe poor people, till the chiefs, 
had taken a refolution to ftay there; it being an efta- 
blifhed rule, not to fuffer any one who has. been: baptized 
to go and live again among the favages, nor to baptize 
any who are dependent on ethers.in uncertain. hope. — 
For this reafon baptifm:was alfo. refufed to fome. people 
who were ftirred up at Kangek, but were not able to 
prevail upon. their relations to. move to the'believers; yet: 
ere long, various ftrange providences opened a way for — 
many of them to come to the believers, at a time when ~ 
they leaft expected it. Thus one man, who twelve years 


ago 
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ago had fome calls of grace in his heart, which he always 
flighted, was drowned, and afterwards his-widow, who 
had often in vain repeated her requeft for baptifm, could 
now move with her children to live among her believin 
relations without moleftation, and obtain what fhe had 
fo much defiréd to her great joy. Another unbaptized 
man, who was bent upon removing with his family, 
which were not’ far from the kingdom of God, was 
fo terrified in a dream, that he defifted from his inten- 
Men Leriog wy pas, Ä u 
Six pair were joined together in matrimony, among 
whom was Johanan, who had been in Europe, - On this 
occalıon it is obferved, that the important matter of 
marriage was from time to time brought into an order 
more regular, decent, and more: becoming .chriftians, 
and that this "was attended with fewer difficulties than 
formerly could have been imagined, : 

- It had now the appearance as if the Beloved purpofed 
viliting his garden more frequently, and gathering fuch 
of his pleafant fruits as were ripe and ‘fit for the harveft. 
This gathering to eternal life, was on the one hand 
matter of joyous reflexion to the teachers, but in fome 
inftances very painful, as in this manner they had to 
furrender up fome of their beft fellow-labourers. 
“In this year eleven Greenlanders ‘departed happily to 
that eternal abode’ they’ panted for, amongft whom 
were Jonathan and Sophia, two of the mdf ufeful 
helpers. ay 17 
' The firft of them came hither with his wife from the 
fouth 1743, and was then called Kajo. He was bap- 
tized at Chriftmas the fame year, and directly endowed 
with fuch a witnefs-fpirit, that wherever he came, he 
teftified of the mercy fhewn him, and many fouls were 
gained through his teftimony, He was one of the firft 
three that became participants of the facred body and 
_ blood of Jefus in the facrament, O&ober 28,1747, which 
had a moft extraordinary happy effe& on his heart, foul, 
and members. A few days ago he was feized with the 
contagious burning fever and pleurify, which at prefent 
is epidemical inthe Sound, from whence he Was brought 
Vor. IJ. K to 
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to us, He faid dire@tly that he fhould go to his eternal 
home, for which he exprefled an ardent defire. He foonloft 
his hearing and fpeech, but his lovely countenance fhew- 
ed what his heart believed and loved. September the 
16th, his foul had the favour, ** In Jefu’s fide tofly from 
“«. hence,—to its eternal refidence.” At the moment of 
his departure the laft blefling was imparted to him with 
many. tears. He was a very fingular man, an humble; 
finner-like happy heart, enamoured with the wounds of 
Jefus, always courteous and chearful, and the perfon we 
could moft confide inof all our fellow-labourers among 
his nation. He often refrefhed us by his child-like difpo- 
fition, and every thing that he heard or, faw of our Sa-, 
viour or his people, filled him with joy... We bid him a 
final adieu, and wept heartily. But the Lord gave, and 
the Lord hath taken away, blefled be the name of the 
Lord. About two hundred perfons came from other. 
places to his burial, and brought two other fick people 
with them. ‘They walled him up a pretty tomb, for 
they all loved and. refpected him very much, and inward 
pain was vifible in every countenance. Nett.‘ 
Sophia heard the word of atonement the firft time’ at 
Kangek, in the year 1742. Our Saviour direétly opened 
her heart, and fhe was always an attentive hearer. When 
we went to vifit the heathen there, fhe received us 
with joy, and frequently lodged us for a fortnight to=: 
gether. But in a fhort time fhe was obliged te follow 
her hufband, who as yet was not at all of the fame mind 
with her, 200 leagues northwards, and when he returned 
he purpofed going almoft as far fouthwards. However, . 
her repeated entreaties prevailed upon him to remain in — 
this diftriét, and as fhe faw no probability of being able 
to dwell here, the brethren made an exception to the 
general rule, and ventured in the fpring 1744, to bap- | 
"tize her at her place of abode among the heathen at 
Kangek. She adhered inviolably to her unfeen Lord 
and friend amidft all the temptations of the favages, and 
finally was fo fuccefsful through her teftimony and ex- 
emplary walk, that in autumn the fame year fhe brought — 
her huiband and whole family hither. di 1748 fhe be-. 
came .a partaker at the Lord’s table. She loved her na- 
tion tenderly, and was a great benefactrefs to the bon 
ae | Her 
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Her heart was tenderly affected and penetrated by the 
- merits and wounds of Jefus, nor could fhe be filent about - 
the grace and happinefs fhe experienced therein, but 
from time to time delivered her teftimony of the grace in 
the blood of Jefus to upwards of a thouland people, and 
confirmed it by her unblemifhed and chearful life and 
verfation. mys | | | 
Ic WR thefe two blefled fellow-labourers, I will juft 
uch upon a few. other inftances wherein there was 
fomething particular: as, a widow, who on the one fide 
ved an unblameable life, but yet on the other was not fo 
fisuated in her heart, that it could be faid of her with 
certainty, fhe had attained to a true and abiding con- 
nexion with our Saviour, _ ® 
_ On the. other hand a fingle fifter departed this life, 
who formerly was much contemned by the Greenlanders 
on account of her ftupidity, but after her baptifm was 
greatly beloved and refpected by all thofe who knew how 
toeftimate the grace of our Saviour. : . 

The old widow Jael likewife entered into her reft, 
‚after having lived to fee, forty of her pofterity, which is 
fomething rare in Greenland. She herfelf bore feven 
children. She had the pleafure of feeing twenty-three 
grand-children of four of her.children, and ten great- 
grand-children of four grand-children.. Of thefe, two 
children, feven grand-children, and four great-grand- 
children are ftill living, and thefe thirteen perfons are all 
in the congregation. . She lived with her children many 
years in the neighbourhood, but did not come to us till 
the year 1748. Notwithftanding her great age fhe was 
very lively, and declared her ardent defire to be embodied 
in the chriftian church before her departure. And when 
the’ grace of baptifm was conferred upon her at Chriftmas 
1749, it was as if her life was renewed, and fhe fpent the 
aemainder of her days below quite lively andhappy. 

Another was aman who was baptized this year, and 

on after entered into the married ftate, in which he lived 
happily and exemplarily; before his diffolution he cried 
yout feveral times with his arms extended, * Ah what 
 & bleffednefs it is to have a happy heart! now I fhall 
_ & foon be with my Saviour.” : é 
K 2 Daniel 


48 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B.VII, 
~ Daniel was another; before his baptifm he went 
the name of Simek, of whom mention has frequent 
been ‘made in the firft years. In 1739 he lived with 
Samuel Kajarnak among the brethren, but removed to 
Kangek, afterwards to the north, and finally returned to 
remain here in 1743. He was baptized in 1744, after- 
wards became a partaker of the holy communion, ant 
now clofed his quiet and happy walk with our Saviour 
and his people here on earth, as an inftance of the ‘truth — 
of that promife of Jefus: No man fhall pluck them out of my 
band. When he was fick, his wife was fo troubled that 
fhe often fell into a fwoon; when fhe came again to her- 
felf, fhe called out to him: ‘ Daniel, haft thou our 
<< Saviour. with ‚his. bleeding wounds ftill before thy 
« eyes? Thou wilt probably {oon go to him, and we will 
ec follow thee.” | Da 


| § 8. vied Kung 
But the firft grain that was fown in the earth this years 
nay the firft and hitherto only European helper in this 
miffion, was Mrs. Drachart, the wife of the Danifh 
miffienary. Towards the end of laft year fhe was feized 
with a violent burning fever, foon after fhe came to live 
at New-Herrnhut. ‘The firft day of this year fhe was 
deliricus, but it was. of a lovely kind; fhe inceflantly 
“fung verfes of her own compofing, and that in fuch a 
coherent manner, as if fhe had been one of the moft ex- 
cellent poets. ‘Towards night fhe was quite ftill, and in 
a fhort time afterward fell gently and happily afleep in 
the Lord, in the thirty-fixth year of her age. Her corpfe 
was depofited in a walled fepulchre in the burying-ground 
at New-Herrnhut. re aah na er. 
° "This incident, fo unexpected to her hufband Mr. 
Drachart, together with a ficknefs he cafually got laft 
‚year, was probably the motive that induced him to take — 
his leave of the colony and miffion. He had two lovel 
children, whom he could not bear‘ to fee grow up wild — 
among the Greenlanders, but'wanted them to be educated 
in the fchools of the Unity, according to the requeft of — 
their late mother. And as the eldeft ‘miffionary of the — 
-brethren Matthew Stach, was in this year called with hig 
a, Hi. family 
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family from hence *, being propofed as mifionary to th¢ 
Ejquimaux, (for fome circumftances in England at that 
time feemed to open a door for carrying the gofpel among 
them ;) the Danifh miflionary laid hold of this .opportu= 
nity to travel with his old acquaintance to Herrnhut, and 
to deliver his children into the fchools of the Unity, being 
for the reft undetermined whether to return ‘again to his 
miflion, or accept a vocation in his native country. But 
he was fo delighted with Herrnhut, that he could not 
refolve to remove any more from.thence, and upon his 
repeated requeft obtained leave to ftay there, after having. 
made application for, and obtained a very civil difmiffion 
from.the honourable miffions-college. 
„ His memory. is ftill a good odour both among Euro- 
peans and Greenlanders. His fermons, concerning Gods 
and our Saviour the Lord Fefus Chrift, through whofe Atone- 
ment and all-fufficient fatisfaction all poor finners may attain to 
hfe and happine/s, (as the words are in a written teftimony 
fent in concerning him) had fuch an effe@ on the: fer- 
vants of the company and failors, many of whom were 
come hither as very ignorant and wild people, that he 
had always a fociety among them of fuch, who were 
fincerely defirous of their falvation, and whofe life and 
converfation tended greatly to facilitate his office among 
the heathen. He had the happinefs to fee an abiding 
fruit among the Greenlanders, for he‘ calculated matters 
in the beginning fo as to have them together in one place,’ 
and to care for their bodily fuftenance as well as their 
fpiritual welfare. And that his inftruGtions made a laft- : 
ing imprefion on great numbers to their falvation, has 
been confpicuous in many at their departing this life; but 
{uch inftances I will omit, and only recite the following, 
A long time after his leaving the colony, a man bap- 
tized by him was fick, and one of our brethren was 
defired to bleed him. The prefent miflionary, who was 
hot yet mafter of the language, requefted that the-fick 
man might be comforted out of the word of God; .ac- 
cordingly the brother afked him how he felt his heart 
difpofed? He anfwered with parrhefy ; “* I meditate on 


| * His coufin Thomas Stach, and Chriftian Bernike, who came hither 
five years ago, the firft as fchool-mafter to the European children, and the 
latter to afüft in oeconomical affairs, went along with him and took theis 
families alfo to Europe, 
Som |. ihr ia ** oug 
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& our Saviour who died for me, and I kifs the. wounds 
€ in his hands and feet. I call frequently to mind, nor 
< can I forget, what Iheard when Pelfingoak* was 
“© here, and baptized me.” Upon being afked farther: 
whether he could’ depart this life in firm reliance on our 
Saviour? he anfwered: ** O yes, for he hath purchafed 
< me with his precious blood,” &c. All prefent were 
affected at thefe declarations. 

The laft twelve years have fhewn to every one’s joy 
and edification, that miffionaries of two different confti- 
tutions, but of the fame foundation of faith, need not 
let their paffionate zeal drive them afunder, but if both - 
fides take wifdom for their guide, they may conduct 
their miffions in harmony, gather fouls for one common 
Lord, and preferve them in him, without the one’s 
labour being any detriment to the other. Both parties 
adopted the Auguftan Confeffion, and acknowledged eaeh 
other in that refpe&t; they had one Lord, one faith, one 
baptifm; they inculcated in both churches the chief and 
fundamental article of the proteftant religion, viz. juf- 
tification before God by free grace through faith in the 
all-fuficient merits of our Lord. They honoured each 
other as fathers, and loved each other as brethren. 
They aflifted each other with counfel and deed, particu- 
larly in leading the awakened fouls to Jefus, and no 
jarring of opinions was ever obferved among them or their 
people. Things being thus conduéted, what fource could: 
there be for fchifm among the believers, or calumny 
among the unbelievers? | 4 

The Danifh miffionary all the while preceeded in 
preaching, teaching and baptizing, aceording to the 
prefcribed rules of his church; and'the brethren accord- 
ing to the regulations in their congregation; which they 
however looked upon as fo far from being neceffary in 


another conftitution, or even feafible-or beneficial, that 


they faithfully advifed the Danifh miffionary, not to 
-adopt the leaft article thereof which was not confiftent 
with the rules of his church; and that not fo much from — 
apprehenfions of his being called to an account for fo 


doing, but principally, that nothing might be introduced — 


? 


? 
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*. The little minitter.: So the Greenlanders call Mr, Drachart, to dix 
iau taal 


Ainguifh him from another miflionary who was taller, 
| among 
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among the Greenlanders which fooner or later might 
caufe diffenfions among them. N ys 

I ftill remember with what pleafure the late Ordinary 
of the Brethren read, in the yearly accounts from Green- 
land, the report of this famenefs of principle and unani- 
mity in labour between thefe two miflions, how he 
extolled it and recommended it as worthy of imitation, 
and how earneftly he exhorted our brethren to continue 
in this courfe. This he alfo teftified publicly. In his 
annotations on Dr. Weifliman’s ecclefiaftical hiftory he 
fays*: “© The internal harmony between the brethren 
““ and the Lutherans there, is one of the greateft beauties 
*© in Davis’s Straits.” | 


Thus much I thought neesiful to remark, in order to 
elucidate the exemplary courfe obferved in profecuting 
harmonioufly the converfion of the heathen; and will 
now conclude this thir dperiod with the enfuing departure, 
for the prefent, of our and the Danifh miffionary from 
their refpective blooming miffions, in which the former 
had been engaged eighteen and the latter twelve years ; 
which I will infert in the identical words of the diary at 

the clofe of the year: ““ We thank our dear Lord, that 
** he hath called, enlightned and collected this congre- 
** gation alfo from among the favages by his Spirit 
“** through the gofpel, who hath kept them hitherto, 
* through Jefus Chrift, in the true and only faith. If 
*€ there had been no more than two or three, who in 
*“ truth and reality had. gathered themfelves together 
“ around Jefus, it would ftill have been a congregation, 
** according to our Saviour’s own words, and we fhould 
“* have efteemed this a fufficient reward for our eighteen 
** years toil and trouble, though the wifh and {cope of 
° our labour is to fave many thoufand trophies of his 
® crofs. But when, at reviewing the church-book, we 
* can reckon upwards of three hundred + fouls who 
* have been bound up in the bundle of life, more than 
* forty of whom are already taken to. the marriage of 
* the Lamb above, and a hundred are hungry and thirfty 
' * See Natural Reflexions, p. 384. 
t At moving intothe winter-houfes the number of inhabitants was 
three hundred and fifty, forty of whom came this {ummer from among the 
favages, 
K 4 © guefts 
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sc guefts at the Lord’s-table here ; then we cannot rican 
“© crying out: i) 
** Bleeding Reconciler, - 
<6 Mankind’s life and healer! 
« Tf times numberlefs © 
« We thy feet embraced, 
“6 Wept them wet and kiffed - 
« For th’ electing grace, 
* Still we nought thereby had En 
« Take this fmart’s-reward, and gather 
« Thoufand hearts yet Moni x 


BOOK VIII. 


The fourth Period of the Brethren’s Million, or ; 


the fecond Vifitation in 1752, to the erecting of > 


the fecond Miffion in 1758. 


THE TWENTIETH YEAR 1752. 


y § I. 
HUS a confiderable flock of Ce were 
| gathered to Jefus Chrift by the preaching of the 
gofpel, were moulded into a congregation by the, 
Holy Ghoft, and brought into fuch order inwardly and 
outwardly, that amidft all defects and infirmities, they, 
might in truth be called a living, blooming, fruitful 


plant of the heavenly Father’s planting ; there were alfo 4 


good hopes that the Lord would further continue his 
benediGtion, to the right undtion and watering thereof., 
On this account it was thought proper, at a fynod of the 
brethren at Barby in Saxony, An. 1750, to depute one 


of the fervants of the church on a vilitation there, who ~ 


might confirm their regulations, or if needful, amend 
them according to the model of the other congregations 
and miffions ; but particularly to examine, whether per- 
haps fome bancful blaft had wafted hither too any of the 

noxious 


/ 


nr ie 
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noxious feeds of thofe fiftings and irregularities, which: 
had broke-in in feveral congregations for fome years paft,. 
but were now happily eradicated. This: could not be 
effeCtually done by written admonitions and refutations, 
but by the perfonal interpofition of fome. ‚refpeltable. 
labourer, who had univerfally remained faithful, and was 
invefted with fpirit and power *, | 3 
Our reverend brother Auguftus Gottlieb Spangenberg. 
made a tender of his fervice for this bufinefs. He was 
lately come to the fynod from his poft of many years 
duration in America, and had acquired great. experience 
by carrying on the direction and vifitation of the congre- 
gations of negroes and Indians there. But when he was 
making ready for his journey, his wife fell fick, and’ 
clofed her faithful and bleffed fervice at Herrnhut in the 
{pring 1751. By this, his departure was delayed till it 
was too late, and therefore foon after he returned to his 
poft in America. 
But the bifhop Johannes or -Fohn de Watteville being come 

back in 1750 from a vifitation-in N orth-America and the 
- Welt-Indies, where he had regulated upon a better footing 
both the Indian and negro-congregations; he, with the 
confent of his confort the countefs Benj gna de Zinzendorf 
and her parents, undertook in this year 1752, the Vifita- 
tion of our congregation in Greenland, and -defired for 
his companion the miffionary Matthew Stach, who 
was then in the Ordinary’s houfe at Weftminfter. - This 
brother had hitherto fued in vain to the Hudfon’s- 
company for leave to preach the gofpel to the Amer 
Indians belonging to their factories, 
waiting to fee what would come 
which fome merchants, belonging 
in England, intended to fet on foot 
in Terra Labrador, with the previous knowledge of the 
Board of trade and plantations. - But as this undertaking’ 
was deferred ftill longer by reafon of feveral intervening 
difficulties, he accepted with Joy an intermediate yifit to 
his old beloved Greenland, and haftned to Barby, where 
he expected to have found bifhop Johannes: " But he 


* But here I muft premife, that a 
our Saviour had prefided over the Green] 
congregations, fo that little or nothin 
among them, 


Bay 
ican 
and now was eagerly 
out of the commerce 
to the united brethren’ _ 
among the Efquimaux 


particular grace and prefervation of 
anders, as well as the other heathen’ 
g of this delufive {pirit was found 


being 
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being already gone from thence, he ventured to make 
all fpeed after him by way of Stettin, and was fo fortu- 


nate as to crofs the Baltic in as many hours as he had 


been days the preceding autumn, and found the Green- 


land fhip juft ready to fail. 


§ 2. | 
They fet fail April 28 on board the Brigitta, captain 


Lars Peterfen. In the fame fhip went Mr. Bruun, his 


wife and her fifter, he being appointed miffionary at 
Goodhepe in Mr. Drachart’s place. I will beg leave to 


introduce once a fea-diary, and the whole procefs of the’ 


Vifitation, in bifhop Johannes’s owti words, from a rela- 
tion fent td his father-in-law; it fhall be as concife as 
_ poffible, and I flatter myfelf it will be agreeable to 
many. He writes as follows: : 

«“ May 1, a large fleet of fhips ran out from Helfingeer 


«€ with us; we counted 64. Our veflel out-ran many,: 


<< and failed by them. We fteered along the Swedifh. 


«e coaft, and on the 2d were neat Shagen in Jutland, 
<< and fo we pafled out of the Cattegat into the north- 
«<< fea, We faw great fhoals- of herrings, which heaped 


sc themfelves in-the fea like little waves. ‘The 4th we © 


<< faw the*coaft of Norway, and paffed Lindefnefs. 
<< The 6th we loft fight of Norway, and the gth paffed 
<< Fairhill ifland near Shetland, and of courfe entered 
sc the weft fea. At noon we faw the ifland Fulce. 
<< Thefe three laft days we had a fine eaft wind, with 


<< which we advanced at leaft 200 leagues. The 14th 
« we had a pretty hard ftorm, and were obliged to lie 


« by 24 hours. The text for to-day made a great 


<< jmpreflion upon us, Ads xxvii.23. There food'by me 


<< this night the angel of the Lard, whofe T am and whom F 
« ferve. The 18th we paffed the place where ‘the 
« funken land of Bufs lies. There is always a very 
« hollow reftlefs fea here, arid commonly a fog, therefore 


é the feamen dread ftormy. weather moft in this place. 


« The arft being Whitfuriday, we had a hard ftorm 
« from the north-eaft, which continued all the three 
<< holidays with only a few hours intermiflion now and 


“ then; however, it did not hinder but haften use 


é According to our reckoning we were not far from 
Br: « Staten- 
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‘© Statenhook. The 23d we overtook the two fhips 
“ bound ‘for Difko-Bay, which failed 8 days before 
“ us, and we fpoke with them. In the night we were 
<¢ obliged to lie by again. The 24th we pafled Cape 
*# Farewell, and entered Davis’s-Straits. 

"*< May 25 we faw the firft ice, and failed between fome 
“ pieces, ‘The 27th the favourable wind we had had 
* hitherto, turned againft us, or wasivery flack. We 
S tacked backward and forward, and had fuch a fog 
“ till the ıft of June that we could often fcarce fee the 
“ length of the fhip before us. When the mift dif- 
‘* perfed, we faw a great ifland of ice near us, and 
““ were obliged to turn the fhip about. The 2d we got 
6 the moft favourable fouth-wind, but could make 
** but little ufe of it, for the 3d in the morning we were 
“ fo impounded with ice, that we faw no opening nor 
* end of it towards eaft, weft nor north; the water 
“* being open no where but towards the fouth. The 4th 
“* we were clofed in with ice on all | fides, and plyed 
“ round in it till noon. Among the reft,; we came near 
*€ to oné mountain of ice that pretty much refembled in 
“ form and fize the ifland Hween between Seeland and 
“© Shonen. At length we faw open water again towards- 
“¢ fouth-weft. “The captain made a bold attempt and 
“ failed happily through the fields of iee, and then kept 
" Er the tack with contrary wind, mift, and fnow 
“ till the rıth, trying all the while to keep clear of the 
“ ice, which at firft lay only on the north-eaft of us, 
- “ but afterwards alfo on the W. and $S. W. and 
“ ftraitened us more and more. At laft we perceived 
** towards the S. E. an opening between two great fields 
“of ice; we failed into it, and attempted to pafs 
“through. From 4 in the afternoon till 10 at night 
we failed between thefe great icy iflands, and many 
“ thoufand fmaller pieces, and by the aid of the holy 
“angels we worked our way at laft through a very 
“ narrow paflage into more room; yet we failed the 
“ whole night and till the next afternoon between fmaller 
« fields or flakes. It is certainly a very kind providence 
* of God, that there is fearce any night about this time 
§* in thefe ftraits, va 

3 aN <¢ June 
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sc 


“ June 12, in the morning! we faw the firft land, and 
about nine‘o’clock we could fee the tops of the moun- 
tains clad im fnow, but.we were ftill above twenty-four 
leagues..off, . About:ten o’clock a curious phenome- 


non prefented itfelf in the heavens, viz. three parhelions 


or mock-funs, and at the fame time fix circles’ be- 
tween, near, and around. them. . None of the navi+ 
gators had feen any, thing like it before: ‘Wehad a 
gentle weit-wind, and afterwards a brifk fouth-wind: 


As we were. now got too far north, we were obliged — 


to tack about on’ the 13th in the morning., About 


eight .o’clock: we made for the land again. The cur- _ 


rent befriended. us, fo that we reached the outermoft 


iflands by, ten o’clock. ‘There the firft favage came to . 


us, and then two Greenland brethren, but the wind 
was fo firong that they could not get on board... It 
appeared very curious to me, when I faw the Green~ 
landers {wimming about, the fea in. their kajaks, like 
ducks, in the’ midft of fuch high waves and hard 
winds, sand withal fo {wift, that they always kept be-- 
fore the fhip, though they were often half under 


water. “Then we failed between Kangek. and the. 
Kookcernen, through the north-paflage into Ball’s- 
River. » Theincreafing wind, which at laft. grew, to a 


little ftorm, obliged us to take in one fail, after the 
other, and yet.the fhip, with, one half-fail fpread, 


flew by one ifland after another, like an arrow... When 


I got the firft fight of our dear New-Herrnhut, my: 
heart grew exceeding foft and the tears gufhed ,intomy 
eyes. J had a particular impreflion of our to-day’s 


texts; the watch-word was: Upon . Mount Zion. fhall be 


deliverance, and there fhall be boline/s, (in the German, @ 
fanéiuary.) Obad. ver. 17. ““ This alfo is one of the 
mounts, of the Lord.” And the word of our Saviour 
was Matt. xxi. Asa hen gathereth her chickens. under ber 
wings. This was juft according to our wifh at our ar~ 


rival among thefe. bare and barren mountains. The _ 
firft {cripture-paflage which had occurred to the bre= _ 


thren there on new-year’s day, (not having yet receiv~ 
ed the proper annual book) was Ifa. lvi. 8. The Lord 


Ged which gathereth the out-cafls of Ifragl, faith Yet. will 
4 [23 
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« T'gatheriotbers to him, befides thofe that are: gathered unto 
«© bim*, “About one o'clock in the afternoon we came 
<¢ into the haven with a hard wind and rain. Scarce had 
& we dropped anchor, ‘before our brother Beck: came on 
« hoard; the reft not being at home.» L:was juft going 
& up'the fteps, not’ knowing that any of the; brethren 
“were come, as he came ‘down, and thus he,ran into 
“my arms, and embraced him beforeshe knew who. I 
sstiwas, but when he looked at me, he was quite, tranf- 
© ported with joy, and began to weep likerä child. : This 
“ füdden commotion of joy had fuch an effect upon him, 
ee that he loft his ague direatly, from: a fit of which. he 
« was then juft rifen. In the mean time the fhip was 
‘moored with a cable to great iron-rings driven.into.the 
© rocks and the ftorm rofe to fuch a degree that we were 
‘obliged to be drawncafhore in a-boat with a rope: 
& Thus we fet foot on Greenland-ground ;in the name of 
$6 Jefuss and walkeda mile to New-Herrnhut.” 


ir 3 ; ; de a an 

Rg vadı, ~§.3- a nw} Ä 
Now‘ before I. relate his labour among; the. Green- . 
landers, it will be neceflary:to give fome ;account of the 
ftate of things this winter. It was one of thé moft dread- 
ful wintersthat ever was known. ‘The cold:was, perfect- 
jy’horrible,; and) held from February:till towards Eafter 
with iJittle: intermiffion, fo: that the-inlets‘ were frozen 
overiand blocked up with ice to fuch ä,degree, that.often- 
times‘not a 'kajak could ftir in the water; and not only 
fo, but the weather was fo unfettled and ‘attended with 
fuch ‘frequent ftorms, {now and_ rain, that;;.the, Green- 
landers could feldom go abroad, and whemthey did, were 
not {ure of their lives one.day, and came, home with their 
hands and faces frozen, but feldom, with,one fingle bird, — 
Yet amidft all this danger, only one-young Greenlander 
was carried away by: the impetuofity of ,the, waves in a 
- monftrous tempeft, and found again three months after in 
his kajak half devoured by the ravens and foxes, ... Jan, 8. 


_.* The brethren did not receive the annual book for this year till this 
fhip arrived. When they opened it amidft the joy atcJohannes’s arrival, 
they caft their eye upon thofe words; Bleed be God, who hath fent his 
angel, and delivered his fervants, Dan. iii. 28, “* Thofe who for his fake 
ff their life did venture, in the holy war.” ‘ 
there 
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there was another fuch -hurricane accompanied. with 
lightening, and the brethren’s dwelling-houfe and chapel 
was very near being thrown downs it tottered and cracks 
ed like’ a fhip°iri a tempeft. .iA-few days before, the 
waves had fhattered theit new ahd largeft boat in fuch a 
violent ftorm as none of them had ever feen, although it 
was drawn upon land and tied to a poft ;.they and the 
Greenlanders ventured fo far in to fave it, that the waves 
went over their heads, and aftetwards they had. fome 
weeks work inca fill greater cold to repair it... booq » 
And yet this was not their teateft:diftrefs, , A. moft 
Shocking cold followed, which ‘brought the poor! Green» 
landers into a great dearth’ and danger of perifhing, by 
hunger and cold, and in other places many favages.adtual= 
ly died. Our brethren conftantly: let one company of 
Greenlanders after another come by turns into) their 
rooms to warm themfelves throughly, : though they would 
have liked better:to have had train to give them alfo for 
burning. However they diftributed dried capelins among 
the poor families, and when they were fpent, they gave 
them their ftook” of ‚peafe. | They: alfo exhorted) the | 
wealthy ‘Greenlanders not to fhut up their hearts agäinft 
their poor diftrefled ‘brethren and filters, but to impart 
what they had to then as long as they had-any thing deft, 
without taking ‘thought for the morrow... 'Thisuneite+ - 
ment had fuch a good effect, at leaft among the commu- 
nicants, that it needed no repetition. Now and thenthe 
inen brought home’a couple of birds, and ttowards:Eaf- 
ter a feal, and the women and children caught, though 
rarely, a couple’ of: little fifhes under the 1ce;-and by 
thefe means‘ they kept themfelves from ftarving till the 
beginning of March, when there was fo much opening 
in the watef that fome of them could make their way to 
the iflands. But moft of them came back foon, becauf 
there was lefs to be done there than here becaufe: of ‘the 
bad weather; but the return of the reft was cut off, part- 
ly by the cold thatbroke in again, and by theice, which 
ftretched itfelf within and without the land as far as the _ 
eye could: fee, and partly by a ftorm, which. fhattered 
moft'of their boats to pieces. However at laft they were — 
ferched back, =~ | | en one 
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In fuch rigorous circumftances the ufual meetin 

could feldom be kept in their order, for either the fu« 
rious weather imprifoned them all in their houfes, or the 
fait weather {which was a great rarity) enticed them all 
to fea. But few as the opportunities for mutual edifica- 
tion were, yet no diminution was perceived in the pro- 
grefs of the inner man in that:grace which exerted itfelf 
powerfully every where and in all circumftances. It 
was juft as our Saviour faid, Mark iv. 26, &c. “ So is 
“ the kingdom of God, as if a man fhould caft feed into 
€ the ground, and fhould fleep and rife night and day, 
* and.the feed fhould fpring and grow up, he knoweth 
** not how,” becaufe it fell»on good ground, where the 
word was heard, underftood, cherifhed in a good heart, 
and mixed with faith . 9 «© | 


84 | 
In the mean time, forbidding. as the weather was, 
their vifits to the heathen were not quite omitted. In 
January they vifited at Kangek. There were always 
fome that heard the word with attention, and gave their 
aflent to’ it, though but few had fuch hearts and ears as 
our Lord requires for the reception of his do&trine. 
It was obferved, that when the brethren ufed this ex- 
preflion: “‘ He hath redeemed 4s,” they commonly took 
it, as if Chrift died only for us Europeans; therefore 
they were obliged carefully to fubftitute for you; but (as 
the Lutheran catechifm fays) this alfo requires believing 
hearts, An old grey-headed man bemoaned himfelf, 
that he was paft learning fuch things; but he was told, 
that he need not fyftematically learn, but only believe 
them ; for his going to our Saviour as a loft man, juft as he 
felt himfelf, and his afking him for abfolution from fin and 
the fulnefs of grace, did not require a retentive memory, 
- nor that he fhould torture his brains with intenfe re= 
fleCtion, no, nothing was requifite but the cries of un- 
affected diftrefs, and an upright mind to be fet free. 
One brother writes thus: “On Sunday I had firft 
Ha ores converfation with our Greenlanders, ‘after- 
** wards fome of the favages came to the preaching, 
** which treated of the happinefs a perfon can enjoy here 
*© below, if he believes in our Saviour and loves him 
| “< above 
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above all things. “Then I afked fome men who had 


been long convinced and ftirred’ up, what it was that 
hindered them from furrendering themfelves up to our — 
Saviour; who had fpent fo much upon them? For 


a good while they evaded coming to the point, but at 
Jaft they made a confeflion to this effect, that they, 
like other men, let themfelves be fooled and infatuated 
with pleafure, pride and avarice, or deterred by the fear 
of fhame; or the cares of a. livelihood, fo that the word 


‚fharedithe fate of the feed that was choaked among 


thorns.’ I told them, that if they would but love our 
Saviour above all things, ‘who had purchafed them 
at fo dear arate, the efficacy of his. blood would foon 
evidence itfelf fo effectually on their hearts, that they 
would be able joyfully to bid adieu to luft, pride and 
covetoufnefs, becaufe therefore our Lord was cruci- 
fied. for ah . 

“ The 24th of Jan. we vifited in five houfes further 
north. In‘ one houfe my heart was quite warm and 
my mouth quite open, becaufe fome defirous fouls 


were there.: But in another houfe they were perfectly 


infenfible, and though they underftood what I faid, 
yet they made as if they had no ears; they were poor 
deplorable creatures outwardly and inwardly. ~ 
«© The 25th, we vifited in fix other houfes, and had 
an opportunity to pourtray before the heathen their 
Creator and Redeemer in his crofs’s attitude. “Moft 
of them that came hither laft year from Statenhook, 


were more defirous of bread and needles, ‘than of the 
word of our Saviour. I told one of them, ‘that I 


wifhed he had a hunger for the imperifhable food ; 


he entered into, a dialogue with me about it, and it — 


was’ very near turning out with him as it did with 


the Samaritan woman at the well. Some old Kan- 
: germers, who have made too light of the thing cok 


call believing, defired to hear fomething of God. I 
told them, they knew already, that God had made all 


+ things, but now I would tell them fomething „more, 


viz. that the Saviour of all men had fhed his blood 
for them alfo, and if they did not experience this in 
their hearts to cleanfe them from fin, all their feigned 
believing would be of no fervice to them.» Some — 
wondered 
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<< wondered, others faid in their old cold-hearted way: 
“ we believe fufhciently.” : We fpent the night with 
“© Anna’s brother; he is now the only one of the late 
~ << Samuel’s relations that does nat live with us 3 and it is 
st, probable he will not be able to reft much longer among 
« 5 ‚wild natives, for every creature amolt in that 
* houfe is convinced, and even when they would fall afleep, 
*« they are. continually roufed again by the frequent ex« 
** citations of our Greenlanders, who always call upon. 
“ them when they go by. As it threatened to be bad. 
“€ ‘weather again,: we. haftened home the 26th, and had 
“the pleafure of bringing with us a couple of fouls more, 
* who had a_defire of living with. us, and learning to 
“ know our Saviour.” w u Ä ‘a 
At another vifit made in April, chiefly for the fake of 
the baptized, who fojourned at Kangek to procure food, 
they found but few favages left, moft of them being 
driven by hunger further fouth; but they found ftill 
fewer whofe hearts and ears were unélofed. An unbap- 
tized woman, who had lived once before with the bre- 
thren, got leave to move to her teachers at the removal 
of her friends to the fouth, and. fome of thofe were 
touched too. Before they went, the brethren bought their 
old houfe of them, to fupply their want of fireing with 
its wood-work. nähe. Fr 
_ At.a third vifit in Kookcernen, they fpied the fhip, 
but durft not venture from the. iflands becaufe the wind 
was too ftrong, neither did they get home till the day 
after Johannes’s arrival *. Now we fhall follow the 
thread of the diary. mer | i 
aw ..$5 ‘ 
+‘, Bilhop Johannes continues: “The firft thing was, 
“ to hear from,our brethren the ftate of things amon 
“* the Greenlanders fince the laft fhip failed. Then I 
“ and Matthew Stach vifited all our. Greenlanders in 


' * They difpatched Nathanael the Greenlanderin his kajak to the fhip, 
‘to fee who was come in her. His report was, that he faw Matheferfoale 
4i. e. the tall Matthew, by way of diftin€tion. from another of the fame 
name) and fomebody elfe with him, who looked very loving, As they 
were going home, Nathanael met them again, and fhouted to them with 
joy: Fobannes Affirfok tikerarpafe, “ Johannes the loving, is come to fee 
you.” Since. that time the Greenlanders have diftingsifhed him by this 
epithet from others of the fathe name. 


Vou. Hi, 5, “ their 
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‘ Yooih tö-day and the following däys, and knew no 
"how to expreis fufficitntly their joy at our arri- — 


he number of the Greenlanders prefent was about 


* at their ufual {ummer-p | Ww 
my heart felt, at the fight of a congregation of Jefus 


their tents, and they yifited ine very much in iny 
23 


ta © Ä 


ae by lin tals Amer 4 : ae Pas eee a) eee ere ee 
e In the eveiing I Rept the ufual meeting. I fpoke 


in German, and one of the brethren tranflated one fen- 


serdar wars eam 6 cots: Praia seo ae AR 
© tence after the other into Greenlandifh, and we Con- 
“tinued this method the whole time of my abode here. 


166, the reit were either'not returned from é Cape- 
lin fhery, or were abroad in the Sound and fländs 
laces, I canhot exprefs how 


gathered out of this nation; ‚and many 4 tear was 


€ ‘preffed out by, my tendernefs towards them. At the 
“fame time I faw, that no one can form 4 complete idea 


: of the Greenlanders by feeing a few of them out of 
their own land, where they are not at all in theit 


right element. ‘They feem to refemble very much the 


and cannot well have come to. Greenland from an 
other quarter but the coafts of North-America. Thei 
fature, genius, and manner of life differs indeed & 
good deal from the Iroquois in Canada, and they have 


& North-American Indians, they are of the fame aah 


‚probably a nearer fimilarity with the Hudfon’s-Bay 


Indians. Our Greenlanders are a mixture of phleg- 
matic and fanguine, but the Iroquois are a -compo- 
fition of melancholy and choler. The latter are alfo 
more prave, and not fo childifh and trifling as moft 
of the Greenlanders ; though it is ¢ertain there are 
fome truly folid, manly, fteady people among them. 

« In the evening we Germans ftäyed & good while 
together, and then I read through the N of this 


“© year, to make myfelf rightly acquainted with ‘the 


courfe of the Greenland congregation. 


6 June 14, I kept the morning-meeting on the words : 


I am come to fend fire on the earth, &c. Afterwards Itook — 
a view of the country round New-Herrnhut, Noone — 
would expeét to find fuch a pleafant place in füch an 


- 


cunpleafant land. The country confifts entirely of bald 


rocks, thinly interfperfed with {pots and veins of earth, 


‘or rather fand. But our houfe, area, garden, &c. 


s look 


| #* 
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‘© look very regular and decent, and all the adjacent land 
* round about the place, where once not a blade of grafs 
‘“ grew in the fänd, is. now Enrobed with the moft 
“ bedutiful foliage, fo that New-Herrnhut may be 
** called & garden of the Lord in a moft frightful wil. 
 derhefs*.. 5 

| © While we were thus. taking a furvey of the coun« 
‘© try, our brethren Boehnifh, Soérenfen and Ballenhorft 
* came failing home from the Kookattnen. But believe 
“ me, youewill fearce be able to imagine’ what joy we 
“* felts abd what tears we dropped, at the fight of each 
* other. Many Gteenlanders came home too, and I 
** kept them another difcourfe on the yefterday’s word. 
‘€ After all we Had a ferious converlation about the 
° courfe of this congregation, ‘which was the bafis of all 
** our enfuing conferences, and had a blefled and durable 
“© effect. 

“The rgthof June, we had rain all day. I begun 
** to employ my fpare hours, as I had done at St. 
* ‘Fhomas’s, in bringing the church-regifter into otder, 
— * out of the catalogues of thofe who were baptized, bes 
“ come communicants, married, and departed this lifes 
* and I added a: fhort fketch of the courfe of life and 
** character of every one that was fallen afleep. It was 
‘© a pleafant work to me, At the fame time I read 
“ through all the diaries from the beginning, in order 
“ to obtain a connected view of what has been done 
*“ in this miffion. Mean while I was feldom half an 
** hour without being vifited by the Greenlanders, wha 
“ often truly refrefhed me by their friendly mien and 
*“ manner, though I could not underftand their words: 
“© I kept the meeting of the Greenlanders as I mentioned 
‘* before; and we had a conference which lafted til] one 
* o’clock at night. | 
_ ** The 16th, I went on board the fhip; after that, I 
*“ vifited the Miffionary and the factor with rhuch plea- 
* fure, and faw the regulations at the colony, and the 
“© Greenlanders there. In the afternoon we {pied a fhip 
** near the iflands, and foon after a Greenlander brought 
«* a letter to the brethren from captain Jacob Benzeni, 
«‘- requefting them to cometo his afliftance. They went 
OR Treferve the more ample defcription of this place for the lat book. 

L2 ** out 
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‘© out to him direétly with their boat and fome women’s- 
“* boats and kajaks,- and the r7th they towed the fhip 
«© into the harbour. They: were all wet with rain. 
“ The fhip failed a fortnight before us from Copen- 
“< hagen, and. fhould have gone to Frederic’s-hope the 
« fouth-colony, but fhe loft her boat and fuftained other 
«© damage in two’ ftorms, the’firft at the funken land - 
$< of Bufs,-and the laft on Whitfunday near Staten- 
& hook, which laftftorm we had _a°tafte of too. ‘Their 
© kitchen and pump, nay every thing upon deck, was 
© wafhed' away by the waves, fo that they did not pre- 
& ferve fo much’ as“ a2bucket: to draw water. . At daft 
. £ they. were obliged to run inhere‘to procure affiftance. 
“€ Some. of: our Greenlanders: brought :the :fhip to. an 
*© anchoring-place ‘near ‘Kangek, ‘for: which and‘ other 
si feryices the captain fhewed ‘his gratitude ‚very ‘gene- 
“© roufly. “4 Ne juan? 
ov June 18, the Sunday-meetings were in the. order 
« they always ufed to be. In the forenoon I kept the 
‘© choir-meetings;-and could exprefs my heart and mind ~ 
© to every choir plainly and fully: In the afternoon the 
“ fermon was on Ifa. liii. Surely be bath borne our griefs, 
«& &c, Some of the fhip’s’ crew were alfo among the 
«© hearers. In the evening. was the Liturgy of all.the 
“© baptized Greenlanders, in which the litany’ was pray- 
«© ed.. A peculiar’ grace refts upon this meeting, and it 
“has fomething’ divine’ which. very "particularly dif 
se tinguifhes it. It is a refpectable fight to fee: the 
«< Greenland congregation in their devotion and fuppli- 
“€ cation, and'this opportunity is fo important to them, 
‘© that it is principally for the fake of it that they. come 
‘© on Sundays from: places of fix or ten leagues diftance, 
« and mutt often fet off again in-the night. \ At the con- 
« clufion, I prayed with them on our knees with many 
& tears, When the words that clofe the Litany, viz. 
«© Over all; bleft Lord,” &c.: are fung choir-wife, it 
« founds very beautiful and grand: in Greenlandifh, and 
“€ the Greenlanders, efpecially the fifters, fing better 
‘se than one would imagine. After the liturgy, notice was 
‘* given that the communicants would do well to be at 
“© home.in good’ time this. week, becaufe they would: al} 
pas ve | | ms aterm ala “¢ be 
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“© The 2oth, three brethren went to 
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be fpoken with before the approaching communion 
Oh how pleafed did they look at ee this ! 

angek to fetch 
wood, which they had bought there. ‘The reft of us 


vifited fome ftrange Greenlanders, and {poke largely 


with them of our Saviour. They had pitched their 
tents about a thoufand paces from our houfe, which 
pleafed me, becaufe by this means they ‘give us lefs 
difturbance than might be expected from fuch wild 


° people. Kae felt juft as it did’ at the vifit of the 


Indians in Nefkopeko on the Sufquehannah. 


“ The 2ıft, many Greenlanders came home. I made 


a beginning of fpeaking with them. “My heart was 
quite alive in it. With refpect to ‘their connexion 
with our Saviour, they exprefled themfelves with a 
true feeling of their hearts; and in the point of the 
Lord’s-fupper, with more plainnefs and reality than I 
expected. Ba EHE | 
«The 22d, I faw how the boys exercife in their 
kajaks, how they overfet in various ways, rife again 
af themfelves, go under the water and up again in the 
midft of their rowing, and perform other evolutions 
that are really furprizing. Our brethren train up all 
their young people from their youth to manage their 
kajak, and to learn tHofe exercifes as completely as 
poffible ; for thofe who do not learn them in their 
youth, never acquire them afterwards, or at leaft with 
great difficulty, Another thing that no lefs pleafed 
me was, that they wean their people more and more 
from the rein-deer hunt, and encourage them in feal- 
catching, which has good confequences many ways. 


Our Matthew and Johanan, who were in Europe, 


are good earners, are both now married, adapt them- 
felves very well again to the Greenland way of living, 
and are inwardly in a happy track. It is agreeably to 
be feen on many occafions, that they have vifited other 
congregations, and have profited by it, 

« ‘To-day nine women’s-boats of our Greenlanders 
came home; in fome boats there were ten or twelve 
people. It was quite delightful to fee how they came 


rowing along, and rejoicing to be with their teachers 


again. In the meeting of the communicants, one 
4 a 2 “who 
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* who had been excluded for fome time, was abfelved 
«© and re-admitted, at which he fhed many tears. 
““ The 23d, twenty brethren and fifters who were 
* newly propofed as candidates for the Lord’s-fupper; 
<< were fpoken with apart, and then I kept them. all 
* together a difcourfe on the unfpeakable favour our 
s¢ Saviour had intended for them in the facrament of his 
* body and blood. Their eyes could not long with- 
“ hold from tears) We ‘alfo fpoke with thofe that _ 
“‘ were propofed as candidates for baptifm and re- 
§¢ ception,'..'; Raina N 
“ The 24th, being the fealt of ohn the Baptifl, was a 
« happy day for New-Herrnhut, on which the Lamb of 
“© God walked very gracioufly and glorioufly in his con- 
<< gregation. After the ufual morning-devotion, was — 
“© the firft meeting for the Greenlanders at half hour 
“¢ after nine; there were above three hundred prefent. 
«¢ After an extenfive baptifmal difcourfe, the candidates 
“ anfwered the queftions afked them with a melted: be- 
“ lieving heart. ‘Then I and Matthew Stach laid our 
<< hands on three men, and claimed their fouls from. all 
« demand of Satan and the powers of darknefs for ‚our 
° Saviour, to be the eternal reward of his travail. Then 
«* I performed the baptifmal rite in the name of the holy 
“Trinity ; and they and all prefent felt how powerfully 
the three that bear witnefs on earth, the Spirit, the 
** water, and the blood, evinced themfelves in this mo- | 
«© ment. The reft of the labourers imparted alfo their 
‘© blefing to them by impofition of hands and the kifs _ 
“ of peace.. Direftly after, a Greenland woman was 
“« baptized in the fame order. Their names are, Jgnatius, 
se John, Solomon, and Elizabeth. Lee: 
“ T will on this occafion infert the Greenland bap- 
° tifmal formulary: Kazaukit Atatab Niarnablo Anner- 
«© nerublo Ajunginnerum Akkanut, Fefub Tokkounut. i. ©. 
« J baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
“ Son, and of the Holy Ghoft, into Jefus’s death. F 
«© Before and after dinner I vifited in all the tents, — 
s* which were this time near forty in number; then a 
“ few were fpoken with, who arrived fince yefterday — 
«evening. In the afternoon I preached, and brother — 
“ John. Beck tranflated fentence by fentence. I told — 
; | “them 


a a ee - 


~~ 
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« them the hiftory of John the Baptift, efpecially how he 
« pointed to the Lamb of God who taketh away the fin 
“of the world, At the conclufion three catechumens 
‘«¢ were received among the candidates with the kifs of 
© peace, and recommended in pays: to be effectually 
“€ prepared for holy baptifm by the Spirit of God. 
~ Soon after the whole congregation aflembled to the 
«© Agape; we had brought the bread for it from Copene 
#© hagen. A good deal was fpoke of our voyage, of the 
«€ congregations in Europe, and of thofe among the hea- 
< then in South and North-America, &c. | 
_ Afterwards I held the communicants a doctrinal dif- 
* courfe at large on the fubject of the holy com- 
© munion. ; 
_ About feven o’clock was the ufual eyening-meet- 
“ ing, which treated of John’s leaping for joy in his 
«< mother’s womb at the babe Jefus, and the application 
“© was made to the children, and to all our hearts in 
“* general, 
“ Afterwards we kept the Supper of the Lord, and at 
“¢ the conclufion eight brethren and twelve fifters were 
“© confirmed for the next enjoyment of it. But it is not 
<< in my power to defcribe how I felt at this firft Lord’s- 
“¢ {upper with the Greenland congregation. 
en The 25th, the meetings were as cuflomary on Sun- 
& days. Only inftead of the children’s meeting we kept 
“4¢ 2 'bleffed love-feaft with all our baptized children, 
« whofe numbers were forty-four boys and thirty-four 
“ girls, We catechifed them, and they anfwered tole- 
«€ rably well. I told them fomething of the children the 
«€ other fide of the ocean, and got them all to tell me 
“© their names. Directly after, the mothers came bring- 
“© ing their fucklings in their arms, and they alfo got 
“ their fhare of the yefterday’s loye-feaft. “There were 
“© twenty-fix of them, ‘I began a meeting purely for 
‘4 them, which will be continued from this day forward. 
“& Some verfes will be fung for the children, and a word 
<< of exhortation given to the mothers. I kiffed and 
¢ bleffed thofe little infants, and they were as ftill and 
* pretty as little angels*. I then preached on the 
- © * It is fomething very agreeable to fee fuch a company of little Green- 
“Gand children, and there have been many lovely examples, how out of the 


“gnouths of bales and fucklings our Lord has prepared himfelf praife. 
r PERF L4 <6 words : 
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deal of trouble and danger. 


words: One of the foldiers with a hear pierced his fide, 
and forthwith came thereout blood and water. “The whole 


chapel was fo full of Greenlanders, that there was no 


room left. 


© Tn the liturgy of the baptized, the Litany of the Life, 


fufferings and Death of Jefus was fung, and then the 
congregation prayed on their knees. Afterwards we 
took a tender leave of moft of them for a few days, 
becaufe they muft now go away again for their food. 
Our brethren looked upon it as fomething uncom- 
mon, to have all our people together in. fuch days as 
thefe, and not one of the communicants ftayed away.; 
which is rare in fummer, for that is the feafon when 
they muft lay in for the whole year, and the fummer 
is very fleeting here. But in winter they are more 
at home, and the fifters always. ae 

“< ‘To-day we have naturalized the words Communion 
and Communicant in the Greenland language, becaufe 
the name it has had hitherto was improper, and ‚has 
occafioned many mifconftructions among thofe who 


have not yet been admitted to the Lord’s fupper. 


The above-mentioned two words fuit very well with 
the declenfions of the language. Be ple ais 

“ The 26th, befides the current incumbences, we 
fpoke with fome more Southlanders, feveral boats full 
of them being come into thefe parts. We did the 
fame the 27th with an old man, who has a party- 
coloured fkin, viz. brown and white ftripes all over his 
body. Wealfo fpoke with a Greenlander from the eaft- 
fide, who told us a great deal of that country. He 
fpoke a dialect very different from that of this dıftridt, 
and could not rightly underftand our brethren. There- 
fore they were obliged to take to their affiftance two 
Greenlanders who came from the fouth, and they fpoke 
to him about our Saviour. Jn the afternoon I took 2 
walk eaftwards over fome cliffs and valleys to Partridge- — 
Hill, where our brethren get many partridges in 
winter for their table, though they coft them a good 


« The 28th they began to cut turf; this, and fearching 
for wood, are two of their moft difficult fummer- 


‘ employments. In the firft years they had turf not far 


* from 
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« from their houfe, but now they are forced to go 
‘6 two tapes and more for it. I went with them. We 
“ alfo gathered fome wood, and came home again in the 
‘66 evening. . gr de 
Oe a4 The 26th after the morning-meeting, we fpoke with 
* fome ftrange Greenlanders. Great numbers of them 
“have come here of late. We converfed with them 
* ourfelves firft for an hour; then Andrew, one of our 
* Greenlanders, kept’ them ‘fuch a folid evangelical 
“« difcourfe, that my. heart and eyes overflowed, for I 
© got our brethren to tranflate it to me unobferved from 
“ word'to word. He fpoke of our Creator’s becoming 
‘“ man, his fuffering and dying, and his love to them, 
“© with fuch feeling of heart and connection of matter, 
“ and fo well accommodated to the conception of the 
** jgnorant Greenlanders, as I could by no means expe, 
*© nay I wifh many a one'in Europe the fame gift when 
© they fpeak with the ignorant. | 
* ‘The widow Louifa, who had long been afflicted 
* with a leprofy, went happily out of the world, and 
‘“ her remains were buried to-day. "The whole congre- 
** gation came together in the meeting-hall. I kept the 
** funeral-difcourfe_on the defire of believers to depart 
_*© and to be with Chrift; then the corpfe was carried 
*© out by four brethren. The Greenlanders made a 
“ pretty orderly proceffion, followed in pairs, and form- 
** ed a circle round the burying-ground, 
~ & The late widow’Louifa had the leprofy upon her 
* before her baptifm, and more Greenlanders are infefted 
‘ with it. She was baptized laft year, and was after- 
** wards reftored fo far that the could go to the meetings, 
““ which was a great joy to her. Amidft her fharp and 
* long continuing pains, fhe comforted herfelf with the 
«© pain our Saviour had endured for her, and fhe looked 
* out for her call hente with a joyful heart.and an 
“ ardent longing. fh u 
“ The 3oth they went in our boat, accompanied with 
“€ eleven Greenland boats, to bring home the turf. 
_S They alfo fought for wood and birds eggs; eggs are 
“a good part of our brethren’s fuftenance at this 
£* feafon, | | | 
| * July 
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‘oul Wats: ‘hey vert ggain.with nine, women s-bpats 
“€ to fetch turf, Some days ago Enoch and Abraham 
<< were fent exprefs by the merchant to Frederic’s-hope, _ 
< to acquaint that colony of the arrival of their fhip 
“ here; and to-day they came fafe back in pet lacks. 
“€ Yefterday and to-day ten more hoats of fouthlanders 
® came here in their way to the north. It is really a 
“€ matter of importance, that they commonly halt and 
s¢ yeft here awhile, and thus give us an opportunity of 
ft preaching the BOB ERAAGM es 12 eee 
“ Sunday July 2, being the Vifitation of Mary, the 
“¢’fermon was on the words: Looking unto A 
“ ftrange fouthlanders were among the auditory. Ina 
€ difcourfe to the communicants on the words; 45 oft as 
<< ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do fhew the Lord’s 
«¢ death; an edifying carriage towards the poor fouth- 
st landers was fpoken of, as a great many are now here 
FE ory a EL: ses. daa shila ale ae 
_ « The 3d, the brethren brought away the laft of their 
& provifion from the fhip... The eae and landing 
<< from the fhip on the rocks, where the ftream com- 
«© monly {wells very much, isa dangerous work. . They 
« alfo began to cut their turf {mall, and dry it upon 
st the rocks; they have upwards of twenty boats full. 
“ The ath, as I had a great defire to fee as much of 
- .® the way of living, and nature of Greenland, asI could — 
€ in the neighbourhood ; and as almoft all our Green- 
« Janders were out in purfuit of their liyelihood ; I went 
£ with fome of our brethren to Kobe-Inlet. We took 
“ a yiew of the Salmon-Brook there, and afcended 
st between the mountains till we had a profpect of 
« Amaralik-Bay. We flept the night in a Greenland 
«€ tent, .Thefe tents are beyond comparifon more con-— 
€ venient and better regulated, than thofe made ufe of 
€ in the woods of Penfylvania. _ At Re ae 
ae 2 The sth, we turned to the left over the mountains, 
stil} we could fee the: arm. of Ball’s-River that goes to 
«© Pifükfarbik. We faw alfo Kook-Inlet, and innumer- 
** able ice-plains and mounts ‚covered with fnow. 
_ The 6th, about.one o'clock in the morning we row~ 
<¢ ed back, and came home about nine. ° 


m 
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. The 7th a daughter of the miflionary Boehnifh was 
H. Re Be called Agnes. The Sha hen i of the 
= here midwife to her daughter, brought it 
“ into the meeting-hall, and the Greenlander Judith 
F< held it at the baptifm. Afterwards we vifited the fick, 
* and ftrangers, and found open ears in fome tents. 
- & Their queftions and their converfation was very fim- 
ss or and in general they did not feem unfit for the 
¢ kingdom of God. dn the evening I kept a difcourfe 
- ® on the. word of the day » Ezek. xxxvi, 10, J will mul 
§ tiply men upon you, Jc, at which many ftrangers were 
** prefent. Our conference to-day treated of the month- 
** ly congregation-day, the Sunday’s folemnity as well 
* in fummer as winter, reception, baptifm, the needful 
** circumfpection in winning unbelievers, &c. 

“ The 8th, Boaz brought the corpfe of his little 
#“ daughter, who departed at Kookeernen fix leagues 
** from hence, that it might be buried among the believers. 
‘© I kept the funeral difcaurfe on the happinefs of thofe 
** children, who being wafhed in the blood of Jefus, 
** appear in white robes before the throne of the Lamb. 

Many people being gathered together on account of 
“* the congregation-day to-morrow, we took this eppor- 
** tunity to {peak with the baptized who do not yet ge 
** to the Lord’s fupper. 

* Sunday the gth, in ‘the morning many boats more 
* came home, About nine o’clock Theld a difcourfe on - 
** she communion betwixt our Saviour’s people all over 

the world, and of the defign of our congregation-days. - 
« "Then fome tranflated letters of the ur. in ‚North- 
‘America were read. In the fecond and third parts of 

the congregation-day, a diary of the Indians, at 
* Gnadenhutten in Penfylyania was read, (tranflating it 
** off hand) and J interfperfed many little anecdotes and 
** explanations which were agreeable to the Green- 
* landers, Between the fecond and third parts,..the 
“ fingle brethren and boys had a fhort difcourfe kept 
‘* them, and were divided into clafles.. Then was the 
** fermon on the to-day’s text: Beeaufe thay haft kept the 
*s word of my patience*, Sc. which was attended with a 
‘ particular demonftration of the Spirit and power. 
| # The author senders it, paffion or fuffering. 


n 
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s¢ After that, the fingle fifters and girls were alfo made 
“acquainted with their claffes.. When the third patt 
“© was over, two' boys were baptized. ‘Then the congre- 
# pation aflembled to their Sunday’s liturgy; at which, 
«© it being congregation-day; -the following occurred. 1.) 
<¢ T held a difcourfe on the words: -Defire the fincere milk 
«© of the word, &c. wherein I -heartily begged’ the‘ bap- 
«itized’that are nat communicants as yet, ~to imbibe 
“ with a ‘hungry heart the'nourifhment which the Hol ) 
«© Ghoft tenders to their inner: man under the preachin 
se of the gofpel, as wholefome milk, till he hastpeeaired 
«€ them to be partakers of the body and blood of Jefus in 
“ the holy’ facrament. ' It Swas ca needful exhortation, 
S$. becaufe many who weré not ‘yet ripe for it, had enter- 
«© tained premature expetations of the Lord’s fupper. 
“ 2.). Notice was’ given, that there will be a‘morning- 
**. meeting for the baptized-every day, but the evening 
“liturgy ‘would be kept only for the communicants. 
*¢ 3.) In a fhort difcourfe I explained the offices of-the 
se Church to the Greenlanders according to their capacity, 
'“ and then our dear brother John Scerenfen‘was ordain- 
se ed a deacon of the brethren’s church, and at the fame 
“time had blefling wifhed him to his fteward’s-charge. _ 
“ 4.) ‘We acquainted’ the congregation that we would 
<<. hereafter make more ufe than we had done, of fuchof our. 
*¢ Greenland brethren as our Saviour has qualified to be 
© our helpers in keeping meetings, &c. Laftly, part of 
$¢-the litany was prayed, and thus we coneluded this 
“ day of the Lord, a day of extraordinary bleffing for 
#6 the-Greenlanders. Ra so ce 
‘© July 10, we profecuted our ufual manual and fpiri- 
*¢ tual Jabour, and alfo had fome converfation with fome 
“ ftrange Greenlanders. And as we received from thefe 
© people“the firft account of the eaft-fide, or what they 
<6 call the old. loft Greenland, [ committed its contents 
€ to paper #. = ri ERRDRERE TERN 
‘0 # ‘The'yrth, I went with fome brethren to Kanneifut, 
“four leagues off, fituated the other fide Ball’s-River. 
© It is atraét of firm land, that does not rear itfelf inte 
$¢ fuch -high mountains,’ but only rocky hills, inter- 
#© fperfed ‘with large plains, rivers, pools and fine grafs- _ 
% This accoust'has-already bech ihferted in Bi IV. $ 10, 
37 Ua « plots, 


* 
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“ plots, fo that in- furmmer it yields you, an agreeable 
“ fruitful fcene. . ‚Only: about this time-it is-infefted with 
«© {uch a vaft fwarm of ‚mufkitto’s, that they, are not near 
s€ fostroublefome- in St. Thomas’s,., nor ‚in ‚the Jerfeys 
ss near Delaware-River: . Our brethren had formerly 
% their beft reindeer hunt in thefe parts; but. they are fo 
<< diminifhed every where fince the Greenlanders have 
“ procured fo many guns, that.-a reindeer is now a 

rarity. . Here is alfo, a. good. falmon-fithery, and. the 
x brethren. have fometimes taken,from.-4 to,600 falmon= 
*€ trout in,their net ‚at one draught. ; We found fome er 
“e. ‘our Greenlanders. there, . 

$6 The. 13th, the remains of. the fingig fifter nn, 
“ ‚were brought -hither ‚and. interred, ., She.-came. here: 
s< with-her brothersLaban in 1747, was baptized. 1750)" 
se. ‚and 'at the Jaft. Lord’s- -Supper. fhe was confirmed for 
és, theinext participation. Laft. funday . fhe’ was. here at 
«Call the meetings... When fhe was; going.-back,. fhe 
is complained of a; ‚head-ach, faid. fhe.thought fhe fhould 

€ go: home to our, Saviour, ‚and rejoiced at the, profpe®. _ 
“. -At the fame time, fhe- loft her Marche and, her ' Aoub 
“ ‚went to the church, triumphant. nern Biesı 
_ © The: 15th, we- kept) ep eit Aaeaer about} the. fare 
ct Jand: helpers... [looked. upon. it as a detriment, that 
s fo few ‚Greenland helpers. are trained, up) «and even 
‘© thofe that are, fo little ufed. | 

« The. 16th,, befides the, current ike fli 
é which’ the aah lorigers. came to in-flocks,, we had am 
* interview the firft time with the Greenland helpers 5 : 
“ they were eleven brethren and twelve fifters.... We in= 
“ ftruéted them in the aim and incumbencies of. their 
** ofhice.. They foon came into a pretty method, anduttered 
_ «€ various obfervations and hints, from whence we faw 
** they,had.a, qualification. for. the employment, | ‘The 
€ preaching was, from thefe. ‚words.; 1 Zlis.blood fpraketh 
‘better. things | than that ‚of Abel, Afterwards three pair 
“ were: |promifed j in marriage, .and at the: liturey of ang 
“ congregation they. were publicly . ‘mentioned, PT a 
** recommended to their remembrance. | Then nbtice 
was given tot communicants, of the approaching 
se ind FRRUBpeN Beh to a 
v . }r fis ook ‘$ © The 
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‘ The rth, we got out Matthew Kajarnak ta keep 
_ © the merhing-meeting the firft time. He fpoke with 
“© heartinefs, energy; and folidity,  — = gout 3° 
“The 18th; I: made änsther little tour to fee thé 
“* country. Firft we failed four leagues to Kangek. It i¢ 
se thé düterrhöft land towards the fea, where foinée winters 
“ feveral hundred Greénlandéfs dwell, moftly South 
“ Jänders, who are freguendy vifited by the brethreri, 
“ and by that meafis our Saviour has gathered if m 
“4 one as thé fruits of his travail, and almoft all 
© Greenland families now living at New-Herthhut; dwelt 


*< at leaft one winter there, and Weté awakened by thé — 


“ preachiig of the Folpel. I Esunted- fourteen lätge 
es Aw ine We loadéd forte Syed: 
« which the bréthten had bought of fome Greenlanders 
- © that had temovéd their quarters ; then we rowed ‘ale. 

_ © the coaft to Hope Hland; where thé colony Geodsho 

“ ftood from 1721 td 1729} and ar- laft we came back 
“© through Neépifetefound. This ig a natrow. channel 
<< between the maifi land and the iflands, where che 
& tidé énters of both fides, and carries in miahy fealg 
“© with its rapid current. Thé water is fo fhallow, that 


<< @he may fee the bottom almoft every where; and there — 


© fore it i8 A very good place for fifhing.. For this sei? 
“© fon a vat many Greénlandérs refide here ih faim? 
“ and autumn, and it has been obferved that: fine (6 
< many have fettled in thefe parts, che feal-éatchin 
“ has beefi much inore profperous and commodions th 
‘© before. “We vifited two fick Greénlaiders,’ and 
“ came homié in the elevefith hour, having failed at lealt 
et twelve leagues. nis Sch ii a Ba 
No en igth and 26th, our brethren worked about their 
© turf. ig DEE DLR 7 
 * The atft, the Greenlanders began to come together 


« for Sunday. Three boats caine from the este 


“and five from the Sound. Thefe laft brought» 

© eorpfe of the boy Cofirad. He was baptized the fixth 
“oof J anuaty this year. A diforder in his head haftened 
his départure,- During his fieknefs, he fpoké of dur 
“© Saviour to the joy of all the brethren and fifters, The 


“ funeral-difcourfe was on his favourite verfe: “The — 


** Saviour’s blood and righteoufnefs—my fin’ry is, my 
“ wedding. 


» 2 


RevArioN of New-Herkkwaur 1752.1. 895 
ss wedding drefs,” &e. Im the evening the communi- 
“ a acquainted that the Lord’s-fupper would bé 
&< g6:möfrow; and a blefled difeoürfe was kept them rela: 
tive to its leds yom 
. «The 224; we fpoke onee more with the carididates 
“ for the Lord’s-fupper, “and reminded them of the great 
grate out Saviour intended them to-day: They let 
their love-tears flow. At the agape I faw all che 
 Comifiunicants perfor by perfony and faid a word of 
** two to one here and there. Then the corpfe of thé © 
& married’ fifter Regina; Nathan’s wife, was depofited 
© in-ifs refting-place. She was baptized but the a8th 
se oflaft November, and fince then has gone oh ih at 
© uninterfüpted courfe of grace. Afterwards was thé 
« abfolution, and then the'holy communion. Twent 
“= bréthréi and filters; who’ were confirmed at the fait 
«t. Lörd’s-füpper, were partakers of it the: firft time té- 
“ day, having been previoüfly. blefled with impofition dF 
** hands; dnd ten new candidates received the kißs of 
s€ peace as a feal that they: may approach the next time 
ke with us to the holy facrament, “wo fick pérfons had 
« their portion carried them in their tents. @ur hearté 
se and eyes flreamed over ; andias our departure will {oon 
‚st draw nigh, I felt fach an’ attachment. to this’ deaz 
“ Greenland kongrepätioh,‘ with whom I have now 
“ twice Communicated) that I am at 4 lofi how to utté? 
[2 ; ISH 2. ke 5 
“ Sunday July 23, In the Greenland ‘motning- 
* meeting; part of the litany of the life and fufferings of 
“ Jefus was fung. Then we had a blefled interview 
“ with our Greenland helpers, and committed to them 
* the overfight of Our pedple when they ‘are abroad: 
“ The brethren efpecially were defired to keep a meeting 
ke every evening in their rent, ahd not only to let oat | 
“« Greenlanders come to it, but alfo the heathen if they 
* would, They accepted it with willingniefs And hu- 
“ mility, Then we kept the choir-meetings in theit 
“ ufual order, I kept to the mairied choir a difeourfe 
ke concerhirig matrimony, and after aprayer, three couple 
¥e were joinéd-in marriage by the brethren Stach, Beck, 
© and Boehnifh; we have well-grounded hopes that they 
8 will be a real joy to us and our Saviour. The married 


‘© choir 
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choir here is that of thé greateft importance,’ and-has — 


©, the moft trufty people. At-prefent there.are forty-eight 


couple. ». There are but two widowers, but the widows 
amount to forty. Among thefe are many lovely, people; 
but there are’ alfo fome with whom it does-not go far, 
and who have fome favage unfeemlinefles {till remains 
ing, yet there is hope that they will depart:once hap 


* pily. out of this world relying,on the. merits of. Jefusy 


which has’ however engagedtheir hearts... Dhe-fingle 
fifters choir is alfo above tortyiin number... They.have 
fuch an active, brifk, refolute difpofition,, that, at firft 


“€ ‘view one would think it,fuited better for the, male, fex. 


“cs 


, But.this is owing to their manner of life, becaufe they 


muft difpatch a great deal of. labour, ‚that, im; other 
countries falls only to.the men’s fhare, as rowing;-car+ 


° rying burdens, building, houfes, &c. ‘They are, alfo 


very much difpofed, to bear their teftimony of the gof= 
pel to the wild women, by which many a female,fa- 
vage has been won, and.‚afterwards the man by. his 
wife. The fingle brethren are, but about thirty, and fuch 
as are full.grown, fcarce twelve. . There are fome folid 
people among them. | ao dover oa ted» 
se After the preaching on the words: Ye/hall bewitneffes 


unto me, ic. a married; woman, and a boy, was baptized, 


and: then a;widow received.among the candidates for 
baptifm. | In..the: meeting. of the married people,..five 
Greenland pairs received the church’s bleffing for their 
married ftate' entgred upon. beforetheir baptifm, in pur- 
fuance of a commendable cuftom begun for fome time — 


_ by the brethren. i ow monk orto eee ae 2 
“©. The 24th, the-three brethren married yefterday, kept 


a-farewel meal with .the fingle brethren, as. did the 


fitters with their choir. . At a'houfe-conference„an ine | 
ventory ‘was taken of what the brethren and fifters will 


‘nl@nealt.)- 2? - 


want from Europe next year... =) telnet) 
“ ‘The 25th, our Greenlander. "Tabea returned. from 
the north, with two of.the traders... She tas been long ~ 
repudiated by her hufband,.and now went.to. fetch 


her fon, for according to ‚the Greenland- rule. all 


the children belong to the. mother, . She gained.her 
point happily. ow J patindoog <The 
ei \ pe 
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* The 26th, many Greenlanders went away to their 
‘© places abroad, becaufe it promifed:fair weather again » 
“ after feveral days rain. » Hitherto it has{nowed at leaft » 
“© once a week, and been fo cold at.thofe times, that we’ 
© could very well bear our furrs. A Greenland helper» — 
** kept the morning-meeting again. It is of moment to’ 
*« the Greenlanders, when a brother of their own nation 
“€ keeps them a meeting now and then. > 
* The 28th, the brethren went in: fearch of wood.’ 
“¢ After the evening-meeting was the Greenland helpers : 
“ conference, in which fome brethren who had been 
* abroad for fome days, told us how the meetings they’ 
« had kept there had gone on, how happy they were 
* when they met thus together before our Saviour, and 
** that feveral ftrangers came too. it. 
“ Sunday 30th, the choir-meetings could not be kept’ 
“ on account of a violent rain. Therefore I’ held in the - 
** room thereof a general difcourfe of the character of 
© each choir, and how every individual perfon may re-° 
«© fpectively make a beneficial ufe of the names the’ 
“ feripture applies to our Saviour, as Beloved or Friend, ’ 
“ Brother, Bridegroom, Hufband, &c. ‘The public fer 
“€ mon treated of the converfation our Saviour had with» 
«< Mofes and Elias concerning his fufferings. ayes 
“ The arft, and following days, I employed my 
<< leifure hours in revifing the Greenland hymn-book; 
‘© and to that end let every line be trarflated word by 
‘© word, to fee if the fenfe had been rightly expreffed. 
“© The Danifh catechift. Berthel Larfen, who hath ac- 
« quired an extraordinary readinefs in the language, 
“ favoured us with his affiftance in this work, when’ 
“ he could be fpared, and «many amendments were 
s¢ made. ; EEE 
* Aug. ı, feveral of our Greenlanders wrote letters 
“€ to Europe. Some were their own fcribes, and others. 
€ dietated to the brethren, who tranflated their words 
* into German, My laft inftructions, which the Ger-, 
““ man brethren had defired of me, were read over at a 
conference, and fome illuftrations made... - 7 
“The 2d, I took a friendly leave at the colony. - 
«Afterwards I kept a farewel love-feaft with our Ger- 
“ man brethren and filters. We had an agreeable con- 
Vou. | IM « verfation 


> 
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verfation concerning the thoughts of peace our Sa- 
viour had: in behalf of Greenland. And as we had» 


se.fpoke with fo: many. Southlanders for fome time paft, 


‚cc 
[74 
¢ 


a 


- we:had.a thought, whether it would not be expedi- — 
‚ent to fettle once a miffion further fouth, or even on’ 
the eaft-fide *. | 


‚6 Aug. 3, our baggage. was fhipped. Of late but‘ 


must, 


few Greenlanders. had. been at home, but now they’ 


. came dropping. in to'the.celebration of Sunday, and’at 


the fame time the congregation-day. | 

“ The sth, we had a vilit of fome of the traders, 
who gave us a.relation:of feveral barbarous acts of the 
northern Greenlanders. Among. the reft, the well- 


known’ Angekok.and murderer: Tettamak has been’ 


killed by his own relations. In 1746 when the bre- _ 


*thren Beck and Soerenfen. performed that dangerous 
voyage from the north to New-Herrnhuth in their own 
boat, this man was touched by the teftimony of Jefus, 


accompanied them as. pilot, and rendered them many 
fervices among the wild murderous Greenlanders. ‘The 


- next year he and fome more families, that had. been 


won by the gofpel on this voyage, came to, the.bre- 


: thren,: and he was often very: much affected. But as’ 


there were fome in this neighbourhood that lay. in’ 
wait for his life, he removed again from hence, prac- 
tifed- his old trade again, and at length received his’ 


_juft reward +. In the Greenland conference to-day 
: the helpers gave us a full account of the nature and’ 


quality of the fouth-country. Almoft all our Green- 


‘ Janders came out of that territory. The firftling, our: 
: late Samuel Kajarnak; by the vifit he made there after‘ 


his baptifm, drew a train of three or four-hundred fouls’ 
after him, who all forfook their native country, and» 


live now in'New-Herrnhuth; but. yet they-have an 
¢ ardent defire, which they often utter, that the brethren’ 


* Thefe were pia defideria, which at that time they faw no poffibility of, 
accomplifhing. And no one would haye believed, that Matthew Stach fix © 
years after, when he feemied: to be quite out of the Greenland matters,” 

would eftablifh a new miflion 40 leagues fouth, and that it. would advance? 
as far in the firft four years as New-Herrnhuth did in the firft fourteen, 


+ His children were folidly awakened during his abode here, and afters 
wards they returned one after another to the. believers, and have, profpered, 


among them. 


#«. would 
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« would carry the gofpel into their own country; and 
“ they add, that there is not a place in all Greenland 
<< where fo many people live. = 

« Aug. 6, was the laft Sunday I enjoyed in Green- 
« Jand, it was alfo monthly congregation-day. Our 
«© Greenlanders were almoft all at home.. We read 
* accounts from St. Thomas’s. At the clofe of the 
«¢ preaching, I recommended the Greenland congre- 
€ sation and this whole nation in a prayer to their faith- 
*¢ ful Creator and Redeemer. A widow and a girl were 
“ baptized. All the other opportunities proceeded as is 
6* cuftomary on a congregation-day. At praying the 
«€ words in the litany: ‘* Keep thy eyes open onall thy 
“¢ witnefles and meflengers both by land and fea,” our 
‘€ approaching voyage was recommended to the remem- 
«€ brance of the congregation. . This occafioned a wail- 
«© ing among our people, of a very peculiar nature. 
<¢ Then three pair, that were married before their baptifm, 
© received the church’s blefling. | 

© Aug. 7, ‘the burying-ground- was brought into 
«€ better order according to a plan of mine, and the 
© graves were covered with earth and fods. I was a 
‘¢ little while with them while they were doing it, and 
““ the Greenland fifters worked with fuch activity, 
*¢ livelinefs and pleafure, that it was delightful to fee 
* them; (as for the men, they do not lay their hand 
“ to any land-labour, nor have they any fkill for it.) 
« While they were working, they had fome very happy 
«€ difcourfes about going-home and the refurrection, | 
** whereas otherwife in general the dread of death, and 
“ the averfion for the grave, is greater among the Green-_ 
“ landers than perhaps in any other nation. - 1 vifited 
“€ once more at the colony, and took leave of the miffi- 
“ onary and factor, requefting them to maintain the 
“ fame good friendfhip with my brethren that ftay here, 
as they had done with me, and to let nothing fpring 
“© up to the offence of the Greenlanders. 

«€ The 8th and fome days paft, I was incommoded 
‘¢ with the tooth-ach. «This was the only ail I endured 
“ in this rough climate. We {poke with three ftrange 
“© Greenlanders, who had ears to hear. T'wo of them 
*¢ had attended a Greenland helper’s meeting in the 

. M 2 «< Sound, 
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Sound, and came hitherto hear more. The third, a» 
pretty fingle man, begged leave to livehere, * 
<< The oth, the fhip had been long, ready for failing,» 
but contrary winds detained her. Therefore we, 
continued revifing the hymns, and finifhed the book » 
to-day. At prefent it contains the Litanies, fome 
Liturgies, and above a hundred entire hymns and» 


eB 
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fingle verfes; and the Greenlanders have Jearnt moft: “— 


of them by heart through their frequent ufe, The» 
oreateft part of them ftayed together here. fince laft » 
Sunday to await our departure. But as it was deferred,» 
I was ferupulous of incroaching on their few fummer- » 


days, therefore I advifed them to fet off to their pro-» 


viding-places. It would have been. more convenient 


for me to have taken leave of them all at once; and 


yet there was a blefling, of a peculiar tender nature, | 


in the parting adieu. with one family, after another. 
Innumerable tears were fhed on both fides, but I fhall . 
particularly retain an indelible impreffion of the laft» 
interviews ‘with, Peter, Nathanael, Matthew and 

Andrew *, and. the declarations they made of their: 
whole heart and mind. Iam often amazed at what, 
our Saviour has really done on this nation, notwith- 


ftanding all their defects and infirmities, 


“ The roth, two of the trades-people of the colony. 


‘were married to two Greenland women with the 


facerdotal benediftion. Our houfe was invited to the. 
ceremony, and three of our brethren went. In the. 
Greenlandifh helpers conference we heard encouraging » 


accounts of feveral favages that eagerly attended the 


meetings in the Sound, and have a mind to give 


themfelves up wholly to our Saviour, which they . 
_confefs they have long had a call to. On this occafion . 


it recurs to my mind, that our hymns prove a great. 
blefing among the-ftrangers. The factor lately told. 


us, that being once on a trading-round thirty leagues. — 


from hence, he entered a tent that had ftood awhile, 
in this neighbourhood, where the children -were 


devoutly finging feveral hymns, which they had learnt, — 
* All thefe are now at home with their Lord. I have feldom chofe to’ — 
mention the names of any, even the beft Greenlanders, that are ftill here, — 
below, and confequently not out of the reach of danger and temptations; 
fo as wife parents cannot endyre to hear their living children praifed.. - a 
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“ of ours when they were here, and this furnifhed him 
.* with.an opportunity to fay fomething to their edifi- 


ee Aug. 11, Thad many a happy interlocution with 
my dear Lord about Greenland, where I have now 
€ fpent above eight weeks with fuch fatisfaftion. To- 
“© Gay a good deal of ice drove into the inlet, and the 
*® Greenlanders brought an account from the iflands, 
te that the {ea without was quite full of it. Ifthe fouth- 
“€ wind, which brings the ice up hither, had continued 
«€ fome days Jonger, we muft have given up all thoughts 
«© of a fpeedy departure; but to-day the wind veered to 
«© the weft, and in the evening to the north, and carried 
« out moft of theice to fea again. As now the wind 
« favoured our failing, I’kept my farewel-difcourfe in 
«€ the evening, and concluded with that verfe: The 
«© wounds for us endur’d--on thy whole body, Lord,— 
“and thy bitter pafion,—according to thy word,— 
“€ preferve thy congregation,—till thou com’ft again, 
#€ ‘church’s Prince once flain, | un 
«€ Aug, 12, at five e’clock in the morning we were 
“€ called aboard the fhip. .The Greenland congregation 
#6 was juft ‘aflembling to their morning-meeting, and 
'*¢ after a fhort difcourte I took a tender leave of them 
“ all. They are certainly what the to-day’s watch- 
*¢ word, Numb. viii. 16,-fpeaks of, a Gift which the 
‘« Lord our God hath previoufly taken to himfelf out of 
« this nation, asthe reward of his bitter fuffering and 
« Dying; although at the fame time “a coarfe mafs of 
“« blood,—a being, impoverifh’d in honour and good.” 
“© However they are indifputably his, a people in whom 
© their Creator glories, becaufe they have been purchafed 
“by him at fuch a coftly price. To him, to his 
"© Father, and to the Holy Ghoft, I committed them in 
'« a farewel-blefing, bedewed with many tears. — 
_ At my departure, the number of the ftill living bap- 
“ tized inhabitants amounted to 300, and thofe that are 
« gone home to 53. During: my abode there 10 were 
“© baptized, ‘and fince the’ departure of the fhip the 
‘ preceding year 68 had been baptized, and 17 departed 
S® this life. © “The number of the communicants was 120, 
'* and the fum total of all the inhabitants 320, and there 
— M 3 “was 
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was hopes that a confiderable number of ftrangers 


‘would move to them this autumn. 


«© Before I went aboard, I vifited the fick Greenland 
brother Jofeph, and bleffed him: before his departure. — 
Our Greenlanders ran about us, and fhewed their 
tender Jove and gratitude in a thoufand ways. During 
our paflage to the fhip, the rocks ftood lined with 
women and children, and a great number of men 


efcorted us in their kaiaks. About 8, we failed out.of 


the haven, at 9 pafled our houfe, faluted the colony, 
and at ro our brethren and the Greenlanders took 
their laft leave ‘of us. at Kangek. A ftrong wind | 
prefently conducted us out to fea, but foon after we 
fell in with the ice, and that night were obliged to 


tack backward and forward between the ice and the 


land. Aug. 13, in the morning we found an open- 
ing towards the fouth-weft, through which we pafled 
very fortunately and loft fight of land, but we had 
conftantly large mountains:of ice on our fide till the 
evening. The 16th we had a fhort,»but a fmart 
ftorm. The. 2ıft I thought very much on St. 
Thomas’s, as this day 20 years the eft miffion thither 


. commenced. The 22d the wind was vey Vargo 


ftorm from 


and towards noon we: were befet with a: 


© the S. E: and afterwards N. E. which. lafted till the 


27th, thatis 5 days and 5 nights in one continued ~ 
fury, and drove us 140 leagues towards America. ı At 
the fame time there ‘was fuch a {well in the fea, that 
it was not poffible to turn the fhip without danger of 
being fwallowed up in the billows. Therefore we were 
obliged to let her drive on at God’s good pleafure, 
and to refign the fteerage of the veflel, to him whom 
the winds and waves obey. The failors never remem~ 
bered to have feen a tempeft of fuch fury and dura- 
tion. ‘They were a’raid of being caft upon the to 


' them unknown American coafts, and they. expected it 
would have certainly been fo, if its rage had continued 


only one day longer. ‘Therefore they appointed 
extraordinary hours of prayer, and every one. made 
vows in favour of the poor according to his fubftance. 
To my furprife, I was not at all fea-fick ; and at laft 
I was of the fame mind with my fellow-travellers, to 

| 2 ; 6“ fup- 
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“ and we faw a fine rainbow. But the fea was very 
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'** fupplicate our heavenly Father in the name of his Son 


for. an. alteration. The 27th, at noon the ftorm 
evan to abate, and the 28th the weather was better, 


ss reftlefs for feveral days after. The 29th, we found 
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ourfelyes in the lat. 55. d. 43 m. and confequently 
120 leagues more fouth than we fhould be. September 
4, we came up with one of the fhips from. the northern 


colony, and the 8th with the other. When the great 
ftorm was, they were in the Straits, but they had 


nothing of it. They told us, that after the hard 
winter this year, many Greenlanders had died at the 
north colony, and that the Europeans had been very- 
ill of the fcurvy. The sıth, we pafled the funken 
land with a good wind. The ısth, we were feparated 
from the other two fhips in another ftorm, which was 
fucceeded on September ı6th by a fudden calm, but 
the fea was very turbulent and threatned the veflel 
with more damage than the ftorm. The 17th, it 
was ftormy again, and the tackling of the fhip was 
damaged; thus. it lafted till the ıgth. The wind 
was favourable, but fo violent that. we were obliged 
to lie by again till the zıft, when all at once we {pied 
the ifland Fuloe. The 234, we failed round Shetland 
ina ftorm. The 26th, we came unexpectedly fo near 
the fhore of Norway, that we were obliged to run 
between the Lith of Bergen and the ifland Uytfheers; 
the wind drove us towards land, and it was refolved 
to fearch for a harbour. But as it was too late, we 
were obliged to tack round the Bay all night, and in, 
the mean time we got a better wind. , The 27th, we 
pafled Lindefnefs, failed foftly along under Norway, 
ran the ıft of O&ober into the Cattegat, and the ad, 


‘caft anchor before Helfingeer. On the 3d, we faw, — 


while lying here, a large fleet of a hundred fhips fail © 
out of the Sound. ‘The 3d, the, ftrong current 


obliged us to caft anchor again, and O&tober 4, we 


landed with the captain in his boat; and came towards 
evening happily to Copenhagen.” | 
ok 6 


The above diary will give the reader a pretty complete 


idea of the internal and external ftate of the Greenland 


4 con- 


- 


184 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B. VIII. 
“congregation! © And as it has already {welled the 'agcbuht - | 

of this-year, I fhall fay no more of the reciprocal vifits of — 
«the brethren’ to the heathen and the: heathen ‘toithem, — 
.of the’ entrance and adjuftment of the Greenlanders’in 


"their “winter-abodes, and of the blefled communions, . 


\congregation-days, and baptifmal miniftrations, 8e bat 
“conclude this year with fome Per/enalia of feveral Green- 


t land ers who ; fel] ‘happily afleep. 


Dire&tly after the departure of the fhip, a ficknefs 
“broke out among the Greenlanders, attended’ with a 
“violent head-ach, and a pain in the breaft or flitches in 
“the fide*. By this diforder many awakened heathen in 
the neighbouring iflands, and thirty of our baptized, 
fome of ‘whom’ were our: moft ufeful helpers, | were 
tranfplanted into eternity. The ficknefs was’ the moft 


violent from the- middle of Auguft to the’ middle of 


October, fo that once there were three corpfes to be. 
interred at the fame time. ' And many’ times "when the 
teachers came from one burying, they were called to 
‘impart the ‘ valedictory blefling to another expiring foul. 
“Thus they had enough to do with caring for the’ fick, 
whom they were obliged to furnifh with medicines and 
with proper waiting’ and nurfing, and they themfélves 
had, moft‘of them, fome attacks of the fame malady. 
However. their arduous fervice was much alleviated b 

the care the Greenlanders fojourning in the Sound: teok,. 
to bring moft of the fick direétly home; and thofe that. 
could not'be brought aerofs the inlet without danger, 
were carefully vifited there... ei i Es 
~The heathen® made. their’ own remarks upon this. 
affliction, ‘and could not conceive why the mortality was 
the greateft among the Nookleetst.. At laft they faid, 
the reafon‘ probably was; ‘becaufe they believed: and 
thought «overmuch | of the Saviour; and) a mocking 
woman, who was not’ quite ignorant, faid: There’ we. 
~ * Some were feized with an exceffive pain 'in their ears, which infantly 
deprived them of their fenfes, and threw them into ftrong convulfions. . 


Such difeafes are apt to feize the Greenlanders after a cold winter and a 
great famine. . 


1 Nook fignifies in Greenlandith a point or corner of Jand. Now as New- 
Herrnhuth lies upon fuch a nook, they call the brethren Nookleet, i. ¢. thofe 
that live upon a corner, ' 


fee, 
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fee, that they! go too far with regard to their Sauarangoak 4, 
and love him too much.’ ‘However, their turn came too. 
But thofe heathen that’ were once come toa conclufion to 
devote themfelves’to ‘our Saviour, were not reftrained 
‘from their frequent vifits, nor- even'from coming to live 
with the brethren in due time ; though the Greenlanders 
generally {hun a’ place, "where only: two or three die 
Piece ively, like a peft-houfe, “They .alfo received the 
brethren with willingnefs and pleafure, as foon as they 
could go abroad'a vihting again. u | 


- § 7 m 
A fhall: only mention @ few particulars of fome of thofe 
that departed this‘life, as they follow in order of time. ’’ 
1.) Gertrudezsan" honourable’ widow and midwife in 
‚the Greenland congregation, which office fhe performed 
‚with fidelity, and ‚with many ‘prayers’ and fupplications. 
phe bore the fignature of a finner that had received grace, 
‘and: of a heart full*of love towards her brethren and 
eiifters, and her end’ was anfwerable\ to her edifying 
piianaiters ose ‘0 cove! i trict tetots sg 
» 2.) Catharinevor:Okutfüt, an‘old maiden, mentioned 
“more than once in \r742 when fhe received holy baptifm. 
She was a lively witnefs among’her people. After fhe 
‘was admitted ‘to: the holy communion, a more: calm 
compofure was obferved in her, but at the fame times | 
selöfer communion. with’our Saviour. ‘She was the fourth | 
‘perfon who went'home out of one family within a fort- 
night. A little before'her exit, fhe defired them to bring - 
her fofter-child Mary, the little daughter of Simon. aia 
Sarah; fhe kiffed it with uncommon tendernefs,. and 
recommended it to Judith, the child’s: mother’s fiftes, 
with. expreflive «geftures, for her {peech was already 
‚gone. | ‚vnon ; 
+ 3.) The next was Nathanael, one of the frft baptized, 
communicants; and helpers. He had an adtive {pirit, 
an heart enamoured with the fuffetings of Jefus, and was 
a blefled preacher of his merits and wounds, and many 
: May Itranflate this name? It is, the dear Lamb, (@pviov.) The 
fpirit of derifion comes upon all, even ftupid Greenlandets, when they » 


know more than they believe, when they are touched and convinced, and 
yet will aot give themfelves entirely up to our Saviour, but refit the holy | 


Spirit, 
ur fouls 
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fouls .were brought to our Saviour by his. teftimony. 
He was diligent and faithful in every thing committed to 
him. They had the pleafure to fee him ever fatisfied _ 
‘and patient in his: domeftic affairs, which were alittle — 
crampt and cumberfome. He bore fuch a refpedctable 
charaéter, that no creature, neither chriftian nor infidel, 
neither European nor Greenlander, could help loving and ~ 
honouring him. And amidft all this, he had lowly 
thoughts of himfelf, and loved and honoured -his 
brethren from his heart. In a letter he didtated this 
year, he exprefled the ftate of his heart in the following 
words : | 

“ Ikifs you in love from the bottom of my heart, 
« becaufe our Saviour has made me happy. But my 
<< -happinefs does not. fpring from :myfelf. My heart 
« would have no joy, and could think nothing good, 
< if he did not let:me feel ‚his blood. Hehas brought 
< me into the fellowfhip of thofe that eat his flefh and 
« drink his bleod,’and this joy melts me into tears. I 
‘© have given my whole heart to him, and will no more 
© turn my eye from him. ‘I love our Saviour and his 
< wounds very much, But I know too that lama 
<< finner, and I wifh my heart may feel this alfo con- 
« tinually; for I am very defirous of having it always 
“ truly tender. I poor child beg him to moiften it 
‘© conftantly with his blood.” : 7 hocrm2 

His ficknefs was pleuritic ftitches, yet it feemed as 
if he would recover again ashe dida year ago, buta 
fudden fit of the ‘apoplexy difappointed all our hopes. 
When his obfequies were performed, there was an univer- 
fal emotion. Every creature that could ftir, were fond 
of fhewing their love to: the dear deceafed by bringing a 
dtone or a fod to cover his afhes, and fome heathen whe 
were awakened through his teftimony, being juft here 
a vifit, helped very officioufly to erect his tomb, thoug 
fuch kind of work .is in common not reckoned: fuitable 
for Greenland men. ‘The funeral-fermon was preached _ 
on ı Thefl. iv. 13. But I would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them, which are afleep,, that ye Jorraw nots — 
even as others which have.no hope, &c. ine 

4.) Ketura, the widow of Jonathan that happy 
\witnefs, whofe departure ‘was mentioned laft year, 
ud ine 
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Nine years ago fhe was made partaker of ‚baptifm, : 
Pe of the Lord’s-Supper. She could not ur 
conceal the grace fhe had experienced, and foon com- 
‚menced one of their fellow-labourers among ‚her fex. 
She had one thing particular, that though fhe was.brifk 
and vigorous in all natural things, yet fhe foon foftned 
into tears when fhe teftified of our Saviour, or fpoke 
‚with us orthe Greenlanders about, her heart. She had 
a good gift of retaining what fhe heard in a public meet- 
ing or private converfation, and an excellent method of 
introducing and adapting it to the Greenlanders in a 
peculiarly plain and intelligible manner. She had a tender 
heart towards our Saviour, and led an exemplary life 
among her people. She was often nigh to the grave, 
and fome years, ago fhe had an exceflive tormenting 
ear-ach, occafioned by a little worm that eat through her 
ear, by which fhe loft her hearing, but was patient undex 
all her pain *. 

5.) Jacob, one of our firft acquaintance in Kangek ; 
he was baptized ‚1745 at the colony, and at’ the 
miffionary’s departure he moved to us. He was not- yet 
a partaker of the holy communion; but he was partaker 
‚of true life from God, and had a vital communion with 
our Saviour, which his laft expreflions teftified, efpecially 
about eating the Aefh of the Son of God and. drinking 
his blood. ‘He made’a regular teftament, he made over 
his two baptized children to the care and tuition. of the 
brethren, but left it to his wife’s own option whether fhe 
would ftay or not, becaufe he faid, he had never, yet 
difcovered in her an entire mind for our Saviour... Once 
being light-headed, his fancies ran upon many little 
fifhes who endeavoured. to fhelter themfelves clofe to the 
fhore from the hoftile plunderers of the ocean, and. there 
they found room enough for themfelves and’ as many 
more as would come. Afterwards when he was told of 
it again, he faid, he imagined it to fignify the afylum of 


poe finners in the holy fide of, Jefus, which he. exprefled 


imfelf very agreeably about. When the brethren im- 


* At that time,-when the was in the greateft agony, an account was 
brought her that fome Greenland fifters, among. whom were fome ‘of hr 
relations, were to be confitmed for the Lord’s (upper; this enkindled fucl 
joy in her, that fhe forgot het pain, ahd made’ Ber appedranée that very 
eyening at the-holycommunion, cscs) Sl Net or med 
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“parted the farewel bleffing to him, he fang with them 
“himfelf, and foon after fell foftly and happily afleep. 
*'6.)' Matthew Kajarnak, the late Samuel’s fon, and — 
one of the four firftlings who were baptized ’here. Soon — 
after his baptifm, he was obliged to fly with his father to 
‘the fouth. After his father’s return, he ftaid two years 
‘with his friends there, and was the means of the falvation — 
‘of many -Greenlanders. In 1747 he made ‘a vifit to 
“Europe, where he was admitted to the Lord’s-Supper. 
In 1749 he came back, and afterwards was ufed with 
blefing as a congregation-fervant and helper. In the © 
beginning of this-year he ‘married, and gave hopes of a 
very exemplary deportment in that ftate: “In the fpring, 
when the piercing cold abated, which is apt to bring on 
feverifh diforders, he lay fo ill with ftitches in his fide, 
that even then we gave up all hopes’of his recovery. 
But he’ was to enjoy the'above-mentioned bleffed vifita- 
tion before he fell afleep. He writes as follows: about 
it: “*-We have. rejoiced’ exceedingly’ «at Johannes 
« Afferfok’s vifit. When.he fpoke:the firft time in our 
“< meeting-hall, my eyes were not dry, fo near did I feel 
our Saviour. I can fay with truth, that T am very 
ss happy, yea much more fo than at the time when I was 
s with you. Since then, our Saviour has, done a great 
«< deal upon my heart. I can rejoice in him, when I 
$8 reprefent him to myfelf with all his wounds, "Worth- 
$*.Jefs as 1 am, I know not what to do elfe but ‘thank 
“him. Our Saviour is exceeding lovely, and ‘my 
s* comfort in him will never have an end. *1 often think 
6 on my having feen you, but now I never expect to 
se 'fee'you any more till we go to our Saviour. His open 
se fide is the fan@tuary where we {hall meet together 
“66 again.” ;% | | FUROB BE MOTE REN 
\ He had a clear difcerning mind, a brifk active temper, — 
and a foft melted heart, and was: a wonder to usall. 
His end was edifying. The Lamb and: his wounds was 
the only thing ‘he fpoke of in his ficknefs, ‘and which | 
gave him any joy. Once'when fomebody ‘afked him, — 
how he did? he pointed with his finger towards his 
‘hand, ‘to intimate that he was meditating on the wounds 
of Jefus. Soon after he recovered his voice again, and 
began to fpeak in German:.. “I love our Saviour 
Loring © exceed- 
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“© exceedingly, Iam very glad that I fhall foon go to 
“© him; wilt thou mot foon come too?” Then he defired 
them to fing German and Greenland verfes. At laft he 
kiffed the miffionary’s hand and faid: <* I love thee very 
“© much,” © Direétly after,- it was as if his breath would 
ftop its motion, but he opened his eyes once more,- 
looked round, and began ta ding: ‘* Sleep in the Lamb’s 
Gaieguere, &c.) but the tongue had no ftrength to go 
any further, Thefe were his laft words; we fung that. 
fame verfe to the end, and then during the words: 
“€ The foul of Chrift thee fanétify,” 8c. he flept fo foftly 
away, that it was fcarce to be perceived. His name will 
never be mentioned among us without the moft pleafing 
fentiments of affection, though it will always revive the 
pain at his lofs. ‚But we congratulate him to his reft 
with all our hearts. ‘* Huth, ftir not up the friend of 

« Chrift,—-wake not the foul his bride;—fome vifion 
 $® caufeth her to fmile,—fhe views his open fide. 

4.) Therefia, the widow of Daniel Simek. She was 
one of the firft booties gained by the late Samuel’s tefti- 
mony, andlived in the fame houfe, Indeed fhe. foon. 
went away again with her hufband, but their children 
gave them no reft till they returned hither in 1743. 
After fhe was admitted to the holy communion, the 
brethren difcerned a great alteration in her, and a deep 
imprefüon of the merits of Jefus., In her ficknefs. the 
declared with much joy, as well as her {welled throat 
would allow her to utter it, that her heart adhered firm 
to Jefus, and thought of nothing but his wounds. She 
alfo faid that our Saviour ‚had appeared to her in his 
crucified form. Into his hands fhe committed her fpirit. 
She left five dear hopeful children behind her, one ef 
whom is married to Johanan who was in Europe. _ 

. The laft three perfons departed within twenty four hours 

of each other, and were depofited in the earth at the fame 
time. Soon after, an unbaptized man departed this life 
alfo. .He had lived four years with his baptized friends, 
and all the while remained infenfible; but upon his 
death: bed he expreffed a longing for him, who could, 
make him happy. te ail Ye 

8.) Jonas, a boy. He was baptized this fummer, and, 
Wrought home fick. Whenone of the miffionaries rae 

calle 
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called to him, he could fay no more than this: “Tlong 
«@ to 96. to our Saviour.” He defired'to be dreffed in his 
peg fuit, viz. his beft furrs, and foon after expired’ 
foftly. be wt,” id, eee 
as Mofes. He was one of the firft inhabitants here,. 
but he foon went.off again to the wild natives, and 
wandered with them two: hundred leagues north. Yet. 
he found no reft any where, till in 1747 he yielded to 
our Saviour, and obtained holy baptifm. He was a. 
man of few words, and ftammered very much. But 
when he grew fick, he began to fpeak mightily, and 
declared that he was not afraid of death, but rejoiced at 
oing to our Saviour, and was only concerned left it 
\ould be delayed too long. Now he refts in peace. 
_ . After the burial of this man, fome of the brethren’ 
_ vifited the faGtor, whofe daughter of four years old was, 
. departed this life. She was a dear child, who. often 
enlivened‘her parents by finging the moft lovely Green- 
land verfes. One of them was called to an old fick 
Greenlander, who began to weep bitterly, and faid: 
<¢ J promifed the minifter, that'l would be our Saviour’s, 
«€ but afterwards I was almoft continually among the 
«wild people, and though I and my fon often fpoke and 
«© fung together about our Saviour when we were alone 
“in the country, yet often forgot him. ‘Therefore ~ 
<¢ T am not certain now whether he will accept of me,” 
&c. The miffionary encouraged’ him from the word of’ 
God, and directed him to the finner’s friend, who fhed 
his blood for him; upon that the old grey-headed man 
was full of joy, and a couple of days afterwards he left 
the world in a firm reliance upon our Saviour.. It was 
the fame old mar, whom Mr. Drachart baptized at his 
earneft requeft'in 1742. Sy SU a 
10.) Ruth, an old widow. She was brought hither 
fick from the Sound. ‘The few words that the fpeedy’ 
flight of her foul would admit her to utter, were: “* You 
«will probably think, that I have quite forgot our 
& Saviour, becaufe I could come to you fo feldom this 
<< fünmer; but believe me, I have really had a happy 
“ communion with him though. abfent, ‘and can go to 
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rn) Anna, Samuel Kajarnak’s widow. It muß be 
confefled,: fhe: did not come up to her/hufband; but. yet’ 
amidft/all the allurements and temptations of the 
favages (for after her hufband’s death fhe lived fome 
years with her two*brothers) {till {he was preferved, and’ 
not only fo, but our Saviour rewarded her faithful per- 
feverance’ by giving her the joy to: fee her youngeft 
brother and his four children, and her eldeft brother’s fon 
with his wife and child, brought to us by: means: of her’ 
teftimony, moft of whom are:already-baptized *. 

12.) aches. He was baptized in 1746, and in his 
ficknefs partook: of the Lord’s-fupper the firft and) laft 
time, which tranfported him with extreme joy, and the 
Greenlanders fay, that he uttered fome delightfuliexpref- 
fions the laft night. Among the reft, he began feveral 
times to repeat the words of inftitution at the Lord’s- 
fupper, and defired the ftanders-by to finifh them f. 


| § 8. 

Once when.the'brethren had three corpfes to interr at» 
once, they vented. themfelves in the following. words: 
* What fhall we fay to'it, that our,dear.Lord begins to., 
f* reap fo plentifully in. his. harveft? On-the one hand, . 
f* we hail our brethren and fifters to their everlafting. 
** reft in his arms and bofom ; but on the.other, we feel 
** our loying-attachment to them, and a pain which no 
*“ one can take ill at the lofs of. fo many. faithful. and: 
‘© exemplary hearts, and fome of them our.blefled fellow- 
labourers. It is a very fingular time among us. They. 
*< go fo willingly, fo happily, and fo joyfully out of the. 
* world, that. we muft needs wonder at-it; fome- of 
** them have fcarce patience.till the hour. .of their. dif- 
*° miflion ftrikes. ‘Thistheir happy. ftate of heart very, 
‘¢-much moderates and allays our {mart at our temporary 
* lofs; and befides, our dear Lord again aflays to. 
* replenifh the number. of thofe he has: called home; 

* Her eldeft brother came afterwards, and was baptized too. 

1 It is a common faying :-*“ What we think much of by day, we dream ' 
ff of. by night.” What wonder is it, if a believing‘Greenlander, who’ 
receives on his fickebed what is the true. chriftian’s higheft good in this, 
world, fhould be fo elated with joy by it, as to fhew in the’ heat of his 
fever Be his heart was full of, when Jefus entered into him and fupped 
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“for but this very day eight fouls are come to ftay with 
«us, It is a real wonder that any creature can refolve, 
“©. to come to us at this time, when it is every where. 
‘© known, that fome one dies with us almoft every day. ) 
<¢ But the heathens themfelves fee, thattrue vital chrif- - 
‘< tianity is a happy thing. ‘The edifyingend of their. 
‘@\country-peöple ‘preaches this to them, and confirms) 
<< the teftimony that they have heard from fome of them 
« at certain‘times with affected hearts, and alfo con- 
«© vinces them of the truth of thefe lines; Kölle 
‚€ Chrift’s kingdom is not fancy’s fcheme, |) 
o4¢ Nor yet a midnight’s empty dream, zer 
“ As fome fay in prophane derifion”, 


er 


"THE TWENTY-FIRST YEAR, 1753. ° © 


STH 

cs dg cuftomary new-year’s ‘vigil was prfevent- 

:# ed by a’ terrible ftorm;” but at the commence- 
ment of this year, the promife given them to’ begin the’ 
former year with, ‘Yet will il gather others, befides thofe that 
are gathered, was \aid to heart, and at the recapitulation - 
of the moft memorable occurrences, the Lord and Sa- 
viour of his body, was praifed for the increafe of fifty-two 
baptized laft year, thirty-fix communicants, feven new 
married pairs, and fifteen pair, who, having been mar- 
ried before, received the church’s bleffing to their’ 
chriftian-like marriage. Forty fouls had been tranfplant- 
ed toa better world, and the number ‘of baptized left here’ | 
below, was 317, befides a good many catechumens. A’ 
thank-offering, enlivened with joy, and moiftened with 
cönfcious tears, was fung’unto the Lord for the grace,’ 
riurture and prefervation that the whole congregation and” 
each member of it had experienced, and particularly for’ 
the bleffed time of the vifitation. They had alfo a long- 
ing . expectation .of new bleflings; nor were thefe 
bleffings withheld this year, in proportion as the hearts» 
ef the people were prepared forthem. ‘9 § mat 
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§ 2. 


The other fheep, not yet in the fold, were not forgot= 


ten, butthe brethren early in the year laid to heart the 
vifiting them and rendering them more affiftance, by 
which the raw favazes always got an opportunity to hear in 
fome meafure the things which belonged to their peace, 
* Towards the end of the foregoing' year they made fuch a 
vifit in Kangek and the neighbouring iflands, which 
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their diary {peaks of as follows : 


“ Dec. 12, we came to Kangek, and lodged with 
our old acquaintance Kainzk. The people received 
us in a hofpitable manner, and I told them how 
much our Saviour loved them, and how gladly he 


"would impart to them the falvation in his blood. At 


going to fleep, we fung fome Greenland verfes. The 
13th, before the men went abroad, I {poke on our Sa- 
viour’s thirft on the;erofs, and in the evening on the 
words: Come unto me, &c. how our Saviour very foon 
comforts aman with his blood, who is troubled that 
he did not know him and love him fooner. The 
14th, in the morning, I {poke on the words: 4 light 
to lighten the Gentiles. Afterwards we had fome impor- 


‘ tant difcourfe with our hoft and his wife. Amongft 


the reft, I faid: “ After all, you belong to our Sa- 
viour, juft as you are ; and I am perfuaded he will cer- 
tainly get you and yours, and baptize you with his 
blood.” ‘Thereupon the woman faid: ‘ Hannefe, 
doft thou believe this of us in good earneft ?” I faid, 
Yes, and till then you will never get rid of the uneafi- 
nefs of your heart.” Upon this they both began to 
weep. The ısth, I {poke of the hunger and thirft of 
the foul after our Saviour, and how he manifefts him- 
felf to fuch as do hunger. Then I went further and 
vifited in five houfes. I {poke to the people there about 
their Creator, how he became Man, and redeemed 
them with his blood. Some of them would needs 
treat it as a romance: but when I bid them take 
notice of their hearts, whether they were not. ftruck 
with thefe things, and obliged to fay Yes to them, 
though their heads would reafon and argue them 
Vor. II. EN “© away; 
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Another vifit this winter is fpecified as follows: “ Jan,, 
. 20, we difpatched two kajaks with provifions for our, 
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friends, whom fhe found among them. But Kainek 


* An’old German hymn fays: Reafot refifts the, fcheme of faith, &ce 
One that loves darknefs rather than light, eafily finds out objeétions, where- 
by to drown the voice of the heart and confcience which are ftirred up by 
the gofpel 5 and it is poffible he may carry it fo far, as to fall under the aw -- 
ful judgment of being never more counted worthy of feeing that light which 
lighteth every man. No Greenlander is too ftupid and flothful for this, 


away; they were dumb and afhamed *. This had fo _ 


much good effect, that on the 16th, in the morning, — 
fome of them defired to hear more of this matter. 
Then I croffed the land to two other houfes. Some of 
thefe people were ignorant, and fome were virulent. 
I begged them with a forrowful heart, not to negle&t 


the time in which redemption and reconciliation was — 


made known and tendered to them. "This brought 
fome of them.to attention, but others faid ; “* We’ 
cannot comprehend fuch things, we are'not ufed to’ 
Size ur. | 5 ea ke. 


. 


brethren Soerenfen and Ballenhorft, who: twelve days, 


peéted back, becaufe a ftormy wind had brought a, 
great deal of ice into the bay. “But behold, before we, 


' were aware, they came hömMe in moft fhocking wea-, 


ther, and brought with them fome booties that we, 
had long and ardently wifhed for, viz. Kainzk with, 
his whole family, whom we have been acquainted’ 


with fince 1739, and who has been ftirred up for, 


fome years. ‘The afpect of thefe travellers was fright~ 
ful, for they were clad in ice like a coat of mail, 
which gathered around them from the froft-fmoak_ 
fteaming from the ‘fea through the exceffive cold, 
The ftrand foon {warmed with people, for they all, 
rejoiced at the arrival of new candidates for the king- 
dom of God.” es a 


“ago went to Kangek, but cou?t not-foon be ex-, . 


Our brethren vifited all the houfes in Kangek, and. : 
fought after hearts hungry and diftrefled, but this time 
met with few fuch. They perceived that the word of 
Jefus’s fufferings had excited a feeling in the hearts of 
fome Southlanders, who came there laft autumn. Our 
Zippora fpoke with livelinefs and courage to fome of her 
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and his family was the main object this vifit aimed at, 
and our Saviour has at laft profpered it, fo that we can 
rejoice and thank him for it. | | 

This man was one of the firft Southlanders that got 
acquainted with the brethren in 1739, and did not go 
away without being touched. But as he was of a good 
family*, and made a great figure among the Green- 
landers, fo that they looked upon him as a prince, it 
was a long while before he could refolve to relinquith his 
fmall modicum of fancied honour and reputation, and 
give himfelf to our Saviour; for following Chrift, is at- 
tended with ignominy and derifion among the Green- 
landers as well as others. ‘Therefore one while he 
betook himfelf to the fouth, and another while to the 
north, but could never fly from a reftlefs heart, let him 
fly where he would. ‘This was the man, who has been 
feveral times mentioned fince 1744, as having beat 
Kuanak till he crippled him, as having lain in wait for 
the lives of feveral of the baptized, and threatened to fet 
the brethren’s houfe on fire, becaufe they took a woman 
under their protection, who fled to them to avoid mar- 

ing him w. compulfion, though afterwards he accom- 
plifhed his defign of carrying away this perfon. How- 
ever this very woman was the means of his getting to 
hear the word of God feveral times, which blew up more 
and more the fpark that had long lain dormant in him, 
and which he would gladly have fmothered, ‘but could 
not. Hehad many times begged to be baptized, but 
could not determine to change the place of his abode; 
but now the brethren did not think it proper to defer his 
baptifm any longer, in hopes that his outward circum- 
ftances would give way of themfglves, as foon as the 
blood of Jefus fhould endow ‘him with inclination and 
power to break through every thing. Therefore they 
went to fetch him to the congregation-day on the rgth 
of January, which was the memorial-day of. the Green- 
land miffion. But as a ftorm then prevented their return, 
he was numbered that day, though abfent, among the 
candidates for baptifm, and thofe brethren aflured him 
that he fhould be baptized foon. ‘This filled: him with 


* That is, when a man can boaft that’ he is defcended frém a father, 
grandfather, and great-grandfather, who were all renowned feal-catchers. 
2 {uch 
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fuch joy, that he went with them dire&lly to beg for 
holy baptifm, which grace he was foon after made 
partaker of. He was obliged to go back to his own 
home again, but came almoft every Sunday with his 
family, and on the next congregation-day he had the 
pleafure of being a fpectator of the baptifin of his wife. - 
He was named J/aac, and fhe Sarah. As foon as they » 
could leave their winter-houfes, he moved to his teachers 
with moft of his domeftics, who were upwards of twenty 
in number, and he faw one after another partake of 
the baptifmal grace. In the interim he was frequently: 
vifited at the place of his abode; and as this man’s con=° 
verfion made a great noife and a new ftirring, the 
brethren had a great many eager hearers for fome time, 
who made preparation to follow him. $i 


| N . 
‘There was not a week in winter, nor fcarce a day in 
fummer, without the vifits of ftrangers out of the neigh- 
bourhood, and often from remote places in the fouth and 
north. ‘'Moft of them attended the public meetings, and 
if there was any thing that they did not; rightly under- 
ftand, it was explained better to their conception, and 
brought nearer to their hearts by our baptized at their 
vifits in the Greenland houfes; by this means: many a 
one carried away an uneafinefs and concern, which 
required time to operate infenfibly in fecret. ‘Thus one, 
whofe wife and children were full of longing, faid: - 
** Pray do-not tell me always fo much about the Saviour, 
“< or elfe I fhall become a believer too; and at prefent | 
<¢ I have no mind, for I muft go'to the north once more 
to trade; and befides, I am afraid my wife and children 
** will give me no reft, and I am reftlefs enough without 
*¢ it.” Another faid to the miffionary, when he was 
going to keep a meeting in a houfe at Kangek: ° 
* Hear, you! fay no more of that, for it makes me 
*¢ anxious.” He was anfwered: “If thow wilt not © 
““ hear, then go thy way, for the other people will — 
‘¢ hear.” One of them told his wife, as an excufe why 
he did not move to the believers, that fome years ago he — 
had reviled their doctrine. 
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A great dearth broke out again amöng. the heathen, 
which was the cafe almoft every fpring, and many came 
to our Greenlanders to buy food. Some, who had 
fomething in their hearts before, took this opportunity - 
to ftay there, and others that went away again, heard 
however the gofpel, and did not go away empty. 

_A couple of traders who had fpent the winter feveral 
leagues off in the north, and had told the heathen fome- 
thing for their edification, when they returned, drew 
fome families after them into this’ country, that they 
might be nearer to the found of the gofpel.  Thefe came 
on a vifit from time to time, and part of them defired . 
their names to be wrote down, asa token that they 
intended fometime to remove hither entirely. 


§ 5. 


With refpec&t to the heathen that lived’ in the neigh- 
bourhood, it was a great benefit for the miflionaries that 
_ they had helpers of this nation, who looked upon them- 
felves as bound (even more than others, who did not 
hide the grace they had received neither,) to proclaim 
the gofpel, and encourage them to believe.» Among 
thefe Daniel, a lively witnefs*, intimated more than 
once, that he could snot be eafy till he had invited his 
brothers and acquaintance in the north.to the fruition of 
their falyation. ‘The brethren could not corroborate his 
intention by their advice, in confideration of the many 
dangers it would expofe him to inwardly and outwardly ; 
but his urgent folicitations obliged them to acquiefce in 
his undertaking, and they difmified him with the bleil- 
ing of the congregation in the company of Jonas, another 

of the Greenland helpers. ‘tg 
. Not long after, the brethren were greatly alarmed 
about them; for a certain family came down: from the 
north, and told them a difmal tale, that their children 
had been taken away by a pirate, and they, the parents, 
had been very ill ufed by blows and thrufts with their 
guns, becaufe they would not give up their children. 
At laff when they were at a lofs how to help themfelves, 
they called aloud the names of the miffionary and factor, 
and pointed to the land with their hand as if they were 
= )-° % He departed to his Lord after I went away in 1762. 
3 near 
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near at hand, Then the. robbers let them and their 
ehildren go, but fhot after them feveral times. ‘They 
alfo obferved, that there muft have been other Green-. 
Janders in the fhip, whom they had ftolen. Therefore 
there was reafon to fear that our two Greenlanders,: who 
were very fine young men, were carried away teo. 
But foon after, they came home fafe and chearful, and 
brought fome of their relations with them. awd 
had travelled 140 Jeagues north, and had declare 
with freedom and boldnefs the word of Atonement 
wherever they met with any people, and particularly 
« among their relations. In fome places they found is 
-and defirous fouls. However, there was no want of 
reproach neither. ‘* We have alfo experienced (faid 
‚“* they) how it is to be a long time abfent from our 
< brethren, and in the midft of unbelievers. We were 
< like ignorant children among them, and were 
<< eftranged to their wayssand manners.” The brother 
of one of them, and his whole family, were on’ their 
way to come hither, but as he fell into the pirate’s hands, 
who robbed him of all his houfhold-goods and his kaiak, 
he was intimidated from the profecution of his voyage; 
however, he was prevailed on to follow his brother. 
But thefe were not the only booties. gained by this 
pilgrimage, for the enfuing year put feveral into’ the 
brethren’s hands, who had heard at this time from the 
lips of their countrymen how happy it is to live with 
Jefus. Baas | nn, t 
| § 6. | 

In the mean time, the largeft part of the Greenlanders 
had been on the capelin-fifhery under the infpedion of — 
_ one of the miffionaries, and had very blefledly celebrated — 
on the payement of the rocks the Whitfun-feftival, which — 
_ commonly falls in this interval. After that was over, 
they repaired to the Sound a feal-catching*. They 
were fo diligent and fortunate, that they could difpofe of — 
a confiderable quantity of blubber to the fa€tor, without | 


ry 
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abridging their own necefiary {tores.: 


* One of them flruck a young whale this fummer twenty-five feet long, © 
which is a very rare thing in thefe parts, \ = F 
| | Thee 
| k 


RELATION oF NEW-HERRNAUTE, 1753. , 199 
The greateft joy was, that they had been preferved in 
health and fafety amidft many-dangers. It was an un- 
taveurable tempeftuous cold fummer, the fnow fell every 
month ; in January there was horrible cold weather, 
in June the froft prevailed again, and in Augult a great 
deal of drift-ice made its appearance. They were often 
overlet in their boats, yet only one perifhed. A ftrong 
wind carried away the. kaiak of one man from the land 
into the fea, while he was hunting afhore ; he jumped upon 
a piece of ice and paddled after it with his hands. Mean 
while one piece of the ice after another broke off, and 
at laft when he had recovered his kaiak, and ftepped into 
it with one foot, the reft of the ice, on which his other — 
foot ftood, broke quite.to pieces. Another was obliged to 
make his retreat in February on a piece of ice, and draw 
his kaiak to him; there was he forced to fit all the night 
in his wet cloaths, for at ftepping out, he had fallen 
into the water up to his breaft. The current drove the 
ice out to fea, and he faw no deliverance. At latt the 
ice feparated fo far, that he could make his way through 
it to land.. A little before Chriftmas, an European 
brother being fhooting eider-fowls on the land, faw an 
over-turned kaiak driving in the water; he had two 
Greenlanders with him to fetch the fowls out of the 
water in their kaiaks as he fhot them, and thefe he 
difpatched after it. They foon. brought a poor boy of 
the colony to land, who was almoft frozen to death, 
but they put their dry cloaths on him, and carried him 
to his habitation. | 
- In fummer the miffionaries and all in their houfe were 
vifited with various diforders. Moft of them had 
eruptions like St. Anthony’s-fire, and fome fore throats 
or the rafh. Therefore they could vifit but feldom 
abroad, and only with the Greenlanders that went to 
and fro. Being once upon fuch a voyage, a violent 
fnow fo bewildered them, that they fteered a wrong 
- ceurfe, and when they came at laft to land, they had 
fearce fet foot afhore before the women’s-boat went to 
pieces from the weight of the feals they had loaded it 
with; fo that it was apparent to every body how faith- 
fully the angel of the Lord had kept his hand over 


' them. 
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At entering their ibmcidewellings, they mifled two 
families. They had not indeed been baptized by the 
brethren, but they had been awhile under their care. 
One of them was the happily -departed Jacob’s widow and 
children, who removed her quarters again to the 
colony. | 

The other family came away from Frederic’s-hope laft 
year, where theman, whofename was Jacob, had been 
embroiled ina quarrel. Theythenintendedtohaveproceed- 
ed northwards to their heathenifh countrymen, but were 
perfuaded by their believing relations to ftay here. 
This year they had a mind to profecute their travels to 
the north. . In the mean time the man was perfuaded by 
a Dutch fhip to go to Europe, and fent a meflage to 
- recommend his wife and children to the brethren’s care 


during his abfence. As foon as they heard of this odd -. 


affair, they haftened to fetch him back, but came too 
late. As this man was afterwards made a fhow of in. 
Holland for money, fome friends could not help thinking 
from his deportment, that he was baptized by the 
brethren, and had been either enticed or forced away. 
The circumftances: that difcovered this, merit a more 
ample recital. Firft they repeated the names of the 
miflionartes to him; but as they are only known to the 
Greenlanders by their chriftian names, he did not under- 
ftand them. Then they fung the tune of the hymn: 
“« ‘The Saviour’s blood and» righteoufnefs,” &c. The 
Greenlander fell in with it dire@ly, and went on fing- 
ing fome verfes in that tune. In order now to find out 
whether he was one of the German, or Danifh miffion, 
they fung a tune that was not in the common hymn- 
books, viz. *“ Only matchlefs heart! this fhall be for 
me, my repaft, my heaven here,” &c. He alfo fung 
fome verfes in this tune. In the mean time more fpec- 
tators had gathered round him; to thefe the Greenlander. 


began to keep adifcourfe, they could only underftand — 


the words Jefus Chrift, but could conjedture from his 
geftures, from his often pointing to the finery ofthe 
room with a contemptuous mien, from his fmiting with — 
his hand upon his heart, and falling upon his knees,- 
that he would recommend to them a contempt for. the 

world, 


= 
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world, and would extol the love of Jefus, in the fuppo- 
fition that he had a parcel of heathen before him. Every 
body was amazed at it. But as it made a noife in the _ 
city, and the feamen were afraid they fhould be called 
to account for it, they conveyed him aboard the fhip | 

cain. In the mean time notice was given of it to 
Mätchewy Stach, who was then in Herrnhuth. He made 
all fpeed to Amfterdam, to deliver him from this odd 
fituation difagreeable for a human creature ; but he came 
too late, fo. he died in the mean time, and (according 
to a certificate of the minifter) had been buried in the 
church-yard of Nieuendam. Brother Stach had reafon 
to conclude from all circumftances, that he came away 
voluntarily, and that this voyage had turned out a blefl- 
ing to him, and for the deliverance of his foul, feeing he 
had intended to go among the favages again. The 
family he left behind him, repaired to their own relations, 
and wandered with them to the north. 


§ 8. 


This diminution of fix people was richly made up by 
fixty-feven new ones, which was more than tenfold; 
and thefe afforded fuch good hopes, that fome of them, 
who had lived fome years in the adjacent places and been 
inftrudted, were direCtly numbered among the candidates 
for baptifm. © When .all were together, they renewed 
their cuftomary autumn-arrangements, and regulated all 
the inhabitants, baptized and unbaptized, and whoever 
could and would be taught (and indeed they all would) 
into fifty-two clafles, twenty-one among the men and: 
thirty-one among the women. They began a new 
catechifation of the baptized, and the children were every 
day catechifed in a body together, befides their fchool- 
hours, when each fex was taught feparately. The 
fingle brethren and boys built a feparate houfe for them- 
felves, where they might live and fleep during the winter. 
The catechift confecrated it with a difcourfe and prayer, 
and they kept alfo a love-feaft at their entrance. He 
took the fpecial infpedtion of it upon himfelf, and as he 
had the inftruction of the boys committed to him, fo he 
alfo took’care that each of them might be provided in 
due time with a kaiak and all neceflary tackle, which 

was 
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was given out of the common magazine to {uch as had 


‘no father or proper matter. en aie 
- The ufual Sunday’s and week-day meetings were con- 
tinued with new grace, and the Greenlanders did not 
like to mifs any of them. without neceffity. But as the 
meetings were obliged to. be kept by lamp-light both 
morning and evening, on account of the exceeding fhort 
winter-days, that the Greenlanders might not be hindered 


in procuring food; therefore it was reprefented to them — 


as reafonable, that they fhould. provide the lamp-oil | 


themfelves according to their ability, which had hitherto 
been bought. by the brethren of them. They. confented 
quite willingly to it, and collected fo much together, 

‚that there was even an overplus, which they gave to fome 
poor people, wi feds a 


_ 


" One ignorant foul after another of the new inhabitants 


was enlightned, and filled with a true longing after 


falvation in the blood of. Jefus; which one exprefled 
more, another lefs, but all intimated it. by their words, 
and often by their tears, fo that there was no room left 


to doubt of the fincerity of their mind. In confequence — 


ef this, thirty-two fouls were embodied this year into 
the congregation by holy baptifm. Ifaac Kainzk was 
the firft, and his fifter’s daughter Maria Therefa Arnakok 
was the laft. tiie N 
"Twenty-eight baptized were admitted to the holy 
the fixty-feven new. inhabitants died without baptifm, 
but they had heard the gofpel, and not without blefling. 
Among the feventeen baptized, that went to their eternal 
_ home, the five following are the moft obfervable. — 
2.) Hedwig, was baptized in 1746, became a commu~ 


nicant in 1750, and this year entered the married ftate. © 
Her courfe of life was fimple, and in humility joyful, — 


and thence liable to few yicifitudes. At the. capelin- 


fifhery in Piflikfarbik fhe was feized with a violent colic, — 
and jaundice. When it was thought fhe had loft her — 
{peech, fhe began to fing; “¢ Ah my heart’s lovely Jefus — 
<< Chrift,— Thou haft the fofteft bed,—where thy — 


< fabbatic hearts can reft,” &c. She pointed upwards 
| with 


n 


a 


ne 


communion, and fix pairs joined in marriage. Five of — 
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with her finger, and afked thofe who ftood round her, 
if they could not fee our Saviour ftanding there with his 
wounds, and waiting for her. Thefe were her laft 
words, and foon after fhe fell fweetly afleep. Her 
exanimate body was brought to Newherrnhuth, and 
there buried. Laat ae ath 

2.) Beata, entered into reft after a three days hard 
and fruitlefs labour in childbed; a rare inftance among 
the Greenlanders. On the other hand, the lately-depart- 
ed Mofes’s widow ran home from fifhing onthe ice, and 
when fhe found fome ftrangers in the houfe, retired to a 
Greenland ftore-houfe, and there bore a fine fon, which 
fhe brought directly after to be baptized. | 

3.) Thomas, was pulled over in his kaiak by. a feal *. 
After fome days he was found again, and buried here, 
He came hither in 1743 with his brother Nathanael, was 
baptized the year after, and admitted to the holy com- 
munion 1750. He was twice married, and conducted 
himfelf in that ftate like a prieft of God. He was ofa 
lively temper and a pleafant converfation. But the jewel 
that made him moft valuable and agreeable was, a heart 
penetrated by the fufferings of God, fo that he rejoiced 
whenever he heard any thing fpoken or fung of the 
wounds of Jefus. | 

4.) Helena, was one ofthe firft that were awakened 
‘ and dwelt at Newherrnhuth, but went foon after with 
her late hufband Laban again to the north; yet as they 
could find no reft any where, they came here again in 
1743. Since her being made partaker of baptifm and | 
the Lord’s-fupper, fhe has led a quiet happy life in the 
converfe with our Saviour; and in her long paralytic 
diforder fhe rejoiced all that vifited her with her bright 
ferene countenance, and her animating difcourfe about 
the ardent expectation fhe had of her releafe. 

5.) Boaz, alias Okkomiak, was one of the firft inhabi- 
fants here, but the brethren were obliged to wait for 
his entire converfion til] the twelfth year. He came to 
us in.r738 with his brother-in-law Samuel Kajarnak. 
But when the affaffins murdered his brother Innungeitfok 
in 1739, and lay in wait for his life, Samuel conveyed 

* This pulling-over happens, when the ftring that the bladder is fafteneé . 


2 entangles about the kajak or the body of the man, and confequently 
man is drawn under water by it, 


2og HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B. VII. 
him to the fouth for fafety. In 1740 he came back, but 
foon proceeded further north with his brother Tuffillartok. 
But the uneafinefs of his heart drew him back again into 


weg 


this country. Yet he held out till 1749 before he. : 


entirely difengaged himfelf from the favages, and all this 
while his now happily departed fifter Anna was forced 
to take up her abode conftantly with him. At laft 
he drew nearer, and as he had long counted the coft, 
he now gave himfelf up without any further demurr to 
the boa and his congregation. ri was baptized in 
1750, partook of the Lord’s-fupper in 1752, and foon 


- after was blefled to his marriage entered upon among — 


the heathen. He had a tender feeling of our Saviour, 
an unfeigned brotherly love, a lowly mind, and an 
humble walk. He was an edification to every body in 
his’ ficknefs, and no one that faw him could refrain 
from tears of joy. Something like Jefus fhone out of. 
his face, and as-he was otherwife of a filent difpofition, 
his expreffions of the wounds of Jefus, which his living 
faith now hoped to be gratified with the fight of, made 
fo much the greater impreffion. When his brother, and 
fome of his acquaintance ftill among the heathen, vifit- 
ed him on his fick bed, he recommended the happinefs 
he had found, in fuch a lovely manner to them, that 
they promifed with tears to, feek after it too. He re- 
tained his fenfes to the laft, and often cried out: *@ 


«ee how beautiful! O how delightful!” And when he was 


afked, what it was? he anfwered, “ Ady Saviour ! his 
*¢ qwounds!” In this manner he departed hence to his 
everlafting abode with a fmiling countenance, and left 
an indelible impreffion upon all prefent, , ee 


| '$10 

I fhall clofe this year’s account with fome incidental 

circumftances.. The fhip arrived June 14, and failed 
again in Auguft for Frederic’s-Hope, but within three 
weeks it returned again, having fuftained much damage 
and been expofed to much danger in ftorms and ice. 
Confequently the fouth-colony was obliged to fete 


4 


Mr. Buch the miffionary there, came here on a vifite 


a, a me 


their provifions from hence, and by this opportunity — 


; 
H 
i 


: 
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_ This yeat one of the fervants of the factory returned 
from a voyage fouthwards for the difcovery of the eaft- 
file of Greenland. It feems as if he had pufhed forward 
afew leagues further than Mr. Egede had done, and 
met with feveral good providing-places and many peo- 
ple, but there was fo much ice, that according to his. . 
opinion it would be difficult to land there, except in the 
month of September. : | 
Three years ago, two baptized families moved from 
another colony to their relations in New-Herrnhut, and 
brought a hearty letter of recommendation from their 
miflionary to the brethren; and laft year they went 
back again with a teftimony of their good behaviour, 
and a letter to the miffionary.. This occafioned the 
following anfwer, which, for the fake of its edifying 
contents, | muft beg leave to communicate, tranflated 
from the Danifh, and omitting unneceflary particulars. 


« Sincerely beloved friend and brother in our com- 
*¢ mon Saviour ! 
~** Tam greatly obliged to you, and owe you my beft 
** thanks for your kind letter by the baptized Green- 
“* landers, who arrived here laft autumn; and having 
** an opportunity by fome Greenlanders going into your 
** parts, I now tranfmit you my acknowledgements by 
‘ thefe few lines with the utmoft integrity and af- 
“ feétion. reel | 
*© It gave me great joy, and excited me to blefs and 
““ praife the Lord, when I faw.by your letter, and 
** heard by the verbal relation of the Greenlanders, that 
“ the faithful Saviour daily accomplifhes his gracious’ 
“ promifes, and bleffes the publication of the gofpel of 
** his death and blood to many fouls, whom, as the 
€ true Friend of men, he attracts and allures to him- 
** felf, as a reward for the anguith and diftrefs which he 
** underwent for them; and alfo that in general he is 
* daily near to you, my dear brethren, with the bleffed. 
_ © fruits and-effecéts of his death and blood. - N 
*¢ With refpect to me poor creature, I can praife my 
“ merciful Saviour, that I know and believe, ally my 
 falvation depends on ıny knowing the crucified Jefus, 
“ and being found in him, and that I have asrigh- 
“ teoufnefs 


n 


“no nH wm 


wn fe A an 


- 
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€ teoufnefs not made up of good works and external 
“¢ piety, but by faith in Jefus Chrift, with which alone 
bi, ious go to meet the refurrection of the dead. This 
<c is alfo what I inceflantly declare to the poor Green-. 
<< Janders, according to the grace and power that our 
<< dear Saviour himfelf endows me with. I alfa tell 


<< them the unfathomable riches of the grace of Jefus : 


“¢ for all that turn to him as poor loft finners, and 
<¢ accept in faith the atonement and reconciliation 
<< which he made by his agony and blood-fhedding. 
ct And this laft winter he has blefled this fimple word 
<< of the crofs to fome fouls, who have a feeling in their 
ec hearts that they need a Saviour, and whom I have 
<¢ baptized. ‘Thefe, and the children born to the 


ec Greenlanders baptized before, amount: to thirty-five 


<< fouls. May. the benign Saviour, who has begun te 


cc Jead them to the blefled knowledge of his grace, re= _ 


<< yeal himfelf further to their poor hearts, as him that 
<<. imparts falvation and happinef$. May he grant them 
< to experience what power lies in his blood to forgive,’ 
<< purify and fanétify them, yea to make them perfectly 
<< happy in time and eternity. er Er 


« In the fpring of the year 12752, an epidemical’ — 


<< difeafe raged among the Greenlanders in our neigh- 
<¢ bourhood, of which half of the baptized people, and’ 
<¢ an incredible number of the heathen died very fud~' 
<< denly. This mortality lafted the whole fummer,’ 
<¢ but towards autumn moft of them withdrew further 
«€ north, where it feems death followed and cut off moft’ 
«<< of them. But mercy has hitherto fpared mine, and’ 
«© thofe that dwell with me. 


Now my dear friend and brother, pray greet your‘, 
<<: whole houfe, and all that love the Lord Jefus, from’ 


<< me, your poor but fincerely affeCtionate brother, 
s¢ through the grace of our Saviour. May the grace of’ 


<< our Lord Jefus be: with you all, and grant oy ‘to’ i 
2 


“6 enjoy daily the fruits of his death and. blood. hink’ 


<< alfo on me, when you lie in the duft at our Saviour’s’ ¥ 
<< feet, and pray for me. This good hope I have in 
« you, (O that I could but fee you and fpeak with — 
<¢ you!) and in this hope I conclude, with repeated 
ss hearty falutations from me and my colleagues, a 
“ wit 
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‘* with renewed withes of every blefüng' for foul and’ 
“< body, and remain, &¢.” ne | 


Tus TWEnTY-sEcCoND Year, 1954. 


gu: Zr | { 

HIS year was remarkable beyond all others, iz’ 

i that the Lord in his wifdom (often unfearchable to' 
man) was pleafed fo to vifit the Greenland congregation, 
that near fixty baptized, without’ reckoning the unbap- 
tized catechumens, were tranflocated out of this time 
into a happy eternity, which never happened, to fuch an 
amount, before nor fince. ‘No month but January and 
December, was free from inftances of mortality. 1 fhall 
now proceed to give the account of them, month after 
month, and fubjoin fome inward’ and outward: circum~ 
ffances relating to the courfe of the Greenland’ con- 
gregation. ln hae waned eC SRR aa 
The year was begun with the holy communion, at- 
which they could be all prefent this time, viz. 146 
perfons, for they were all in good bodily health, and in 
fuch a fituation of heart, that the brethren could rejoice 

in them. - | 

The feftival and memorial days, that fell out in this 
month, were celebrated with grace and joy, viz. Epiphany, 
which is the Heathen’s feftival, and the roth of January, 

which is the memorial-day of the Greenland miffion. 
On the firft’ of thefe, viz. fies 6, was a fermen on Luke 
xi. 28. Bleffed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it; 
and in the afternoon on Eph. ii. 19, 20. Now therefore ye 
are no more firangers and foreigners, Ca cage with the 
Saints, and of the houfbold of Gods and are built upon the foun= 
dation of the apoftles and prophets, Fejus Chrift himfelf being the 
chief corner-ftone. In the application, fomething was {aid 
about the reception among the candidates for baptifm, 
what fuch new domeftics of God’s houfhold have to 
| enjoy, and how they ought to deport themfelves in the 
profpect of baptifm and the other privileges of the houfe 
of God, which they have to await. Then fixteen perfons 
were received, viz. two married men, one finele man, 
three married women, five widows, and’ five fingle 
women, 
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women. . Afterwards fome unbaptized came and ex- 
preffed their forrow with weeping eyes, that their hopes 
of reception had mifcarried, and begged they might not 
be forgotten. | aa 
Jan. 19, was the monthly congregation-day. Ac- 
counts were read from other re among the 
heathen: Then was the preaching on Jer. xxix. 11. 
I know the thoughts that I think towards you, faith the Lord, 
thoughts of peace, &c. At which the teacher’s as well as 
the hearers tears flowed more readily than the words. 
Afterwards four perfons were baptized, and a fick wo- — 
man in her houfe. At the feftival agape they called to 
_ mind, to the praife of our Saviour, what an afpect — 
things had here twenty-one years ago, and what had 
been done on this nation fince that time. Next, the 
congregation-day’s leflon was read and illuftrated, which 
is commonly one of the Pfalms, or a chapter out of 
the prophets. Then a widow was received among the 
candidates for baptifm, and all was concluded with 
prayer and thankfgiving kneeling. Yale te 
The other three Sundays of this month, viz. Jan. 13, 
20 and 27, were folemnized as ufual. In the Sunday 
morning-meeting, a part of the litany of the life, fut- 
ferings and death of Jefus was prayed; then a fhort ex- 
hortation was given to each choir, and f ing fung 
and prayed with the fucklings. It was often obferved 
of this laft, that a peculiar prefence of our Saviour was 
perceived, who ordains himfelf praife from babes. The 
texts of the afternoon’s fermons were taken out of Eph. 
v. 2. of the returns of love to Chrift, who loved us fo as 
to die for us; out of J/a. li. 1, 2. of the hole of the rock 
in the holy fide of Jefus, from whence all believers — 
were born, and from whence they derive their daily 
nourifhment ; and laftly out of Ya. Ixi. 10. of the 
robe of righteoufnefs in the blood of Chrift. The laft . 
public meeting on Sundays for the church-litany, was : 
always enlivened with particular grace, and was not off 
willingly miffed by any one. | “ $ 
The week-day meetings could not always be kept in - 
proper order, becaufe fuch drifts of {now were ‘often 
whirled about, that the people could not fet their foot — 
out of doors. At fuch times the Greenland helpers ces 3 
a thort — 


, ; 
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a fhort exhortation or finging-hour in their houfes ; 
and once or twice every week one of them kept a dif- 
courfe in the meeting-hall. The brethren improved fuch 
days of reft in perfecting themfelves in the language, 
tranflating fomething, or reading the inftructive ac- 
counts and letters fent from Europe. But the Green- 
landers that were gone abroad to. catch birds before fuch 
ftorms, fell frequently into the moft extreme danger, 
efpecially when great quantities of ice came driving 
again into the inlet. Some were obliged to make their 
retreat on an uninhabited ifland ; fome overfet, and 
“were brought to themfelves, after they had’ been half 
dead and frozen; and fome having fpent the cold night 
on a piece of ice, were obliged either to go above two | 
leagues over it carrying their kaiaks, the ice breaking 
often under them, or to make their way through it. 


§ 2. 

In February, things proceeded in the fame bieffed 
track, but their outward circumftances were no better, 
The feaft of the prefentation of Jefus in the temple on 
the 2d of February, being Sunday, was accordingly 
celebrated ; only that on account of the bad weather, a 
fermon was kept on Luke ii. inftead of the choir-meet- 
ings, and in the application the widowers and widows 
were wifhed fuch a joy at the confolation of Ifrael, as 
Simeon and Anna felt when they faw Jefus and took 
him up in their arms. Afterwards the holy communion 
was held. | 

On the congregation-day the 17th, after public 
ee on 1 John v. 6, 7. ten perfons were baptized. 

‘hey anfwered the queftions made them with a modeft 
readineß, and let many a tear drop from their eyes. 
And after a difcourfe about reception, eight catechu- 
mens, who had repeatedly exprefied their defire, were 
received among the candidates and prayed for. 

In general the brethren found, in the conferences they 
held with the keepers of clafles or helpers, that the Holy 
Spirit wrought with great affiduity on the hearts of the 
new inhabitants, and they were rejoiced with charming 

"teftimonials fometimes of one, and fometimes of ario- 


rs 
Vor. I, =e Teatt 
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Lat month four children were born and baptized, 


\ but in this month only one. ‚A fon, was alfo born tot ie 
miffionary John Beck, who received the name of Chri- 


x 
« 


* tirely, and I will turn my eyes no more from him. 


GA 


‘cious to me, and. took me again to the enjoym 


_ftian- Renatus in baptiim. 


Verily our Saviour defpifes no maa, | though, he ‘be fig 
for nothing but. to be caft away. I was excluded the 
fellowfhip of the communicants.. Then I prayed our 
Saviour to have mercy on me. At laft he was gra- 


his flefh and blood. Then my heart. grew warm,.a 
happy anew.. Now I have given him my heart en=_ 


‚“ My 
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«© My. heart is our Saviour’s, and is one with the be- 
€ Jjevers, and our Saviour is in the midft of us.” 
* In his fickneß he often fang his favourite verfes: ** O 
«es Head fo full of bruifes, &c. Fll’ here with thee 
« continue,—tho’ poor, defpife me not,” &c. No- 
body could vifit him withöut tears of joy. When he 
obferved that his releafe drew nigh, he afked feveral 
times; if the Lord’s-fupper would not be foon again, and 
_ having fatisfied his longing the fecond inftant, he went 
to-day out.of this vale of mifery to the congregation 
above in the.feventeenth year of his age ; and our fincere 
thanks afcended with him, that our Saviour gave him to 
us, and left him fo long to our joy and fervice. 
The ıoth, the fingle frfter Shulamith followed him. 
A Sti Anthony’s fire, which fucceeded a boil that broke 
out in her face, was the means of her going to our 
Saviour, the unfeen object of her faith and love. 
The rath, the widower Barzillai followed her, the 
. eldeft man in the place. He was a perfon of fenfe and 
diftinétion among the Greenlanders, and the head of a 
numerous family, moft of whom came here with him 
oak ; or rather his children brought him. hither, 
efpecially his daughter Bathfheba, who was baptized 
long ‘before him. (See’An. 1746, $ 2.) While he 
‘was ftill among the heathen, he once afked one of the 
miffionaries: ‘* Haft thou feen the God whom thou 
“© fpeakeft fo much of?” The miffionary anfwered: 
«© ] have not yet feen him; but Ilove him with all my 
© heart, and I and all true believers fhall once fee him 
“with our bodily eyes.” This confident anfwer muft 
‘have occafioned a deep impreffion anda great deal of 
reflection in him, becaufe, after he was baptized in the 
‘year 1747, he ftill very often called it to mind. The 
‘brethren had caufe to rejoice heartily at the ftill, but 
happy walk of this old man; and yet they did not dif- 
cover til} in his ficknefs, what lay-in the deepeft recefles 
of his heart, for while he lay in racking pains of the 
colic he was extraordinary happy, and when it remitted 
in thé leaft, he fung the fweeteft verfes of the fufferings 
of God; among the reft: * My own wounds of Jefus,— 
‘mine, mine ye’re furely ;—it'is as if you were open’d 
“© purely——for me alone.” Again: ‘* Thy Spirit of glad- 
| | 0:2 “© nels 
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“ nefs give me pow’r,—heal me with all thy. bruifes ;— 

« wafh me in my departing hour—with thy fweat’s — 
és bloody juices,—and take me home, when thou fhalt 
<< pleafe,—that I in faith may end my days,—and go to 
“© thy elected.” tet oe pees eee 
“A young woman called Abigail, who was baptized 
Jan. 19, alfo went home this month. She completed 
the number of a hundred that had gone home to our 
Saviour in New-Herrnhuth, and this hundred was juft 
a quarter-part of all the Greenlanders baptized fince 
1739. Let their bones flourifh again out of their place. 
(Leclus. xlix. 10.) bide 3,6 Pare 


= =... = " 


The monftrous cold that lafted all laft month, rofe to 
fuch a pitch in March, that the windows and the ftones 
burft. At the fame time there were fuch floats of ice, 
that it was but feldom any one could put to fea, and 
when the encreafing famine ‘obliged the Greenlanders to — 
Venture out, the leaft variation of the wind put them in ~ 
imminent danger. The fingle brother Lot loft his life — 
by it. He had retreated to an ifland, and next day, when — 
he attempted to go home, he was/crufhed between the — 
ice, and driven away with it, fo that he could not be © 
faved. At laft the inlet was quite covered with ice, fo — 
that a perfon might walk on foot from: the iflands — 
fix leagues off to the colony.’ As foon as the communi — 
‘cation was open again, they faw-and heard the great — 
mifery of the poor heathen, who came in a’ ftarving — 
condition to get food. As long as our people had any ~ 
thing, they freely parted with it, and let no one go — 
hungry away. | | | ee 

They could have no thought of vifiting the heathen in — 
fuch circumftances, but they themfelves came in their 
‚ kajaks; indeed they came only out of temporal motives, — 

but yet they always heard fomething on thefe occafions, 1 
“that might be profitable for their fouls in their diftrefs, — 
and as ioon as the: paflage was fully open, one family 
came to ftay. In the mean time the teachers took a 
“particular care of the unbaptized inhabitants. They 

found moft of them very defirous of being taught, antl 


growing in the knowledge of the truth and the longing | 
after 
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after baptifm, At {peaking once with an old widower, 
he exprefled himfelf thus: °“ I am ftill very finful, and 
_ when I hear how I am to get acquainted with the 
“ Saviour, I foon forget the words again. But yet 
* Thave obferved three expreffions, which I bear con- 
“ ftantly in mind: 1.) Dear Saviour, I am good for 
* nothing, have mercy onme! 2.) Make me to believe 
“in thee. 3.) Wath me with thy blood from my defile- 
** ment, and bring me into fuch a ftate, as I fhould be 
“ in, in order to be faved.” Not long after, this man 
and four other catechumens were received among the 
candidates for baptifm. But being with the reft on the 
filhery, he left the world before he was baptized, yet in 
reliance on the merits and mercy of Jefus. 

The holy communion was in the beginning of the 
„month, and the congregation-day fell on the 25th of 
“March, the feftival of the incarnation of Jefus. The 
difcourfe was on the feftival-gofpel, Luke i. 26—38, 
adding to it the leflon out of Ja. vii. Then accounts were ° 
read from the Indian congregation at Pachgatgoch in 
New-England, and five catechumens were received. 
And as the doétrinal article of the merit of Jefus’s 
Humanity, being the ground to the fandification of the 
human foul and members, gave rife to the feftival of all 
choirs in the brethren’s congregations; fo alfo here our 
Saviour’s meritorioufly afluming and bearing the human 
frame was laid before the- believing Greenlanders, 
according to their djfferent fexes, ages and ftates, as the 
fountain and means of the fandtification of foul and 


body. 

Son after the widow Rebecca, the only grown perfon 
baptized this month, departed this life happily and with 
an earneft longing to fee her Saviour. 


§ 4. 

In April the cold broke at laft, and the ice drove from 
the land to fea. Our Greenlanders, notwithftanding 
their diftributions to the poor, had hitherto got through 
wer well, though in other places many had died again 
for hunger. And now they could go again after their 
food, and brought home fome hallibuts and feals, which 
are a rarity at this feafon. Now alfo the miflionaries 
- O3 could 


. 
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could vifit the heathen again,. and) were received and 
heard in a friendly manner by . their old acquaintance 5 
but yet in general they did not. lay the matter much ta 
heart. It was rather found, that the word made a deeper, 
impreffion on the perfectly dtrange and ignorant. Green» 
landers, than on their old acquaintance, ‚who were 
accuftomed to it. Having vifited in all, the houfes, and | 
inftru&ted all that defired it, in the way of falyation.s 
they returned home, and brought a woman on a Villt, 
and a boy to ftay, with the confent of his father. 
Then they celebrated the folemn and blefled feafon of 
Paffion-week, read every day a portion out of the Paffion- 
hiftory, fpoke with the communicants. concernin a 
Lord’s-fupper, .kept the ite oa | the | 
pedilavium with them on Thuriday, according to the 
inftruétion in John xiii; and in the night, in which our 
Lord was betrayed, they celebrated his holy facramental 
fupper. On Good-Friday in the morning, ik a 
ftrated themfelyes on their faces, and poured, out their 
thankfgiving with many tears. Some flrange heathen 
were there on a vifit, and not without cmotien atten ed 
to the inculcation of the death of Jelus in the ‚public 
‘meetings; and fome of them, who had relations already 
among us, ftayed there. | a a uff 
On Eafter-morning early, the congregation went to 
the burying-ground, called to mind the eighteen brethren 
and filters by name, who were gone home fince. laft 
Eafter; and replete with the hope of a joyful refurrec- 
tion, they prayed for everlafting fellowfhip with them and 
‚the church made perfect around the throne of Ten 
After their return. to-the chapel, a fermon was preachec 


on our participating of our Saviour’s reft in the grave 
Pp Ip 8 dak He _ . 4 „gl e 


and his refurrection; Then. followed the exhortations to 
every choir. In the afternoon ten candidates were 
fpoken with once more, and after the feftival-difcourfe 
on Rom.vi.3, 4. they. were buried into the death. of Jefus 
by holy baptitm. The day was concluded with the 
liany, at which a man was excluded the congr 
tion for bad treatment, of his domeitics, which he 
been often reproved for, but not amended. O 


- ni er x ' 
Monday, a blefled fermon was preached on the Be 
+. 
5 


ef the rifen Jefus, with the two SS ET 


wap, al 
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Emmaus, which made their hearts burn within them. 
But they ‘were obliged to fpend the third holiday in 
turning off the water that was rifen by the melting of a 
deep fnow and falling of a great rain, and poured every 
where into the houfe. Laftly they interred the corpfe of 
. the youth John, who had departed happily in a con- 

fumption. Mr, ; 
" Some days after, three pair were. married, and then 
the moft needy families betook themfelves to their pro- 
viding-places in the iflands, but came again the fecond 
Sunday after Eafter to the preaching. and congregation- 
day, ‘when the difcourfe was on the good Shepherd that 
laid down his own life for his loft fheep, and then four 
perfons were baptized. | fi 

Many Dutch-men came to the preaching, who were 
amazed to find fuch a large flock of baptized Green- 
Janders. They belonged to a fleet of fourteen whale- 
hfhers. Six of thefe veflels ran into Ball’s-River to avoid 
the ice, and lay at anchor for a fortnight a couple of 
leagues from the colony. But the other eight ‚were 
impounded by the ice without. Thefe were not the beft 
opportunities for the Greenlanders ; and if they are warned 
ever fo much againft it, yet they:cannot always with- 
ftand the allurements of a multiplicity of new things, 
efpecially of fome uncommon’ dainty ‘difh, by which it 
may well be believed many a one might ftray from his 
heart, and lofe fomewhat of his connection with our 
Saviour. Thus it happened now, that one who was 
baptized but this year, having been taxed with fome 
mifcarriage, fuffered the failors to take the advantage 
of his refentment, and perfuade him to go with them to 
Europe}: and it coft trouble enough to divert his and the 
dailors thoughts from it. ° 2 
« In other refpe&ts both the crew and the commanders 
behaved in a very friendly and difereet manner towards 
every body, and were very much pleafed and affected 
with what they faw and heard. "They alfo brought a 
dead corpfe afhore, requefting the brethren to grant it 
‘chriftian burial. On this occafion they difcovered, 
though too late, that a contagious diftemper prevailed in 
thefe veflels, at leaft in one of them. Multitudes of 

‘Greenlanders, both chriftians and heathens; had crept 
% | O 4 about 


1 
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about in every corner of every fhip, and had been treät- 
ed with foreign victuals, efpecially with peafe, which 
they eat with the greater excefs, as fharp hunger had for 
fome months pretty well whetted their appetite. Ac- 
cordingly it was not long ‘before a diforder broke out, 
firft among the favages, and then among the chriftians, 
which carried off a great many, at leait for fourteen — 
leagues round. | ft ‘ 


In May the bre*hren ee to think of colleét- 
ing wood, hunting rein-deer, and catching falmon; and 
this furnifhed them with an opportunity of vifiting the 
heathen, as well as their own fcattered congregation, 
and of bringing a trophy from this or the other place for 
our Saviour.. At this period fuch occafional vilits were 
perhaps the moft bleft; for many a wild creature that 
hardened himfelf againft the truth when he was ex- 
prefsly applied to, was unobfervedly {mitten in his heart 
upon fome outward occafion, which hes the more 
unoppofed, the lefs he regarded it at the firft. > | 

In the firft part of the month many favages came on 
a vifit: but as foon as the raging ficknefs made its ap- 
pearance among our people, bringing in its train coughs, 
ear-ach, and pleuritic ftitches, and carrying off fome- 


“body almoft every day, they fled far away through the 


fear of death, and did not foon fhew their faces again. 
But thofe new people that had moved to the brethren 
the winter or fpring: before, though they were not bap- 
tized, had yet known fo much of the happy exits of true 
chriftians, or had profited fo much by their converfation, 
that they had no thoughts of flying, but looked death 
in the face without fear. It was a little fingular, that 
the fickle reaped its harveft properly among the baptized, 
and principally out of the moft ufeful helpers. "The 
pain at their lofs, and the joy at their happy departure, 
kept an even ballance. But that tome of the moft ca- 
pable heads of families were called hence among the reft, 
and thereby much augmented the number of widows and 
orphans, which was large before, was a pain of long 
duration; becaufe the providing for them, and efpecially 

for the fucking children, accumulated the embarafiments 


of the miffionaries, and the toils of the few remaining 


able 
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able Greenlanders, though they deported themfelves in 
the affair as behoves eher, | 

The miffionaries knew not in what light they fhould 
look upon this breach among their people; whether 
they fhould conftrue itby theie words: His foul pleafed 
the Lord, therefore hafled he ta take him away, &c. { Wild. 
iv. 14.) or by thofe other: The time is come, that judg- 
ment mul begin at the houfe of God. (1 Pet. iv. 17.) At 
‘Teaft, they were induced to thoughts of the laft, becaufe 
a certain unbridled liberty had got head, to the preju- 
dice of the outward order, which never occurred again, 
at leaft not fo generally, after this great breach. But 
be this as it will, they refigned themfelves and their 
people into the hands of the faithful Creator and Re- 
deemer of their fouls, who knew how to tran{mute their 
tears into oil of gladnefs by ample confolation in thofe 
committed to their charge. 
_ »The firt that went home, was the mifüonary John 
Beck’s little daughter Elizabeth, three years old, a child 
that had-given its parents and the Greenlanders much 
joy with its,pretty carriage and finging of verfes. She 
was the firft of the European inhabitants at New-Herrn- 
huth, that was called home to our Saviour, for Mrs. 
Drachart was there only on a yifit, The texts of the 
day, when the fickle made the beginning of gathering 
fo many fouls into the joy of their Lord, were very par- 
ticular, viz. A little while, and ye fhall fee me. (John 
xvi. 16.) “So we'll ftand waiting.” When the King 
turned bimfelf * to me, my /pikenard fent forth the [meil there- 
of. (Cant. i. 12.) ‘* My longing foul he bleffes.” 

Soon after, Peter, one of the moft eminent Green- 
land helpers, followed. He was baptized in 1746, and 
in. procefs of time was made partaker of all church- 
bleflings and privileges in this.militant ftate. Even while 
he was among the favages, he was a man of figure, not 
only on account of his great iin but alfo of his 
good fenfe and ferioufnefs, and our Greenlanders looked 
upon him as their leader, They modelled themfelves all 
by him; and if any did not go on regularly, he knew 
how to bring them into order by his gentle and yet ear- 
neft method. If he himfelf committed a miftake, he 
* Luther’s tranflation, 

wept 
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wept for forgivenefs ; if he had any thing that burdened 
his heart, he could not long conceal it. The concerns 3 
of the congregation lay very’ clofe to his heärt; and 
when he apprehended they did ‘not go on aright, he 
would fay to ‘the miffionaries ; “* Ah, dear brethren, 
<< what muft you and our Saviour feel, when it affedts 
<¢ me fol” He was occupied ‘day and night with: the 


fubje& of God’s fufferings, * and ‘what he fpoke about —_ 


it to his people, went from heart to ‘heart. He had 
entertained thoughts of going home for a long time, ‘and R 
during his ficknefs, which befe] him at Pifikfarbik at 
a diftance from his teachers, they fay, he was in the 
beginning fomewhat thoughtful, but at laft A 
chearful and lively, though he was commonlyof a ftil 
temper After a fhort but ‘affecting farewel with his 
wife and three children, he fell foftly and happily afleep. 
the 25th of May. I find fomething about it ina letter 
which his wife wrote the year following, which I will 
infert : EN Se) SE ee 
“ When my hufband Peter was ‘going home, he faid 
“© to me: “I fhall fee Johannes Aflerfok no more here, 
*< but he and I fhall rejoice together with our Saviour; 
<¢ thus fhalt thou write to him.” He alfo enjoined 
< me to adhere to our Saviour with all my heart. ‘And 
“ now Ihave found, that our Saviour is my hufband, 
“€ and I can feel as great a longing after him, as I often 
<< did for my Peter when he. tarried too long out at 
<< fea, I love my Saviout, becaufe he loved me fr. 
«¢ ] will always place him before ‘my eyes, and my will 
°* and my heart {hall be invariably divested to him, that 
<< ] may forget him no more. My failings are num+ 
“< berleis, but I creep daily into his wounds. ‘My heart 
* is given to the Lamb, that he may fill it with his 
« blood; and as children grow, fo will I alfo grow in 
&: 


nn 


<< brethren and filters‘ in’ the congregation’ to hear, 
ae huis Zatth” Elizabeth) a Mg a EEE 
"The next corpfe, that was carried to the grave, ws 
that of John, another communicant. ‘The ftaté of his 
heart may be feen out of a letter he wrote in’ 1752. 3 
~s* T think often on you, becaufe you, are our Saviour’s 
* beloved, and at the fame time f wilt be happy along 
1 } ‘ with 


a 


o- bp (+f 


his blood. ‘Thefe my words are wrote for all the a 
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“© with you, and cleave to our Saviour and his wounds. 
* Ah! did I not feel him in my heart, I fhould be 
«< a miferable man; for there is nothing greater and 
© better, nor any other thing to give me joy but he, 
‘> ande in him, that he will be inceffantly near to 
# me, and I fhall never give over loving’ him.” 
~ On the laft day of this month four corpfes were 
depofited in the ground at the fame time, which were 
all quitted by the foul in Piffikfarbik fince the 25th in- 
ftant, viz. two own brothers Aaron and Philip, their 
nephew Henry, and.a child Daniel. The firft was one 
of the helpers, and a particularly zealous witnefs of 
Jefus, as well in the meeting-hall as among the favages. 
He was the firft of ‘his. family that moved hither from 
the fouth in 1746, and foon after he drew his three 
brothers after him. His walk was amiable and edifying. 
Two years ago he wrote as follows: | 
© Dear brethren acrofs the fea, whom I continually 
*© kifs in my heart! I cannot live without our Saviour 
“ and his wounds. His blood makes my heart warm, 
€“ nor can I deny him my heart. This I thank him for, 
* and beg’ him to keep me fo as long as I live, &c.” . 
His youngeft brother Philip was a quiet happy foul. 
The boy Henry gave the brethren great joy by his love- 
ly way and walk, and alfo good hopes of being foon 
ufeful, becaufe he could read and write well. But the 
Lord was pleafed to order otherwife than we thought. 
‘There were feven other perfons, that departed this 

life in feveral other places, who could not be direétly 
brought hither to be buried; for at leaft half of the 

eople here and round about lay fick, and their cafe was 
the harder, not only becaufe they were ftill in great 
want, but alfo they were at fuch a diftance, fo difperfed, 
and the weather often fo bad, that they could not be 
properly vifited and attended as body and foul required ; 
for according to human probability, many a one might 
have been preferved, if bleeding or other means had been 
timely adminiftred. re er 


SON Es 

- In the mean time John Beck followed the Green- 
 danders to the capelin-fifhery, who had embarked for 
‘It too early and in a little diforder. He found them 
abs FUEL heen le {cattered, 
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fcattered, and almoft every one fick. Their joy at his 


unexpeéted arrival (for they: had left him fick at home): 
made moft of them gather round him, though the ca- 
Jamity was thereby only increafed before his eyes, efpe- 
cially when he faw fo many children, whom nobod 

could provide food for... Inwardly he found them all 
pretty much refigned, and moft of them ardently long- 
ing to goto our Saviour. He vifited them continually, 


and’ kept an enlivening difcourfe fometimes in one tent, » 


and fometimes in another. Many of the current words 
of the day were delightfully applicable to their cafe, as: 
I know that my Redeemer liveth, &c. We faall fee him as he 
is. He fhall change our vile body, &c. But he himfelf 
was not long well, for a quotidian fever or ague fo en- 
feebled him, that he could fcarce walk with the help of 
a ftick. Mean while he kept the Whitfun-feftival with 
the few that could come to him, and preached on A225 ii. 
Soon after he was rejoiced with a vifit of Matthew Stach, 


who came lately with the fhip, and was to accompany 


the catechift Ballenhorft back, whofe place of infpection 


over the youths Matthew Kunz was come to Supply.‘ 


He came out of Moravia, and had been in Labrador 


two years ago. Now as fome corpfes already lay 
above the ground, and more were expected, which 


could not well be conveyed far for burial, and yet they 
did not like to bury them in fcattered places, therefore 
they looked out a fuitable place for a burying-ground in 


Pifikfarbik, confecrated it on the rath of June with 


prayer, and interred the three firft corpfes, viz. 
1.) Peter, a married man, who came to the brethren 
in 1745 like a wild lion, but was foon converted into a 
gentle lamb. “His wife, the happily-departed Sophia *, 
was baptized in Kangek long before him, and we may 
fay that this her hufband was the principal, yet not the 
_only prize fhe won by her teftimony and faithful per- 
feyerance. 


2.0) i a widow; fhe was laid hold of in 1740 by 


the late Samuel Kajarnak’s words, but was obliged to — 


follow her hufband Tettamak, the well-known angekok 
and murderer, twice to the north. But after his death 
fhe came with her three children, and obtained the joyful 


# See the year 1744, § 2. and 1751, § 7% 
accome- 


: 
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accomplifhment of her wifh, to live with the believers, 
to be baptized, and now to go to our Saviour. 

2.) Martin, a child, a year old. - 

e other bodies had been carried to New-Herrnhuth ; 
befides thefe, Jofeph, a married man, had been overfer 
by a feal and drowned. His two brothers-in-law were 
but lately buried, fo that three own fifters entered into 
the ftate of widowhood pretty’ much about the fume 
time, and many children became poor orphans. 

Scarce a day paft in New-Herrnhuth without a burial ; 
nay once three corpfes were laid in the filent tomb at 
one time. I fhall mention fome of them. 

1.) The widow Veronica; fhe often wept about her 
finfulnefs, but rejoiced that fhe had a Saviour that re- 
ceiveth finners.: hess pin 

2.) Mary Barbara, a bleffed helper among the mar- 
ried women, a faithful mother and benefaétrefs to the 
poor, a heart that adhered to our Saviour with tender 
affebion, and one who imitated Mary by pondering 
every thing fhe heard in a calm and peaceful heart. 
In a letter of hers fhe fays: ‘** When I think of you, 
“¢ my eyes run over with tears of love; and when I go 
““ from hence, I fhall rejoice with you in the eternal 
* ftate, where we fhall behold our Saviour with his 
** wounds without intermiflion, and walk before his 
“face. I kifs his wounds, becaufe I love them; and 
“ I rejoice, though I am very poor and finful, for I 
** know that my Te will think of my fins no more, 
_** TI greet you all, and you have me for your filter, 

““ Mary Barbara.” | 7 
3.) Andrew, an extraordinary fenfible and ufeful 
helper and witnefs among his people. His difcourfes 
~ in the meeting-hall had fomething peculiarly agreeable 
‘and heart-affecting; and when he {poke with the hea- 
then, it was attended with concern and cordial com- 
paffion at their ignorance and mifery ; fo that they fel- 
dom went away without feeling fomething. He him- 
‚felf had a tender heart, and our Saviour’s electing 
him, feeking him, bringing him on his arms to his: 
flock, and letting him. have pafture on his merits, was 
fo great and important to him, that be could feldom 
{peak of it without tears. This alfo was commonly the 

| | fubject 
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fubjedt of his difcourfes to his countrymen, and both 
they and the Europeans had a great love and regard for 
him. ‘Iwo years. ago he dietated the following words 
in a letter: “* I hang upon and clafp. our Saviour con- 
<< tinually in truth. He takes all pains to keep our 
© heart as a clear fountain, even when. we are fcattered - 
<< among the heathen. We are acquitted from pu- 
© nifhment,. becaufe our Saviour took it upon himfelf. 
«© O let us heartily rejoice every a in our Saviour.” ° 
They received an account from ifikfarbik, that fome 
_ ‘were again departed this life, and interred in the burying- 
ground there; however moft of them recovéred,. and 
could lay im the needful ftock of capelins. “They Kept 
alfo together, and followed the two helpers, to ‘whom 
the miffionary had committed the general infpeétion 
"when he took leave. ae PMD os un 


a 


ea 


or helt 

The beginning of July, moll OP hehe tees 
from the capelin-fifhery, but many others were dif- 
perfed in the iflands and, the found, and could not. well 
come home for ficknefs. The turf-labour, which takes 
_ up moft of the brethren’s time in this month, gave them 
an opportunity of vifiting them frequently. A 


them came home when they heard that the Lord’s- 
fupper would be adminiftered, and it was fourid ‘that 
their foul hungered the more after it, as they. Had par- 
took of none fince May; and many had found in the 
ficknefs they were recovered from, how neceflary it is 
to come into a true and clofe connexion with our. Sa- 
viour. : The: ficknefs now began to flacken; however 
the follewing perfons, among others, departed inthis 
month. : ET ee ee 

1.) Caroline, a very fenfible young perfon, who was 
foon to have been confirmed for the Lord’s-fupper. 
She was with her mother and the reft of her relations 
‚when fhe grew fick, exprefled uncommon chearfulnefs 
under it, comforted her mother and her brothers and 
fifters that wept over her, and fang herfelf into her 
happy fleep. | | hr ala 

27 Wilhelmina, one of the booties that were gained 
on that perilous voyage from the north, 1746. . She was 
a refpectable difciplefs of Jefus, who as a poor finner 

tenderly - 
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tenderly loved her unfeen wounded Friend, and like 
Tabitha, had a maternal compaflion and active fym- 
pathy towards all that were in need, efpecially poor 
little children. Her little daughter, three years old, 
followed her an hour after, and was laid ih the bed of 
earth in her arms; and a fortnight after, the remains of 
her hufband Noah. were-al{ depofited in the refining 
earth, _ He likewife, Was a, peaceful; .uninterruptedly 
happy difciple of Jefus, and an ufeful helper among his 
‘nation. ‚I find the following words of his: s¢ My heart 
“* Jeaps within me, becaufe my Saviour has accepted of 
“* me. Though I have not yet feen his wounds, yet I 
_* can never let them.go out of my mind. Thanks be 
_ to God, that my foul hath fou =i a place.of reft there. 
* Now my joy in my Saviour will have no end.” 
_. This was the laft that finithed his race, by oceafion of 
‚the infectious diforder that had reigned for three months. 
_ Yet towards the end of the year, his two children 
followed him, fo that fix perfons died out of one family. 
_ Thus in all thirty-feven perfons were carried off, and, 
except perhaps a couple of children, by this peftilential 
difeafe. “This made a great breach ; yet no one repined 
_ _attheir entering into, the joy of their Lord,. which is fo 
ardently defired. by all children of God, but rather 
rejoiced, though with a mixture of tears, that fo m 
Were again delivered from fin and from all the calamities 
of the earth, and tranfplanted into everlafting fecurity 
„and reft in the wounds of Jefus.. The Ordinary of the 
brethren fent from England his thoughts, upon. it to 
the miffionaries in the. following lines ; | 


The many Indians happy end 
_(O what a play of grace !). 
Doth many tears of gladnefs blend 
With thofe of tendernefs, 


That dreadfull’f thing, in. nature’s views 
Kept elfe, as Paul doth fay, _ 

. „All their life long, their minds obtufe, 
... Thro’ bondage and difmay. : 


m EN That 
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That now they fly without recoil ta a 
To Jefu’s loving arms, = 

Demonftrates, that his gladd’ning oil 
Their fpirit alfo warms. 


Scarce any of the Europeans here or at the colony 
efcaped this year without fome diforder or other ; among 
the reift, the factor Mr. Molzau ftruggled with a fevere 
ficknefs, and recovered. Soon after he and his family 
went back to Copenhagen, and not long after that, he 
departed this life. He had been thirteen years at Good- 
hope, was a lover of Jefus, and a particular friend of 
the brethren. His place was fupplied by Mr. Lars 
Dalager, who before had lived as fa¢tor in Frederic’s- 
hope. The preceding month the fhip went to Fifher’s- 
‘Inlet, thirty-fix leagues fouth of Good-hope, where a 
‘factory was eftablifhed for trade. The brethren Matthew 
Stach and Michael Ballenhorft, who went in her to 
Europe, took this opportunity to vifit the heathen at 
Fifher’s-bay. BE Tey og 

Our Greenlanders, having been at the congregation- 
day on the 4th of Auguft, now betook themfelves moft- : 


ly to the halibut-fifhery at Kookoernen, which turned 


out very poorly this time, on account of the mifty and 
{nowy weather. ‘The brethren vifited them frequently, 
efpecially as about this time they buy many of thefe 
large Ah of them, and falt or dry them, which is a 
third part of their provifion. - This time there was little 
to be got. At fuch vifits, and at the reindeer-hunt, an 
opportunity often prefented itfelf to get hold of the hearts — 
of the heathen, or at leaft in the meetings appointed for 

the baptized, to which fome heathen always came, 


to blow up the fpark that lay in them before, or to | ; 


fcatter fome new feed. abe: Oh 
A pretty large number of Greenlanders came from 
Difko on a vifit. A widow of their company ftaid here, 


and three fingle people came from the bay with tha fame — 


view. An infant, and alfo a little girl, ended-a fhort 
but chearful life, 2% 
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- In September the i catch the moft feals in 
the found; in thismonth there was’a great deal of ftormy 
weather, which drove thefe creatures in abundance out 
of the open fea between the iflands, therefore the capture 
of the Greenlandersturned out very fuccefsful, but the fal- 
mon-fifhery of the European brethren was quite fpoiled. 
However, they could contentedly brook their lofs,'-or 
repair it fome other way, and thank their heavenly Fa- 
ther for the gifts he had fo bountifully enriched the 
Greenlanders with, that the many poor widows and. 
orphans might not futfer hunger and perifh, as is com- 
mon among the favages. And yet they had fo many poor 
to provide for, that they could this time fparenomore than 
thirty-fix barrels for the fator, which was but half the 
quantity vended laft year. | 

‘The ftorıny weather alfo hindered the Greenlanders 
from coming in fuch numbers as ufual to the Sunday’s- 
meetings, nay only half of them could be prefent at the 
Lord’s-fupper and the enfuing congregation-day. “The 
brethren vifited them the more, and kept meetings with 
them, and the heathen that defired it. One of the 
helpers who had been hunting rein-deer for fome time, 
came home with the joyful account, that he had {poke 
with many heathens in the upper parts of Ball’s-River, 
_ who heard-his words with pleafure, Some days after, 
another came from the Amaralik-Bay, and brought the 
real blefied fruits of his teftimony with him, wz. two 
families, one confifting of eleven perfons, and the other of 
three. They had lived one winter with the brethren 
fifteen years ago, ‘but had kept aloof ever fince, and 
now at laft willingly fubmitted to the gentle yoke of 
Jefus. A woman died out of one of thefe families, in a 
fervent defire after baptifm. A fervant of the factory 
brought again two women that were ftirred up, to the 
Greenland congregation, from Piflugbik. “Iwo own 
brothers, whofe fifters lived here before, came from ano- 
therdiftri&t to ftay here. Thus many of the baptized drew 
moft of their relations after them, and whoever once re- 
folved ta live a while with the believers, to be inftructed, 
and to forget the vanities of the Greenlanders, could 
“ not long withftand the grace that prevailed in the Green- 

Vor. I. P land 
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land congregation, nor refrain giving themfelves up 
entirely to their Redeemer as his property. It was per- 
ceived in moft of them, that, wild as they were when 
they came, ftill the Holy Ghoft had made tome prepara- 
tory work on their hearts in one way or other, which 
they afterwards. knew what to call, when they were 
quite thawed, if I may fo fpeak, or fully roufed from 
their fleep, and now better underftood themfelves and 
the wonderful leadings of God in the ‚light of Jefus’s 
wounds. N 5 

A fon was born in this month to the miffionary 
Boehnifh, and named ohn in baptifm. Two children 
and a widow went over into a happy eternity. The latter, 
viz. Anna-Catharina, was a communicant and a handmaid 
of Jefus. The time fhe lived in the married ftate with 
her happily-departed hufband Leonard, was fhort, but 
agreeable and happy. After the birth of her firft child 
fhe fell into a confumption, and this terminated in her 
final releafe, which fhe ardently waited for. ° 


§ 10. : 

In O&ober the Greenlanders remitted their toils, and 
dropped in one after another to repair and re-occupy 
their winter-houfes. ‘Then their public and felect meet- 
ings came again inte compleat order, and the labourers 


could join counfels with the Greenland helpers for the 


benefit of the congregation. ‘Their principal delibera- 
tions this time referred to the families that had loft their 
heads and providers. If there was a grown fon ftill left 
in a family, he had the maintenance of his mother and his 

rothers and fifters affigned him. Other rifing children 


were diftributed in other families, to be trained up to — 


the Greenland manual occupations. But thofe that 
could not yet ferve in the families, flayed ftill with. their 
mothers; or if the poor children were bereaved of their 
mother too, they were given in charge to.fome other 
Greenland fifters to be educated, and if there were an’ 


fucklings, they were obliged in their turns to nurle 
them too*, It may be eafily imagined, that notwith- — 


ftanding 


y 


* There is nothing that the Greenland mothers are fo covetous in, a@ 


the point of giving fuck, and it is becaule their dwa child may have ne 
; ”r “sival 
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ftanding all the willingnefs of the Greenland families, 
in which thofe that were not rich often put to fhame 
thofe that were, yet the miffionaries muft have had 
trouble enough. ‘Their finances alfo were drawn upon 
from various quarters; for chriftian compaflion called 
upon them to clothe fome poor children, and to provide 
boats and utenfils for many boys, that they might learn 
to provide anon for themfelves and theirs, fo that no one 
might lie a burden upon the reft. For our brethren 
had neither will nor ability to maintain a parcel of poor 


‚ people, whom they had negleéted to train to labour in 


their youth, at the expence of their good friends; but 
chofe rather to fpend fo much upon them in good time, 
as would enable them once to work with their hands, 
and to provide for themfelves and others. 

A couple more heathens came to ftay here, but they 
were of the helplefs fort, who were obliged to live on 
their- friends. Among the five perfons that departed 
this life in this month, were four boys *, who began to 
bring in fomething, and this enhanced the brethren’s 
-burden with regard to the reft. But they were habitu- 
ated to hope and believe where nothing was to be feen, 


hor was their hope ever yet put to fhame. 


On the communion-day this time, an agape and pedi- 
lavium were held, as was cuftomary directly after their 
entering the winter-houfes, becaufe the brethren then 
can {peak with all of them, and remove any thing amifs 
that had occurred. The next day the fick had their portion 
of the holy facrament carried them ‘in their houfes, 
‘Then they fpoke with the reft of the baptized, and laftly 
took a view of the unbaptized and the new inhabitants, - 
and wrote down and arranged them for inftruétion, The 


rival in the love and nourifhment of their bofom. In this cafe there is no 
thought of compaffion from a Greenland woman; fo that there is no other 
alternatiye for an unfortunate father, that cannot bear to fee the lingering 
death of his motherlefs infant, than to bury it alive direftly, becaufe he 
can procure no proper aliment to fuftain its feeble nature, Therefore the 
reader may be affured, that it is no fmall conqueft of grace, when a bap- 
tized Greenland woman fuckles a ftrange child, 


* One of thefe was Hoika, a boy thirteen years of age, The account of 
him fays, that he had a tender heart towards the wounds of Jefus, was 
always chearful, took great delight in reading and Writing, and was 
like a fchool-matter for the little children in the Greenland houfe, In his 
ficknefs he fang conftantly till he expired, 
| | 2 | whole 
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whole number of the latter, great and fmall, were above 
feventy fouls. igi) 

‘The Greenlanders went ftill abroad diligently to eateh 
feals, and though they were often overtaken by ftorms, 
where many a one loft his boat, yet they all efcaped un- 
hurt. Such a ftorm furprifed the traders between Good- 
hope and Fifhers-Lodge; they went out with two boats | 
to buy blubber, and one of the boats was overfet and a 
man perifhed. ‘The reft caught hold of the keel of the 

- overturned boat, and two hours after were faved at the 
~ Jaft crifis. 
§ rz. 

In the beginning of November the elafles were renewed 
with 324 perfons, and the {chool profecuted with thirty 
children. The helpers gave the miffionaries joy, by an 
account of the good infpection fome of the parents had 
over their children, when they were not at fchool. 
They alfo heard that the new inhabitants were very 
much pleafed with their refidence here, did not like to 
lofe one meeting, and exprefled themfelves fo in their 
claffes concerning the defire of their hearts, that they 
could entertain good hopes that one and another of the 
‚catechumens might foon be baptized. When the bre- 
thren came to fpcak with them, they found that the 
report of the helpers had good grounds, and accordingly 
on the enfuing congregation-day they received three 
perfons among the candidates, and at the Lord’s-fupper 
three baptized were confirmed for the enjoyment of it the 
next time. aC) oe 
‘ Now and then fome heathens came from Kangek on 
a vilit; and one family of four perfons were brought 
hither from the found, who had longhad a defire to come — 
nearer to the believers, but they could not gratify it till 
the tragical death of the head of their family, who was 
murdered by the-heathen in purfuance of an accufation of 
forcery. pa hin a 

A baptized woman of the colony alfo came, and begg- 
ed leave to ftay with her friends here. . But fhe was fent 
back with the anfwer, that according to an agreement 
made, they could not receive her without’a written per- 
miffion from the paftor who had the care of her foul. 

Two children deceafed in this month. One of them 
was the boy Ezra; he was a very lovely child, in whofe 

7 hear 
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heart the baptifmal grace difplayed itfelf in an uncoms 
mon manner, and gave hopes of his turning out well. 
He was the laft that departed this life in this year. 

Some convinced heathens came from Fifhers-bay on a 
vifit. One of the traders there endeavoured to do good 
among the Greenlanders, and begged for fome tranflated 
hymns, which he would read to the perfectly ignorant 
heathen, who had however a defire to learn lomething:, 
for he had perceived that they readily learnt by heart the 
little ejaculations in rhyme, and that the hearts of many 
heathens in this country have been prepared by them for 
the fuller embracing of divine truths. Accordingly the 
mifionaries feit him fome veries eafy to be compre- 
hended, and containing the grand truths of the chrittian 
religion: and by this means the foundation was laid to 
our acquaintance with the heathen of thole parts, and 
to our blooming Greenland congregation now gathered 
there. ‘The verfes they fent, were: **O Jefu Chrift, 
° all praife to thee,—that thou vouchfaf’dit a man to be, 
«°c, The world’s Creator fovereign—affuin’d a fer- 
vant’s body mean, &c. O wonder far exceeding— 
all human pow’r and fenfe,—heav’n’s Sov’reign was. 
feen bleeding,—to wipe off our offence, &c. I have 
“* nought worth the giving—to thee, while here I’m 
“< living, Sc. Thy five dear wounds torn wide for 
*¢ me,—my rock-holes and my refuge be, &c. The 
“© foul of Chrift me fandtify, &c. O Jefus Chrift, thou 
«© only Son—of thy celeftial Father, Gc. In thy blood, 
«© fhed for me,—I will baptized be, &c. Hafte, Lord, 
<¢ within my worthlefs heart, —to form thyfelfa fhrine;— 
for me a poor and finful worm—thou fhed’ft thy blood - 
divine, &r. Lord Jefus Chrift, thy death, &-. How " 
do you think it then will be,~-when Chrift fhall come 
«© in majefty '——perhaps we then fhall fear!—O no, the 
“© tears will freely flow,—we at his feet fhall fall down 
“ low—and fay, dear Jefus, here we are.” 


' § 12. 
This year there were no ignorant heathen to vifit and 
inftrudt, becaufe not one Southlander took up his abode 


in the iflands this fummer, which they ufe to do almoft 
‘ao every 
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every year when they fteer northward, and becaufe all 
that came back from the north, went directly further _ 
fouth, for fear of the ficknefs among us. However, the ~ 
few old inhabitants of theifles were vilited, becaufe there 
were fome fouls laid hold of among them. Such a vifit is 
recorded as follows. | | | 
. & Dec. 2, we and fome Greenlanders went to fee 
& the heathen in Kookoernen, and landed on an ifland 
< near three houfes. Milluktuarak received us in his 
«© houfewithjoy. Wefpoke every day with him and his 
< houfhold, and kept every evening’a meeting for ourown 
<¢ people, when the heathen might aMo hear if they, 
< would. Some were very attentive, and it might be 
« feen by their wet eyes that the word of Jefus’s fuffer- 
‘© ings had ftruck their hearts. As it changed to bad 
‘€ weather, we were obliged to ftay five days with them ; 
“© they were not tired of us, but fhewed us all kindnefs. 
« Our Greenlanders taiked a good deal to them too, 
« which was a bleflingto them. The 7th, we recom- 
‘st mended them to the grace of our Lord, and exhorted 
““ them to apply every day to our Saviour, who would 
= gladly be near to them even in this remote place, and, 
« therefore they fhould intreat him for falvation in his 
“ blood. Then we went to Kangek, and lodged with 
“€ our old acquaintance Tuffillartok, the late Samuel’s 
«© brother-in-law. We fpoke with the whole family, 
« but his fon Siuana in particular entered into an eflen- 
_ tial difcourfe with us about his heart. ‘The 8th, we 
«© vifited further north, and brought one of our bap- 
«© tized with us, who had nurfed his fick brother all the 
«* fummer till his death, and by this opportunity had 
< won his fifter, who now went with us. We came late 
“and in great danger to our former quarters again; 
‘© mean while fome of the traders were come there. We 
«© kept a difcourfe to the heathen, and: laid them in 
“© prayer on the heart of him who had purchafed them 
‘© with his blood. ‘The oth, we fet out on our return. 
« The above-mentioned Siuana with his family, and 
‘ two fingle women, went with us. There are only 
°< feven {mall houfes in Kangek this winter, and very 
<< few people in comparifon to former times. ‘Thote 
‘“ who were prompted by a defire after our Saviour, ga- 
““ thered 
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« thered round us direétly, to fee and hear what our 
«< Saviour does for his people.” | 

The laft congregation-day of the year fell on the ısth 
of December. Letters were read from the Negroes in St. 
"LT homas’s and the Indians in Peniylvania, and were heard 
with great impreffion. Some of the young people ftaid 
‚in the hall between the meetings, and exercifed them- 
felves in finging. The fermon was on Epo. i. 7. In 
whom we have redemption through bis blood, Sc. After 
reading and illuftrating the bible-leflon, fix catechu- 
mens were received among the candidates for baptifm. 
The litany made the conclufion of this blefled day, as 
ufual on Sundays, 
As the Greenlanders are wont to treat one another 
about the folftice, in order to exprefs the'r joy at the return 
of the fun, ours were allowed on the 22d of December af- 
ter the Sunday’s preaching, to have a meal together in 
fellowfhip in four houfes, at which however all the ufual 
merriment and riot of the heathen was dropped *. ‘This 
is what we may call the Greenlanders new-year. As 
the feaft of Chrift’s circumcifion, and the confideration of 
the name Fefs, fails upon the common European 
New-year’s day throughout all Chriftendom: fo the 
brethren have combined the confideration of the,heart- 
affecting hiftory of the apoftle Thomas, according to John 
xx. 24—31, ordinarily fixed to the a1ft of December, with 
this new-year of the Greenlanders; and at thefe feftivities 
of our baptized, the reader may believe, that more is 
{poke of the wounds of Jefus, than ofthe fun. Blefed 
are they that have not fren, and yet have believed. | 

The Chriftmas feftival was celebrated in the manner 
often delcribed before. On the third holiday all the ca- 
techumens had a lovefeaft, and the longing of their 
hearts was fpoke about. The 28th, being innocents- 
day, theré was a truly lively catechifation. with ’ fifty- 
four little boys and thirty-five little girls. There were 
fome ftirred up heathens from Kangek prefent at the 


* Some of our people being once invitéd by the others to. the Greenland 
fports, they anfwered: “ You know, that we have quite other forts of 
c< pleafures, viz. our Saviour and his paffion, This pleafes us, though it 
“se does not pleafe you. Your vanities fuit your tafte, but they do not fuit 
«s ours,” dr 
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Chriftmas-meetings, and according to the relation of the’ 
helpers, they were laid hold ofanew. _ Ent 
The new-year’s vigil was begun with a difcourfe on 
Pf. xix. 1—3. and then the works of God in this place ' 
were brought to remembrance to his honour. ‘This year 
forty-eight fouls have been incorporated into the congre- 
gation by holy baptifm, and thirty-eight heathen came 
to tarry here, four baptized have been admitted to the © 
holy communion, four pair married, eleven boys and 
five girls born, and fifty-feven fouls have been tranflated ' 
to their eternal home. At the pafling out of one year 
into another, their particular thanks were rendered for 
all this; for the recovery of fo manyfick, when. fearce ' 
one remained uninfected; for the faithful care of their 
heavenly Father in their outward need, when their beft 
providers lay fick in the beft providing-time; for the ’ 
blefled progrefs cf the gofpel, and the powerful proofs 
of the blefled Spirit’s influence on the fouls at the public  _ 
meetings and in private life; for the reft from without; ' 
for the kind guidance and prefervation both of the mif- ~ 
fionaries and Greenland helpers in their frequent vifits 
to the heathen; for the blefing conftantly refting on 
their witnefs among the heathen; and for all that had 
flipped the memory, notwithftanding the fulnefs of the ~ 
heart: I fay, for all the fpecified bleflings, the holy 
Trinity was thanked and praifed on their knees with in- ‘ 
numerable tears and unutterable afpirations; they alfo - 
implored the continuance and increafe of grace, and ~~ 
efpecially. the daly near prefence of the Head and Lord of ° 
the congregation in his wounds glory; and laft of all the ~ 
congregation was reminded of the firft word of the paft 
year: UO my people, remember now, [fuch and fuch paft cir- 
cumftances, ] that ye may know therightesufnefs (goodnefs) of 
the Lord. Mic. vi. 5. ER A Mr 


nee 


THE TWENTY-THIRD YEAR, 1755. 0° 
Ichael Ballenhorft, who came to New-Herrn- ~ 
huth with the new houfe in 1747, and as he very » 
foon learnt the language, was appointed catechift; went — 
‘ ae laft 
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laft year on a vifitto Europe. He went firft to England, 
where the Ordinary of the brethren then was ; there he 
was ordained a deacon in the brethren’s church, and af- 
 terwards vifited the congregations in Germany, In 
Herrnhuth he was joined in marriage with the fingle 
fifter Dorothy Teicher, who came out of Moravia, and 
foon after fet out on his return to Greenland. He got 
Peter Rudberg for a companion, and came to New- 
Herrnhuth after a voyage of fix weeks. 

The fhip foon proceeded further to fettle a new colony 
at the place called Zukkertop, fixty leagues north of 
Good-hope. Afterwards the Danifh catechift Berthel 
Larfen went thither to inftru@ the heathen ; he had 
been fixteen years at Good-hope. The fhip touched 
again at Ball’s-River in its return, and took to Europe 
the hitherto deacon in outward matters John Soerenfen, " 
his wife, and four daughters, belonging to him and «he 
other two miflionaries, who at their repeated requeit had 
obtained leave to have them educated in the nurferies of 
the Unity. Till his return, the newly-arrived Ballen- 
horft took the charge of the external diacony, entered 
alfo on his poft as the neareft afiftant tothe two mifiona- 
ries, and endeavoured to introduce his fellow-traveller 
Rudberg into the language, and the infpection over the 
Greenland youths, : | 


As to the Greenland cöngregation, it proceeded this 
year with blefling, without any particular alterations, ' 
"Their manual employments were directed by the feaions 
of the year and circumftances of the weather ; in which 
is difplayed, even in thefe moft remote and fteril parts of 
the world, the wonderful hand and wife providence of the 
Creator. For having this year fuch a mild winter, that 
it often rained in January,and wasnot colderthan in fum- 
mer, itcaufed a fcarcity of fea-fowl, which flock only in 
the fevereft cold between the iflands, but on the other 
hand they were fupplied with a good number of feals, 
which are generally rare at this time of the year; al- 
though, in catching them, the exceeding ftormy wea- 
ther expofed them to frequent dangers, in which three 
this year loft their lives; and one was forced to endure 
gut the ftorm a whole night in his kajak upon a er 

| rock, 
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rock, the high waves oft-times beating quite over him,’ 
which carried away his feal and all his tackling. No fe- 
vere cold fet in till March; which was then accompanied 
with fuch furious tempefts, as did much damage to the. 
dwellings, and raifed the fea to fuch a degree, that feve+ 
ral womens-boats and kajaks, with, their tackling, were 
carried away from land by the waves. And in April, 
afudden thaw enfuing, and the deep {now being put in 
motion by the abundance of rain that attended it, the 
quite new church at the colony was in the utmoft dan- 
ger of being fwept into the fea, by the water and fnow 
together forcing their way into it, whereby all within 
was thrown on heaps, without the poffibility of coming 
at it to fave the leaft thing. \ uk 
About this time the Greenlanders took their boats and 
tents and reforted again to the neighbouring illands to 
provide their fuftenance, after they had fpent the Eafter- 
holidays all together with blefing. At Whitfuntide 
they all returned again, celebrated the feftival with joy, 
and then, like good children, harmonioufly difpofed 
themfelves to go to the capelin-fifhery all in a body 
together, becaufe there were very many widows and 
fingle perfons, who had no boats nor families, and there- — 
fore were obliged to be interfperfed among the reft, in 
order to be enabled to procure their fuftenance alfo. The 
brethren write, | 
“< It was a particularly happy and bleffed Whit- 
« funtide, and we had caufe to blefs the Spirit of the 
e< Lord for preferving our Greenlanders together in one 
«© mind in thefe hard times of great poverty among many, 
A = for now making them fo willing to go out in fel- 
<< lowfhip, and to aflift one another.” On Whitfun- 
‘Tuefday, being the zoth of May, after an affecting fare- 
wel, they fet off, under ‘the infpection of a miffionary, 
with twenty-feven women’s-boats to. Pifikfarbik, and. 
the accounts received of them from time to time, were 
agreeable. They loved one another like children, — 
learnt to bear one another’s burdens in’ all difficult cir 
cumftances, hearkened to their teacher, were abundantly. 
hleffed in externals, and all well in health; and at their > 
mattins and even-fong the Lord owned them as the fheep 
of his pafture. “This was found to be fo in fact, on their 
| being 
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being fpoke with, at their return, previoufly to the holy 
communion, to which moft of them came with hum- 
bled, hungry, and chearfulhearts. And the Head of his 
body owned his members. + | 

hey then feparated again, as ufual, to their feveral 
providing-places, and were vifited from time to time by 
their teachers. At the ufual time the greateft part came 
to the holy communion, and the neareft at hand to the 
_funday’s meetings, when they brought alfo the children, 
born abroad, to be baptized. 


ae RE | 

In the mean time there were not wanting heathen, 
who vifited at New-Herrnhuth, and attended the meet- 
ings or even a baptifmal folemnity, of which they always 
carried an imprefion away with them. {pecially in 
fummer many Southlanders came to vifit, in their way 
to and from the north. As ignorant and unpolifhed as 
thefe people were, fome of them were defirous of hearing 
fomewhat; and though, to all appearance, they went. 
away as they came, yet all was not to be looked upon as 
labour in vain; fince former experience has fhewn, 
that in many, feveral years were ‚required, before the 
feed of the word of God could fpring up, and fo far 
change their minds, as to make them only determine to 
_ live with the faithful, and quietly attend to the work of 
grace. One of thefe people flayed immediately, and 
many refolved to live in the neighbouring iflands ; where 
they might be come at, and {poke more clofely with. 

It was obfervable, that generally a defire after falva- 
tion arofe firft of all in the children. ‘This year afforded 
many inftances of it, and the merchants found, on their 
travels about their bufinefs, children, whofe parents were 
entirely heathenifh, and yet they could repeat and fing 
feveral verfes, and they wept at their departure, that 
they could not go back with them to the believers, 

Neither did the annual difperfion of the Greenland 
brethren among the favages ever fail to be a means of 
' gaining many fouls. They did not indeed force the mat- 
ter upon them, as formerly, but whenever they were de- 
fired, or but the leaft occafion was given them, they de- 


livered a teftimony of what they had experienced. Where- 
ever 
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ever a company of baptized had pitched their tents together, 
one of the helpers ufed to keep their morning and even- 
ing-meetings, to which the heathen were admitted. The 
factor was full of his pretty accounts how things went at 
thofe times; for on his travels, he lodged a night with 
‘our people, and was prefent at their evening-meeting. 
The Greenland helper fpoke in a fimple but edifying 
manner, and chiefly of himfelf, how happy he was in 
the converfe with our Saviour, and, on the contrary, 
how painful it was to him immediately, if he had not an. 
abiding fenfe of him at all times and on all occafions in 
his heart. He then gave a word or two of exhortation 
to the reft, who lent a very attentive ear. Their devo- 
tion, and efpecially their finging, pleafed the factor very. 
much. 

It is a great pleafure to the Greenlanders, when fome- 
times one of their countrymen keeps a fimple difcourfe to 
them. They are particularly attentive on fuch an occa-. 
fion, and a teftimony to fome fuch purport as this; 
«© Behold with your eyes, how that I have had but little 
<< Jabour, and have gotten unto me much reft,” (Zeeius. li. _ 
27.) gives great weight to the exhortations ef their fo- > 
reign teachers, whom the heathen would willingly look 
upon as a quite different clafs of men, and leaves them . 
no manner of fubterfuge. 


§ 4. 

But we are to form no other conceptions of the dif- 
courfes which the Greenlanders keep, both abroad, and, 
during the winter, about twice a week in the hall, but — 
that they are fimple confeffions and declarations of their 
own ftate, going from the heart to the heart; although 
fome are at no lofs to fupport their propofition with a, 
text or two from the Bible, and to introduce likewife _ 
ftrong exhortations, or, according as circumftances re-_ 
quire, ferious reproofs. Their chief topic is the paffion . 
and merits of Jefus, and how men may experience the 
forgivenefs of fins in his blood, and grow and advance 
in the faving knowledge of Jefus Chrift, or in daily ~ 
communion with him. They fpeak of thefe things from 
their own experience, and that with an ingenueus ac- 
knowledgement of their own defects, which has a br: 

| | effect” 
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effeét upon their people, than if they were to alledge 
well-meant, but ill-applied feripture-illuftrations, the 
produce of laborious ftudy or conceited wifdom, fuch as 
is notto be looked for among the Greenlanders; or than 
if they were to aflume a naufeous felf-fufficiency, and re- 
prove matters which the hearers could retort upon them- 
felves. ! 

But little of their difcourfes is noted down, as the 
writer often had not time for it juft then, and fo forgot 
the beft part *; yet fo much we fee, that after the man- 
ner of all fimple, perhaps I ought to fay, all original 
nations, they make ufe of fimilitudes. “Thus when they 
were once going out among the favages, one of them 
{poke as follows: “They fhould take notice how the 
* fervants fet off the hall, at a feftival, by ftrewing fand 
“ about. “Thus, wherever they came, and were fcat- 
** tered about like fand, they ought to adorn the doc- 
“ trine of our Saviour in word and walk, and endeavour 
«© to fcatter fomething into the very hearts of the fava- 
“* ges; by this means they might keep a daily feftival to 
*¢ our Saviour.” Did the Greenlanders know any thing 
of the ufe of falt, or hadever feen corn fowed, this 
Greenlander would perhaps have made ufe of the fimili- 
tude of falt, or of the fower, according‘to Matt. v. or 
xiii. If one of them would exhort his people to a true 
defire after our Saviour, and to an unintermitting purfuit 
after grace in his blood, he ufes the comparifon of 
ground parched and chapt by the heat of the fun, and of 
the refrefhing rain; or of gnats, which cannot be 
kept off from fucking blood from men; or of children, 
who, as foon as they awake, cry for food. \ 

The oft-mentioned Daniel, once began his difcourfe 
in this manner: “My dear brethren, when children 
“ get up, they fay to their parents: Iam hungry or dry, 
‘© and the mother cannot forbear giving them what they 
« want. Juft fo does our Saviour deal with us, if our 
*¢ hearts do but at all times hunger and thirft after him. 
« He has faved us with his blood. What fhall we do 


* This reafon has alfo been alledged to me, that the Greenlander, in 
uttering the conceptions of his mind, has often fuch an unufual way of 
rt many words and ideas in one, that this one word muft in German 

¢ largely paraphrafed, and yet the true fenfe cannot be fully exprefled. 
‘““ unto 


= 
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se unto him? or what return fhall we make him for it? 


« None, but continually to look to his wounds, and 


“¢ let the heathen know what he has done for us.” &c.. 
Another time he faid: ““ Ye are fenfıble what an ab- 
«© horrence we have for the blood of the flain, and, if 
<< any of it fhould fall upon our clothes, we fhould 
<< wath it clean out, or throw the garments away. But 
<< we are quite otherwife difpofed with regard to the 


fn 


< blood of our Saviour. It fhall be our ornament, . 


<< whenever a good portion of it fallsto our fhare. Oh! - 


« if we have but once got a tafte of this precious blood, 
<¢ itis of fo {weet a favour to us, that we cannot regale 
6 ourfelves enough with it,” &c. . 


‘The fame perfon, in fome. letters, expreffed himfelf — 


thus: “I have been this fummer hunting rein-deer; 
«© and while I was wandering about in the wildernefs, I 
«© prayed our Saviour to lead and guide me with his 
« orace, For I know that I am a poor and wretched 
« man, if he is not continually near me, giving food te 


*¢ my foul out of his wounds. My faults and infirmities _ 


«© are numberlefs ; but my Saviour knows them all, for 
“ he knows my heart; and therefore I at all times ad- 


«¢ drefs him asa finner. Thus the holy Spirit directs my — 


«© heart to his wounds, and I feel that our Saviour loves 
« me, who always chufes none but the pooreft of men. 


“© Therefore I need not be forrowful. — — I will now _ 


“ tell you my defire: You know, how children are to- 
st ‘wards their parents; thankful and obedient. Juft fo 
« would I be towards our Saviour.. I-am alfo fenfible, 
“© that L have had two forts of life; the firft was in per- 
«€ fe& darknefs; but, our Saviour having fought and 
« found me among the favages, I now live in his light, 
“ in his blood. When we are fenfible of our wretch+ 
«“ ednefs, our eyes low with tears: but when we fet be- 
“ fore us our Saviour on the crofs, we cleave to his-fide, 
“© as the nepifet-fith to the ftone*, and all the time we 


« yetain a fenfe of our own wretchednefs. Here have _ 


“ you the thoughts of my heart.” 


S 5 re 
Befides the journeys which their feeking of provifion, 
or the vifitation of their own Greenlanders while abroad, 
*See B. II, § to. - , 
gave 


~s 
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gave occafion to, and which chiefly fell out in fummer ; 
the brethren went twice to vifit the heathen exprefly, in 
{pring and autumn, ‘The firft time, they baptized the 
child of a believing couple, after a difcourfe upon the 
words: / fland at the door and knock, &c, delivered chiefly 
- with a view to the heathen. Afterwards they fpoke-a 
good deal in a more particular manner with them, This 
was in Kookoernen. But they came to Kangek at a 
wrong time. Several boats of Greenlanders were juft 
preparing to remove their quarters, who vifited all the 
places where they had before lived, and joined with thofe’ 
that ftayed behind, in bewailing all who had died during 
their ftay there. 

At the laft vifit, befides women, to help to row, four 
of the Greenland helpers went along with them to 
Kookcernen. ‘* The heathen (fay they) received us 
“ kindly. Upon our entering into converfation with 
‘* them, a man pleaded his ignorance as an excufe for | 
* himfelf. ‘This gave occafion to a difcourfe concerning 
* Jefus, the true light, that will lighten every man and 
** fave them by his blood. Some. very pretty children 
*< were there, to whom it was a pleafure to have to do 
*° with us, and it would have been a greater pleafure to 
** them had they been allowed to go with us. The 
€* next day I let our Daniel keep a difcourfe. He tefti- 
“ fied with great freedom, that he was formerly equally 
* blind and dead, and yet full of dread for futurity; 
“© but that fince he became acquainted with his Re- 
** conciler thro’ blood, he was very happy; and this 
** he could not conceal, but was delirous of declaring 
“€ it to every one, in hopes that others may learn wif- 
* dom. alfo, and shave. their eternal welfare at heart. 
«* ‘The heathen were very attentive to what he faid. 
** Od. 29, we went to fome other houfes, withed 
$© them the peace of God, and. where they received us, 
‘€, we fpoke of the love of our Saviour towards all men, 
© and efpecially towards them in this their day. A 
“* woman was very attentive, and {poke every word after 
* me, She faid to the Greenland fifters, that fhe had 
_ € alfo formerly fome fenfe of our Saviour, but had now 

€ Joit it, and wifhed much to be with us, in order te 


§ feek again. what.fhe had. loft; but her hufband had yet 
; “ne 
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“no mind for it. The 30th, we were obliged to lie ftill 
© becaufe of the ftrong wind, and had an opportunity to 
“<< fpeak a good deal with the heathen. The rift, we 
‘ returned, and had fuch a high fea, as if the waves 
“ would fwallow us up, but we got home fafe and 
Powel,” | | | 
Moreover the brethren were invited both by the traders 
and the Greenlanders in Fifher’s-bay to vifit them, and 
rather ftill, to live there. Many of the heathen of thofe 
parts, in their pafling to and fro, had a defire excited in | 
them to be acquainted with our Saviour and to be bap- . 
tized, partly while they were in New-Herrnhuth, and 
partly in places where they had fojourned, in company 
with our Greenlanders; and their defire was. increafed 
by the forementioned hymns: but no vifiting, much lefs 
living there, was to be thought of for the prefent. 
§ 6. | | 
In the mean while the Greenlanders were again moved 
into their winter-houfes, rich in God’s temporal bleflings, 
(of which they were again able to part with a confiderable 
quantity, to every body’s furprize,) and full of hunger and 
defire after the word of life, which was particularly ob- 
fervable on Sundays, when the hall was by far too {mall, 
efpecially at the meeting for the litany; fo that, notwith- 
ftanding the cold, the hot fumes in the hall rendered it 
almoft infufferable. This made it neceflary for the chil- 
dren to ftay away; but as they did’ not like to lofe this 
blefled part of divine fervice, it was performed with them | 
the next morning, inftead.of their ufual catechifation. 
Their fchools were alfo fet on foot again, and the three 
mifhonaries fo. divided the bufinefs between: them, that 
one taught. the boys to read, another the girls, and the 
third the grown perfons to write. ‘The catechifations | 
and finging-Ichools were kept with the young people of 
both fexes, at certain times, by each alternately. One of 
the biggeft fchool-boys once wrote to his mafter the fol= 
lowing letter: ‘* As I feel in my heart, that I am a poor 
*< finner, I often pray thus: Dear Saviour, give me 
‘© continually a deeper fenfe in my heart, that thou haft 
« died.for me on the crofs. It is faftened in my mind, 
“ that blood and water flowed out of thy fide. This] 
** cannot 


a 


a 
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“ cannot poflibly. forget, while I am here upon carth, 


“ O! how happy and blefled are the communicants, 
~ who have often their particular meeting with our Sa- 
“ viour. This I write with tears.” 

Befides the bleffing refting upon the meetings of the 
whole congregation, and of the feveral ‘choirs, a parti- 
cular blefing refed upon the little companies, called 
bands. In fuch free heart’s-converfations between peo- 
ple of like fort, the inmoft longing of the heart was often 
beft difcovered. ‘The catechumens longed for baptifm, 
as they did not only hear, but fee that it muft be a happy 
life, for a perfon whofe “ heart was fprinkled from an 
“evil confcience, and his body wathed with pure 
“* water,” to have a right to rejoice in the communion 
with the body of Jefus. The baptized, not yet admit- 
ted to the Lord’s-fupper, fhewed a defire to be partakers 
of this grace; and nothing could be more painful to the 
communicants, than to be obliged at any time to forego 
this exalted good. A particular grace was perceptible 
this winter among the young men, and efpecially among 
the boys, and there was ground to hope that the ri- 
fing generation would be an honour to our Saviour and 
a joy to the congregation. | 


| ae hee 
_ A pretty confiderable number of new inhabitants came 
hither, and fcarce a month but brought fome. ‘There 
were a couple of families, who were {ome time ago ftir- 
red up at the vifit made by two Greenlanders to the 
north. ‘The greateft part were people, who have lived 
a long time in the neighbourhood, and could not enjoy 
their wifh till one or other, who till now had kept them 
back, was gone off the ftage. Among the reft was an 
old widow, of whom nothing particular was known, but 
‚that fhe had once been buried, and after two days came 
to herfelf again. She gave a relation of her dead-fleep 
with many ftrange geftures; the brethren took occafion 
from this, to tell her about the Shepherd, that leaped 
into the jaws of death, to free and refcue us. from this 
montter, She was not a little aftonifhed, that God loved 
men’ in fuch a manner, and fhe afforded hopes of our 

(FSF yee Q, feeing 
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feeing her, or at leaft her children, one time or other, 
obtain falvation. ! 

Twenty eight of the catechumens, and eleven chil- 
dren, were made_partakers of baptifm. Among them | 
were two men, who had lived with the brethren in the 
year 1739, but had ever fince gone aftray, and were now 
flied with fhame and joy, that this grace was fill. 
vouchfafed unto them. — Bere aos 


§ 8. na 
On the other hand thirteen baptized happily de- . 
parted this life. Among them the following are worth 
of notice: | Be‘ 
1.) Jehu, alias Kuanak, a prize which the late Samu- —— 
el Kajarnak brought with him, in the year 1741, out of 
the fouth, being his brother’s fon. Our Saviour foor 
‘drew near to his heart, he was a real joy to us, and ac- 
cording to his meafure of knowledge, a blefing to-many 
heathen, efpecially the children. But the next year he © 
was obliged to go with his father to the north. At tak- 
ing leave we fell upon our knees with him, and He pray- _ 
ed fo movingly, that we fhed numberlefs tears together. _ 
After his father’s death, he returned a cripple ; but yet . 
got fo far cured, that he could go in his kajak. He was _ 
foon made partaker of the church-graces, had a fimple 
child-like heart, and amidft all the heavy circumftances 
of his fickly body, was always chearful. He once wrote 
thus of himfelf: “ I poor cripple am heartily poor, but 
“ our bleeding Saviour with his wounds is become my 
« comfort, befides which I have none. Whenever I 
<< think on this, my heart rejoices. Of my felf I 
"¢ fhould never have obtained comfort ; but he himfelf 
« has fixed my thoughts and fenfes upon his wounds. 
ce Therefore I conftantly cleave unto him, and becaufe I 
s am fo poor and wretched, I will ever hide myfelf in his 
«© wounds.” ia Fh 
2.) Auguftina, a chearful heart, and likewife a very 
fenfible helper, beloved and honoured by all her fifters. 
The time of her tedious ficknefs, the confequence of a 
_mifcarriage, fhe fpent in fuch a blefled manner as incited 
every body to vifit her, and be refrefhed by her joyful ex- 
peétation of her Bridegroom. 2,3 
3.) Jofeph, 
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3.) Jofeph, an extraordinary fine child, feven years 
old, which had been under a concern for two years about 
baptifm, and often made his defire known-with tears, was 
baptized on his fick bed, and thus went clean-wäfhed to 
the bleffed hoft arrayed in white robes. 

A man among the catechumens departed this life, be- 
fore he could be baptized ; yet comforted through the 
wounds of Jefus. The brethren afterwards learnt from 
the people of the houfe, that fhortly before his departure, 
he gave an account of our Saviour’s appearing to him 
with his wounds, and faying to him: “I appear to 
“* thee for this reafon, that thou mayeft fee and believe, 
** when thou comeft to me, that it is I.” 

As pleafing as it is to fee fouls go home to their Re- 
deemer, it was neverthelefs as afflicting, that this year 
three brethren loft their lives in. their kajaks, one of 
whofe bodies was only found, who, under water, had 
crept out of his kajak, and tied himfelf faft to it, that 
he might be found and buried. Their names were: 

Ifaac, an ufeful helper, and particularly worthy of 
love and confidence, becaufe of his fteady and invariable 
difpofition in all circumftances. Fiann 

Enoch, a poor weak mind, but one to whom our 
Saviour fhewed great mercy, and took him away at the 
right time into a ftate of fafety, feeing his heart was 
never in fo good a fituation, as at prefent. | 

Salmah, a fingle brother, a ftill and happy foul. For 
fome time a particular work of grace was apparentin him, 
which made him ready for his happy releafe. . 

There was in general this year a great deal of ftormy 
and dangerous weather. Four European brethren were 
once detained at an uninhabited part'of the country by a 
ftorm, which lafted three days, and could have no pro- 
vifion fent them. However they could go by, turns fix 
miles over land to the Greenlanders in the found, and 
thereby fave themfelves from famifhing. And in: O&to- 
ber nine Greenland-women going toa diftant uninhabited 
ifland to gather bilberries, were driven by a hard ftorm in 
their boat into the fea. But they were feen at. the right 
time by fome favagés pafling by, who carried them to 
their houfes, and took good care of them, till they could 


be fetched away. MIETE 
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THE TWENTY-FOURTH YEAR, 1750. 


§ er h e me 
Will give peace in this place, faith the Lord of hofts, Hag. 


ii. g. This was the promife which the brethrenina ~ 


- . particular manner received from the bible, the beginning, 
of this year, a time. of fo great difturbance in almoft all, 
other parts of the world ; ‚and it had its accomplifhment, 
im their place, both in'a temporal and fpiritual fenfe. 
The Amen, the faithful and true Witnefs, (which were the 
words prefixed to. the little text-book, containing the 
fayings of our Saviour) owned his poor lowly little flock 
out of the Greenland nation, (which, wretched, void 
of outward comelinefs, mall, defective, as it was, was 
yet his, and that was all it defired) I fay, he owned this 
little flock, according to the gracious good pleafure 
he has in his reconciled children of men, at the very firft 
entrance of the year in the moft holy facrament of his 
body and blood; and, throughout the whole, one fab- 
bath after another, in his word; and one month after 
another, both on congregation-days, and, in particular, 


_ 


on communion-days, in the holy facraments of baptifm | 


and of the Lord’s-fupper; nay, in all’ its daily meetings, | 


and in the filent converfe of every hungry foul with her 

ünfeen Friend. . ©. “ | Ye 
Indeed at the beginning things did not feem to rofper 

rightly with the catechumens ; and the 6th of January 


being the day of the manifeftation of Chrift to the Gen- - 


tiles, which was always wont to be a great baptifm-day, 
pafled this time without this folemnity. Yet after a fer- 
mon upon the words, 4 Light to lighten the Gentiles, a 


particular meeting was held with fifty-five unbaptized, — 


at which many difcovered a great defire after our Saviour ° 


and baptifm; nay, a widow could not fleep the night 
following, and, as fhe faid, was obliged to get up and 
eo out, to weep before our Saviour for the haftening of 
this grace. The greater was the joy, and the more. the 


thankful tears both of teachers and “hearers, that on 


Jan. 1g, being the memorial-day of the Greenland- 


miffion, they could aflure fourteen catechumens of the ~ 
A Si nigheft _ 
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nigheft expetation of baptifm, by reception among the 
candidates. ‘The word of the day: Thou halt remember 
thy ways, and be afhamed, gave occafion to recolle& with 
joy and fhame, what the Lord, thefe twenty-three 
years, had done for this wild and wafte place, on which ° 
.a temple of God of living ftones now ftands, and how 
-tichly he had comforted the congregation for the lait 
difficult years, healed the hurts, and repaired the breaches 
and had brought every thing temporally and fpiritually 
‚toa happy iflue, , a chap 
.. * We thank him, weeping at his pierced feet,—for 
““ nought fo much, as his atonement great.” But yet - 
‚external well-being was no {mall excitement for offering | 
him thanks and praife. In the fpring was again a great 
famine among the heathen, Mr. Dalager the fa@tér 
‚having been at Kellingeit on the blubber-trade, a place 
lying twenty leagues to the fouth, and generally abound- 
ing with feals, brought nothing but the lamentable news 
of people perifhing with hunger ; indeed he brought too 
2 particular prefent for the brethren, viz..a deferted 
little girl, whom the favages, for want of food, had 
twice laid in a diftant cave, to avoid feting her die for 
hunger ; but on finding her ftill alive, when they went 
two days after to fee after her, they caft her quite naked 
into the fea. And as even the fea would not be her 
grave, aman* touched with compaffion, but able ta 
‚give her nothing, laid her in anempty ftore-houfe, Pre- 
tently after came the merchant, and hearing the affair, 
was moved with pity, ordered this poor worm to be 
„brought, though fhe was emaciated to a perfect fkeleton 
with cold and feveral days hunger, cloathed and fed her 
_with his own hands, brought her home, and, as fhe had 
alittle life left in her, he jent her in a bag to the bre- 
thren, with an offer to be helpful to any poor widow, 
that would take upon her to care for and bring her up. 
_ She is ftill alive, to,the joy of her, benefactor. May 

the bleffing of her, that was ready to perifb, come upon 


him! 


_. # This compaflionate Greenlander, a couplefof years after, believed and 
was baptized. ‘ 


Q ‘a This 


nr 
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‘This famine drove many Greenlanders to vifit here. 

But it was with the moft, as if want and ahxious cares had . 
benumbed their fenfes, and had only reridered their hearts 

more hard. Ours, by good order and management, had 
fuch a fufficiency, as to be able to fpare the hungry a 
morfel. A fevere cold brought many fea-fowl to the 
iflands to their relief; and a few peafe and oatmeal were 
diftributed among. the poor widows and orphans, ‚and » 
alfo among a couple of families, whofe heads were unfit — 
to venture to fea in all forts of bad weather, for which 
they blefled their benefactor in a fimple letter of thanks. 
In the mean time the growing want-caufed many, for 
this time, to move very early, viz. in the beginning of 
March, with their families to other places, where they 
were vifited from time to time, and by this opportunity 
‘the heathen were called upon too; although but few, 
this year, were nigh at hand, and no more than two 
houfes were inhabited in Kangek, which is generally 
very populous. — | AUT 


Towards Eafter the are part came to the bleffed 
commemoration of the Paffion-week, though the bad 
‘weather kept back feveral. In the Eafter-holidays, 

fone confufion was made by an American captain, who 
pretended, that the ice forced him to run in. He was 
probably the fame ‘pirate that had, two years ago, 
‘carried off fome men with him, But be that as it will, 
it-was faid after this man’s departure, that he had robbed 
‘many Greenlanders of their goods. ‘The chief. uneafinefs 
indeed was between the captain and his crew; but yet 
‘the people of thefe parts were obliged to be well on their 
guard againft any hoftile attempt, and at leaft to prevent 
‘any Greenlanders being fnatched away, as both his load- 
‘ed guns gave caufe of apprehenfion, and he had even 
‘confined one of our Greenlanders on board. “The mer- 
chant ordered foine of his crew, who’ came afhore in the ~ 
boat, to be put in hold, till -he difmified the Greenlan- 
der; therefore he came himfelf on fhore, and made due 
fatisfaction. | re 

In June, the fhip bound for. Frederic’s-hope, being 
again hindered by the icesfrom running in there, came 
to Good-hope; and Ball’s-River being quickly atu 

Alle 
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filled with ice, fhe was forced to lie nine weeks, and at 
her.departure, was again under.a neceffity of running into 
Fifhers-bay. In the mean time John Scerenfen gave no- 
tice of his fafe arrival at Naparfok, thirty leagues north 
of Good-hope, where the fhip bound hither, was oblig- 
ed by the ite to fly for fhelter. The ice appeared fo 
dangerous, that it was fcarcely to be hoped that the fhip 
could come in. ‘Therefore one of the brethren went 
with a women’s-boat to fetch him, and brought him, be- 
tween the ice and the fhore, to within two leagues of the 
colony into the found. But here they were obliged to 
flay fome days with the Greenlanders, as the inlet was 

-fo full of ice, that the Greenlanders, and likewife fome 
failors, who were gone to the iflands in queft of eggs, : 
and had been fhut up with ice, were obliged to walk. 
over the ice home. Yet fome Greenlanders ventured to 
carry our brethren fome provifion. But though a {mall 
opening was again made in the ice, yet as it was not ' 
fufficient, they had a very toilfome and dangerous piece of 
work. Sometimes they were forced to carry their kajaks 
on their heads or in their hands; fometimes to fhove 
them before them, or draw them after them ; fometimes 
to ufe them as bridges to ftep over from one piece of ice 

to another; fometimes to fit in them, and pafs between 
the ice ; till they reached our brethren, who, after being 
detained four weeks, and pafling backwards and for- 
wards in the ice, at length arrived fafe. But it was five 
weeks after this, before the fhip could run in. 


| § 4. 

Nothwithftanding all this ice, the Greenlanders were 
obliged to go on the capelin-fifhery, and a miffionary 
along with them. In their way to the place, a women’s- 
boat was crufhed to pieces, but the people were faved. 
On their return, a heavy-laden boat likewife received a 
hard crufh. The Greenlanders unloaded their cargo, 
and fet up a tent upon a large cake of ice, but hard 
weather coming on, and the cake breaking, they were 
forced to quit tent, lading and all, and make a fhift to 
fave themfelves in the damaged boat. Such-like particu- 
lar occurrences and prefervations were’ experienced by 
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more about this time, when many loft their little all, but 
no body his-life. a ot 
Thus with refpect to their provifion, things had a yery. 
indifferent appearance; add to this, that they caught but. 
a {mall number of feals in autumn. However, provi- 
dence had cared for them in another way, viz. many. 
whales had been feen at the fpring of the year, which are 
wont to come but feldom into thofe parts. Now though 
they could catch none, the Greenlanders here-abouts 
being unprovided for fuch exploits, yet in the fummer 


x 
r 


they found a dead whale, and in autumn they caught — 


fome Ardluit, a fort of fword-fifh, which feed upon 


feals*. Thus they were furnifhed with fo much flefh | 


and blubber, that they had to fpare. be 

It is eafy to imagine, that the European brethren, in. 
their providing neceflaries, and efpecially in gathering the_ 
needful turf and-wood, muft fall exceeding fhort, as in. 
the beft fummer-months, fcatce a Greenlander, not to 
fay an European with his boat, could make his way 
“through the ice, ee ne 


‘The vaft quantity of ice, which was fo great an ob- 
un iM, is Br TS! BA 
ftacle to providing neceflaries for the body, was, on the, 


other fide, not without fome good effect. For again a 
large troop of Southlanders calling upon the brethren in 
their way to the north, were neceflitated partly to flay 
longer with them than ufual, and partly to take up their 
abode in thefe parts. Which was a defirable opportunity 
of inftilling fomething into their hearts and confei- 
ences. | [ai ER 

A ftirring ftill fubfifted among the neighbouring hea-, 
then, though not fuch an univerfal awakening as twelve 
years ago; this the brethren learnt from our Greenland 
helpers when they came home. For as they now did 


not accoft the heathen of their own accord, which did © 


more harm than good to fuch, as had long heard the 
‘word of God, and were cloyed with it; they were often 


invited to {peak .a little to them ‘and theirs, which they - 


* See B. II. § 20. 


t The vifits of the miffionaries among the heathen, and what occurred . 


thereat, are this time, as, well as feveral times before, ‘omitted for 
brevity’s fake, * * 


Ky. thea 


\ 
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then always did with joy, though many ‘till had’recourfe 
to various fhifts and evafions, why they could not wholly 
furrender themfelves up to their Redeemer. - It appeared, 
that many conferred with flefh and blood, which every 
where, and fo likewife among the heathen, choaks fo 
many good motions. ‘Thus one faid: “I have two 
«< wills, one yielding, and the other withftanding ; thefe 
*¢ two wills are at variance with each other, and as yet 
“© the withftanding will always prevails.” “The old weil- 
known forcerer Kaffiak often prefled the Greenland- 
brethren into his houfe, in order to fpeak a littie to his 
family, that his children might attain fome good know- 
ledge. But on the propofal being made to him, whether 
he himfelf would not make the beginning ‘by his own 
converfion, he gave anfwer: “ My fpirit indeed is never 
“ without fome {mall inclination to it, but my flefh is 
“<< too weak.” And a fcholar of the conjurers, after a 
long conyerfation with a Greenland-helper, lamented, 
that though he had once madea beginning of being con- 
verted, he was now fo captivated by the evil fpirit fince 
his engaging in the forcerers fchool, that he was in 
great doubt whether his converfion would ever take 
effect, <- | ER RR ey he 
 T'he Greenland helper Daniel, who, three years ago, 
made the vifit to the north, and ftill proceeded in vifiting 
the heathen, and making known unto them the way of 
falvation, related of his vifit to Kookcernen and Kan- 
gek, that he had every where met with willing’and at- 
tentive hearers. A man told him, that oftentimes, when 
rowing alone in his kajak, he calls to mind what he has 
heard of our Saviour. One conjurer faid to him, that 
he had indeed heard much fpoken of believing, but did not 
know what particular advantage the believers had above 
the unbelievers ; for he was not yet fuch a proficient, (as 
fome angekoks boafted they were) as to be able to travel 
about in the other world, and to learn the ftate of de- 
parted fouls, of which are many different ftories. Our 
Greenlander anfwered: ““ We fhall come into a very 
© slorious place, which we cannot defcribe, becaufe we 
‘€ have never yet feen it; but the greateft glory will con= 
<< fift in feeing our Saviour, on whom we believe, with 
sour eyes. But this is a place none can come to, ex- 

; sc cept 
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<¢ cept he is born of water and the Pais and moreover. 


<< he muft firft lay afide his body, which mutt be turned _ 


<“ to duft, And out of this our Saviour will make a 
‘‘ new body, in all refpeéts complete; and with this 


** body believers fhall enter into that fine glorious place, 


ss and live for ever with their Saviour.” 


G6 Bi canal 

However, bare motions were not all, but this year 
alfo many came nearer to the congregation of the faith- 
ful ; though fome, who could not accommodate them- 
{elves to that way of life, or rather not perfuade them- 
felves to an honeft furrender of their hearts, moved away 
again, and carried off with them many a foul, whom 
the Holy Ghoft had taken under his teaching. ‘Thus a 
widow, difgufted that fhe was not admitted to baptifm 


foon enough, moved away again; ‘‘for, faid fhe, it 
| ee 


<¢ puts one to too great fhame, to hear it faid after feı 
« mon: Now the unbaptized go home, (ie, miffa el. 
A family, that had prepared its winter habitation, moved 


away likewife, but two young people ftayed -behind. 


Now fhortly after, the daughter of this family dying, — 


the father brought her corpfe with a great cry, faying : 
<< Here I bring my daughter, who always had ‚a defire 
‘ to live with you, but I, wicked man, oppofed it; 
<< and therefore he, on whom fhe believed, has punifhed 
sc me, and ‚taken her from me. But fhe intreated me to 
« bring her body to the belieyers land, and that ye, at 
s* her burial, would fing her a hymn, as ye do other 
‘¢ believers. And I alfo beg the fame.” Another man, 
who lived here laft winter, went again in the {pring with 
his family to the heathen, and indeed to the very worft 
in thefe parts. Neceffity drove him quickly again to the 
brethren; for attempts.had been made upon his life. His 
enemies, (fome of whom have fince .been converted,) 
purfyed-him, but endeavoured to clear themfelves of the 
jmputations laid upon them; and at Jlaft told him, 
*¢ that he had now nothing to fear, as he lived-among 
‘* good people.” As foon.as ‚he was out of danger, he 
went away again ; however.a;girl was, not to be perfuad- 
ed to it, but forfook her people, and ftayed. Another 
child, whofe parents were going away, being afked, if 


fhe 


— 
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fhe would leave us too? the mother janfwered; yes, 
it is on the child’s account we muft be ‘gone, becaufe 


She will not ftay. But the child faid: ‘* Ah! mother, 


“ you area great liar; I would be glad to ftay here, 
* and learn our Saviour’s words, but you have per- 
€ fuaded my father to depart *.” ii 

~ Qn the other hand, many children,- who had for- 
fook father and mother and followed Jefus, had the 
happinefs to draw their relations after them. A Green- 
lander in Pifükfarbik, who fer many years had com- 
munication with the brethren, but could never refolve 
to forfake this land, where he was held in great repute ; 
being at the capelin-fifhery got a fight of his daughter, 
who had moved from him and was baptized, and fhew- 
ed his refgntment at it. But fhe modeftly told him the 
reafons that induced her to it, fet forth to him the hap- 
pinefs of the believers, concluding with thefe words: 
“¢ So happy may you alfo be; but if you will not, I 
€ cannot ftay and perifh with you.” ‘This foftened his 
‚heart, and he began ‚to weep, went with her to the 
‘miffionary, and declared his intention now was: not to 


take away-his daughter from the baptized, but rather 


to go with her. He defired him only to engage her, 
with ‘another or two, to help him to put his.matters in 
order. This was done, and at length he himfelf came, 
with his two fons and the reft of his houfhold, .and faid : 
« Now I come to you alfo, and will not leave you 
“ again. only with thatthe reft of my children may 
*¢ foon be baptized, for they are young and have a de- 
“¢ fire after our Saviour. As to myfelf I amina very 
“€ indifferent ftate, and am not likely to come to much; 
“¢ but yet, at lying down and rifing up, Icall.to mind 
« whatlhave heard of ourSaviour, and [am come hither 
*< on purpofe to hear more.” He came alfo frequently 
«to. enquire whether his; grown fon was not foon to be 


“baptized. “* I myfelf, faid he, dare not think of bap- 


/ 


< tifm, as I am very bad and old too, and incapable of 
‘6 learning much more; ‘but yet [will live and die with 


* Lately an account. was received» from Cape-Farewell or Statenhook, 
that this girl fill continues to {peak of the believers, frequently fings and 
prays, and begs her parents to go back with her, 


* + He now believes with his whole houfe, 


se you; 


~z 


Saviour ftill to have mercy upon him, 


‘both in individual fouls, and in public and priva 


‘end of the world, was vifibly fulfilled, if not in‘all a 
-ereatelt part. Immediately after the winter-recefs, a1 


‘to render Jefus truly neceflary and lovely to the 


‘ther, they advanced in acquaintance and co 
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«< you, for it is very reviving to me to hear of our) 
«© Saviour *.” aie On eS 99 

| ZIERT RE ac 


A vaft many new evidences of grace migh 


der 

meet 
ings, if it was proper to follow the order of a diar 
For the word of Jefus: J am with you always even unto 


each (for there were fick members too) yet in 
Spirit of grace moyed in the meetings, bufily tending 


of the people. ‘The band-keepers brought in pl 
accounts concerning the little companies called bz 
with what eagerneis the fouls laid hold of the vor 
life, which had that fruit, that it produced refpeéti 
cither change of mind, or growth in grace. In fp 
with the communicants previoufly to the Lord’s- 
it might be faid of the moft, that from one time 


with their unfeen Friend; and if any one had fuft 
the leaft interruption herein, he either difcovered his 
viation himfelf, and did not approach to that 1 
was willing, without difguft, to be refufed, 
mitted to the chaftifement as a falutary me: 
ment. Thus it is faid of one, that of I 
abfented himfelf for years from the ble 
came uncalled to a miffionary, and told 
ny tears; he had carried fuch a burden 
he could bear it no longer, and chert 
him as he was; for he could not help himfelf. An 
Saviour prefently proved again gracious to his heart. — 
The conferences with the helpers did not confift in 
bare rehearfals of what they had to remark concerning 


others, but their own hearts and minds reaped the 


* What fimplicity and integrity of mind! Might not this heathen put 


us in mind of our Saviour’s words concerning the centurion at Capernaum : 


I have not found fo great faith, no, not in Ifrael ? Matt, viii. And will not 


many from the eaft and weft, and’ from the north, fit down in the king- 
dom of heaven? while to others, who have it in their power to boaft: We 
kuwe eaten and drunk in thy prefence, and thou baft taught in our firgets, ik 
will be faid, Z know you not, whence you are, 


greateft 
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Bean benefit from them. If any of them had com- 
mitted an error, the reft were fo ingenuous with them, 
as to eprefent the matter to them ferioufly, but in love; 

vhich’was well taken and turned to their profit. T he 
es likewife took an occafion to explain to 
‘yeafons on which a congregation and its fta- 
utes are founded, but particularly to inculcate deeper 
nto their hearts the careful education of the children, as fel- 
yw-heir's of the kingdom of grace, and to animate them 
a congregation-like order in their houfes. Joyful 
accounts were alfo given, that a’ particular nearnefs of 
_ Jefus was often perceived in their houfes, efpecially at- 
_ ter the communion and congregation-days. A widow 
_ Raid: “ She was in a particular manner well in her 
“ heart this winter; fhe could not have imagined, that 
© it was poffible to ‘lead fitch a happy life’ in the ftate 
\ vidowhood.” She added, “ The widows perceiv- 
d the peace of God among them, and fometimes 
er entered upon various profitable fub- 
of difcourfe ; and if it happened now and then, 
at one ‘sed iby old ones would tell fome ar bi 


fked each other hen in feveral houfes con- 
one or another point delivered in the public 


chriftianity in Europe, which the Greenlanders could 
not pofibly have 1 : ght underftanding of; the help- 
ers defired a farther illuftration of one and another 
matter, which they again occafionally communicated to 
their people in atheir houfes. 


&§ 8, 

~The number of inhabitants was increafed this year 
Inh thirty two perfons. And thefe with the remaining 
unbaptized, made above fixty catechumens, eleven of 
whom were received among the baptifmal candidates. 
Thirty-fix perfons had been made partakers of holy bap- 
tifm, among whom were feven children. Seventeen 
perfons had been admitted to the holy communicn; and 
nine 


f 
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nine couple joined in matrimony. CE the twenty-one. x 
gone toreft, were in particular the following. a | ed 

1.) Paul, a married man, came hither in the year. i 
1745, but. continued for two years pretty infenfible, 

‚In the year 1747 our Saviour found a way to his heart,  _ 
and fo haftened the work of grace, as to render him — 
quickly a fit fubject of baptifm. ‘Three years after he 
attained to the holy communion. Much might be faid 
of his particular leading. We were often obliged to let. 
him take his own courle, (in which, notwithftanding, 
he walked without wi: neither were remonftran- __ 
ces of any avail; and he would then of his own accord 
generally, for a confiderable {pace of time, abfent him- __ 
felf from the holy facrament. But whenever he came 
to recolleétion, the work of the Holy Spirit, without 
much human interpofition, was attended with fucha — 
powerful effect upon his heart, that it was aftonifhing. 

He proceeded for fome years in this interchangeable | 
way, till laft fummer, when our Saviour directed him 
into the evangelical path of poor finners, and gave him 
a fenfe of his great love to fuch. From that time, he 
remained, to the joy of every one, in a conftant blefled 
intercourfe with our Saviour and with his brethren, 
who were able to rejoice over him heartily, and thank 

_ our Saviour for the grace beftowed upon him. His un- 

commonly edifying ficknefs and end in the new-year’s 

night, comforted and made us afhamed as to all the 
pains and trouble we had for years on account of this 
now fo happy heart. . Be. Pet han 

2.) Barnabas, a boy, the late Boaz’s fon, and one 

of Samuel Kajarnak’s kindred, had great gifts of mind, . 
and an agreeable difpofition, could read and write well, 
and might, in procefs of time, have been an ufeful in- 
ftrument among his nation. But his too great propen- 
fity to manage the kajak, was the means of his being 
taken home: for overfetting in February, though “he 
was faved, yet as the cold was terrible, and nobody had 
any dry cloaths at hand to put upon him, he was under 

the fad necefüty of freezing fo that it extinguifhed life. 

While he was able to fpeak, he is faid often to have 
called out: ““ Ineither can nor will let my Saviour go 
* out of my heart. J rejoice that I am going to him.” 


> 
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As the extreme cold prevented their getting any ftones 
to make graves, his, and three corpfes more, were {et 
alıde in a Greenland ftore-houfe, till the froft broke. 

3.) Zaccheus, a fingle brother, came often fince the 
year 1742 to the brethren, but was always fetched away 
again by his father, till in the year 1748 he took fo much 
courage, as entirely to give him a denial and ftay here, 
He foon after obtained holy baptifm, and three years 
after that, was made a fellow-partaker of the body and 
_ blood of Jefus. He was very little of {tature, and of 
an uncomely afpect, but a very good heart, willing, - 
faithful, and of manifold ufefulnefs; and accordingly 
he was choir-fervant in the brethren’s houfe, one of the 
overfeers, and moreover the ordinary barber of the Eu- 
ropeans. Some years ago he wrote the following letter. 

“ ] am fenfible of my wants, and if our Saviour did 
_ * not dwell in my heart, I fhould be in a poor condi- 
« tion. But now I thank him, that he comes in unto 
*< me, and gives me his flefh to eat, and his blood to 
« drink. I could not be fatisfied, if I had no Sa- 
“* viour, and had he not died, I had never been faved. 
“« T cannot make many words, but I am thankful for 
* our teachers, which are fent us. Now we know, 
“ that our Saviour loves us; and he grants usedaily to 
“hear his word. When I think on my Saviour, my 
‘© eyes flow with tears. Ah! dear Saviour, thanks 
** to thee for not defpifing me, while a heathen. M 
“ own friends defpife me, but God be praifed, that I 
““ have a Saviour. He does not defpife me, though I 
“ am exceeding poor, and ‘good for nothing. And 
“ while I am in this world, I fhall never forget that he 
* bought me with his precious blood.” | 

4.) Timzus, the forementioned Daniel’s brother, 
and an acquifition of the journey he made ih the year 

1753; a ftill, chearful youth, from whofe eyes a Jefus- 
like afpeét beamed forth, which could not be beheld 
' without joy, nay, even refpeét. He foon attained to 
baptifm, and was confirmed for the holy: fupper; but, 
fhortly before the time of participation, he departed to 
his everlafting home. | 

5.) Maac Kainek, mentioned in the year 1753, aman 
35 quiet and «peaceable fince his baptifm, as he nh 
wi 


2 
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wild and ungovernable before, becaufe of: the. reftlefs- 
nefs of heart continually haunting him. He depart- . 
ed this life haftily of a violent fever, while he was a- 
mong the iflands with his family; who loft in him an_ 
induftrious and faithful father, and the congregation a 
refpectable difciple of Jefus.. |. : ieee 
6.) Ignatius, a young married man. Of. whom it 
is obferved, that he was at firft a very dry and. indiffe- 
rent Southlander, but-as foon as ‚our Saviour gained his 
heart, and he was baptized, he led a life truly happy and 
to every one’s fatisfaction. He faid toa miffionary, whe 
vifited hima little before his departure: “ Lam conti- 
« nually growing better and better.” . He is now at 
home, and reftored to perfeét health. . His ftate of heart 
appears from a letter of laft year. es RN 
<¢ I have nothing greater to exercife my mind upon, 
than that our Saviour died for me. And that being 
the moft joyful object of my heart, I meditate much 
upon it. When l am fenfible how greatly I am cor- 
< rupted, I intreat him with tears, to confer more grace 
< upon me. The communicants. indeed -furpafs me 
*¢ oreatly,” (for at that time he had not attained to the 
holy fupper of the Lord) ° which makes me efteem 
<< themgvery highly: yet I always think our Saviour out 
sc of love died for me alfo. Our Saviour be praifed, for 
*¢ bringing me to the believers ; for while I was among 
“ the ignorant *, I was a miferable man.” im 
7.) Henrietta, a fingle fifter, who fince her baptifm, 
has continued in a comfortable frame of mind ; fhe had 
good natural parts, and was not only a prompt reader, 
but wrote a neat hand. Her laft converfation with her 
labourer was of a refrefhing nature, and her ficknefs 
and end left an impreffion upon the wholehoufe. 
8.) Amos, a rough unpolifhed man at the beginning, 
who gave the brethren much trouble and concern, but 
in his laft years much joy by his tender and chearful 
difpofition. | 
9.) Sigifmund, the late Samuel Kajarnak’s brother’s 
fon, heard even in the year 1739, the gofpel of the re- 
conciliation of Jefus, but made little of it till 1748, 
when he was quite powerfully laid hold of at the new- 
* So they call the heathen, Nellurfut, Py 
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~ year’s vigil, and the next autumn left his father and 


rother, in order to live with us. From: that time a 


_ particular change took place in him. In the year 1752 


he was made partaker of baptifm, and 1753 of the. 


_Lord’s-fupper. He had a tender mind, lived in peace 


with every one, and in an exemplary manner in his mar- 
riage. As his own heart lived in the enjoyment of the 
happinefs from the wounds of Jefus, he had but one 
concern, viz. to fee his old father Tuffillartok, and his 
brother, partakers of the fame happinefs. And he was 
fo fortunate, as to bring them both hither with their 
families this autumn. Some days ago they went tope- 
ther to catch feals. On the way he declared his jo 


once more to his brother, that he and his father had at 
length repaired to the believers, For this was the onl 


thing he wifhed to live to fee, having felt a ftrong de- 
fire this fummer to go home to our Saviour; and he was 
pretty well aflured, that he fhould not live over this 
winter. He only wifhed that in cafe he overfet, his 
body might be found and buried. A few days after, he 
ftruck a large feal alone, which overfet him and drew 
him under water. His body according to his wifh, was 
found, and on October the 12th buried. It was expected, 
that his unbaptized father and brother would now for 
forrow move far away, but they foon came home, and 
prepared for their conftant ftay; thus this refidue of the 
Jate Samuel’s relations, after eighteen years waiting, 
were at length refcued, and fixed their abode with the - 
people of Jefus. | : | | 
ro.) The late Manoah’s widow, who thefe eight 
years fince her hufband’s deceafe, maintained herfelf — 
and her three children, though with no fmall trouble, 


‘yet with a chearful mind, like a widow that trufted in 


God. She lived, efpecially the two laft years, in which 
fhe lay ill of a confumption, in a hearty connexion with 
our Saviour, Notwithftanding her longing for a fpeedy 
releafe, fhe was chearful and refigned to his will, only 
crying out feveral times: “Ah ! my Saviour, how happy 
« will it be for me, when I fhall be able to kifs thy 
‘© wounds in hands and feet.” 
Among the unbaptized who départed this life, was 


‚an old fingle man, who had lived here very quietly and 
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orderly, but as a feparatift, having not attended the fer 
mon above twice, though often reminded of it by his: 


countrymen. In his ficknefs he gave a Greenland help=; 


er to underftand fo much, that he was now forry, he. 
had fpent his time to no better purpofe, | ‘ tol 


yy 


THE TWENTY-FIFTH YEAR, 17576 4 


yr eat ’ 

HE laft year ended with a fevere cold, attended , 

: with abundance of frofty exhalations and alternate 
ftormy and fnowy weather, which lafted till March. 
Now as the iflands were hereby inclofed with ice, and. 
the heathen prevented from going in queft of their food, 
fuch an univerfal and fevere famine followed, as no Eu~ 
ropean had ever feen. At the very beginning of the 
year, came many famifhed heathen ; and how could the 
brethren refufe letting them fhare with|them, when one 
lamentable account after; another, of children perifhing, 
with hunget in one place, and old helplefs people being. 
buried alive in another, reached their ears? In March. 
the diftrefs was at the greateft height, as may be feen. 
from the relation of the vifit of two brethren in Kangek, - 
It is as follows: WS I ol 
*‘ March 23, we fet out on our journey. Though. 
“ the. fea ftill imoaked vehemently with cold, yet the’ 
“© wind was favourable, and we foon reached Kan-. 
“© gek. . The Southland-ftrangers received us kindly, © 
““ and heard our word gladly. . We pafled farther to a. 
« houfe, which for want of blubber, the people had - 
« Jong fince forfaken*, and fold the timber to us, Near 
“© the houfe we found fifteen perfons half ftarved to . 
*¢ death, lying in fuch a fmall and low provifion-houfe, _ 
“* that we could not ftand upright in it, but were forced _ 


= 
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* to creep in on our bellies. “They lay one upon ano-. 


* When the Greenlanders have burnt all their oil, or, as their phrafe is, 


the lamps muft go out, with which they warm their boufes and drefs their 


xt, 


« ther 


wi€tuals, they move into a clofe hole, which requires fewer lamps to warna 
yt ? 


er 
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© ther all manner of ways, only to keep themfelves 
“ warm. They had no fire, nor the leaft morfel to eat. 
<“ For very faintnefs they did not care to lift up them- 
« felves, or fpeak with us. At length a man brought 
“ a couple of fifh from the fea. A girl took one of 
“ them, raw as it was, tore it to pieces with her teeth, 
** and gorged it down with violence. She looked as 
<< pale as death, and was ghaftly to behold. Four 
“ children of thofe people were already ftarved to death. 
S We diftributed among them a fhare of our {mall pit- 
** tance, and advifed them to go to our land; which 
“* they feemed a little unwilling to do, as they never 
*¢ had any inclination for the gofpel, and always care- 
“fully avoided all communication with our Greens 
“¢ Janders. | 3 
_ ».*© From hence we would have vifited in the other 

*¢ iflands, but could get no farther for the ice than to 
. ** the noted Kaffiak. In the evening our Greenland help- 
* er Daniel kept a hearty difcourfe to the family, to 
* the following purport: * My dear. friends, our Sa« 
_  viour loves’ us and all men ; for he not only miade us, 
“ and fupplies us with food and raiment, whether we 
“ own it or not; but he alfo fhed his blood for us, in 
«<< order to deliver us from the evil fpirit, from fin and 
“ all the torment which we ought to have fuffered for 
“it. Ye well know, when ye cut your finger, what 
*¢. pain it gives. Do not ye think then, that our Sa- 
* viour endured inexpreffible pain, when in his deadly 
anguifh of foul, he fweated bloody fweat, was fcourged 
“ all over his body, had his hands and feet bored 
* through with nails, and his fide pierced with a fpear ? 
But why fay I this to you? For this reafon, to in- 
“ duce you once ferioufly to confider it, and, for our Savi 
‚our’s great love, to yield up your hearts to him, with 
every bad thing, to the end that he may free you 
therefrom by his blood, and beftow upon you a happy 
_ * jife.. I can teil you, that great happinefs is to be 
“ found in him. And if we cleave to him, and call. 
© upon him in all circumftances, the wicked enemy can 
“ do us no harm. He indeed greatly oppofes all fuch 
“ as are willing to be fet free from him by Jefus’s blood, 
“ and he perfecutes them as the falcon does. the little 
> R 2 “ birds; 
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‘ birds: But, as thefe fly under a great ftone, and hide _ 
& themfelves in the clefts.of the rocks, fo we fecure our- 
“ felves in our Saviour’s wounds, &c. &c. | | 

“© The people liftened attentively, and we helped to 
© confitm his teftimony. The 24th and 25th, we vi- 
‘© fited in the reft of the houfes. The people were in 
‘© ceneral attentive to our words, yet fome oppofite. 
‘© The 26th, we fet forward on our return, but the 

“ ftrong wind and high fea, which carried us: along 
' & with violence, obliged us to lie by in a comer with 
« fome. Greenlanders of the colony, who were indeed. 
“€ ready to ferve us, but they alfo had nothing to eat 
« nor bura. The children cried for hunger, and we gave 
« them a difh full of grits, which they inftantly eat up 
* raw. Having flayed with them fome hours, we were 
‘© able to go farther, and came fafehome in the even- 


2 bP) 


ao 


a 
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_ In the mean time the abovementioned ftarving: people 
were alfo arrived, and had been diftributed iad fed in 
the Greenland houfes. At firft they were not to be fa- 
tisfied, but went to feek at the duft-heaps the fifh-bones 
already fufficiently chewed, and pieces of old. fhoes. 
» More fuch were foon added to the former, and though 
our Greenlanders themfelves were forced to make hard 
fhifts, as the bad weather made it almoft impracticable 
for them to go out, and when they did, they often re- 
turned empty; yet they communicated to the. poor fuf-. 
ferers. with willing hearts. The Lord alfo blefled them 
in their provifions, and providence had previoufly cared 
for them; as they had fhortly before the extreme cold ~ 
and ftormy weather, caught many feals, and alfo had 
killed a great white bear in the iflands, which are fel- 
dom feen in thefe parts; therefore they received it as a 
goat benefaction for the poor, from the hands of their 
Father.. “The wants of our brethren and fifters, it 
“ js faid in the diary of the beginning of April, fome- 
times put us to ftraits, becaufe it is not in our power 
** to relieve them, as we could heartily with; but yet 
our Saviour helps them on from day to day, and they 
“* are very chearful and lively. withal.: We often can- 
not help wondering at their refourees; fo that nei- 
“ ther 
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* ther the ftrangers nor our own people need go hun- 
© gry to bed; and yet we have many poor widows and 
“ orphans, befides'many a helplefs family. We find 
“6 therefore fufficient reafons to comply with this day’s 
“ exhortation of our little text-book of morals: When 
“© thou haft eaten and art full, then thou fhalt blefs the Lord 
“© thy God. (Deut. vilis to.) ** Who us adopted has, 
“that we now may call him Father: he will always 
« for us provide.” We have had many opportunities 
- to put in practice the moral inftructions * of laft 
“month, as: The poor fhall never ceaje out of the land; 
© therefore 1 command thee, faying, thou [halt open thine 
“ hand. wide unto thy brother, to thy poor: and to thy needy, 
“© Deut. xv. a1. Uf there be among you a poor man of éne 
“6 of thy brethren, thou fhalt not harden thy heart, nor Jhut 
“© thine hand from thy poor brother; but thou fhalt open thine 
“hand wide unto him, and shalt furely lend him fuffictent for 
“his need. Thou fhalt furely give him, and thy heart frall 
“not be grieved when thou giveft unto bim. Deut. xv. 7, 
“ 8, 10. Sf thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay 
“ with thee, then thou fhalt relieve him: yea, though he be 
“ a flranger or a fojourner ; that he may live with thee. Lev. 
“© xxv. 35. Honour the Lord with thy fubftance. Prov. iii. 9. 
“§ Give to him that afketh thee. Matt. v.42. 0 ‘ 

Pee N § 3: | | 
'* Inthefe heavy circumftances they neverthelefs con- 
tinued together till after Eafter, when moft of the fa- 
milies were difperfed to their providing-places; and then 
went together to the capelin-fifhery under the infpe&tion 
‚of a miflionary. There they chearfully celebrated the 


_ * Thetitle of this manual is, An effay to a little book of moral principles for 
the congregation, divided, according to our ufual method, into fbort lejons for 
every day, and calculated to be ufed as found proper, 1756. As the watch- 
word-books do not come to hand in Greenland before the lait half of the 
year, fo this year they made good ufe of this little book of ethicks. From 
the ısth of February till the 8th of April, the Ten commandments were 
treated of, and each slluftrated by divers moral precepts and fayings of holy 
writ, whereto were joined antiphons out of ancient and modern hymns. 
The texts quoted above, together, with fome more, were thofe which elu- 
cidate the tenth commandment. Thus the whole moral fyftem of the Bible 
was comprized in as many texts, as there are days in the year; and the 
Greenlanders Jearnt to underftand them, prattically, and efpecially the ten 
commandments, in their daily meetings and catechilätions, 
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feaft of Pentecoft, as: well as the dreary fituation of a — 
defart, and the multiplicity of labour permitted. * It 
“© was a heart-rejoicing fight (fay they) to fee before 
“ us in this defart a company of three hundred finners, 
°© redeemed and faved by the blood of Jefus. The. 
*¢ weekly meetings, the fermon, and efpecially the li+ 
“© tany,, were held. with a blefied fenfe of the prefence 
<< of our Saviour. I then had a conference with the 
€ helpers. ‘They rejoiced.at the grace, which in gene- 
<‘ ral was manifeft among our people, and exprefled 
“© themfelves exceeding prettily concerning the bleffin 
‘© which they had often perceived in the finging, an 
“© in converfation in the families, efpecially during the 
* winter. I again reminded them, how neceflary it 
** was for them to obferve order themfelves, and thus’ 
“* feta good example to the reft. ‘Though, it is true, 
** by reafon of ‘their difperfion, (circumftances not ad ° 
mitting, at prefent, their being near together) fome- 
times things occur of an afflictive nature, yet I per 
** ceived both at vifiting in their tents, and in all the 
‘¢ meetings, that the Lord is among us.” 4 
After the return of the greateft part (fome ftaying a 
while longer, in order to goa hunting rein-deer ) they 
were foon difperfed again in the iflands, as ufual, to at~ 
tend the hallibut-fifhing and catching feals, and were 
fo fuccefsful this time as to catch, among them all, feve- 
ral times a hundred feals a day, and at laft a fword-fifh 
too; whereby they were once enabled to fpare the trade _ 
to the amount of an hundred and fixty barrels of 
blubber. - Nae Aw 
‘They were cftentimes vifited for fome days, while in 
this employment; and were found chearful, bufy and 
orderly. The little children efpecially were a caufe of 
joy, who often excited their parents to tell them fome- ~ 
thing of their dear Saviour. But forthe prefent, not 
tnuch was to be done with the heathen; moft of them 
were moved away, and as to their old acquaintance, 
they generally went no farther than a bare acknow~ 
ledgement of the truth, without being obedient to it, 
Among the reft, one heathen {aid to a Greenland helpery 
who was defirea by the heathens themfelves to {peak in 
fome houfes: ‘* We now hear the matter fo plainly, 


; “ that 
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that we cannot but underftand, that God loves man- 
“* kind, and would gladly fave them. But we fhall 
“ never be able to learn all that ye know.” Our 
Greenlander replied: “ The matter among us does not 
sé come by learning, we ourfelves having learnt but 
* jictle by rote, but from hence, that we have given 
« up our hearts to our Saviour, and he has faved us, 
4 and what we have experienced in our hearts, that we 
peak.” They wondered at it, reckoned the believers 
happy; and wifhed they were fo too; but it went no far- 
ther for the prefent. 

But few vifits were paid this fummer by the hea- 
then, except by fome from the north, who came to 
fee their relations ; and a couple of families from Fifh- 
er’s-bay, in which parts the motion among the Green- 
Janders increafed more and more. Two families of 
ours took a journey thither in the fpring, to-vifit their 
friends. Though they found their external fituation 
bad, and all in a very famifhing condition; yet they 
were received) with joy, and, on feveral occafions, 
had delivered here and there a teftimony, which was 
not without effect. 


Ae | 

One would think that the great famine would have 
caufed the Greenlanders to refort hither by troops, at 
leaft ‘with a pretence in their mouths, that they were 
difpofed to be converted. Yet not only no fuch peo- 
ple came, but others that did come for the fake of food, 
as foon as their hunger was fatisfied, haftened away 
again as faft as poflible. Nay, we have feen with what 
reluctance fome half-ftarved people concluded to apply 
for fuccour to their. believing countrymen, becaufe they 
had a fettled averfion to them. And though they came 
and obtained relief, not one of them ftayed, no not 
even fuch as have their relations in the place, who fpa- 
red no pains to keep them*. . 

One family, that had lived in the place before, came 
indeed again in their need, but foon went further. Ik 
was therefore more and more difcernible, that the true 
converfion of the heathen is a pure work of the Holy 


* They were afterwards informed, that’ two men of thefe ftarved people 


died fince, 
+. nce ap | | Ghott, 
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Ghoft, and that neither external profperity nor adver 
fity, neither perfuafion nor profit is able to move 
and gain their hearts, till the Spirit of God himfelf, 
by the promulgation’of the gofpel, knocks at the heart, 
and is able to convince them folidly of their unhappy 
‘condition. On the other fide, many inftances have 
been produced of fuch, as indeed have run aftray feve- 
ral years after this conviction, but yet at length un- 
urged by outward: adverüity, nay, even in their moft 
profperous circumftances, have been conitrained to yield 
themlelves up to Him, who had followed them without 
intermiffion *. ER ene A 

In the foregoing years, the inhabitants were com- 
‘monly increafed with thirty, fixty,: nay, feventy per- 
fons frem among the heathen; but at prefent no more 
than feven new ones came.. Among thefe were the 
famous forcerer Kafliak’s two fons, who had heaid the 
goipel many years both here and in Kangek, and were 


now at length determined to forfake heathenifm, and 
their magick}. Their, father had no objection to it, 
he efteemed them happy, but could not determine him-— 


felf to follow them. He afligned as the reafon, his being 
much too wicked a man; which made him apprehen- 
‘hve, left, were he to live with his children in New- 
‚Herrnhuth, he fhould be driven away with fhame and 
reproach, as was lately the cafe with a widow. He was 


-afiured, that this was not done, becaufe fhe was wicked 


and owned it, as he now did of himfelf; for as to fuch 
people as confefs it, and defire.to be relieved, they fhall 
foon find fuccour in the wounds of Jefus; but this fame 
“widow was fent away becaufe fhe reckoned herfelf good, 


\ 


and endeavoured at the fame time to feduce others. — 


Would fhe acknowledge the truth, and turn with all 
cher heart to the Lord, fhe fhould be received again with 


* The picture, which the author of the hymn: O Lord! afford thy light, 
&fc. draws of himfelf in the 2d, 3d and 4th verfes: “ I liv’d’in proud con- 
** ceit, knew.nothing of heart-forrow, &c. "Tis not for temp’ral loffes, 
- ¥€ that grief now wounds me fo, &c. "Tis foul’s pain makes me groan, dc.” 
is the fame as many Greenlanders, who have rov’d about for years together 
under the burthen of a reftlefs heart, would fay of themfelves, were they 
able to exprefs themfelves as clearly. \ 


$ One of them is baptized, but the other was drawn afide again. 


Joy te 
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joy *. But he ftuck to his purpofe, not to be convert- 
ed, left he fhould difhonour his former profeflion, 


I \ 


At their entrance into their winter-ceconomy, the ~ 
number of inhabitants amounted to three hundred and 
ninety two. Externally all was well and healthy. 
They were richly provided, and this time not one was 
~ Joft in his kajak, though often befet with perils in this 
dangerous occupation. One man was once fo inclofed 
with ice, that he was obliged to jump upon a flake, and 
drag his kajak with a feal the {pace of three miles after 
him; going along he often broke in up to. his arm- 
pits. Another time a women’s-boat fplit in two. But 
four kajaks were inftantly at hand, which tied them- 
felves two.and two together, took up the four women. 
that rowed before and behind, and thus brought them 
to land.. As one of the miflionaries was going with 
_ fome Greenlanders in a women’s-boat into the found, af- 
ter they had rowed a good way, the Greenlanders on fhore 
faw the boat begin to fink. One went directly after them, 
and fetched them back. ‘They were fcarce able to reach 
the fhore, and found, in unloading the boat, that it had 
-ahole at the bottom, which they fewed up, and then 
proceeded on their way again. A widower hada mind — 
to catch a difh of fifh-on the day he was to be married. 
‘On his return, he overfet, but as he was not far from 
land, he crept out, laid himfelf upon his kajak, and 
‘committing himfelf to the mercy of the waves, was 
thus driven by them on fhore. A boy tore a hole in 


his kajak with’ his hook, in drawing up 4 hallibut up-. 


on it, and began to fink. On his crying out, the reft 
haftened to him and faved him. 

_ Their external welfare therefore afforded matter of 
joy. As to the internal, its afpect was of a mixed na- 
ture. By occafon of a Lord’s fupper, it is once faid: 
« Six were, for the prefent, obliged to forego the 
“¢ bleffed participation of his flefh and blood in the hol 
<< Sacrament, fince, during their long abfence in ait 
“< tant parts, they had fuffered their minds to be cor- 
“ rupted by the ferpent from the fimplicity that is in 
} Which is likewife come to pafs, and the now walks without offence, 


66 Chrift, 
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es Chrift, and thus fallen into circumftances, which 
st caufed both us and them pain. Two 'people,- who 
« had walked quite unworthy of the gofpel, were 
« obliged to be excluded all fellowfhip ; which caufed 
$< oreat weeping when it was made known in the pub- ~ 
© Tic meeting. But now though our pain was great — 
se becaufe of thefe, our joy was ftill greater with re- 
se {pect to the moft; in whom we found a heart fenfi- . 
sc ble of its own poverty, hungry, and cleaving to 
«© their Lord, and they had fuffered nothing to difturb 
€ their intercourfe with their unfeen Friend.” “The 
brethren faw and heard afterwards from the Greenland 
helpers, what a falutary effet the chaftifement had up~ 
on the excluded; and the misfortunes of others proved 
a leffon of wifdom to the helpers themfelves, who were 
thus taught the bad confequence of acting according to 
one’s own will, (to which, people in common would 
fain give the appellation of liberty) and in prefump+ 
tion on one’s own ftrength affording oceafion to the 
enemy, efpecial!y while long and far diftant from the 
flock, to entangle one in his net. saben 


Among the accounts read to them on the monthly 
congregation-days, fome lives of children, departed in 
one or other of the European congregations, fupplie 
them with peculiarly agreeable matter for Porter n 
their long winter-evenings in an edifying manner; as 
likewife the account of the ftedfaftnefs of fome chri- 
ftians, in a ftate of vaflalage, under the barbarous treat- 
ment of their lords; again, the hard fate of the negro- 
flaves; and alfo the particular prefervation of the 
churches in the troubles of the war, adminiftered oc- 
cafion to a variety of natural, though wonderous and 
fimple refle&tions, from which they made this thankful 
conclufion, that though they were in a wild, mifera- 
ble and mee, climate, yet they lived under a mild 
government, could ferve their Saviour without molefta- 
tion, and be preferved from fo many calamities of the — 
earth, Nothing touched them fo deeply, as the demo- — 
lithing of the Indian congregation at Gnadenhütten in 
Penfylvania. And when a relation of fome. farther cir- _ 
| | cumftances 


. 
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eumftances was givento the helpers at their next meet. 
ing, for inftance, that though fome European brethren 
and fitters: were burnt, yet the Indians had time to ef- 
cape to Bethlehem, and therefore only loft their all in 
the,fire ; ‚thatıthefe poor refugees, together with a mul- 
titude of people burnt out in the country, were received. 
in Bethlehem, and, by: the affiftance of fome wealthy 
and compaflionate neighbours; were fed and cloathed ; 
this relation, I fay, excited ;fuch an. emotion among: 
them, as caufed them to»weep heartily, and to make 
offers of raifing alfo fome contributions for cloathing 
the naked, and feeding the hungry members of Chrift. 
One: faid: ** I have a fine rein-deer fkin, which I will 
“give.” Another: “ And Ia: pair of new rein-deer 
<< boots, which I will fend.” ‘And I, faid a third, 
< will fend them a feal, that they may have fome- 
“ thing to eat and to buin.” Now though their con- 
tributions, when turned into money, would be but of 
little value, yet the miffionaries did not chufe to reject 
the mite, or rather, the compaflionate, willing heart 
of their poor Greenland brethren and fifters, but order- 
ed the value of their prefents, (proffered with an equal 
meafure of joy and tears,) to be fent by their brethren 
_ in Europe to the needy in America, 


wee § 7. 

As the manner was fimple, though natural, in which 
they took fhare in the circumftances of other members 
ef Chrift; fo likewife were their difcourfes artlefs, but 
heart-ftriking, which they ufed in order to make the 
| labimels out of Jefus, the happinefs in his blood, 
and the conftant adherence to, and converfe with their 
wounded Friend, clear and neceflary to their country- 
men. It is indeed but a little, and commonly no more 
than the beginning of their difcourfes, which is noted 
down ; but perhaps one or another may find a relifh in 
that little. Thus, for inftance, faid 4, “ It is with us, 
- ®© as when a thick mift covers the land, ‘which hinders 

“ us from feeing and knowing any thing certain. But 
* when the mift difperfes, we get fight of one corner 
® of the land after another, and when the fun breaks 
% forth, we fee every thing clearly and ar 

: us 
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“< Thus it is with us. While we remain at a diftance 


«€ from our Saviour, we are dark and ignorant of our- 
10TABIE a OM 
<< felves; but the nearer approaches we make to him, 


«€ the more light we obtain in our hearts, and thus we 


“ Jearn rightly to difcover all good in him, and all evil 
«© in ourfelves.” &c. Mer TER  t$- Shark 

The fame faid another time: ** My dear brethren, 
“ give ear! I am now again to fpeak a little to you 
“¢ of our Saviour. Indeed, I know not much of him; 
< but fo much I know: he died for us upon the crofs, 


“< and fuffered his fide to be pierced, from whence ~ 


«© flowed. blood and water. Why did he do this? He 
“ has hereby provided for us a purification for heart 
«© and foul and members,: and if we meke a daily ufe of 
“* it, we may have a life of continual happinefs and fa- 
$¢ tisfaction, &c. st a 


. Daniel, (after having fhortly before poured out his 


heart to the miflionary, and then in the beginning of 
his difcourfe, confefled before the whole congregation, 
that, during, the fummer, he had ftayed too long in 


hunting rein-deer, and thus had fuffered damage in his 


heart,) faid among other things: “If we will .be truly 
“© well, our heart, mind and thoughts muft at all times, 


“ in a direct and fimple manner, "be fixed upon our Sa= — 


« viour’s blood and death. If not, we have no life, no 


¢ chearfulnefs, nor any thing.” The conclufion he 


made with thefe words: “ We may be as happy as we 
“ will; and if we are not fo, the fault is wholly and 
“© folely our own.” “eh te pet dp 
: Another time, he fpoke of the conftant communion 
with our Saviour, faying among other things: ** If we 
“ thus continually converfe with him, and have him 


“ in our eyes, as the man full of wounds and ftained — 
“ with blood, our fouls will be carried away, as with © 
“ a torrent, and we fhall be brought to his open-cleft, 
“ blood-flowing heart, juft as we fee the fea-grafs car= 


“ ried on in the current of the tide, and driven without 
« ftop on fhore.” | 


The fame Greenlander, on the feftival of the Holy Ghoft, i 
after fermon offered up a penetrating prayer, which the 


audience accompanied with many tears; among others 


hefpoke the following words; ‘‘God Holy Ghoft, we are 
; 2 ’ “ heartly 
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“ heartily afhamed, that we have all along behaved fo 
 & ij} towards thee, while thou doft treat us with fo much 
« goodnefs. Wedo not fo much as know, how very” 
“© wretched we are; but thou knoweft all things. 

“ Therefore we befeech thee, take us, poor and 
wretched children as we are, under thy care anew, 

“ ‘and ceafe not thy work, till thou haft quite brought 

<¢ us into the wounds of our Saviour. I call upon thee’ - 

« in behalf of us all, for forgivenefs of all paft difobe- 

« dience; and we promife thee to be from henceforth 
_ © thy faithful and obedient children.” | 
_ M. delivered himfelf thus in his difcourfe: “I can | 
_ & never be chearful, nay, I am in the fame anxiety of 
6 mind as a man feels that is with deep concern in fearch’ 
“ for fomething he has loft, if at any time I have not 
_ our Saviour in the form of his fufferings in my. heart. 
«His death is undoubtedly the greateft thing we know. 
_ © Had he not purchafed a church with his own blood, 
“© T, and we all, had been favage heathens; but his 

“ death is the caufe, that I am now a fellow-member 
“© of his people, and am fo happy in him,” &c. 

The fame: “ It is true, I have been baptized many 
u € ei and always thought I had an obedient heart: 

t now, fince our teachers have fpoke largely upon 
« the faithfulnefs, patience, and labour which the Holy 
_ #6 Ghoft exercifes towards us, with a-view to educate 
“¢ us like a’ mother for Jefus, and fhewed, in how ma- 
“ ny refpects we fo often grieve him; I have obtained 
“© a true fenfe, that, in time paft, I have not been right- 
“¢ ly obedient to his admonitions. This puts me to 
«© fhame. And I will now give myfelf quite'up to him 
‘ anew,” &e.. | | | 

_ Thus might fketches of more be produced, but all 
‘tend to this point: ““. That we always weigh the caufe 
«€ —of his death and fuff’ring,—and for this, tho’ poor 
_ % we are,—bring him our thank-off’ring.” And, “If 
« [have him, I have the thing, —that will perpetual: 
“ comfort bring.” 


_ - Though this year no more than feven perfons were 
added to the number of inhabitants, yet things went fo 
much the more profperoufly among the great number of 
unbaptized ; 
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unbaptized ; and the fuit of many of them, who uttered’ 
their, defire after baptifm with tears, could be grantedy: 
In this manner, fifty-three were added to the congregas’ 
tion, among whom were fourteen children. There were ' 
five baptifmal folemnities: I will cite a little of the firft 
only, > hecaeiw "Ae 
a Jan. 12,' we found that we could baptize the’ 
“© next congregation-day eight perfons, and receive fe 
*¢ venteen heathen concerned about their falvation, into’ 
© a clofer care. When we acquainted the Greenland’ 
© helpers with this news, they were filled withiuncom-* 
“ mon joy, and all thanked’ God with heart, mouth 
“ and hand, for fhewing fo much grace to ‘the poor’ 
< heathen.” * Y 
The 14th, the candidates for baptifm and reception’ — 
were fpoken with. In both elafles it was fweet anda’ 
greeable to perceive by their cheeks moiftened with tears,’ 
an extraordinary grace moving amongft them, as well — 
as the:defire they had to be the entire property ‘of: their — 
Redeemer. ‘They knew not how to-exprefs themfelves ~ 
for joy, fome. faying: ‘* They were quite fick with des’ 
ou ie &c. Sunday the 16th was a particular day of — 
blefling. After the liturgy, a fine diary of the-blefled — 
courfe of the negro-children in St. Thomas’s was ‘read, 
to the general joy and quickening of the hearers. Then’ . 
the candidates were once more {poken with. . Both joy’ 
and trembling, both fhame and yet a believing applica~ 
tion to the throne of grace, were pleafingly feltamong — 
them. An old widow, formerly accufed of witcheraft,.. 
was troubled at being afked,.if we fhould ever hear the — 
like of her for the future? And fhe promifed, with ex 
preffions which might be believed, to renounce the devil’ — 
and all his works and ways, and to give herfelf entirely to 
our Saviour as his eternal property. After fermon upon) 
theiwords ; J am come to fend fire on the earth, &c. thefe — 
eight fouls were baptized, viz. three brethren (amon 
whom was the oldman mentioned laft year, §6. wholooked’ 
upon his children as worthy of baptifm, but not him- q 
felf, together with his on? and five fifters, An agree- — 
able and glad afpect fhone in their countenances, © After 
reading and explaining the congregation-day’s leffony — 
feventeen catechumens were received with the kifs of — 
peaces 


* 
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peace, to a nearer nurfing and tuition. Among whom, 
was the often-mentioned ‘Tuffillartok, brother-in-law. 
of the late Samuel Kajarnak, that fame angekok, that 
had been fo often frighted by particular dreams, toge- 
ther with his fon Siuana; and the girl, fent to us laft 
half-dead in a fack. 
©The following days, accounts were brought, what 
effect thefe. acts had upon the reft of the baptized. The 
helpers related, that the remaining candidates had great- 
ly bemoaned themfelves in their bands, and fhewed great 
longing for baptifm. And a. widow, received. two 
months ago, whofe daughter had been baptized this 
time, faid with tears: ‘* Alas! certainly my cafe muft 


« henry ‚bad, that I cannot yet attain to it? And FE 


“ have fo great a defire, and fo frequently weep to our 


~ §© Saviour on that account.” 


The great impreflion, baptifm leaves upon the Green-. 
landers, and the hold a wife fteward gets of their hearts 
by it, may be gathered from what follows. A man, 
that had for fome. time been under the chaftifement of 
the:congregation.. which had been a little galling to him, 
had behaved very ftubbornly to the deacon in an cecono- 
mical affaır, and was not to be moved from his felf-will 


_ by any remonftrances. But,.on being afked, if he 


knew, that he was baptized? he fell a weeping fo ve- 
hernently; that he was hardly to be pacified. And thus 
his felf-will was, ‘as it were, drowned. 


IR 
This year forty catechumens were received to a clofer 


care and nurfing, and fome of them by degrees bapti- 
zed: but no more than two perfons were. admitted to 


_ the Holy Communion. Five couple entered into the. 


holy ftate of matrimony, and eleven departed this life, 
among whom were only three grown perfons, viz. 

1.) Antonetta, a married woman, who had many 
years fince heard the gofpel in Kangek. At the very 
firt a defire after Jefus was difcernible in her; and 
therefore not long after her coming to us in the year 1748 
fhe received baptifm. After three years fhe partook of 
the Lord’s-fupper, and lived fince then happily and 


ehearfully with her hufband as a poor-fianer who had 
obtained 
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obtained grace. For thefe two years fhe had been fickly' 
of a confumption; which had been the happieft time of 
her life.” She longed for her releafe and rejoiced at the 
profpect of it, as a awedding-day, was continually enga- _ 
d with our Saviour, and {poke of him to all that vifited: 
her. Among other things the faid: ** Now our Saviour: 
«© will foon come and take my foul with him; I have 
« often prayed for it, and he is always gracious unto me, 
«© whenever I fpeak with him. ‘The Saviour’s blood 
« and righteoufnefs my fin’ry is, my wedding-drefs. . 
-« But I defire you “ilfo to drefs my body neatly, the 
« members of my body being all his gift.” The laft 
evening the verfe, “ Ever O Lamb! to her remain, —fo 
<¢ that {he not only obtain—fome dawnings of thy graces’ 
& __but Jet-her have thy wounds each hour—quite near, _ 
« and let her feel the pow’r—which thy whole martyr’d* _ 
« body has,” being fung for her, fhe pointed, with plea- 
fant looks, to her heart, and with a broken voice begun 
that verfe: “ The Lamb with all his grief and fmart,— 
€ remains the pleafure of my heart,—long as it moves. 
_ & in me:—yea, even when it beats no more,—there, 
« where the fpear his fide did bore,—I have my place 
<< eternally.” And thus fhe pafled in a foft divine peace 
into the arms of her Redeemer. | 
. 2.) Abifhag, a married woman, had a ‘tender heart to 
the death and paffion of Jefus, and a particular gift of . 
treating her houfhold. She once was difturbed by felf- 
_ Jove, and fancied, fhe was not made enough of. This 
made her fretful and dejedted, but fhe foon recovered _ 
herfelf again, and fpent her laft years very chearfully. 
Efpecially in her ficknefs fhe joyfully declared, how much 
fhe loved our Saviour, and longed to kifs his wounded: | 
feet. 2525 1 
3.) Peninnah, an old fingle fifter, of a weakly bod 
and melancholy'difpofition of mind. The firft years af 
ter baptifm fhe fpent chearfully. But after all her re- 
lations were departed this life, and fhe found it pretty - 
difficult to get her maintenance, fhe grew fo difpirited, | 
that of her own accord fhe kept away from the Lord’s 
Supper, by which means fhe gradually fell into great 
drynefs, and it feemed often, as if fhe would leave us. In 


her eight days ficknefs, the Friend of all the poor 
and 


» 
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‚and wretched, manifefted himfelf again. in a very kind 
manner to her heart, and fhe went home as a poor fin- 
ner, with an,earneit longing and full of comfort, to.him. 

4.) Chriftian, the orphan fon, nine years old, of 

our ever-memorable Nathanael, who departed in the 
‚year 1752; he was a very brifk, amiable child, of whom 
we conceived great hopes., He was uncommonly dili- 
gent at fchool, and had a very retentive memory. The 
catechift had once tranflated fome verfes, and rehearfed 
them to his fchool-children, but becaufe he could not 
render an expreffion or two plainsenough, he deftroyed 


_ „them; which he was afterwards forry for, and fhould 
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„have been) glad to have them again. A year after, he 
accidentally heard the late Chriftian, who was a great 
lover of finging, fing thefe loft verfes, and wrote them 
down from his mouth. As lively as his fpirit was, nay 
fometimes inclined to extravagancies, fo tender and foft 
was his heart to the wounds of- Jefus, and his mind 
thankful for all admonitions. A. pleurify furthered his 
releafe, while in the Sound with his fofter-parents, whe 
"were much touched by his edifying end. 


* 


0:0 IR 
The Jifth Period of the Bretbren’s Miffion,. from 


the founding of the Miffion at Lichtenfels in 


1758, unto the year 1762. 


% 


THE TWENTY-SIXTH YEAR, 1758. 


ER | § 1. 

| F late years the Greenland-congregation was 
O augmented to four hundred, befides near tw@ 
Bi hundred baptized perfons already tranflated into 
a blefled eternity. Since the year 1742, when the great 
ftirring among the heathen commenced, the increafe 
was fpeedy enough in proportion to the frwall number 
eyo. Ii - 5 » 


274 HISTORY OF GREENLAND B. IX, 
of the nation itfelf; but now it feemed, as if it would 
take no hafty fteps farther from without. Hencefor- 
ward not many Greenlanders were to be expected from 
the North, and Ball’s-River. For fince the fettlement 
of new colonies, they were provided with Danifh 
miffionaries near thofe parts; and as to thofe hereabouts ~ 
that lived far up the inlets, they for the moft part attend- 
ed the miffion at Good-hope. The Kook and Kangek 
iflands „were properly the brethren’s chapels of eafe and 
preaching-places: and in them, moftly Greenlanders 
from the utmoft South, where there are ftill no colonies 
nor miffions, are wont to take up their abode fora year 
or two on their journeys to and from the north, partly by 
way of taking their reft, and partly in order to provide 
neceflaries for travelling farther. ‘“Thebrethren had got 
moft of their inhabitants from among thofe people ; 
which was in fome meafure ee to the bleffing arifing 
from the journey of the firftling Samuel Kajarnak, who 
was himfelf a South-country-man, and firft of all made 
‘known in thofe parts the blefled tidings of a Creator, 
who had redeemed his left creatures with his death and 
blood-fhedding. It may be recollected from foregoing 
relations, that the brethren received yearly many vifits 
from the South-country people, that the gofpel was not 
wholly unknown to many of them, and that they had 
invited the brethren to come into their country, as hav- 
ing indeed an inclination to be converted, but being un- 
able to fupport themfelves here. For although Ball’s- 
River is one of the fineft countries in all'Greenland, (not 
having every thing, it is true, but a great. deal of - what 
other places are in want of,) yet the Greenlanders can- 
not eafily refolve entirely to relinquifh the place where 
they were born and bred, and to fettle in another, fince 
almoft in every place the way of fifhing and catching 
feals differs; which obliges them to a new practice, 
and in the mean while perhaps expofes them to want 
for a year or two. And efpecially they that were born 
on the fea-coaft, or on an ifland, do not chufe their 
abiding-place on the main land or in the inlets. And 
when fuch people fettle in fuch a place as New-Herrn- 
huth, lying on the continent five or fix leagues from the 
main fea, it can fcarce be confidered-as any thing lefs 

than 
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thanja piece of felf-denial with refpe& to their wonted 
advantage, which vay! then are willing fhould give way 
to.their fouls good; fince they know, that it will take 


them up.a couple of years to learn new methods, and 


they fhall the while be often forced to fuffer great hard- 
fhips in point of fuftenance. | 

This difficulty has kept many a Greenlander, who 
has been touched in his heart, from living in New- 
Herrnhuth; neither could even the brethren wifh the 
place more populous.. For although they would have 
been glad to winthem to Chrift, by preaching the gof- 
pel to every ‚human creature in Greenland; yet they 
were under a neceffity alfo of having a regard to the 
proper .congregation-nurfing, inftructing, eftablifhing in 
grace, and preferving from all by-paths, the fouls awa+ 
kened by the gofpel, and baptized into the death ‚of Jefus, 
Such a care .of fouls, which requires more than bare 
preaching and catechifing, is, at leaft in heathen nations, 
wherever ‚the number is fo great that it,cannot be duly 
infpeGed into, exceeding difficult, if .not, impoflible. 
Add .to this, that fome were apprehenfive, fuch a num- 
ber of ‘Greenlanders together in one place might not at 
all times,find a fufficient livelihood, though others were 


_ of another/opinion, which .experience has fhewn ‘to be 


2OEW § 2. | 

For thefe jreafons, and from .well-grounded hopes, 
that many more Greenlanders would fubmit to,the gof- 
pel, if fettled ina place convenient for their fupport; 
the .miffionaries had for fome time been confidering, 
whether fome of them could not live in Kangek or Ka- 
riak, (which lies fix leagues fouth of New-Herrnhuth) 
in order to minifter the gofpel to the Greenlanders living 


or paffing and repafling there, and to give fuch bapti- 
_ wed perfons as could eafier provide their fuftenance there, 
an opportunity of removing thither from New-Herrn- 


buth. This ‚propofal was taken into confideration at 


% the aforefaid vifitation in the year 1752, but not found 


advifable. | 

Two years after, viz. 1754, a trading factory was 
fettled at Fifher’s-bay, fo called, thirty-fix leagues to 
the fouthward. Many Gerlach from thofe partss 
2 : > 2 | whe 


a 
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who fpent the fummer’ at Ball’s-River, had heard the — 
ofpel.' Some had alfo aétually fixed their abede int ~ 
New erithath: but the greateft part declared, that — 
they could not fubfift here, and invited the brethren to 
fettle in their parts, where they would move to them and 
embrace the gofpel. | DA. (a 
It happened luckily, after the fettlement of the fa&to- 
ry there, that Matthew Stach and Ballenhorft, intend- — 
ing for Europe, were obliged to take fhipping at the 
new factory. They took a view of the country, and 
laid it before the Brethren’s church, together with the 
defire of the Greenlanders there. The next year John — 
Soerenfen taking his departure from Europe to’ Green- 
land, delivered a memorial to Count Berkentin, the 
then prefident of the Greenland trading company at Co- 
penhagen, with an offer of the brethren to fettle among 
the Greenlanders on Fifher’s-bay, if they ‘could be of 
any fervice to the trade thereby. This overture was — 
agreeable, but could not fo foon be put in execution. 
- In the mean while the brethren were time after time 
invited in the moft prefling manner both by the heathen | 
and the agents of trade. But fince they kad ndbody to 
{pare for the’ purpofe, the following propofal was made — 
by John ‘Beck, who was that year in Herrnhuth, that 
as Matthew Stach had at all times difcovered a ftrong, 
inclination, to carry the gofpel farther fouthwards among 
the Greenlanders ; whether he would not‘be'thé proper 
perfon to make an attempt to fettle at Fifher’ssbay, and 
fee if any of the Greenlanders in thofe parts were to be 
gained’ for our Saviour? ‘This propofal met with appro- - 
bation Matthew Stach received a call to this’end, be- — 
ing joined by the two brethren Fens (or John) and-Pe- - 
ter Haven, as his affiftants. — 2 OUI Oo Wie is 
As their departure was prefling, thefe three brethre? _ 
_ were difmiffed without delay ; and on the 15th’ of March» 
with the blefling of theschurch, entered upon their jour- ~ 
ney from Herrnhuth. And though they were obliged — 
to pafs through the theatre‘ of war, yet they proceeded — 
without helotelfatiön ; and reached Copenhagen: the’ 8th 
ef April, by ‘way of Hamburg and Holfatia: + But on 
er Ss - their : 
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their arrival, they found the fhip, bound to’ Frederic’s- 
Hope, Fifher’s-lodge and Good-Hope, lying at anchor 
in the road ready for failing, and as fhe was already 
heavy loaded, they could not take their paflage in her, 
_ ‘Therefore they were obliged to wait, till another, bound to 
 Zukkertop, 100 leagues north of their deftined place, was 
ready tofail. On the afcenfion-day of Chrift, May 4, they 
went on board the Mary-Church, captain Peter Ste- 
phenfen Holm; and tranfmitted from Helfingeer, ‘where’ 
_ they were detained a few days by contrary winds, the: 
_ following farewell-lines : ! 
Br; 


* 
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We now lie here in Oere-found, 
The feaman’s fate oft, weather-bound, 
_ Waiting the pleafant hour, to ba ie 
u Our proper courfe with profp’rous gale, 
_ May Jefus bear us company, : 
_ And may his faithful foul ftill be 

The guide of ev’ry ftep; and then 

Labour is light, and void of pain, 

We, without this, fhould feel difmay, 

Nor ever wifh to put to fea, » 
~ Much lefs to Greenland’s dreary coaft, 

For banifh’d flaves adapted moit *, 
> Only the leading ftar which fhone 
To th’ heathen AZagi, guides us on; 
‚And Jefu’s fweat in pain and death, 
, Does heat to coldeft hearts bequeath. 
0, "Therefore with true and childlike mind, 

fy To be his fervants we’re inclin’d, 

Would gladly his heart’s joy remain, . 

5 © . And this to him and us brings gain. 
‘What was remarkable in their paflage was, that they 
 had-no ftorm, and very little bad weather. ‘Tio the 
_ praife of our Saviour, and out of gratitude to the Danifh 
nation, I cannot at prefent wholly pafs over in filence, 
our acknowledgements that the circumffances of our bre- 
 thren failing to Greenland, are vattly altered within 
nr, thefe ‘twenty years, and efpecially fince the moft gra- 
FE v' * Alluding to the tranfportation made to Greenland in the year 1728, of 


many garrifon and other prifoners, called in Copenhagen, flaves, See B. 
ur iv. § 3. - 4 


cious 
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cious royal regulation of the year 1750. For whereas: 
_ formerty the fhip’s company ftudied to vex and grieve the’ 

brethien with all kinds of bad words and actions, nays 

with mockeries at religion itfelf, and denied them even: 
the due relief in externals, thefe three brethren cannot 
now fufficiently praife the civility and kind ufage, which 
the fhip’s company fhewed them, and efpecially the hear- 
ty affection which the captain and mate treated them 
with ; nay the fame teftimony is due to them all; and 
on this occafion one may venture to apply the promife 
of Jefus ; ““ Verily they fhall not:lofe their reward.” ‘ 
They arrived the 18th of June at the colony of Zuk- 
kertop, and were received with much kindnefs. by the 
factor Andrew Olfen, and the catechift Berthel Larfen. 
In the mean time two kajaks arrived from New- 
Herrnhuth, which were fent to convoy them 60 leagues 
along a coaft they were as yet entire ftrangers to. With 
thefe they fet forward June 23, in their boat (the only 
thing which they could bring along with them from Co- 
penhagen for their new fettlement) and though their 
paflage was fomewhat rough, yet it was fo quick and 
fortunate, that they arrived the 27th of June in New- 
Herrrhuth, to the joy of the brethren and the Green- 
‘landers. | 


4 | 
And, having concerted the neceflary meafures with 
them, they entered upon their voyage July the roth to 
- Fifher’s-Inlet, taking along with them from New- 
Herrnhuth four families of Greenlanders, in all thirty- 
two fouls, as a beginning of a finall congregation. On 
the 23d of July they came to the inlet with the comfor- 
table word : Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us; 
and: efiablifh thou the work of our bands upon us. Pf. xe. 17. 
* Say yes to what we undertake.” Before they proceeded: 
to the factory, they followed the advice of their Green- 
Tand-guide, who was a native of this country, and took 
a view of a place called Akonamiok upon a large ifland, 
near three miles from the main fea, where an old Green- 
Jandifh houfe ftood. But it being too clofely environed. 
with mountains, they went full three miles farther up 
the inlet and came to the factory. ‘The traders would 
‘ gladly have had them nigh, and a finer and more con- 
sade venient 
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venient place for Europeans is hardly to be found in 
Greenland; but as it is the brethren’s concern, to con- 
fult the fpiritual and temporal benefit of their Green- 
landers, rather than their own conveniency, (which 
muft not be fought in Greenland) they could not fettle 
there, but looked out farther for a place, having the 
following conveniencies. I. Frefh water that does not 
freeze up entirely in winter. 2. A fecure harbour for 
the boats. 3. A ftrand, which remains open in winter, 
and is not too far from the fea; to the end that people 
that are ufed to be near the fea, as almoit all the South- 
‘countrymen are, may find their fuftenance as well as. 
the inhabitants of the inlet, and that nobody need, on 
that account, be deterred from living with them, and 
hearing the gofpel. But they could meet with no fuch 
place on the whole inlet, except at Akonamiok ; and 
although they have no profpect there towards the fun, 
which in Greenland is a great refrefhment, nay, its 
chearing beams are entirely intercepted by a high moun- 
tain for three months together, yet, for the fake of the 
Greenlanders, at laft they made choice of this place, 
and July the 24th, pitched their tents there. “The word 
of that day was: Ab Lord God, bebold there is nothing too 
hard for thee. Jer. XXXil. 17. 


Their firft bufinefs was, to raife a houfe of ftones and 
fods in the Greenland way. As they could have no 
help from the Greenlanders, who were building at the 
fame time, and one of the three brethren was likewife obli- 
ged to {pend fome hours in drefing victuals, the work 


_ went very ‘lowly forwards in the beginning. Befides, - 


they were in want of neceflary utenfils, not being able 
to bring them with them either from Copenhagen, or 
from New-Herrnhuth in a boat. ‘They were forced to 
roll the ftones to the fpot, carry the earth in bags, and 
fetch the fods by water from another place. For the roof 
they could bring {ome laths from New-Herrnhuth, but 
no timber, neither could they for a confiderable time 
find any in the fea fit for their purpofe. But the wall 
being finifhed, it happened juft as they were going out 
in their boat on other bufineis not far from the houfe, 

N 4 that 
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that they met with two fuch pieces of timber as they juft , 
wanted, which would have been carried. away again by — 
the next flood-tide, if they had waited any longer. ' In 
fhort, it was as if one of the miniftring fpirits had rowed 
them thither at the time of the brethren’s greateft ne- 
ceffity, and they received them with thankful hearts, as 
a prefent from thehand oftheLord BE 
. Their houfe confifted of one room five yards fquare, 
and a fmall fore-houfe, to ferve for the kitchen. The 
roof was near fix foot high, without cieling and moftly 
flat, fupported with two pillars; the laths were covered 
with a double layer of fods and earth between; and to 
prevent the rain coming in (though ftill it often drop- 
ped through) old tent fkins were fpread over the whole, 
the walls alfo within: being lined with the fame. Sept. 
16, they finifhed this dwelling, and made their entrance 
with thankful and glad hearts. But from that time, the 
winter fet in with rain and fnow, and there was not 
much to be done without doors. 
In the mean time the Greenlanders alfo built them- 
felves a houfe, which they entered the 14th of Oktober. ° 
Their provifions at firft, fell fo fhort; that they main- 
tained themfelves with much difficulty. But they dif- 
covered, not far from home, a place, through which 
the feals ran into a narrow bay ; ‚where finding it pradti- 
cable to prevent their efcape, they could kill feveral to- 
gether, and were thus enabled, to furnifh the fador 
with between three and four barrels of blubber as a good 
_ beginning. ‘The natives declared, that they had never 
{een feals in that place before, and were furprized at’ 
“their running-in in fuch numbers now. Therefore they 
could not but acknowledge it as a fpecial providence for 
their fupport. | | IN RR) 


It was not long before Greenlanders came on vifits, 
fome of them inftigated by curiofity only, but the great- 
eft part, with intent to hear the gofpel. The moft of | 
them lived near the fa&tory, and on the other fide of | 
the ifland. The way by land to both places was ät' 
leaft fix miles over rugged cliffs and valleys.’ But yet’ 
they came frequently, and efpecially at Chriftmas, the’ 
“ ‚men by’water, and the women by land, in order to hear- 

: | the 


7 u 


' RELATION oF LICHTENFELS, 1758. |) 287° 


the word of God, returning home again often by night. 


The miffionary likewife vifited the heathen at times. 
Their defire to. hear of Jefus made the way eafy to him, 
though in itfelf not only difficult, but even dangerous ; 
as a proof of this, it once happened, that his foot 


flipped, and he tumbled down the hill with, his head 


foremoft, though without receiving any hurt, having 
the good fortune to fall into a fufficient depth of fnow. 
Neither were our Greenland brethren idle, but vifited 
time after time fuch Greenlanders, as the miffonary 
could not come at, and found, that they were fo far 
from difliking the teftimony of the crucifed Jefus, that 
they often received it with joy, and promifed to follow 
them one time or other. 

Befides fome widows and their children, and fome 
fingle women, two families came ta them with an in- 
tention to live there. The men were own brothers of 
a Greenlander departed this life in New-Herrnhuth, and 
had often heard the gofpel there, not without emotion 
of heart. ‘They now came with a defign to be convert- 
ed; did not eafily mifs one meeting, and were alfo before 
the end of the year received as catechumens. But their 


“wives were not of their mind... And whereas the Green- 
Jandifh women are wont to be much more eager after 


the gofpel than their hufbands, and are often an occa- 
fion of good: to them ; thefe on the contrary, came very 
feldom to the preaching, and the next year were the 
means of their hufbands forfaking their teachers again, 
and thus forfeiting the privilege of being the firft-fruits 
of thefe parts. | | 


: Re Oe . 

The fmall beginning of a Greenland congregation 
was regulated in the fame manner, as in New-Herrn- 
huth. The Sunday’s preaching, and other general 
meetings were kept in the Greenlanders houfe ; but the 
holy communion and the meetings of the baptized were 
holden in the brethren’s houfe, where likewife the 
fehool was kept. It was matter.of great joy, to pér~ 
ceive the fame grace, which anoints the meetings of the 
Greenland-congregation in New-Herrnhuth, attending 
this branch of it in their new plantation. As they were 
the firft time praying the litany, at rehearling the Lord’s 

tg i prayers 
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prayer, Lord God our Father which art in heaven, &e. it 
is remarked that fuch a motion was raifed in every heart, 
that the tears trickled down their cheeks. At the firft 
facrament of the Lord’s-fupper, it is faidin the diary:. 
‘© When [ was about to fpeak with the communicants, 
<© as I knew that many things would require to be ta- 
“¢ ken notice of, I was nota little uneafy. But I was 
. much afhamed and comforted on finding before me, 
“ without exception, broken and contrite hearts pre- 
«© pared by the Holy Spirit himfelf.” 
"As to any increafe from the heathen, asa Greenlander 
muft have time to confider, and a miflionary ftill more 
to obtain.a due knowledge of him, it was not fo early 
to be thought on. ‘The congregation therefore was in- 
creafed with no more than one new-born child by the 
facrament of holy baptifm, but on the other hand dimi- 
nifhed by the melancholy lofs at fea of a young man, cal- | 
ded Joel.‘ It isa fingular and exceeding aftedting mat- 
“ter,” (writes the miffionary) “ to have juft feen a 
<< brother fo lively and vigorous, and prefenty after have 
the pain to hear the news, that he is gone into eter- 
nity- in fuch a manner, leaving his body to be driven 
about in the raging fea, a prey for the fifhes.. I could 
not. tell what was the matter with me yefterday, I feit 
myfelf very anxious, went feveral times upon the hill 
to look out into the fea, without knowing why?» 
Neither did] juftthen refle& upon him, although I had 
often been troubled on his account, becaufe he ventu- 
red fometimes farther than his abilities would admit of. 
“ In the year 1744, he was baptized as a child at, 
the fame time with his parents, learned .to read and 
“write well, and was of a chearful and upright difpoe 
“* fition. As he advanced in years, a tender fenfe of 
«€ love towards our Saviour and his wounds was percep- 
‘¢ tible in him, and he had a moft amiable method of 
*“ recommending him to the children, being. employed 
““ as keeper of their bands. Afterwards he feemed to 
‘“ fuffer fome lofs in his childlike difpofition ; but 
“* yet a heart attached to our Saviour was at all 
¢ times obfervable in him. He remained unentangled 
“ in the fins of youth, and in what point foever he felt 
“ his corruption and finfulnefs, he {poke out concern- 
“« ing 
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“ ing it with an open heart, and would gladly be an 
«€ entire joy to our Saviour both in, foul and body. 
«¢ This year he obtained the privilege of partaking of the 
<< bleffed fupper of the Lord; and then moved with his 
<< brother-in-law Johanan from New-Herrnhuth hither. 
<< Here I always remarked a particular work of our Sa- 
¢¢ viour in his heart, and indeed he oftentimes gave me 
« great pleafure, In this very year he exprefled him- 
e< felfthus in a letter: ‘© When I call to mind, in what 
< manner our dear Saviour firft drew near to me, my 
«© eyes ftill flow with tears, His fufferings warm my 
6 heart, and fill it with joy; I can now part with him 
€ no more. He has my heart as his property wholly, 
« as alfo my body and members. He has likewife be- 
“ {towed on me his body and his blood, at which I 
< preatly rejoice. My thoughts and fenfes are con- 
<< ftantly directed unto him, and I intreat him often with 


© tears, to be quite near my heart, to mortify by his 


$ body every thing in me that is unprofitable, and make 
« mea faithful youth. For I would gladly live with 
€ true fatisfaction unto him.” Thus far his own words. 
«© He aflifted me diligently in tranflating, and his laft 
“© work was a Paffion-hymn ; when he exprefled his joy 
«© particularly at the words, “ Had I of him a vifion,— 
« my heart would tell me foon,—it was no apparition, 
se but God my flefh and bone.” 7 


§ 8. 
Now to return to New-Herrnhuth. The preaching 
of the gofpel publickly and privately proceeded with fpi- 


rit and grace. The heathen aifo, from far and near, 
_ paid frequent vifits, Efpecially a great many South- 


country people were there again in fummer, vifiting 
their relations. Some of them were quite favage and 
raw, and did not care to-hear any thing of God ; fome 
feemed not to be quite infenfible, yet they alfo were de- 
fignedly on their guard, and forbad their relations to 


hear the gofpel, left they too fhould be caught in the 


fnare ; becaufe, as they faid, they had already feen ma- 
ny examples of people, efpecially young. minds, who 
had only once or twice given attentive ear to the word 


of Jefus’s crofs and death, being fo captivated, and, as 
E it 
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it were, bewitched * by it, as never after to’be at‘reft,” 
till they too could’ live with the believers, often to the’ 
grief of their friends and relations. i Sail 
‘ The cafe was not much different with refpeét to the’ 
heathen who lived in the neighbourhood, except that’ 
ımany of them had fo often been touched by the found 
of the gofpel, and were lulled to fleep again, orhad fo 
guarded and fortified themfelves againft it by the defires’ 
of the fiefh and of the mind + (for even the Green- 
landers are capable of making this wrong ufe of their’ 
ratiocination) that except the awakening of a frefh reft- 
leffnefs in the. confcience, not much was to be’ done’ 
with nor expected from them for the prefent. Never- 
thelefs there were never wanting fome, who difcovered ’ 
an inclination for our Saviour, though it was no eafy” 
matter for them to break loofe from their friends and’ 
relations, and therefore they were obliged to waitfora 
more convenient feafon. | y ue: 
The deacon, in particular, who went with the’ 
Greenland-congregation to the capelin-fifhery, had of- 
ten fome attentive hearers from among thirty or forty” 
families of ftrangers, who had encamped upon the fame’ 
place. And when our Greenlanders made vifits among 
the heathen, they found eafy accefs to fuch_people'as’ 
thefe, who often requefted them to preach the word of 
life in their houfes ; whieh they were the more willing 
to do, as they perceived that their fimple teftimony was 
not. without blefling, and was an inducement to many 
fouls, nay, many large families, to change their place ~ 
of abode, though often to their difadvantage in temporal 
things, in order to have a better opportunity of pro- 
fiting for their fouls. | | 
And if any one once took the refolution to live with 
the believers, he might beaccounted as good as gained o- 
ver to the faith; and the examples of fuch as went off 
* What wonder is it, that the unbelieving Greenlanders compare what | 
St. Paul calls the power of God and the wifdom of God, or the wifdom of 
God in'a myfery, with their favourite forcery?, when many even in en- 
l;ghtened nations, attribute what they cannot bear, but yet cannot deny, 
to : fecret magick, though ever _fo contrary to all the reft of their prin- 
CIpies, 
ä fp apie Babi 2h Pt 
again 
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‘again, grew more and more rare. For they had fre- 
quently weighed the matter fof feveral years together; 
"and the determination only to come thus near arofe, if 
"notin all, yet in the moft of them, from grace working 
“by the word of Jefus’s fufferings; which had power to ope- 
‘rate the more effeltually upon their ftupid. minds and be- 
‘ “nighted hearts, the more time and opportunity they had, 
‘by being removed from the tumultuous din of the hea- 
‘then, to awake out of their dream, in converfation with 
‘their believing country-ınen, and to attain a heart-felt 
knowledge oftheir wants. | 
“ "T’hus twenty-two fouls from among the heathen 
moved this year to New-Herrnhuth, and afforded hopes 
‘of becoming fome fatisfaction to our Saviour for the tra- 
‘wail of his foul.» ’Fhirty-three fouls out of the former 
‘inhabitants were°added to the congregation by holy 
-baptifm. © Thirty-two were admitted to the holy com- 
union. . Six new couples were joined in holy matri- 
mony, and four couple from among the heathen, after 
embracing the faith, received the bieffing of the church 
unto their marriage. 


zT [2 


"An order to give an idea of the inward progrefs of grace 
this year, I will only infert out of the diary fome oblerva- 
‘tions: concerning the {peaking with the communicants. 
“6 Jans'26, fome brethren and fifters were fpoken with in 
| Ke a'preparätory way for the blefled fupper of the Lord. 
_-<6They’ were, this tithe, in an extraordinary degree up- 
‘right, voluntarily declared. their faults and defects, 
“© and exprefled their defire of entering into a more inti- 
“ mate acquaintance and’ converfation with our Saviour. 
“We were informed by the helpers, what great plea- 
<< fure it gave to acertain married couple, that their 
*° fon was to receive confirmation for the holy facra- 
“ment. _We underftood the fame of feveral others, 
& which was a cordial to us. We: had'at'this time fix 
6 brethren and ten filters to confirm. ‘The goth, in 
** the’helpers band many agreeable things were related 
se of the -perfons laft confirmed; how they expreffed 
“their joy with tears, that they ‘fhould now foon be 
<< partakers of ‘this higheft good. Many, whom we 
** cannot ‘yet admit to confirmation, lamented their 


8 cafe grievoufly, and efteemed the others ih 
Bi « "This 
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« This isa new evidence to us of the particular work 
“© of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of the baptized, 
. & Feb. 24, In fpeaking this time with the commu- 
* nicants, we found reafon to thank God for his un- 
<< fpeakable gift, on account of their fincere mind, and 
‘< real fenfe of their poverty and weaknefles, which 
“ caufed them to figh for grace. But yet there were 
<< fome, who had not made a right ufe of the loving 
«¢ heart, and maternal leading of the Holy Ghoft, and 
«< were ftepped into by-paths; but they were alfo 
<< orieved to the heart on that account. The 27th, 
< we had many rejoicing accounts ‚given us of the’blef- 
«€ fing of the laft Lord’s-fupper. ' Some, who partook 
se of it for the firft time, as alfo the-confirmed, could 
<< not fleep that night for joy-and comfort of heart, and 
<< exprefled themfelves very {weetly to the reft.concern- 
<¢ ing the grace they had enjoyed. .To fome likewife, — 
<¢ who havea great defire for it, but.cannot yet be ads 
s© mitted, it caufed fleeplefs nights and, many tears. _ 


§ 10. 


As to externals, the Greenlanders had a.very good 
year, there being fearce any winter, ‚confidering the 
climate. In January more rain fell than fnow, and 
when the fnow increafed, it was feldom extreme cold. 
On the other hand towards fpring, fo much {now fell 
and lay fo long, that they were obliged to ufe fnow- 
Shoes till the end of May. ‘The Greenlanders were,ne- 
ver hindered from going to fea, and were fo blefled in 
their provifions, that a few only were neceffitated to 
leave the fpot before the feafon for capelin-fifhing, when 
all hands muft betake themfelves to the teeming feas. 

For fome of the laft years, Ihave taken no notice of 
what pafled in the Greenland congregation during this 
their four weeks abfence, becaufe the accounts of it, 
though pleafing, are not attended with much variety. 
But at this time I cannot omit giving a fhort fummary 
of a helper’s difcourfe to the Greenlanders. He faid 
among other things: ‘* The grace which our Saviour 
** confers upon us is inexpreflible. He is every day, 
“ nay, every hour with us. Indeed we cannot fee 
** him with the eyes of our body, but our heart men 

“ him, 
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“ him, if we only truly love him, and cleave to him, 
« juft as ye now fee the angmarfet.do, fwarming about 
*© the rocks, and let them be driven away ever fo often, 
* they return inftantly in great numbers, ftriving to 
“ reach the rocks. Juft fo ought weto cling to the 
“ nerfon of Jefus, and fuffer nothing to drive us from 
« him. His blood has certainly power fufficient to 
“< keep us immovably with him.” 
The whole ended without any hurt or misfortune, 
neither did any perifh in the water this year, which is’a 


"rare cafe in Greenland. 


| | § 14. 
Of the twelve that entered into reft, I will only take 
‘notice of the following, for the fake of fome particular 


ate 
"eircumftances. 


1.) Maria Barbara, came hither with her parents in 


"1751 when fhe was a girl twelve years old. She was 


foon powerfully laid hold of by our Saviour, and bap- 
‘tized the next {pring in the prefence and with the ap- 
probation of her parents. But they afterwards changing 
‘their minds and departing to the fouth, violently fet 
upon this their daughter, in order to carry her along 
with them by force or fraud. But as fhe was immova- 
ble, and implored our protetion with many tears, the 
‘parents were obliged to make off without her, and our 
fate fifter was very chearful and quiet with her relations 
here till the year 1754, when her father and eldeft fifter 
came again into thefe parts, and purpofed to match 
her away by ftealth ; but fhe was quickly delivered from 
this apprehenfion, by their going both off the flage of 
this world fhortly after their arrival. However there 
was fill a kinfman, who tried his utmoft to carry her 
of. But he too was foon gathered to his fathers. 
Thus fhe was now refcued out of this danger, and led-a 
comfortable life with her people. A year ago fhe broke 
aleg, became a cripple, and fell into a confumption. 
She bore all her affliction with refignation, and in a be- 
lieving expectation of a fpeedy releafe, which tranfla- 
ted her into the kingdom of eternal life and health, on 
the 6th of January, the day of the manifeftation of 


Chrift to the Gentiles. | 
2.) Ste- 
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2.) Stephen, a married man, came hither with his 
wife in the year 1749. Though he was otherwife one - 
of the moft unpolilhed Greenlanders, yet, after his bap- 
tifm, he was remarkable for his fimplicity, childlikenefs 
and fincerity of heart towards our Saviour and the bre- 
thren, Therefore he alfo profpered, nor was fubjeét 
to fo many viciffitudes,.as feveral others were. And 
thus by degrees he attained {uch an agreeable nature 
and temper, even outwardly, thatit was a pleafureto every 
one to have any converfe with him, Since laft year he 
‘was one of our moft fenfible and trufty helpers, but at 
laft, falling ill of a confumption, it was not in his power 
‘todo much more. It was often a great grief to him, 
‘that he was not able to frequent the meetings, and there- 
fore he longed for a fpeedy . deliverance, which was 
granted him to his fingular joy, November the 7th. Iwill 
Juft note the following lines.out of a letter he wrote this 
{pring: “Jam poor, and yet chearful and, happy, for 
«< I continually meditate in my heart upon our Saviour, 
* His blood and fufferings alone are what rejoice my 
heart and preferve, me.from evil. .Hence it is that 
** there is nothing better, for my heart, than when he 
‘© feeds and nourifhes me with his, body and. blood. 
‘¢ I thank him that he has, endued me. with his mind, 

$¢ and befeech him to be conftantly nearme.” ss 
3.) John Ludwig, a child of four years old, in whom 
a tender heart was perceptible. Laft autumn he was 
thrown down upon a rock by a fudden guft of wind, 
whereby his back was broke, fo that he could not go, 
and at laft grew double. In his ficknefs he faid to his 
parents: “ 1 will go hence,” and on his father’s afking 
him; *“ Whither wilt thou go?” he replied: “* To the. 
<¢ dear Lamb.” He fpoke continually of it, and how 
he would kifs our Saviour’s wounds; and when he loft ~ 
his fpeech, he ftill pointed with his finger to his fide, 
and to his hands, and by a pleafant countenance gave us 
to underftand, what a joytul fenfe he had of the blifs, 
«< Soon near at hand to greet—Chrift’s fide and hands 

s¢ and feet.” | ng: 
4.) Judith alias Iffek, a happy heart, charmed with 
the paflion of Jefus, and the firft bleffed overfeer of the 
fingle fifters choir at New-Herrnhuth; She was born 
in 
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in the fouth, and came in the year-1741 into thefe parts. | 
She was formerly a very pattern of a ftupid heathenefs ; 
and ‘being once afked, whether fhe was fenfible of no 
defire in her foul after her Creator and Saviour? fhe 
replied: fhe did not underftand that, fhe had left her 
foul behind inthe fouth. The late Sarah, who depart- 
ed to her Lord at Herrnhuth in Upper-Lufatia, being 
-her own fifter, prevailed fo far as to get her away from 
the favages to her, and took much pains in recommend- 
ing our Saviour to her, and endeavouring to awaken a 
longing in her foul after him, in which fhe was fuccefs- 
ful. "Our deceafed fifter was pofleffled of finglenefs of 
mind, got acquainted with her depraved ftate, and, like 
a little child, was prefently encouraged to put her whole 
truft and confidence in the unfeen Friend of finners. 
She was often difcovered in fome folitary place with wet 
eyes; fhe fignified her defire to be baptized with tears, 
and was made partaker of this bleffing in the Chriftmas 


holidays 1742, from that time fhe. proceeded ftedfaftly 


in grace, ‘and begun to learn to read, but often wept 
favourily at her unaptnefs, and flow progrefs. In the 


year 1747, fhe travelled with her fifter and brother-in- 


law to Germany, and there was firft admitted to the 
Holy Communion. She was beloved by every one where- 
ever fhe came, and received more benefit in fecret from 
the bleffings‘ef the church, fo far as fhe could enjoy and 
underftand of them, than appeared outwardly. At her 
return in the year 1749, her country-people foon per- 
ceived from her ferenity of mind, and chearful walk, 
that our Saviour had beftowed particular grace on her. 
Now as fhe had feen in the churches the beautiful re- 
gulation of the choirs, it was her concern, to come into 
better order alfo with her Greenland fıfters. “They 
therefore built a koufe the fame autumn, in which fhe 
kept good order and overfight. It was her heart's great 
concern, that her fifters might always lead a regular 
and happy life; fhe rejoiced heartily at their profpe- 
rity, and was in her laft years fometimes uneafy, that 
on account of her hardnefs of hearing, fhe could not 
hear all that paffed. She was often affliéted with fpit= 
ting of blood, but yet fhe gave us no intimation, that 
fhe believed the fhould foon depart to her Saviour, be- 
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fore the prefent. year, when fhe, often, {poke with great: 
fatisfaction ‘of her approaching diffolution. ‘The, laft: 
quarter of a year fhe moftly kept her bed, but wasivery- 
happy, and when for the two laft times, the. holy: faera+, 
merit was adminiftered: to her on her ‚fick-bed;: fhe. was; 
replenifhed with extraordinary joy in expectation of her 
laft fummons,' which followed Odtober |13,' while, her, 
filters were keeping a heart-affecting liturgy around her. | 

The following extract from) fome oF her letters. may: 
iluftrate the: dbase of:her mind. .- ENT 
„€ Tam. fenfible-of my neh neers cat the fame! 
€ ‚time feel. thatour Saviour loves me, landis) rendering’ 
“ my_heart.con‘ormable to: his will:.\.And, therefore; 
<< with all my indigence,) I will: adhere» unto’ him.» If 
°< he had not fought and chofenme,- I fhould fill: have, 
“¢ remained. .in darknefs. , When: I confider this;; my. 
“ eyes-pourl; forth:tears.,. My dear Saviour, I -have -no, 
<< other joy, )but in thee and be ie an This 
“| inflames my heart, &e.?) u wynbiloc! 
. © I poor creatute “conftantly abide asa ven -finner in 
‘© my Saviour,sand-heikeeps my heart ever chearful,and) 
“ pure’ with his:blood.| I knowy) if he did not do.foy 
“ I fhould be capable of every thing that is bad. ‚There- 
“ fore my) defire is, always tovfeel our: Saviour’s fuffer- 
“ ings and love’ imdny heart,» Ferber tins is» the greatefk; 
KfatiethGibh and life, &c.” 7 3 wear 
„> When I-refledt, ‘Shana re ee us with, 
“his blood, I thank him. moft heartily.» ‚And: notwith-, 
“ ftanding hen tei poor wretched child, he ftrengthens, 
“ my. weak heart: with: his body and blood. This 
*<, winter [have »been very weak; in body, and. often’ 
“* had. {pitting -of blood, (1 then; thought Now, Lifhall 
“< goto my ‘Saviour, and often rejoiced. greatly at.ät., 
But ‘now: «that my Saviour reftores my. bodily. health, 
“ a little, I thank him for that. too, and will yisld, in 
*¢. felf up:whollyto his difpofal, 8.” 4° 

‚*“ Ihave been very happy this winter with my Sifters, 
«and whenever: they were: togethers! they thanked our; 
<6. Saviour for his grace, and employed themfelves. in, 
*¢-idifcourfing of his fufferings. 1 foméetimes: tell’ themy’ 
<¢. that the Onis over the great: waters have. no other, 
« oaims butte. pleafe;our Saviout, and live; unto We 
«4 RS, I 3 66 € 
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© We then wifh: Ah! if we loved him fo too! Many 
< of the new ones are-baptized, and we have taken 
“€ ten into our houfe, who afford me much joy, &c.” 

« All my filters here greet you. Though they do 
“¢ not know you, yet they often think of you. They 
“ are afhamed on account of their wretchednefs, but 
« have confident hearts unto our dear Saviour, that he 
<¢ ‘will make them continually more agreeable and plea- 
«© fing unto him. When we meet together before him, 


_ & we feel his prefence——-My dear Saviour leads me 


“ poor weak child, and the Holy Spirit tends and nur- 
«© fesme.. At which I am often aftonifhed, but greatly: 
“€ comforted, 8c.” | 
Two days before her end fhe diated the following 
letter to a fifter, that had been very dear to her in 
Europe. | ‘ip 
s¢ My dear A. C. I now fend you the laft kifs out 
€ of my heart. My tabernacle is exceedingly weaken- 
€ ed and decayed by ficknefs, but I meditate continu- 
<< ally on my Saviour’s fufferings, and rejoice greatly 
“ in the profpect of that bleffed moment, when he will 
“¢ call me; and that I fhall now fee his wounds with 
«€ my eyes, for I am redeemed with his precious blood. 
«¢ Although I fhould have been willing to tarry a little 
«€ longer with my fifters, yet I leave it to our Saviour; 
«€ and my greateft inclination and defire is, to be with 
< him. When I contemplate the particular grace of 


_ © our Saviour, which I have enjoyed here upon earth 
“ in his congregation, my eyes overflow with tears: I 


<< love him, and fhall love him without ceafing. I 
€ once more falute all the fifters, that are with you. 

«© now feel myfelf too weak to proceed farther,” your 
dear Judith, — 
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THE TWENTY-SEVENTH YEAR, 1759. 


wes He x: 
‘AA Gain frequent opportunities offered this year of 
proclaiming the gofpel to entire] rough heathen ; 
becaufe many fouthlanders as they pafled to, and from 
the north, came to pay vifits to their relations and. 
country-folks in New-Herrnhuth. From the end. of 
June to the beginning of Auguft fcarce a day pafled, 
without fome of thefe guefts, and though their hearts, 
lay in the thickeft darknefs, and their minds were intent 
upon other things, and their behaviour was wild, rude 
and reftlefs; however fome of them always attended the 
public preaching of the gofpel. » And though favage 
Greenlanders cannot be fuppofed to comprehend much. 
of a fubject addrefled to a believing audience, yet their 
willingnefs to lend an ear was a token, that they had 
conceived no prejudice nor averfion to the truth ; and it. 
was obfervable in many, that the bare feeing and hear-. 
ing a reafonable fervice of God, made a certain impreflion. 
upon them, which, at that time, they did not under-. 
ftand. Neither was the converfation of their believing 
country-men, who accofted them vigoroufly, in vain ; at: 
leaft what they had not rightly apprehended in the public 
difcourfe, was by this means more fully explained to them. 
For inftance, I find it once faid: ** After fermon feveral 
«€ fouthlanders, who had frequently heard the word, 
“€ vifited us. We afked them, if they had ever heard 
““ before of our Saviour? One faid: “No, but we have: 
< heard’of one, that is called God.” Now as we were 
““ about to recommend the atonement of Jefus unto 
* them, he faid to a Greenland helper, that flood by: 
““ Do thou fpeak to us, our ears are incapable of un- 
“¢ derftanding the Europeans.” This was quite agree- 
able to our-Greenland brother; and he teftified of him, 
who had given himfelf up to death for our fins, in fuch. 
a manner, that it was a cordial joy to hear him. He many 
times ‘repeated: ** So dead and itupid, as ye now Are, 
“was I too formerly; but when I heard from thefe 
“my 
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“ my teachers, that there is a Saviour, who has pur- 
© chafed falvation for poor miferable men, I rejoiced at 
“ it, and prayed to him, and he gave me an open heart 
“ and ears to hear and to underftand. And now ye 
““ may eafily fee, that am happy, and I can with you 
“¢ nothing better, than that ye alio might fubmit to be 
“ made happy.” Our Saviour owned this teftimony, 
and many a deep figh broke forth from the favages 
againft their wills. Among them were the brothers of 


_Chriftina mentioned in the year 1750, $ 9. who forci- 
bly dragged her away from the northern miffion; but 


they now behaved quite peaceably. 
Another time it is faid: “ Many things were fpoken 


_ *£ with fome fouth-country people of our Saviour. A 


** young man was fo feized, that his whole body begun 
© to tremble, and he faid: “I would gladly be the 
«© Saviour’s, but my people always keep me back.” 
“<< The moft of them hearken attentively, when we 
* make known unto them the death of the Lord, and 
€ come alfo into the public morning and evening-meet- 
“ ings. But when they are afked, if they do not chufe 
*“ to live a winter here, or nigh at hand, and vifit us? 
“© they have various excufes; for inftance, that there 
“ are not fo many rein-deer hereabouts, as in the fouth ; 
“ that they had eaten none for along time, and they 
* could not overcome.their longing after that flefh; but 
*¢ when they had eaten their fill of it, they would come 
“¢ again, and hear more of their Creator.” ) 

But the greateft part were thrown into a panic. For 
Greenlander of Difko-bay, who had been with a 
whalefifher to Amfterdam, and came back this year, 
fpread a rumour, that next {pring many fhips would 
come and kill all the Europeans, and all the Green- 
landers too that they met with among them. There- 
fore the Greenlanders, that would fave their» lives, 


» 


Should flee to the fouth. This falfe alarm made many 


heathens hurry away out of the neighbourhood of the 
miffions ; above twenty boats of fouthlanders, who were 


‘come into our parts, haftened back again, and almoft 


all in Kangek went along with them, But yet four per- 
fons of thofe fojourners who were under nobody’s com- 
mand, ftayed in New-Herrnhuth. | 

nr § 2. 


294 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. B. IX, 
| a u, mn * 
However before the an heathen. fled, many 
payed vifits from time to time, and the word of life was 
clofely addrefled to their hearts anew, and always had its 
effect on fome, though often in a'flow.manner. Again, 
when our Greenland-helpers were abroad providing the 
neceflaries of life, they were obliged to take up a nighr’s 
lodging with fome of them, and were often defired to 
fay {omewhat to them. I find fuch accounts now and 
then in the diary: ‘* The brethren, who have for fome 
** time been catching willocks in Kangek, gave usıma- 
“ ny joyful accounts of the inhabitants, viz. that they 
<< found many defirous hearers among them, who in- 
“* treated them to pray and fing; that this gave them an 
‚““ opportunity of proclaiming the paffion of God with 
<< joyful hearts.”—* Our helper Daniel has again deli= 
** vered a teftimony of our Saviour of late in Kookoernen. 
‘¢ One particular family gave him great pleafure, efpe- 
** cially the pretty children, who would be glad to live 
“¢ with us. Some weeks after, he found the woman of 
“ the houfe deeply concerned. She fignified her de: 
* fire for baptifm with tears; but her hufband is quite 
** otherwife-minded.. And befides, there is’ another 
“man in the houfe, who difcovers: his enmity againft 
*¢ the brethren and their doétrine on every occafion, 
‘* and endeavours to keep back the reft.” 
Two of our: Greenlanders, difpatched with letters _ 
from the merchant to Fifher’s-bay and: F rederic’s-Hope, 
on their paflage met with an opportunity in feveral pla- 
ces, ‚to fhew forth the death of the Lord, ‘and they were 
generally defired to do it by the favages. Sthataghay 
_ One, that returned home from the bay; related that 
Perfok, a heathen that has been long acquainted with 
us, had talked with him almoft a whole night. “Among 
other things he faid: He was nowas eager after hearing 
what is good, as the fea-birds are: after the filhes, who — 
{wallow them whole: for eagernefs; yet he ‘confefled | 
his thoughts were ftill divided. However, ere three weeks 
were at an end, the good thoughts prevailed, and*he 
moved with his whole family to the brethren. =. 
- The fingle vifits paid to the few heathen ftill left be- 
hind, had however effected fe much, that at the end. of 
i. the 
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the year ‘the number of ‘inhabitants was inereafed with 


twenty-five perfons; and ten of them gave indication’ 
of’ a particular work: of ‘grace in their hearts, and were 
already received ner td the baptifmal candidates. = 2 


er 
x 


ery Yo nn.) $2- nioge f } ia 
voulae hopes | hae | it thay be acceptable’ to. many, ‘Twill 
procegd' to rernark Tuch paflages, as {rack me: in thé 
panomash conceit the internal ees vf the congre- 
ation, 

aL find it” Haid of the aanbaptiveds Ze (February 35 
to weihad Stwenty-one of ‘them together, and fpoke in 
“64 plain? and hearty manner with them.’> When we 
ftointerrogate ‘them ‘about ‘their hearts; and their fenfe 
$* of our ‘Saviour, they are‘ready' with theitanfwer, and 
© tell us in’a quite natural and’ dire&t'way, what they 
ss have had a living experience’ of, and ‘what is fill 
© ftrange and unknown to them.”——— In a helpers 

© conference various things were reläted' of! our neweft 
se \inhabitants. ‘The above-mentioned Perfok had faid, 


E\ that being‘ with. the baptized catching""capelins, he 


ee 'wasvprefent at their praying the litany. And the 
ee: words: Thy agony and bloody fweaty comfort ts, dear Lord 
& ynd' God, penetrated his “heart fo deeply, that he often 
> dreamt "oF it fince then; and’ was’ fometimes fo con~ 
cerned to obtain that comfort, ‘that’he could not fleep. 
s His wife in like manner is very'defirous of baptifm, 
$% Since that time both of "them are*frequently comin 
*Sito enquire, if the hour will not Toon ftrike for their 
«Sadmiftion to baptifmy: at leaft' for their previous re- 
$< ception as’ candidates, and aflure® u ii their chil- 
a4; dren’ often {peak of ip too.” 

"In 'autumn alb the inhabitants, wehrt to ‘cuftom, 
Wwebedpokeh with; and then itis faid of the"young'men 
and boys : “6 They were upright, tendér and’ covered 
«e wich’ fhaine, "and the hearts‘ of’ moft were rejoiced at 
* the prefervation they found in the wounds of Jefus. 
s They confefled jrigenuoufly. and(-with' many tears, 
#%& whatever had befallen one or another‘ the‘ preceding 
“ fummer. One faid: He had fomertimie ago befought 
<¢ our Saviour to forgive his tranfgreflions, and to wath 

* him anew with his blood. And our Saviour had 
T 4 “alla 
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s< alfo drawn near to him again, but yet his heart had 
< never been truly eafy: and comforted, becaufe he. had 
«not coniefled his faults. But.now he had done this, 
< he was as lightfome, as if he: had been difcharged of 
“<¢ a heavy burden, and he believed he fhould now be 
<¢ quite chearful again. The maternal labour of the 
«< Holy Spirit, was at this time in a particular manner 
« obfervable in them, and we found ;that the perpetual] 
€ nearnefs of our Saviour in his dying form was more 
“ and more an indifpenfably neceflary point to them.” ~ 

‘Now as the Greenlanders are naturally a clofe and 
referved people, and it requires great pains to learn, their. 
meaning, even. in mere natural things, which is. often, 
to be gathered rather from their ‘mien than their fhort 
abrupt anfwers; fo much the more ought, we to, value 
the gift of open-heartednefs in thefe young beginners, 
and their owning: and confefing- their own peculiar, bad 
fituation, which.the ‚felf-love ofall, the defcendants of | 
Adam, be. they of what nation foever, ,prompts: them 
to wrap up in the thickeft obfcurity ; and this grace, dif- 
plays itfelf even in theiquite fmall children. , As a.proof 
‚of this, I find it thus -faid:.‘‘ We fpoke alfo with,the 
“€ boys betwixt four and twelve years old, and-found 
“ many amiable. children among them, who. have a 
*¢ tender love for the dear Lamb of God and his wounds, 
<< and. a clear look withal; I, might alfo add, a; good 
“ underftanding, and gift , of. expreffing chemfalives. 
«< One of fix years old faid: TE will honeftly .confefs, 
<< that I fometimes behave ill... When fuch or fuch 
“<< teaze me, I fpeak roughly to them; butif they ftill 
<< will not Jet me.alone, I grow angry,.and render 
“<< them like for like. My heart is not well, buts hars 
* dened. by.it... But when I.igo to, our Saviour, and 
“ pray, him to foften my. heart truly with his blood, I 
< am well again.” > iow od bi: 
. And I. muft take this occafion to: remark, that.the 
young Greenlanders, born.in, New-Herrnhuth, bapti- 
_zed in their infancy and Kept, to fchool, differ very fen» 
fibly from fuch, as are come. hither: pretty. big children 
from among the heathen. 3 I. „rm 2 
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abeloxs: | 4 
\ Among other things -it is {aid of the communicants: 
* At this time they had in a quite particular manner, 


se tender and melted..hearts. Some faid with tears: 


** Ah! Lnow begin to feel how truly poor and wretch- 
$\ed I am:” or, ““Igrow better and better acquainted 
< with, my own heart, the more I am acquainted with 
s my Saviour.”———‘*,l am afhamed, that I am ftill fo 
“* bad, and yet our Saviour is fo good to me.” Others 
Said :. * L have long sincerely dered, again to eat and 
* to drink the. body and blood of our Saviour; the oft- 
#8. ener.] partake ther-of, the more dees my heart hunger 
$° after. him.” | 

, Another,time it is faid: ** At the fpeaking with the 
* communicants it, was. manifeft, that in: general the 
$* Holy. Spirit is carrying on a bleffed and delightful 
“¢ work. in their hearts, and imparting to them a deeper 
«< knowledge of their own corruption, and a more blef- 


~ S fed. and. jndifpenfably. neceflary participation of his 


#5. merits and of the daily communion with the Man of 
“ forrows.... Their/happy fenfe of his nearnefs, and their 


 & joy in the Lord, was difcernible on the very fore- 


S$ heads ef.fome,” Again: ‘ Atthe preparatory {peak- 
‘ing, the brethren and. fifters were found particularly 
“open and fenfible of their finfulnefs, but yet of good 
« cheer and in a difpofition fincerely longing after the 
6 facramental enjoyment of the body and blood of Je- 
«€ fus;.which we looked upon as an evident token of 
** the unwearied labour of the omniprefent Teacher, 
“even at the time, when they are fcattered among the 
heathen ;. therefore we had the {atisfaétion at prefent, 


st of having no occafion to exclude any one from the 


« holy communion.” But another time it is faid: “We 


_ .&€ were obliged to deal ftritly with many, and to refufe 


© feven perfons the Lord’s-fupper, on account of ill be- 
*¢ haviour, and an apparent unfeeling ftate of heart.” 
“Now this treatment was commonly followed with.a 
fpeedy wholfome effet. The helper among the wi- 
dows gave the following relation: Going out with fome 
of her’ fifters to gather bill-berries, fhe miffed: one of 
them, and after long feeking, found her behind a rock 
Ning upon her face, weeping and praying. On gi 
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the reafen, fhe anfwered : “© I was the laft time exclud- 
se ed from the “Lord’s-fupper,’ and now I ami reatl 
<< afraid, left I fhould not ‘have ‘leave’ t0 ‘go to it th 
& next tittle ; and I would’ not ‘willingly be deprived of 
“ it any longer, ‘Therefore I was praying ‘to out -Sa> 
© yiour.” And he alfo heard’ her ‘prayer, «atid ‘denied 
ther approach to his facred body and blood no‘longery a 
" Again itis faid: “ We had'to-day a ‘quite ingular 
< helpers-conference ; ‘many’ ‘very: rejoicing “and com 
< forting, but fome grievous’ and -painful matters ‚och 
*¢ curred. ‘Thanks and bowednefs, joy and forrow 
& | were mixt ‘together. Afterwards we Ipokei to’ a’ wo 
< man, in the prefence of her hufband, concerning “her \ 
€ preferit fituation, and admonifhed her, no longer to, 
© withhold her heart from ‘our Saviour, but'te give Te 
“<< wholly up to him, that fhe might lead a regu ar and 
happy life. At firft fhe was pretty ftubborn and in- 
“ fenfible, ‘but at laft fhe burft into a flood of tears; and 
<< promifed to give herfelf up anew ‘to our Saviour—. 
« After fome time, fhe'came very early to a’ nena 
«abundantly ‘on’ account “of 'her-'depravity, “and' fai 
«that now being come to a thorough’ fenfe’ of 'the un 
*¢ happy condition fhe’ ‘was’ in} fhe could not flee ithe 
© whole night; but from henceforwäard fhe ‘would!not 
« reft, till Our Saviour had beftowed his grace and’ fa~ 
% ‘your upon her and given her an ‘obedient heart? ro.” 
Of the helpers band it is faid':' “We perceived to-day 
*€ the prefence ofiour Saviour among us ina particu i ge 
«© 1y fenfible and humbling ‚manner.‘ The helpers were 
exceeding ‘chearful. We have among them fore? re~ 
<'arkably diftinguifhed and ° gifted ‘people, for who 
« Weowe dur Saviour abundant thanks. And the'belt 
« of all'’is, thatthey do not defery in "themfelves'the 
<¢ gifts which our ‘Saviour has conferred ‘upon them for 
* the benefit of ‘their people, and which we" kfiow 'the 
< beft.” Another time it is faid «T he other" matters 
«were not the\moft agreeable ;“however we rejoiced 
“at the faithfulnefs of our ‚helpers, in timely’ entruff- 
% ing to! our cars’ whatfoever might tend ‘to the difho» 
“¢ nour of our Saviour, if not gaickty prevented." ' 
aes auch ze 2x £ a ma Buel . & Dong, 
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See 0 
- “This year John Beck and his wife returned from vi- 
fiting the churches in Germany, -bringing with them an 
acceptable prefent to the Greenlanders, viz. The tranfla- 
tion of the narrative of our Lord’s paffion according to.the har 
mony of the four evangelifis, and a {mall hymn-book, confitt- 
ing of antient and modern hymns, which he with the 
affiftance of other brethren, had tranflated from time to 
time, and had now got printed anew. With him came 
alfo a new afliftant in the function of the miffion, par- 
' ticularly in the labour among'the young men, viz. Hen- 
ry Huekel from Moravia *, At-the fame time Matthew 
Stach; and with him Jens Haven, came on a vifit from, 
the new congregation at Fifher’s-Inlet, in order to con- 
cert meafures refpecting the cencernments of his con- 
gregation,. with the reft of the miffionaries, efpecially 
with Frederic Boehnifch, who was foon going with his 
wife on a vifit to Germany. | | 
u The Danifh miffionary, the Rev. Mr. Bruun, who 
came in the year 1752, to the colony of Good-Hope, 
intended to return with his family in the fame fhip. 
The farewel was very friendly. and affecting,'‘and he 
articularly defired the brethren to treat his fueceflor in 
the fame manner they had conftantly done him, ‘which 
they gave him the ftrongeft aflurance of. “But on his 
arrival with the fhip at the next colony Zukkertop, he 
learnt, that his fucceflor, who was to come from Difko, 
was not likely to come; and therefore he let his family 
go without him to Copenhagen, and returned to Good+ 
Hope. The next year he was relieved by the Rev. Mr. 
Gregerfen, and: was afterwards appointed minifter of 
Slagelfein Zeeland. | | 


- . 


| This year forty fouls, inchiding twelve children and 
alfo the: deacon’ Scerenfen’s little fon, were added to the 


congregation by the laver of holy baptifm. On the 


other hand, 'no more than twelve departed this life, a- 
* They. brought three fheep with them from Copenhagen, in order to 


make a trial of raifing a {mall ftock, which fucceeded very well, and as 
the number of rein-deer is daily diminifhing, they are of great fervice to 


mong 
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mong whom two were loft atfea in their kajaks. The 

following call for a more circumftantial notice. 
te) Agnes, a married woman, came in the year 
1745» from the fouth, and immediately upon hearing 
the gofpel, difcovered an earneft defire after our Saviour; 
was baptized the fame year, and admitted to the holy 
communion in 1748. She was twice married, and ahelper 
among herown fex. Theftate of her heart may appear from 
the following etter, wrote in the year 1752. ‘* lamena- 
“ bled to rejoice daily, fince 1 know that I have a Saviour; 
° and that i have now nothing elfe to crave while I am 
“ uponearth. Oh! had I not him, nor felt him, I fhould 
“© be like a dead creature. Whenever I eat the body of 
« Jefus and drink his blood, ‚I feel a new life in me. . 
« I was alfo exceeding glad that our teachers John and — 
«¢ Matthew vifited us, and fhall not forget them; but 
«< I fhall fet my Saviour moft of all before me. We are 
“* well aflured, that if we had not him, we could not » 
« be happy. I know that I have a defirous heart after 
*¢ Jefu’s. blood, and that I have no other. Saviour but 
<< him who fhed his blood, Him I love, becaufe he re- 
«© deemed. me, and.chofe me out of the heathen. And 
> & becaufe he loved me, I will love him again with all 

“* my heart.” 941 

Three years ago fhe loft the ufe of her limbs; this 
difabled her from attending the meetings, and obliged 
her to forego many things, which gave her much con- 
cern; but.yet, atthe celebration of the bleffed fupper of - 
the Lord, fhe was, as often as poflible, carried into the 
meeting-hall, or conducted thither on a fledge, becaufe 
fhe chofe rather to partake of it with the whole congre- 
gation than at home by herfelf. She was refigned in all 
her fufferings; and it was a pleafure to fee and fpeak 
with her, particularly when the.Lord’s-fupper was ad- 
miniftered to her at home, at which time after reception 
of the elements, fhe would turn round upon her face in 
her bed, and adore the Lord with many tears. At laft 
' fhe earnefily longed for her releafe, which came to pafs. 
at a time thofe prefent leaft expected it. | ; 
2.) Hedwig, a widow, came in the year 1753 with 
her hufband and children from the north, In the be- 
ginning it feemed as if nothing was to be done with pee 
an 
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_ and our Saviour was obliged to knock long at the door 
of her heart, before fhe opened to him and was bapti- 
zed. Nay, afterwards, at the time of her hufband’s de- 
ceafe ; fhe behaved in a pretty heathenifh manner on the 
occafion. Soon after, fhe was feized with a grievous 
leprofy, which fhe was forced to labour under till her 
end; infomuch that fhe and her two children, who were 
likewife infected, were ‚obliged to live quite by them- 
felves, and the laft years fhe could not come to any 
meeting by reafon of the intolerable fmell. However fhe 
was frequently vifited ; and this teftimony may be given 
~ her, that notwithftanding her miferable cafe externally, 
her heart grew more and more tender and defirous of our 
Saviour. Her defire was alfo fatisfied. She laid hold 
of our Saviour by faith, relied on him as a loft finner, 
and frequently {poke of his love with tears. Her depar- 
ture home to him was not expected fo quickly; but her 
leprofy fuddenly ftriking in, our Saviour ufed thisas a 
_ means of her releafe from this mifery. 

3.) Jeremiah a dear youth, came hither with his fa- 
ther, in the year 1756, from Piffikfarbik. The word 
of the fufferings of Jefus manifefted its divine power in 
his heart very foon, and he intimated with what earnett- 
nefs he longed for baptifm, which he was made parta- 
ker of the year following. He went on his way in this 
grace chearfully and calmly, and it was plain both from 
his words and afpect, thathe knew where his true hap- 
pinefs lay. He had a fickly body, and was often fo 
{welled, that he was: fcarce able to walk, but amidft all 
his pains, he was lively and refigned, and faid to his 
teacher at his taking leave of him in Piffikfarbik, where 
he was with his people on the capelin-fifhery, ““ I call | 
“to mind much and often the pains of our Saviour, 
‘¢ which he endured for me, and they are a great com- 
“ fort to my heart. I fhall probably fee you no more 
© below, but foon go to our Saviour and kifs his 
“ wounds.” And this was his happy lot and portion 
foon after, and his tabernacle was interred in the bury- 
- ing-ground at Piffikfarbik. 

4.) Gregory, a youth, came hither in the year 1751, 
‘ asa little boy with his parents; and when they returned 
to the fouth, our Saviour had already laid fuch a 
2 is 
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his heart, that he would not'go away again, but be his 
property and baptized with his blood, which blefling he 
foon obtained. ; We furnifhed him, as a forlorn orphan; 
with a kajak and neceflary tackling, to enable him to 
get his own living, and he prefently grew fo expert, as 
to be able to maintain himfelf, his mother and’ his two’ 
fifters, who. returned hither after his father’s death. 
The more he: advanced in years, the deeper infight he 
acquired into his own corruption, but at the fame time 
a more folid enjoyment of the comfort fpringing' from‘ 
the grace'in the merits and wounds of Jefus. When he 
was fpoke with, he often fhed tears on account of his: 
deficiencies, and efpecially the {mail fenfe and favour he 
ftill had-of our Saviour and his wounds. He: dealt: 
itri@ly with -himfelf, with refpect to bs bad ‘thing: 
that appeared in him, and laid it open to his teachersy: 
juft as it was. And as he was pretty orderly too in ex-' 
ternals, he had a fhare of the overfight in his cheir=houfe! 
committed to him. In a word, we entertained: hopes,’ 
of training him up as a truly folid heart, and for an’ ufe- ’ 
ful helper, But while he was a feal-catching; he was’ 
feized with fuch a violent head-ach, that the next day, 
notwithftanding all means ufed, he: loft his fenfes; and 
though his hearing and fpeech were afterwards reftored,; 
yet he was not able to form one fenfible thought. Only: 
on being afked, if he ftill remembered our Saviour? He 
anfwered: “OQ! yes, I often) remember him.” Afull: 
fortnight he lay in fuch exquifite pains; and at/laft loft 
both hearing and fpeech entirely, and lay as in’ an»apo=' 
ple&tic fit, quite ftill, except that he often: pointed:round’ 
with his hand, fmiling at the fame times And:thus he: 
fell afleep gently and unobferved. | alibi we 
5.) Matthew, fon of the:late Boaz, a fenfible, lively’ 
and fteady boy, having a tender heart and a true fenfibi- 
lity towards our Saviour and! his merits, was: baptized’ 
17535 andiwas preferved in this: grace: from: the’ fins: of 
youth. He went diligently to.fchool, and learntito read’ 
and. write well, and withal:became more eagerly’ intent! 
upon work and managing the kajak, than: we wifhed. 
For as he was’ following'a women’s-boat to Kookcernen, 
{pying feme people in the main fea.a good diftance from: 
land on the. hallibut-fifhery, he had a mind to go‘to’ 
| ther 
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them. alone, but never reached) them, and.:o piven 2 
his tackling was, found, fo; that it is fuppofed, he overs) 
fet,..and ‚was carried. away with the current... .. » 


_ 6.) Shem, a. married; man,. came a.perfedly fayace. 
Greenlander from. the fouth>in the, year 1746, but the, 
Holy..Ghoft prefently took him under his.tutelage, in-. 
Rructed him, in the knowledge. of his miferable ftate,, 
and wrought in him a defire after our. Sayiour and his. 
blood, ; Lhe bleffing of the, holy laver had.a very appa- 
rent good effe& upon his: heart, and. the participation: 
of the. body, and blood of Jefus in the holy facrament 
operated. {till more effe@tually upon him... He was low- 
ly-minded and of a contrite {pirit, and. when he com- 
_mitted an error or overfight,, he. was troubled, and ge- 
nerally came of his own. accord to make it-known. Ap 
tender love and adherence to our Saviour was obfervable. 
in him, and he at all times fhewed a ready obedience to 
his teachers. He was naturally of a brifk temper, with-: 
al very expert, and an excellent provider. Even many: 
poor people.were helped on by him, who, no lefs than. 
his'furviving widow and four dear children, of whom, 
the eldeft fon has not attained the age of twelve years, 
lofe an affectionate father in, him, and that too in a me-. 
Jancholy manner known to God alone; he having fome 
days! ago. haftened away,,home from, his,)companions 
atthe bay, but.never,arrived...A couple of years 
after, fome figns, appeared, ‚which gave. rife to.a con- 
jeCture, that.he was murdered -by a Greenlander, whofe 
blood-thirftinefs. had. betrayed itfelf more, than. once, 
and who probably wanted to.take revenge for the lofs of 
‘a-converted’ friend ; it is likely he was buried in a defo- 
late,part of the country, where fome of his utenfils were, 
found. fort | 


ets as iv ae J : ; ; §7.. d _ , 
_/Now -touching the new ‚and..fmall, Greenland-con- 
 gregation at Lichtenfels *, (or Light-cliff).on Fifher’s-bay, 
there was but little appearance of any increafe, till the 
—endiof this year... It.is.true.many fouthlanders, as they 

"%* Licht in German fignifies “7 Bt and fels a rock, The reafon for 

& 

calling this place fo, was the fituation of the place environed with naked 
rocks, and the great promife to the Gentiles, I. Ix.' 1, Arlfe, feine, 
for thy light is come, &e. | | : 

RER —" paffed 
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paffed by, called there and heard the word of God' their’ 
Creator, and of the redemption obtained by his blood, 
with aftonifhment, and not altogether without emo- 
tion; but not one of them could be prevailed upon to 
ftay there, and all the fatisfaction which could be had 
for the prefent was, that they had got fome intelligence 
of the gofpel, and knew where they were to feek for it, 
when they were anxious for comfort. FOTW Bis 
- Some came on a vifit from the inlet and the cireum= 
jacent parts from time to time, who had often been 
touched by- the gofpel, and freely owned their uneafi-’ 
nefs and our Saviour’s demands upon their hearts, but’. 
ftill made all kinds of excufes why it could not befor 
the prefent. Among thefe people came alfo the pradti- 
fing angekok of thefe parts * with his wife, who both 
protefted, that they were inclined to be converted too, — 
and were only forry, that the miflionary would not be- 
lieve them. But indeed he had reafon to doubt of their- 
fincerity, as he knew that they only fought fome con- 
verfation with him, with an intent to deter their ene- 
mies from taking vengeance upon them for the’ murder’ 
committed upon one that belonged to them, and to 
make the well-difpofed Greenlanders entertain a good 
opinion of them, as of people, who alfo loved what is 
good; though at the fame time they could not forbear ’ 
fomenting divifions among them. In general it was 
plain, that the angekoks have no other view in coming 
to hear what is good, but to acquire more knowledge 
than the other Greenlanders, to be able to talk plau- 
fibly to the fimple gaping crowd, and lay down various _ 
opinions concerning fupernatural things collected from 
chriftians and heathens, and thus to be reputed as wife 
as the _miffionaries. ‘The Greenland-helpers indeed 
could deteét them fooner than the miffionary. And 
therefore on his once enquiring of an old fenfible bro- 
ther, why he would not fpeak with an angekok about 
the way of falvation, he made anfwer: “ It is to no 
“¢ purpofe to fpeak of good and precious matters to fuch 
“ people, who are full of deceit, and only make ufe of 


* Where a number of Greenlanders live together, they like to keep an 
angekok, to confult on occafion, And if they can get none, they are tie 
ther defpifed or pitied by the reft, as poor people, : c : 

ever Y 
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“ every thing to their bane.” Which direétly put the 
*miffionary in mind of our Saviour’s words ; ** Give not 
*** that which is holy unto the dogs, 8c.” | 


ce On the other hand, at a vifit on the eaft-fide of 
_ ‘the ifland, he found a couple of pretty people, which 
"were an evidence to him, that wherever the good feed 
of the word of Jefus’s fufferings but once falls upon good 
ground, its fruit never fails, though it may remain hid 
“for many years. ‘‘ We met, (fays the account) this 
_ * “© time with but one fick man and his wife and chil- 
«< dren at home. ‘The man fhewed us his fore back. 
~ *¢ From hence I took occafıon to fpeak to them of our 
€ Saviour’s wounds and pains, which he endured for 
“ our fins; this they both imbibed with great eager- 
¢ nefs. “Che woman faid: My hufband had formerly 
_ £¢.a confidence in the conjurers, but now he heeds them 
~*¢ noinöre. When he is in great pain, he fays to me: 
‘ce Ah! pray to our Saviour forme. But I poor thing, 
€ am myfelf very ignorant. I have indeed heard fome- 
€ thing from the little minifter, (the Rev. Mr. Dra- 
€ chart,) at Good-hope; but whither is it fled! And 
“© as fhe faid this, the tears ran down her cheeks. We 
_ € were ‘uncommonly well with thefe people, and fer‘ 
€ forth the compaffionate heart of our Saviour to them 
“© anew.” 
A powerful emotion was alfo perceptible among the 
‘Greenlanders at the factory, and they came diligently 
to Lichtenfels to hear the word of God. ‘Two fami- 
‘lies had determined to move to the brethren, but they 
were diverted from their good purpofe by views of tem- 
poral advantage. Nay, fome who had lived there laft 
“winter, eipecially the three firft families, moved away 
“again by the inftigation of their bad wives, who could 
"not have every thing in abundance immediately, nor 
live in jollity, as among the heathen. One of thefe 
“men, by name Makkigak, wanted to live ın New- 
_ Herrnhuth a long time ago, but was always hindered- 
“by his bitter wife, and the following winter he depart- 


~ 


= d this life in Innukfuk in an earneft afpiration after our 
7 ‘Saviour; having before fent to his relations in Lichten- 
mo Vos. Ii wh U fels, 
A» 
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fels, and defired them to take his corpfe, and bury..it 
‘with the believers. He committed one of his children » 
to the care of his believing fifter, but his wife in her 
enmity would not let it go along with her. Neverthe- 
lefs the Jaft difcourfes of her hufband shad effected fo 
much upon her, that, after fome time fhe came full of 
anguifh, and with tears begged the favour-and happi- 
“nels which fhe was the forrowful means of depriving 
her hufband of, viz. of living with the believers; _ 
which was alfo granted to her, together with her chil- 
dren and her brother. In the mean time another fami- 
ly. came unthought of, twenty-four miles off to the 
fouth, to ftay, which were the firt-fruits ‘that were 
‘obedient to the call of Ged, and they were received 
before the end of the year as candidates,for baptifms 


§ 9. aaa ae, 
 Amidft all the outward and inward poverty of the 
little flock of baptized, grace and life was perceptible 

„among them. Indeed they could not forget ‚New- 

Herrnhuth, and one fahily was obliged to be difmiffed 

‘thither again. Neither did they meet with immediate 
- fuccefs in providing the neceflaries of life, becaufe they 
were as yet unacquainted with the country; therefore 
they were fo kind as to fupply them with feveral bags 
of angmarfet from New-Herrnhuth. But, notwith- 
ftanding all this, the congregation-grace powerfully 
approved itfelf among them, and preferved them in obe- 
-dience, love and peace together. ‘Their hearts were 
comforted, and they built up themfeives from the pow- 
erful word of God they had fo often tafted the fweetnefs 
- of, and former experience wrought hope. Thus I find | 
it once faid: ‘¢ Some {poke of the impreflion they felt 
“ yefterday (Good-Friday) at the reading the Paffion- 
‘s tranfactions, faying: ‘** Ah! could we once every 
«day weep our fill in fuch a manner! how. happy 
* {hould we be!” Another time it is faid: ‘¢ In the 
| evening-meeting we made an end of the reading the 
<< evangelifts. ‚I have obferved, that the blefled Spirit. 
particularly manifefts his power at the reading the. 
ads of our dear Lord, and the brethren and fıfters 
“ talk of it together all the day, nay, and, come en 
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« afk about what they heard in the meeting, and did 
“ not-rightly underftand.—I am now reading in the 
€ acts of the apoftles.. It is a matter of great teen ht to 
“ them, tojhear, in connexion with the life of our Sa- 
<< iyjour, alfo the adts after his afcenfion into heaven. 
s< Every one comes-to it with eagernefs .of heart.—In 
“€ the evening-meeting our dear Saviour was exceeding 
“ near to us. When I had done fpeaking, fome pro- 
<< pounded feveral queftions; the explication of which, 
“and the relation of many circumftances, took up more 
€ time, than the difcourfe itfelf. The text was és 
“xvii. 30. Lhe times of this ignorance God winked at, but 
“© now commandeth all men every where to.repent.” 
Some new hymns were alfo tranflated. When they 
were: made known, an uncommon defire to learn them, 
andva bleffed- operation upon the hearts was vifible. The 
moft’of them were taken out of the meditations of the 
ever-memorable Count Chriftian Renatus de Zinzendorf, 
found after his happy departure, fuch as: ‘* Though 
<< my. »poverty’s unfathomable, &c.. My heart’s incli- 


/ . . . . 
 enation—is, a deep proftration—at my  Saviour’s 
 §Sopain,” &zc.:and in particular the hymn; ‘¢ ‘Th’ ims 


<* ıpreflion deep of what my Friend—has.done for me, 
& -for :me,—how true to me his heart’s inclin’d,—be 


 -éverfeen in me!——He knows, that were I all my 


«€ days—thro’ lonely places tofs’d,-—ftill of that fweet 


Tefus-likenefs—nought thereby would be loft.” This 


Taft »was of fingular weight to the Greenlanders, and 


Was often fung by them with wet eyes, when they 


aed 


were obliged in the fummer to be away from their teach- 
ers, and to fpend whole weeks, nay months, alone — 
upon an ifland, or at leaft with no other company but 
that of heathens. In fuch cafes it is very certain, no- 
thing but the continual remembrance of what God has 
beftowed upon us, and the fweet wondrous deed which 
he. performed in paying fuch a coftly price for us, Is 
able to preferve a heart from. indifferency, levity, and 
being {wept away by the torrent of fin in the world. 


Sn: § 10. 

- ‘Imexternals, as faid above, the Greenlanders met with 

no fmall difficulties, which might indeed be the prefent 
Us» ‘ 


caufe 
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caufe why many’ well-difpofed: heathens were’ deterred 
from coming nearer to them. * Their provifions: were 
not only fcarce and hard ‘to be obtained, but the man- 
ner of procuring them was often connected with various 
dangers, in which however the angel of the Lord  faith~’ 
fully watched and prevented all harm. It ftands record 
ed in March, that “ four of our brethren, ina dreadful 
«© {now-ftorm, fell: among the driving ice, and » could 
<< neither get backward nor forward. After long'and 
«hard toiling, they at laft-made the land, but the fea 
was fo high and boifterous, that they ‘could not‘come 
‘© on fhore without being dafhed to pieces againft the 
«€ rocks. ‘They only wifhed, that one of them ‘might 
&c efcape, to tell what was become of the reft. At daft 
_ © the tide of flood made fuch an opening betwixt the 
““ cakes of ice, that they were able to go on their way, 
© and by our Sayiour’s. bleffing landed fafe and well. 
© Tt caufed great joy and thankfulnefs, to fee them 
en alive, ee yoqad ed sents Bae 

Two Greenlanders, difpatched with letters to Fre- 
» derick’s-Hope, related at their return, that- they were 
forced to fit two nights in their kajaks upon the ice, 
which at frft’ kept continually breaking in with them, 
but at length they got upon a firm piece. And it was 
the third night before they came to a houfe, which had 
they not met with, they muft have perifhed with thirft; 
having had no water for two days and nights. The 
fweat, occafioned by’ their fevere labour, had gone 
through their ‘cleaths, and by the extremity of cold 
was inftantly cotigealed to “ice. Their kajaks were 
alfo much dathaged, and one of them had his hand 


a 


m 


 frozen. " 


-"In November was a violent ftorm, which» made the 
houfe tremble as if there had been an earthquake, 
though it was very low, the walls a yard and quarter 
thick, and fituate under a hill. Part of the wall; fell 
down. In the country around, many Greenland houf- 
es had their roofs rent, many? boats were fhattered and 
carried up into the air, and eight men were loft in the 
fea. Ours had found it’ poffible in due time to fecure 
moft of their things’ lying on the fhorey from the,over- 

als od. Baal oy „on oe. whelming — 
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_ whelming waves *.: Before and after the ftorm, balls 
of fire were feen in the air in feveral places. One of 
them that fell near'a houfe, had begun to burn. Such 
_ #phznomenon was alfo feen juft. before Chriftmas at 
_ mid-day, while the fun was fhining in its full fplem- 
dort... The ‘irft-mentioned) ftorm even fplit and tore 
open the ice, but {topped the Biss up again with fnow. 
And as Peter Rudberg; one of the brethren, was going 
_ the next day over a pond, the frozen {now gave way 
- under him and he fell into the water. But having a 
belt about his body, the water under his furr-coat held 
- him upright, till he reached the bottom with his long 
_ leaping-ftaff, caft himfelf backwards upon the firm ice, 
_ and by the affiftance of the kind angels worked himfelf 
out again. $ bis | 


a Dorie ft 
"TRE TWENTY-EIGHTH YEAR, 1760. 


"OO? 32 <i : § I. : 
“SK RT ITH regard to externals, the cafe of th® 
Pay Greenlanders'at Lichtenfels did not alter much 
for the better this year, nay, their provifions were fo 
* feanty in the beginning, that it was a difficult matter 
“to fupport life. For the cold was fuch, till towards the 
‘end of May, and accompanied with fuch a vaft quan- 
tity of ice, that about Eafter not the leaft: open water 
Gn the fea was to be feen from the higheft mountain. 
_ “The ery of a general fcarcity, little inferior to a famine, 
yoo? modw 

- *- This ftorm muft have extended to a vaft diftance, as it was remarked, 

that about, the fame time, many fhips were caft away in the Cattegat and 

in the Baltiek. And the next fpring many pieces of a wreck were found 
on the coaft of Greenland, as alfo feveral ftone weight of fheep-uet, 
“which without doubt had been driven thither from an Iceland fhip that 

‚was caft away. 

While I am fpeaking of this phenomenon in the air, which is not 
‘ufual in Greenland, I mu@ take notice of another tempzit which arofe 
the 22d of September 1757, with a violent fouth-wind without rain or 
now; it lightened to fuch a degree as had never been feen in Greenland, 

and but feldom in Europe, and yet not the leaft rumbling of thunder was 
“heard, nor was any thing ftruck by the lightening. Some imagined they 


‚£elt an earthquake too, 
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refounded from) all quarters. Ours futtered the; leaft, — 


_ but’ yet were obliged to make:a: very poor fhift with no- 
thing but a few crow-berries Jefton:the ground all win: 
ter, and fome fmall meager fifhes.: Our brethren them- 
felves were reduced to the greateft ftraits, and,therefore 
had it net in their’ power to impart much to the poor 

Greenlanders in their indigent condition, both re 


| | {Sr bon 2 1 sire aa 

But notwithftatding this, the vifits for propagating 
the gofpel fuffered no intermiffion,. though they: feemed 
in the beginning to bring forth but little fruit. . Near 
the factory the miffionary found” the Greenlanders, in- 
deed for the moft part very defirous-to hear; and when 
he had preached in one houfe, they followed. him. into 
another, in order to hear more. One of the failors de- 
clared, that thefe people acted much. more like chrift- 
ians, than the Europeans, fince fome of them Br 
together every evening with great devotion in finging 


the verfes they had learnt. Add to this, that many of 
thefe people came to the congregation and were bapti- — 


zed: but ftill the German proverb: The nearer to 
“© the church, the later within it;” fuited the-moftof 
them; while quite ftrange heathens fnatched from their 
mouths the grace, which. they. might have ‚every. day, 
and for that reafon treated with indifferency. . The ig- 


ay 


norant heathen may very properly be compared, to. un- : 


cultivated ground, which produces nothing, becaufe no 
labour has been beftowed upon it; but as foon as it is 
broken up and fowed, in a little time brings forth much 
fruit: whereas, on the contrary, they, that have con- 
verfed many years with Europeans, from whom they 
have feen and heard many bad things, may juftly be 
likened to the ground, which is full of thorns and thif- 
tles, that choak what is good, and are not fo eafily ex- 
terminated. Luke viii. 14. Neither the miffionary nor 
the Greenlanders ever went to the faGtory. without find- 
ing people eager to hear. And befides, they came fre- 
quently to Lichtenfels to attend the fermon, and eipe- 
cially at the time of a baptifmal act, and always went 
away with moved hearts, And yet it continued a long 
time, before the feed could bring forth the withed-for 

fruit. 
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fruit. The cafe was juft as a heathen woman once 
faid: <¢ ] know not how itis; we always will be con- 
& verted, and yet nothing comes out of it; for we will, 

and yet do not will right, and prefer other things be- 
“¢ fore our Saviour.” _ ~ 

However, the vifiting of the Greenlanders on the eaft- 
fide of the ifland feemed to promife more fruit; and 
fome were often coming thence to vifit here; and among 
the reft, it happened once, that three women came td 
whom the others had faid they fhould go and edt eR? 
word of God, and bring them fomething of it back with 
them, ** I taught and explained to them (writes the 
a miffionary, ) that old verfe: * Give us thy fhine, O 
«© thou ‘precious Light !—and teach us to know Jefus 
«© Chrift aright,—-that we may believe in’ that faithful 
«© Saviour,—who to our real home brought us over.— 
« Have mercy, Lord.” They learnt it by- heart and 
ee id: This we will take along with us.” 

Heathens were likewife conftantly coming from other 


parts to vilit, who at leaft fhewed that they liked the 


gofpel. A man, that had been at the fermon, came 
home very well pleafed, and faid to his wife: It was 
very agreeable to hear fuch things; and, if the brethren 
lived nearer the fea, he would inftantly move to thein 
and become a believer. Another, whofe daughter had 


 lately been received among the catechumens, was afked: 


What he thought, when he heard fuch difcourfes con- 
cerning our Saviour? He faid: ‘* I think that I am good 
“ for nothing, but my children have a great defire to 
*¢ hear fuch things, and will not hinder them, and 
« perhaps I fhall one time follow them hither, for in- 
«© deed it is very agreeable being here, becaufe the peo- 
*< ple love one another fo much.” 


§ 3 
But bare hearing, vifiting and promifing was not all. 
The year of releafe for the heathen, even in thele parts, 
was come; and the {eed that for fome time bad been 


fown in hope, began fweetly to fpring up. ‘The only 


- family that came laft year, became recipients of holy. 


baptifm on the day of the manifeftation of Chrift to the 


Gentiles, Jan. 6. There was fome refemblance between 
| U this 
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this family and that of Samuel Kajarnak the firft- fruits ; 
in New-Herrnhuth in the year 1739; it confifted of 


father, mother, fon and daughter ; they likewife came 
from the fouth, they were till now quite ignorant, and 
yet got the ftart of them that had long heard the word. 
. Concerning their , baptifm, I will cite the miffionary’s 


et aurea vk, £6 Very early a great man I people came, — 
r 


* out of the neighbourhood. In the ft meeting the 
«© fubject of the feftival was treated of," viz. Sn 
€ the firft-fruits of the heathen feeking and finding 
< him that was newly born King of the Jews,. worlhip= 
““ ping him, and offering unto him their gifts. It was 
<¢ not in our power to make him fuch prefents, neither 
« does he want or defire them, „We offer him only, 
<¢ upon his word and call, our. poor corrupted hearts, 
« which he muft fit up for his dwelling with his own 
“ blood. And we will likewife this day prefent unto 
<¢ him the firft-fruits, which his Spirit has led hither, 
“ that he may wafh and cleanfe them, and make them 
<€ to his praife on this earth, &c. After this meeting I 
‘ once more {poke to the candidates, who were. full of 
< fhame and joy, but were at a lofs for words to fpeak, 
<< except that they had an earneft defire after the blood 
“ of Jefus. During this, every one both great and 
«© fmall aflembled, in the Greenlanders houfe, to the 
<< baptifm. The ‘audience was again addrefled ; next, 
“€ thefe four firft-fruits gave believing anfwers to the 
€ queftions propounded, and then I baptized them, wy 
© a deep fenfe of the prefence of the’ bleffed Trinity ac- 
© companied the act. I called the man Kauvigak, John; 
«© the woman Puktak, Elizabeth; the fon Annertuna, 
Henry, and the daughter Teiliok, Anna-Foanna. The 
<< fifth of this family was a child three years old, ‘for 
« whom this grace is referved, till it attains to more 
«© maturity, of underftanding.” They: had a fon born 
in May, who, eleven days after it received baptifm, re- 
turned to its Creator, with whofe remains a hill was de- 
dicated as a place of burial. 

At Whitfuntide was likewife a fingle woman baptiz- 
ed, who came from the eaft-fide of the ifland, and had 
lived here all winter. After the feftival- fermon upon 
the leffon of the day, Ads i il, it was reprefented in the 
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aptifmal difcourfe, by the example of Lydia, how the 
rd opened the heart to hear the gofpel of Jefus, to 


~ receive it, and be baptized in the faith. ‘Then the can- 


didate, purfuant to the queftions afked her, delivered 
a joyful confeffion of her faith, and after that received 
the wafhing of regeneration, attended with a powerful 
demonftration of grace, and abundance of tears fhed by 
thofe prefent. © She was called Agnes. | | 


‘4 


A fhort time after, a {hip arrived and brought the 
brethren the pleafing news, thatnext year they fhould be 


furnifhed with a dwelling-houfe, anda hall for preaching 
the gofpel. “Thefe, joyful tidings confirmed their hopes, 
that this work of the Lord, begun in great weaknefs, 
would be attended with fuccefs and profperity. 

“But not long after they received the painful news, 


‘brought by the fhip arrived at Good-Hope, of the wor- 


thy Difciple of Jefus, and Ordinary of the proteftant 
church of the Brethren, being called to his everlafting 
reft, It came to pafs the gth of May this year at Herrn- 
huth. This overwhelmed them in no fmall forrow. 


‘They were fenfible, that the Lord had not only made a 


bleffed ufe of this his faithful fervant for the reftoration 
of the brethren’s church, and for the maintenance and 
promulgation of the word of reconciliation in the Chrif- 
tian world, but alfoina particular manner for the con- 
verfion of the heathen; which laft was a matter he had 
been cherifhing in his heart even from his tender years. 
They knew, that he had furthered and fupported the 
miffions with his prayers, with good advice and actual 
help, with all his worldly pofleflions, nay even with the 
hazard’ of his life. And the great benefit which by his 
inftruGtions and good counfel had accrued to the labour- 
ers, both in general, and particularly among’ the hea- 
then, and‘the loving manner in which he both bodily 
and fpiritually refrefhed the pilgrims and ftrangers of this 
world in his houfe, and on their toilfome pofts, was in- 
{cribed too deep in their grateful hearts, ever to be eraf- 
ed. It was therefore no wonder, that this unexpected 
news drew abundance of tears from their eyes both here 


and in New-Herrnhuth, and awakened a variety of anxi- 
1% ore ay 
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ous thoughts within them. * But,” as it is noted of this 
occurrence, * this comfort quickly fprung ap ett 
<¢ undtion in.our hearts: The Lord. does ever to his 
“© flock—keep without feparation,—abides their fhield, 
«© defence and rock,—their peace and their falvation, Sc. 
< This peace we hada powerful feeling of, notwith- 
« flanding all: our pain ;.and our dependance is, that 
« he who was dead, but is alive again, and lives. for 
«© evermore, will maintain and fuccefsfully carry on this 
« work begun in his name.”  T'he brethren being thus 
powerfully animated by. the-Holy Spirit, this affecting 
news wasan. incentive to them, to adhere the clofer to 
the only Head cf-his church, our Lord Jefus Chrift, to 
look to his hands in their affairs, and to,carry on their 
work with that unity and brotherly love enjoined by the 
“ teftament of Jefus, “fob: xvii. enforced by the example 
of the difciple leaning on Jefus’s bofom, obferved by 
the late Ordinary throughout his whole life, and even 
recommended with his laft breath, a ae 
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Their fomewhat drooping fpirits were foon after raifed 
again by the fudden increafe of their little congregation. 
‘Two families who were relations of the firftling John, . 
came in July to remain, and, as they faid, to be con- 
verted. In Auguft came five own brothers, with all 
that belonged to them. It was a great pleafure to fee 
fuch. a flock of brown fheep enter into the fold at once, 
In a word, when they moved into the winter-houfes, 
they found that nine families, which, with them that 
had come hither fingly, amounted to fifty-five fouls, 
were added to the little flock. And now they wanted 
room both for their dwelling and meetings, which ‘they 
were obliged to hold in the open air, while the weather 
permitted. Therefore the Greenlanders made a good 
addition to’ their only dwelling-houfe as yet, enlarging 
it to twenty-five yards in length, and five yards in 
breadth. ‘The fingle fifters and the widows, built each 
of them a houfe for themfelves. Fourteen whole fami- 
lies, befides. fome fingle perfons, in all feventy-four 
fouls, moved into the great family-houfe ; in which the 
public meetings were alfo held. ‘The miflionary at their 
; entrance, © 


+ 
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entrance, delivered a diicourfe u;on, the, word. of the 
day :. Can two walk together, except they: be, agreed? Amos 
iii. 3. ‘¢ I have to God’s, pure heart and mind, my heart 
<<. and mind furrender’d.” It may undoubtedly be look- 
ed.upon. as matter of wonder, how it is poflible for fo 
many .perlons to dwell together, not, in different apart- 
ments of fome great houfe, but in a fall confined 
room, with all. their houfhold-ftuff, not only without 
ftrife and variance, (which alfo the favage Greenlanders 
do, though not with fuch a great number,) but in real 
peace and unity, But we need only confult 1 Cor, xiii. 
to fee what love can.do, when fhed abroad, in the heart 
by the Holy Ghoft; which, like faith, does not confift 
in, many learned, or invented words, but, in deed and 
in truth, Ä 2. 
"ed 1 | 6. +4 

_ But neyerthelefs it muft be owned, that joy and 

rief interchangeably took place, with regard to this 
little flock out ‚of. the heathen, as many unbaptized 
and.ignorant. were ftill among them. Sometimes afflic- 
tive circumftances occurred, which excited the brethren 
‘to be watchful, to exercife faith and patience, and. yet 
to. be always thankful for the victory granted them. 
Once there is this note: “ We had a very agreeable con- 


_ $$ verfation “concerning the winter -regulation among 


<< our people. “The helpers related many pleafing things 
«of the. new inhabitants, and their defire to be ac- 
€ quainted. with our Saviour. But.a couple ‚of feducing 
« boys. gave us great concern, as, no difcipline is praéti- 
cable with them, while their parents. hearts are ftill 
€ deftitute of grace, and they are ignorant of the im~ 
*¢ portance of ‚a proper management of children. In 
€ the evening I earneftly admonifhed the parents: to take 
«© better care of their children, and cut off all occafion 
* from them to bad things. This caufed many par 
«© rents to come and, afk advice about: the education. of 
«6 their children,” De re 

On the other hand, they had many inftances of the 
baptized children, which were matter of great joy to 
them. “Two fmall children excited an uncommon emo- 
tion in the whole houfe, efpecially among the new peo- 


ple and their raw children, by their finging, A nas 
| gir 
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. girl once faid: ** To be fure, our. Saviour muft be iat 
<< amiable.” ,'And a grown‘ perfon. afking: Why fot 
fhe replied: “I always have fuch ‘a lovely feeling in 
“© my heart, when I hear his blood fung or fpoken of.” 
Speaking of her mother, who was fallen into a difcon- 
tented ftate, fhe faid: “ My mother is fick, her heart 
©’ pains her.” | ae | Ale 
‘This perfon, viz. the mother, was an inftance, how 
eafıly a foul, that does not wateh over itfelf, may lofe 
its heart, how an infincere mind difcovers itfelf even ‘in 
nations efteemed the moft ftupid, and how the Spirit of 
God often makes ufe of little ‘ineidental occafions, to 
bring a foul to recollection when it has flipped away 
from under his tutelage. “Being inftigated by malice and 
envy, fhe was continually finding fault with others, and 
at length abfented herfelf” from the meetings. And 
when fhe was {poke to on, this head, fhe anfwered with 
a diffembled farcaftical humility, °“ I am indeed too un- 
“© worthy of it.” Moreover fhe endeavoured to inflame 
‘others ; but an unbaptized woman gave her this anfwer? 
« While thou wert happy and eafy in thy own mind, — 
“© thou fpokeft quite a different language concerning 
‘© the believers ; either thy former or thy prefent fpeech- 
“© es are not true; for my part I will’ not believe thee in 
© any thing for the future.” She then went with ano- . 
ther whom fhe had made her partifan, to: their heathen 
neighbours. They immediately requefted her to “fay 
fomewhat to them of our Saviour; but fhe perceiving 
that her heart was in a manner fhut up, grew uneafy 
there, and went with her little daughter to a company 
of favages, who were at a merriment. ‘The child fell a 
crying at it, and begged her mother to carry her again 
to the believers. By this means fhe was brought to Her- 
felf, went “home, and firft confefled her falfenef3 to the 
Greenlanders fhe had offended, and then to the miffion- 
ary, begged pardon with many tears, and was again ad- 
mitted into the communion of the faithful. vee OM 
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Some of the new people, who gave indications of 2 
true defire after our Saviour, were foon taken into a 
clofer preparation ; and a catechifation was fet on foot 
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with as many of them as could be got together, at which 
‚the ardent defire of their hearts difclofed: itfelf in a very 
fweet manner. ‘Thus I find it faid: “ The meeting of 


AG 


“ce 


“ < the catechumens was holden upon the fecond article 


of 'the apoftles creed. It is a joy to fee with what 
appetite thefe dear fheep feed upon the teftimony of 
Jefus.' Another time the putting off the old man, 


and: putting on Chrift with his bloody righteoufnefs, 


„was: the fubject. A Greenland-helper from New- 


‘Herrnhuth, who was come on a vifit, „was: prefent, 


and told them, how he had been, while under prepa- 


‘ration for baptifm. They were very attentive and 
full-of defire. : The queftion : ‘¢ Doft thou know, 
that thou art quite fpoiled and ruined. by fin? Who 


‘can fet thee free from it?” they anfwered more with 


tears than words.” 


. «At length the third baptifmal-a& of this year was 
performed Nov. 23. “ Ihe text preached upon was: 
6. My fon, give me thy heart, and let thine eyes obferve my 
€ ways. Prov. xxiii. 26. in conjunction with the words: 
6 J will take away the flony heart out of your ‚flefh, and I will 
“ give you an heart of flefh. Ezek. xxxvi. 26. Our dear 
4‘ Lord was fenfibly amongft us, and the abundant tears 
se of the eight baptized bore witnels of the fenfibility of 


con 


- & their hearts. Then five were added to the candidates. 
_ This baptifm ftirred up a great longing in many fouls 
“*© to partake of the fame bleffing.” wer 


Afterwards two ‘infants were baptized, and thus the 
gation was augmented this year with fixteen fouls. 
At the clofe of this month it is obferved.: “ Our dear 


s< Lord has owned us in all our meetings throughout 


66 this month, efpecially at the reception and baptifm, 


© and at the catechifations both of the candidates for 
“€ baptifm and the Lord’s-fupper. A particular grace 
se: was evident at the reading of the epiftles of the apo- 
«se ftles. . And it is very agreeable to the new people to 
& get a notion of the written word of truth ; and though 
4 the houfe is full of people and rude ‘children, yet eve- 


A® ry thing is done with as much order and filence as 
“se if it were a church. 
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In New-Herrnbuth ‘and ar ieee adjacent, there was. 
but little‘opportunity this time for fpreading ‘the gofpel 
farther. ‘Thesinhabitants were all, except four:families, 
fled from Kangek and Kookcernen, ‘being \frightéd away 
by ‘the ‘laft year’s rumour *, »And for the fame reafon 
no fouthlanders »pafied ‘upwards; *but ‘fome, in :pafling 
from the north, ‘called'there; one'family of whom, bei 
fides feveral fingle'perfons, were.powerfully moved, and 
ftayed in the place. ‘Phe merchant alfo at his return 
from 'Kellingeit, ‘where he had ‘been about -bufinefs, 
brought two:widows, and ‘four children, along with him, 
who intreated ‘him ‘to take them ‘to their brothers and 
fifters in New-Herrnhuth. ‘They both shad been 'the 
wives of ‘one ‘man, who, withhis eldeft fon, were ldft 
in their kajaks. . ; | ji 

Thus the increafe of the inhabitants was very fmall ; 
‘but out of thofe-that were there before,: twenty-five ‘fouls, 
among ‘whom ‘were eleven .children, ‚were added to. the 
congregation by‘ baptifm. OR N 
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But fo muchthe more rejoicing was the inward growth 
‘of the congregation. ‘And notwithftanding the-difficulty 
of managing this people, “but little occurred, to opprefs 
and grieve their teachers. ‘Yet this is the leaft thing. 
The chief matter they have an eye to in the cure of 
fouls, and :confider as an adequate reward for all their 
pains and«trouble, is, to combine properly the living 
knowledge of the crucified Jefus and his merits, and a 
‘contrite fenfe of the mifery of man, which laftis tonoreäl 
_ «purpofe, except it fprings from the former; and yet with- 

out it the former never attains'to any ftability. Of this the 

‚are more and more.awareintheirGreenlanders: = = =” 
Among all the folemn feafons, :paffion-week andthe 
feaft of after were remarkably diftinguifhed. «Inthe 
firft helpers-meeting after Eafter, an account was given 
-of the powerful effe& which the narrative of our Lord’s 
‘Paffion had ‘left upon the hearts of the brethren and fif- _ 
ters, and of their fpeaking together with fatisfaCtion, of 


2 * See 1759. § 2. 
what 
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„what they had heard and felt the foregoing week. It is 
“faid further : ‘‘ In the meetings of this day.a very blefled 
.*e fenfation prevailed, at the confideration of the laft 
<< words and, acts of our Saviour. We had, in a parti- 
© cular.manner, caufe to rejoice in the communicants, 
- finding. all their: hearts tender and of good cheer, ‚It 
Sic AS ah each had moved, in the Paffion-time, a good 
„< ‚degree nearer to our Saviour, and was grown better 
- acquainted with him. , And the ardent defire .of all 
_* after the-holy facrament was gratified, a widow only 
© excepted, who had herfelf no. freedom to partake,” 
»And,in November it is, faid :.° It was afrefh obferved, 
=“ that fuch as can read, of whom arenow a good num- . 
© ber, are :bufy in reading the harmony of ‚the four 
_ © evangelifts, and) often come to enquire the true fenfe. 
„“ To-day we had an affecting converfation with one.of 
< them concerning the article of the bloody fweat, and 
© the inftitution of the Lord’s fupper.” 
It is once, faid of one Greenlander : “ He made a fin- 
Scere and finnerlike confeflion of his vilenefs, and faid : 
© That his heart cannot be: fatisfied, whenever he has 
“done amifs, and is not upright. It is the greateft 
_¢¢ grace to him, that, amidft all his poverty and unwor- 
“© thinefs, our Saviour fill continually keeps him happy 
„<<, and :chearful.” Of another it is faid: ‘* He came 
<< with his wife prefently after the facrament, and la- 
“ec mented with ‚tears, that they had both forfeited the 
<< facrament for their accidentally falling into variance 
-« with each other juft before; on which account their 
“ee hearts forbad them to draw near.” 


\ ie: | § ro. 
Our own poverty, and the all-fufficient riches of the 
merits and wounds of Jefus, were alfo the chief fubjeCts 
_of the difcourfes of the Greenland -helpers to their be- 
‚lieving and unbelieving country-men; of which I wil! 
again gather a few fragments. 
On Jan. 19, 4. kept the morning-meeting, and put 
his brethren in mind, with a thankful heart, of the fend- 
“ing the firft heathen-meflengers to Greenland. He firft 
‘fet before them his own ftate of ignorance, while he 


knew nothing of our Saviour, and faid at laft: “ er 
i 
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if our Savıour had not fent our teachers to us, who 


have made known unto us the paflion of Jefus, wHat 


would have become of us! But now we can enjoy his 
grace, and be as happy as we will, Our Saviou has 
not called us hither to no purpofe; he will be near us 
and make us happy. But we have nothifig, that is 
capable of giving us any fatisfaCtion, extept his pre- 
fenting himfelf before our hearts in his dying-form. 
His blood makes us true children of God. Therefore 
let it be our only concern, to experience his blood in 


our hearts. .We cannot defire or with for any thing 3 


reater.” ' yaa 

iioehet time he faid: “* As Eve was formed out of 
Adam’s fide, fo believers are born out of the fide of 
Jefus, Aefh of his flefh, and bone of his bone. Al- 
though we are vile, corrupted and miferable men, yet 
our Saviour took upon himfelf our flefh and blood, 
and will now make us one fpirit with him.” 
Again at another time he begun thus: “ Dear bre- 
thren, ye know, that our Saviour endured great pains 
for our fakes, and that his fweat was, as it were, 
great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 
woman, when fhe is in travail, hath forrow; but it 
is certainly not to be compared with that, which our 
Saviour endured for us. Now if he lived in all our 
hearts, what a happy life fhould welead! And itis our 
fault alone, that we have fuch a {mall experience of its 
Our Saviour would gladly have us thoroughly happy 
every day; for this end did he fuffer, and for this 
end does he grant us to partake of his body and 
blood,” &c. ap A a: sy 
C. at the beginning declared what he had felt the late 


paflion-week from the account of Jefus’s fufferings, and 
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en, among other things, faid: ‘* That he often ex- 


amines the fituation of his own heart, whether it be 


cold and dry, and if he is aware of fuch a thing, he 


inftantly betakes himfelf, as a poor needy finner, to 
our Saviour and his wounds, and he is prefently 
relieved. And if the brethren and. fifters were to do 


. 


this often, they would be conftantly happy and chear- _ 


ful. For our heart, he faid, is like dry ground, if 
our Saviour does not rain upon it with his blood. 
| Ye 
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#6 Ye kriow alfo, how the gnats do, in hot weather. 
“< Indeed we do not fuffer them upon us, but beat 
‘se them? away!) but our Saviour is quite differently 
<¢ difpofed towards us. It is a pleafure to him to fee us 
“¢cleave faft unto his wounds, and’ fatisfy our defire 
*© with his blood.” 
-» Another compared the heart toa lamp, which muft 
have a fufficiency of oil, in order to burn and give light 
and warmth tothe houfe.” Neither could we give forth 
any other light and warmth, but what we derive from 
the blood of the Lamb. | 
ly J faid: “© My. poverty permits me to fay no more 
“than this: ‘The death of our Saviour and his whole 
<< paffion is the deareft fubject to me; which ! like to 


' © {peak of to-you. But even this 1am not able to do, 


s©if.the Holy Spirit does not make it clear in my heart, 
<e and furnifh¢me with words for it.” Upon this, he 
fpoke of the @reat ‘happinefs we enjoy in the bloody 
wounds of the’dear Lamb, and that we may come to 
him, juft as we are. 

DY naturally ‘avery ‘unpolifhed and rough man, fpoke 
with @ tender heart, his‘ tears flowing down his cheeks 
at the fame time and many of the hearers mingling theirs 
with his. He faid, with other things: ‘ That, not- 
« withftanding all his poverty and indigence, he was 
« put en to the blufh by the frequent nearnefs of 
«ec our dear Saviour, and preferved thereby in a blefled 
© peace.. And fince he loves us fo very much, vile 
“ and wretched as we are, let us 'truly love him 
“ again.” | 


+B. faid in the firft morning-meeting committed to 


him, “© that our Saviour had a tedious work with him, 


« before he could bring him to the enjoyment of his 


© blood and death, and yet without thefe it is not 


&* poffible to attain falvation and have true life. But if. 
““ we every day fed on his flefh and blood, our hearts 
& would be warm, would get fap and virtue, and remaiz 
‘© jn’an unmoved blefled courfe.” 


“Another time he {poke of the unutterable love and 


mercy of our Saviour towards all the poor and miferable, 
whom he fees coming to his wounds, in order to find 


relief’ “The Holy Ghoft is at.fuch a time very bulys 
Vou. I. x “ by 
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<< by whofe impulfe and leading alone it comes to pafs, 


oo LD. fpoke '** of the great grace it is for a man to enter- 


& tain a fenfe of his own vilenefs. He only ought to go 


*t -dire&tly-with it to our, Saviour, who accepts of us 


<¢ with heartinefs; and lets us quickly feel his heart full 
of love, ftanding open for all wretched) and troubled 
“6 finners.” isw., b | +15 
Another time he fpoke in an uncommonly folid man- 
mer “of the impofkbility. of a man’s being chearful and 


$ ferene, as long as he continues to entertain finful 


> 


«* thoughts, though they may not iflue in finful 
> a@tions. ‘But if, as foon as he is aware. of any fuch 
“thing, he has immediate recourfe to our Saviour, and 
s« is afhamed and grieved for whatfoever is not conform- 
46 able to his mind, he then wafhes all, away with his 
$ blood, and» the. ferenity of his. heart is quickly 
s¢ reftored.” as ow, ee 
° M. chiefly {poke of his own heart, ‚and thanked: our 
Saviour for bringing him to his people, and to ‘the 
knowledge of -his death and blood, ‚on which he often 
reflected: with much fatisfaction, ‚efpecially when he was 
alone,: or on the water in his kaiak.. > ~ | y 
So Another time; after our Saviour had. wonderfully 
delivered him out.of the water, when a feal had overfet 
him, and he at ‚other times being. feldom able alone te 
recover himfelf, he faid the day after in the morning- 
meeting: ‘That he was very well, and much, com- 
es forted in chis~ heart. at the remembrance of our Sa- 
‘+ viour’s having purchafed him with his blood and-death; 
sland made him his property. ‚He thanked him. alfo 
‘¢ heartily -for his deliverance out.of the water. inst’ 
4, ZL. faid among other things; **, We know well, what 
‘pain it gives, when a perfon. under our authority, 
is not obedient. . By this we may conceive, what 
s¢ pain it muft give our Saviour, when we will not be 
«obedient to him, though he means fo well with 
<< us, OS how-happy would it be for us, if we always 
‘attended to, the ‘voice of the Holy Spirit, whofe de- 
« lichtut. isto guide.us to our Saviour, in whofe wounds 
va # ' ‚ee we 


“45 it never enters into .a man’s mind: of himfelf, to _ 
“© draw near to.our Saviour; for no man has one good 
-% thought of himfelf.” | i 


En 
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“© we may be fo happy. For of ourfelves we cannot 
“6 enter into true communion with him; it is the Holy 
*¢ Spirit who muft lead us into it, and he does it with 
$$ pleafure.” 

Again: he faid “ that a poor finner may expect all 
** orace from our Saviour; but whofoever does not 
“* know himfelf to be a finner, cannot have, nor enjoy 
© his fhare in our Saviour and his wounds.” 


wee 


' Upon this foundation of the all-prevailing merits of 
Jefus, twelve fouls this year departed this life in faith, 
as poor finners indeed, but finners endowed with grace. 
Of whom the following are worthy of notice. 

1.) Martin, a youth, came to us from the bay in the 
year 1747, with the late Barzillai. Our Saviour foon 
knocked at the door of his heart, and’ manifefted to him, 
that life and falvation was attainable only in his blood. 
The next year he was baptized. He retained a lafting 
impreflion of this grace, as he teftified, a little before his 
end, with tears.. ** Ah, faid he, what kindnefs has 
“ our Saviour fhewn me, in bringing me to his people, 
*¢ and wafhing me with his blood ! I am greatly afham- 


- “© ed, that I have, fince then, grieved him fo often, 


“ and thereby made my heart as heavy, as if ithad _ 
“€ been crufhed between two great ftones. Which arofe 
*© from hence, that I had not kept what I promifed him 
*¢ at baptifm. “Ah, how am I afhamed !” (which words 
he often repeated with many tears) ‘* but our Saviour 
“€ never failed to put me in mind, how much he loved me. 
** And now I rejoice, that I fhall foon go to him.” &c. 
2.) Elifha, a youth, came hither in the year 1751, _ 
was baptized the next year, and got a lightfome and 
chearful heart; he learned alfo to read and write 
prettily, but had a weakly tabernacle, and befides got 
a hurt in his leg, which obliged him to walk with a 
ftick. Having once overfet, and taken in a good deal 
of fea-water, he afterwards grew weaker and weaker, 
fell into a confumption, and frequently fpit blood. He 
was at the fame time very refigned, and cot a more 
folid knowledge of his own corruption, but had a 
childlike honeft heart, which made every thing work 
aera for 
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for his good. , And his taking an-occafion, in-anopen — 
and folid manner, to {peak fully »with his; labourer 
concerning all! the. circumftances..of shis;body and foul, 
proved in a peculiar manner, an abiding blefling to 
him. In his ficknefs he declared, ' with a ferene coun- 
tenance, his great defire to be with his;Saviour ;- which 
happinefs a fudden violent fpitting of blood helped to 
halten. | er 

3.) Clemens, a married-man, had for many years 
3 call in his heart to be converted, and whenever he 
“came to vifit, was deeply affected, but he withftood it, 
as long as he could, till our Saviour about a year ago 
proved too, ftrong for him. He then came, as a widower, | 
with his family, and our Saviour granted him the favour 
this fpring, to be wafhed in the laver of holy baptifm. 
Not long after, he married the fecond time, and on this 
occafion it was~clearly vifible what our Saviour. had 
done for his foul.. He-was a joy to us, and {pent his 
fhort time in the married-ftate in a very happy manner, 
One morning he went out in his kaiak very, early, and 
in ftriking, a feal, not, far from land, he overfet. 
recovered himfelf again, and his wife, who beheld. it, 
called fome-body. to.go to his affiftance, But before 
the perfon could. get,at him, he was overfet again, had 
crept out of his kaiak, and probably funk, as his body 
could not be found. He was otherwife very dextrous in 
recovering himfelf, and had often. overfet. But at 
prefent his rudder was broke, and, the help from the 

~ fhore'came tooilate. ‘segs pets of 

_ 4.) Aaron, a married. man, came hither in. the 
year 1755, from the north, He was the laft of our 
dear Daniel’s relations, to whom he had preached the 
gofpel. This perfon had kept back pretty long, but 
it was, as if the whole family was in a particular manner 
chofen by our Saviour. Our late brother, being of a 
rough, den unbroken difpofition, went on excef- 
five heavily in the beginning. But our Saviour wrought 
fo powerfully upon him, that he may be alledged as a 
living example of the truth of that verfe: “ Yes, 'the 
“ majeftic rays;—which~each  nail-print) difplays,— 
« can even melt a ftone.” Holy baptifm vifibly | de- 
monftrated its power. upon him, And whenever after 
; ? ‘ ae 4 that, _ 


RELATION OF New-HERRNHUTH, 1760. 325 
that, any untowardnefs occurred, he was  prefenily 
dejected in his mind, and could not be eafy till it was 
forgiven him. After partaking of the holy communion, 
he became quite another man, finnerlike, tender and 
fenfible. And. withal he had a good underftanding, 
a ferious turn of mind, and maintained a very orde:ly 


. &conomy with his wife and children. At the falmon- 


i 


fifhery he was taken with a pleurify, defired to be 
brought hither; and, while on the way, was very brifk, 
and {poke very heartily with his people of our Saviour 
and his love and attachment to him, At laft he faid: 
s¢ I believe, I fhall now go tohim;” begged his wife 
and relations not to grieve too much for him, which is 
very unbecoming baptized’ perfons, who have a 5Sa- 
viour. And juft when they were about to land, his 
foul took its flight. 

5.) Eleazar, a fingle brother, came hither a boy fix 
ears old with his mother and relations, in the year 1743. 
t was foon perceived, that the Spirit of God. was bufy 

in his heart; preparing him for eternal life. in his 
thirteenth year he was baptized, and from that time 
went on in a blefled courfe of grace. Inthe year 1753, 
he was made -partaker of the blefled fupper of the Lord, 
which was a means. of rendering his heart ftill more 
lively and feeling. And withal he was finnerlike and 
little, got more and more acquainted with his neceffitous 
ftate; and wifhed-earneftly to enter into a fill clofer 
converfe with our Saviour. He was loved and refpected 
by every one of his choir-aflociates, in whofe houfe he 
was one of the overfeers, and it was a pleafure to them 
to converfe with him of their hearts. A confumption 
rendered him unfit for outward labour, which fometimes 
troubled. him; but he was patient, and refigned to the 
will of our Saviour. The nearer his end approached, 
the more chearful he was, and it was always a joy and 
refrefhment to vifit him. Four years ago he wrote the 
following letter : ove 

«© Though I am very poor, yet does not our Saviour 

* flight me. But I am greatly afhamed,, that I ftill 
“© have fo little feeling in my heart. 1 fhould be glad to 
* be quite near our Saviour early and late, being made 


© one with him by his baly and blood. But my cale 
ae 
| is 
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<< is ftill very indifferent, though Iam fenfible of nothing — 
“‘ that interpofes betwixt me and him. When bad 
“* thoughts come into my mind, I am prefently difpofed 
to remember the bitter fufferings and death of our 
Saviour. ‘Thus all that is bad vanifhes,” &c. 
Out of a letter two yearsago. fen 
- “ “ibough my. defects are exceeding many, yet he is 
£° near tome. When lam alone, heis my companion, 
«© with whom I converfe.. He has alfo pen em ime this 
year in my fingle ftate from every bad thing,” &c.' 
‘This year he wrote: ~ if 
“ ] am a poor finner, and rejoice that I have a 
“© Saviour; or elfe I could not fubfift. I will alfo as 
““ a poor wretch conftantly cleave to him, and con- 
tinually remember him, that I may be ftrengthned © 
and prepared by him, fuppofing I fhould foon® go te 
the church above. My tabernacle is very weak, and 
itis, pofübly, the laft time that I fhall write to you, 
I fhall, very likely, fee you no more, but our Sa- 
viour knows you, and knows me too, and has made 
* us one by his death and blood. To him will I cleave, 
se till Ico tochim.” 207 | ü if 
6.) Nicodemus, a man between fixty and feventy 
years of age. His eldeft fon, who left him in the year 
1752, to live with the believers, was the occafion of 
his coming after with his family; and in the year 1754 
he was baptized. Laft fummer he fell fick of the 
ei He was foon convinced that this would be an 
occalıon of tranflating him to our Saviour; and the 
more his weaknefs of body increafed, the greater ‘was 
his defire, which, whenever he was vifited, he exprefled 
with particular heartinefs. ° “ I fet my Saviour, faid hey. 
““ continually before my heart and eyes, my confidence 
“ is only in him. The time here lafts too long. I 
** fhould be glad to be foon with him.” The day before 


his end he was in a particular manner chearful, and 
fung with a broken voice the verfe: 
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The Saviour’s blood and righteoufnefs 
My fin’yy is, my wedding-drefs, 

- Therewith, when ent’ring Heaven’s land, 
Full well fhall I before God ftand. 
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THE TWENTY-NINTH YEAR, 1761. 


$r. gar 

HE firft of Auguft this year the miffionary Boch- 
| I nifh and his wife arrived again in Greenland from 
their vifit of the church in Germany. "With them I alfo 
came over, in order, as far as it was practicable for me, 
to take a view of the country, but efpecially of the ftate 
and conftitution of the Greenland congregation, and, 
from my own knowledge and the records laid before me, 
to compile a hiftory which may be depended upon as 
juft and true. We had an exceeding hard paflage of no 
lefs than eleven weeks from Copenhagen to New-Herrn- 
huth; I fay not hard, with a view to the company in 
the fhip, for we were as civilly treated as we could de- 
fire on board the fhip Louifenburg, captain Chriftian 
“‘Jenffen Piil, with whom we failed the 17th of May; 
but I fpeak with refpeet to the many contrary winds 
and ftormy weather; at one time not far from the 
funken land. of Bus, we were fcarce able to make fix 
leagues in three weeks, and had five ftorms to encoun- 
ter, the laft of which near Statenhook was the moft 
dangerous. But, on the other fide, the many north 
and weft-winds, which detained us fo long, had cleared 
our courfe of floating ice; fo that, except fome huge 
mountains of ice, which were at fome ie we had 
all clear, and nothing to interrupt our entrance into 
Ball’s-River. But before we could’ run in, a fudden 
calm enfuing, the fhip was in the utmoft danger of 
being carried by a ftrong tide of flood, and ftranded on 
the Kookcernen rocks lying juft before us. But, when 
we were no more than a couple of gun-fhots from them, 
he, who has the fea and waves under his command, 
Br us wind fufficient to hold off from land and keep 
at fea. 

At my return, Sept. 7, 1762 a ftill more furprizing 
accident of the fame kind happened to us. As we were 
paffing into the open fea with a gentle breeze between 
the Kookcernen and the fo called Fifher-rock (the moft 
dangerous place of this entrance,) it fell fuddenly calm, 


E’4 and 
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and we were inftantly covered with a thick fog, which, 
as the inhabitants-haftening by us from the iflands,. aflu- 
red us, was feen no where but round our fhip., And in 
the fame moment, by the change of the current at the 
turn of the tide, the fhip was violently driven betwixt 
the Fifher-rock and an ifland we could not at all difcern, 
till the fog was difperfed. The fhip’s-yawl and a pilot- 
boat from the colony were immediately faftened to the 
fhip, in order to hale her out of this dangerous fituation ; 
but they could not move her off the fpot, however they 
. prevented the current from cafting her upon the hidden 
rocks: As foon as the merchant and our brethren from 
the higheft of the Kangek-iflands fpied the fhip in this 
diftrefs, they colle&ted and double-mann’d all the Green-. 
landers women-boats they could find there (for in cafe 
of need the Greenlanders lend a helping hand) haftened 
to the affiftance of the fhip, and tow’d her for ten hours 
together two leagues into a fmall occafional haven off 
Kangek, from whence we proceeded on our voyage the 
next day without any farther trouble. eopnunen | 


§ 2. | 

Now as to the congregation at'New-Herrnhuth, !* 
had looked for fome years as if it would fcarce increafe 
much further from without; for the country was pretty 
much evacuated, and the favages in a great meafure 
moved away. And though fome old acquaintance were 
continually coming to vifit from the inlet and the iflands, 
it was only for old acquaintance fake. But this year a 
great fwarm of fouthlanders again pafled by to the north, 
and fome families fixed their abode for a whole year upon 
the iflands. Thus again an opportunity offered of fettin 
forth to the perfectly ignorant heathens their God, ine 
Saviour, and making a prize of here and there a foul, 
.nay, even whole families out of them. I will put down 
a few excerpta out of the diary concerning it. 

_% The 3d and 4th of July, we were much vifited by 
« the fouthlanders. Our concern was, to find out fuch, 
«© to whofe hearts we could addrefs a word of their 
<< Creator; and fome came fometimes into the meeting. 
«¢ But they were chiefly fuch, as have lived in the Stat 
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change muft pafs upon you, And ye think, ye can 
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and now intend to go thither again, and are not eafily 
drawn from their purpofe. 
“ The 6th, we had again fouthlanders here. “They 
would not go to the meeting; but came in crowds 
into our rooms, fpoke of their fine land in the fouth, 
and endeavoured to incline us to go with them thi- 
ther; and then they would live with us, and hear us. 
On our attempting to recommend to them our Sa- 
viour and the happinefs of believers, they faid, 
they did not underftand the difeourfes of the Euro- 
peans, their ears were incapable of comprehending 
{uch ftrange words, about an immortal foul, about a 
Creator and Saviour, Juft then came in Daniel the 
Greenlander. Now, faid we, here comes a Green- 
lander, whofe words ye will underftand. We defired 
him to make the matter plain to them. He then firft 
of all examined them, how their kajaks and women’s- 
boats came into being; and they confefling, that no- 
thing could caufe its own exiftence, but muft be 
made by one that is greater, and exifted before, he 
faid, “thus ye may eafily conceive, that men alfo 
muft be made by fome one. Him we call Pingortitfirfok, 
the Creator of all things. He made man, to be his 
property, But he fell from him, and joined iflue by 
fin with. Torngarfuk, who is an extremely bad fpirit. 
But it pitied the Creator of all things, to fee man in- 
volved in ruin and eternal damnation, He himfelf 
therefore was made man, like me and you, laid down 
his life for us, and fhed his blood, in order to fet us 
free from fin and the devil. Hence it is, that we call 
him, our Creator Fe/us Chri/?, Annaurfirfok, our Saviour 
and Deliverer. Now when we believe this, and are 
wafhed in his blood from evil, we are made children 
of God; and when we die, we go to him, and re- 
main for ever with him in felicity unfpeakable. But 
that ye fay, ye know not whether ye have a foul, is 
not true. Ye wil not know it, nor care for your 
immortal foul, becaufe ye chufe ftill to act according 
to your pleafure and according to the luft of your 
flefh ; therefore it is, that ye will not hear nor under- 
ftand, nor come to the believers: for ye know that a 


then 
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“¢ then have no more fatisfaction. But yeare vaftly deceiv~ 
“ed. I had formerly no true fatisfaction ; but when I 
* believed in our Saviour, I began to be truly happy. 
«ce As often as I think on his death and blood-ihedding, 
“€ my heart is light and joyful. Hence it is alfo, that 
<< [am no more afraid of death like you; for I know 

_ < that I go to my Lover, with whom I am even here fo 
“ happy, though I do not yet fee him.” 


This difeourfe, which in the prefence of the merchants, 
flowed with an uncommon freedom, like a fountain, from 
the Greenlander’s mouth and heart, ftruck the heathens 
very much, and vifibly threw them into great agitation 

-of mind. Perhaps it might be afcribed to this difcourfe, 
that foon after a widow with her two daughters offered 
themfelves to ftay here; and in a couple of weeks two 
families brought their capelins into the ftore-houfe, as a 
token, that they intended to live here. On the other 
hand, a young man, who has been much acquainted 
with us thefe nine years, not without impreffions, and 
of whofe converfion fome time or ether we had conceiv- 
ed hopes, he during his abfence for two years in the 
fouth, had taken four wives, and did not at all like to 
come nigh us. ; 


A confiderable number Pike wandring fouthlanders 
took up their abode in Kangek and Kookoernen ; which 
gave the brethren fo much the greater joy and hope, as 
this their chapel of eafe, or outer-court, out of which 
they had gained the moft fouls for our Saviour, had now 
ftood pretty empty for near feven years. Some came alfo 
from time to time to vifit, and it was perceptible, that 
they were more and more willing to hear, Some ftayed 
outright, and we inherited the reli@ts of others. Thus in 
autumn a dead man was brought from Kookcernen, who 
had defired to be buried near the believers, becaufe he 
had intended to live there himfelf and be converted. 
His two wives alfo came with their children at the fame 
time. He had ordered the-concubine to ftay with the 
“brethren; but had advifed the right wife to go to her 
friends in Kariak. But when the latter faw, that our 
‘Greenlanders were folicitous to provide alfo for her and 

. | her 
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her fon, fhe chofe to ftay here *. On the other hand, 
a widow, who had taken refuge in her diftrefs to the 
baptized, in order to get a fubfiftence through the win- 
ter, was difmifled becaufe fhe had privately fent off her 
fon, who was ina hopeful way, with fome viliting fa- 
vages, fearing left he fhould be baptized, and fhe pre- 
vented thereby in her heathenifh views. 

Our Greenland-helpers, being defirous to make, at 
leaft, fome of the new neighbours in. the iflands partakers 
of their happinefs, were very bufy with them, vifiting 
them frequently and fpeaking to their hearts. Upon 
hearing, that an old man was dead in Kookoernen, 
whofe’ children had often difcovered a defire to come to 


_ us, a couple of them went thither to know their minds. 


And as they were ftill very undetermined, becaufe the 
Greenlanders chufe to remain a full year on the fpot 
where any of their relatives die, to bewail them, except 
fome infectious diftemper prevails there; our Daniel 
reafoned them out of this heathenifh and fuperftitious 
cuftom ; and they brought this family, confifting of fix 
perfons, along with them; and it was evident, that the 
Spirit of God had already begun a good work in their 
fouls. ; Be his Daf 

§ 4. 


_ Now the miffionaries found it worth the while to go 
to the iflands again, as there were people that they had 
hopes of being a blefling to. During the fummer they 
had got acquainted with them, and on every occafion 
had fcattered fome feed. In December, John Soerenfen 
went with fome Greenlanders to Kangek, found good 
entrance, and our Daniel helped him faithfully in 
making known to his country-men the happinefs which 
is to be had with our Saviour. Several of the heathen 
were powerfully moved, and among the reft a fingle 
man, whofe name was Kigutikak, who refolved, as foon 
as his kajak was finifhed, to come to us. “This man 
having his feet frozen, had them cut off; he now creeps 


* Although a Greenlander has an inclination to live in a place, yet he 
waits till fomebody preffes him. For it is feldom their way, to folicit for 
a thing. Therefore it is ufual for the head of a family defirous to ftay 
there, to fay to the miffionary: ‘‘ Such or fuch a Greenlander has told me 
6 to ftay here, but I don’t know you yet,” that is, I don’t know, whether 
you will giveme leave, . 

: along 


332 HISTORY OF GREENLAND. 'B.IX. 
along upon his knees, but can get in and out of his ka- 
jak without affiftance, and gain fufficient for, a good 
maintenance, nay, goes better cloathed than many-able- 
bodied. Greenlanders. They brought four women, with - 
them, who intended to ftay 4 few days here, ‚in order to 
hear more of our Saviour. A little before’ Chriftmas; 
the father of one of them came, with his two brothers, 
to fetch -his daughter, back again. She earneftly. intreated 
him to let her ftay here, becaufe fhe was defirous to be- 
lieve on our Saviour. But when fhe faw, it wasall to 
no purpofe, and that he would take her away by force; 
fhe ran into the meéting-hall, and implored our pro- 
tection. The father and his brothers were called, to hers 
He took: all poffible pains to perfuade her to go with,him, 
_afluring het, fhe fhould only ftay with him over) the win- 
ter, and in the {pring he himfelf would move hither and 
be converted. Which was confirmed by his two brothers; 
who promifed her fine new cloaths and the like. But no- 
thing was to be done with her, fhe wept, made them noan- 
{wer, and as they were going to lay hold of her, in order to 
carry her away, fhe fell a fhrieking and trembling, in fuch 
a manner as to movethe compaflion of alk around herex- 
ceedingly. At length fhe was afked, ‘‘ if any of our people 
“ had perfuaded her to come hither, or to ftay here?” And 
having anfwered in the negative to- both thefe queftiens ; — 
it was faid to her: “ Why then wilt’ thou not go with 
‘© thy father?” She faid, ° Becaufe I want to be con- 
“¢ verted.” Now, faid we to them, ye fee, that we do 
not draw: away your relations from you to us; and they 
may return, whenever they pleafe; but ye muff not re- . 
quire us to force them away, or perfuade them to be 
sone, when they are defirous to be our Saviour’s. But 
now, what if ye yourfelves were to ftay, and follow her 
example ?. Ye would not repent of it. The father, after 
fome conlideration, faid: ‘‘ If my daughter ftays, I will 
<¢ ftay too.” But his two brothers, who alfo are not 
without fome impreffions, faid: ‘¢ We will firft go to 
« the north to our eldeft brother, and at our return, 
<¢ we will live here too.” The father then fent them to 
Kangek to fetch his things, and his fon. But the daugh- 
ter went out of the way, till they were gone, left they 
fhould carry her off with them by furprize,.. One of 
~ thefe 
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© CRevaTion oF NEW-HERRNEUTE, (768. 1333 
thefe people conftantly attended the meetings at Chrift- 
mas, ©“ His heart,” it. is faid, in the diary, ‘¢ is appar 
“ rently im great perplexity and, uneafinefs,” , When 
he is afked.: What he thinks of the doctrine. of our Sa- 
viour ? he is: well pleafed with every thing, but he does 
not yet know, what to.chufe, . Afterwards.more people 
coming from Kangek, he faid..to. one of them:,.‘“ Had 
* you yefterday” ‚(the day after, Chriftmas-day) ** been 
« here, you would, have heard and feen fomething! but 
<< there. is preaching again, to-day, won't you go and 
«< hear: too?” The. other replied : -““ J am; only: afraid, 
<* it will) make me fick,” that is, unealye;, However, 
they both came and liftened attentively. pis, 

I. 


% Some few times people alfo. came on a vifit from. the 


za 


baptized, jogged him, jaying> “ Thou .fayefb, » thou 
S<. knowelt not what; thou art yet ignorant, ‚what con- 
<< yerfion means; it, fignifies, to yield up the heart 
« wholly to our Saviour, with every evil inclination.” 

. Now’ as.this. boy was-poflefled of a peculiar vivacity, 
far above the ftandard of the Greenlanders, I took more 


~ ftri& notice of his deportment, and made the obferva~ 


tion from: him, how. little dependence is, to be placed 
upon the, good-will and aflent of the Greenlanders, as 
foon as: a true fubverfion of the ground and bottom of 
the heart, according to Luther’s defcription, of faithy ıs 
’ te 
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to take place; and how little external circumftanees 
among the Greenlanders hinder or promote the work 
of converfion. For though this boy was a poor orphan, 
and was here with a wealthy mafter without children, 
and his prefumptive heir, yet his uneafinefs of mind 
would have prompted him to repair to the heathen again, 
as foon as his corruption manifefted itfelf, and he faw 
no other way of efcaping the claim our Saviour laid te 
his heart; though at laft he was obedient to it. "We 
may alfo fee from hence, what the fo called ‘penitential 
conflict is? in whom, and from what caufes it fprings? 
and how the fimple following of the rule, AG fon, give 
me thy heart, makes a fpeedy and joyful end of that con- 
teft of the creature with its Creator. | 
Again, it may be feen from this inftance, how the 
Greenlanders, that have true life in their hearts, endea- 
vour, according to their own experience, to 'infinuate 
juft conceptions of converfion into the minds of the ig- . 
norant and unexperienced, making ufe of every oppor-. 
tunity for that purpofe. "Thusa widow from the north 
fpoke to the often-mentioned Chriftina, who was’ bap+ 
tized in the north: “ It is indeed an exceeding happy 
<< thing for thee, that thou goeft to all the meetings of 
<< the faithful, and I fee plainly, that thy heart at all 
“ times reaps fome good from it. “The reafon of 
which is, no doubt, that thou art not fo bad as I 
“Sam.” “ No,” anfwered fhe, *“ that is not the rea+ 
<* fon; our Saviour has not chofen me, becaufe I ami 
““ good, but becaufe I am a wretched, poor: and cor 
rupted finner. He receives none but ‘poor finners, 
*“ who cannot be fatisfied without him; juft fuch he 
se feleéts out of all. Thou art not too bad for him, 
° but perhaps efteemeft thyfelf better than thou art; 
therefore it is, that thou canft not yet truly rejoice in 
<¢ thy Saviour.” : 
Once fome Greenlanders were with an Europeam 
brother, and faw him polifhing a new-caft pewter-fpoon. 
‘This put the often-mentioned Daniel in mind of the 
circumcifion of the heart, according to Col. ii. 11. and 
he faid to the reft: ** Now I can well conceive, how 
«< our Saviour acts in the circumcifion of our hearts, and 
<< how he proceeds even to the end with our purification, 
6 when 
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when we furrender up our hearts unto him. He muft 
firft cut away all the coarfe ftuff that is good for 
“ nought, and yet he finds afterwards fo much ftill to 
<< rub off... This caufes him much trouble, .and gives 
“tus pain too; but behold, juft as the brother pours 
“¢ on the burnifhing-water, to do it the eafier, and te 
« make the fpoon the fmoother and brighter, fo our 
Saviour: pours his blood upon us, makes our purifi- 
** cation agreeable, and, nevet ceafes his work, till we 
“€ are pleafıng to him.” — 4 

| § 6. 

The fame Greenlander once fpoke in the morning- 
- meeting, “‘ of the body and blood of our Saviour being 
“ the only means of making and keeping our hearts 
< found and well. As fenfible people,” faid he, “* take. 
“€ good..care to preferve.their bodies from harm, fo 
€ ought we to take care of our fouls. But fince we 
<< have,no. power nor underftanding to do this of our- 
“ felves, we need only attend to the maternal voice of 
© the Holy Spirit, who certainly reveals to us all dan- 
<< cer and ficknefs at, the, right time, and fhews us, 
<* where our help. lies.” 

Another ‘time he. fpoke excellently of our Saviour’s 
paffion both on the, mount. of Olives and on the crofs, 
as he there bore our. ficknefs, and provided a perfect 
remedy.for it by his wounds. Then he made a com- 
parifon, of bodily ficknefles: “* A perfon may be fick, 
“€ and not know it, or at leaft not heed it rightly: 
« which is the moft dangerous thing. As foon as a 
_  perfon feels his ficknefs, he longs for medicine; and 
« when he has taken it, it often caufes great pain at 
< firft, but this is a fign of a good operation, and fpee- 
« dy recovery.” He made a beautiful application of 
this to man’s fpiritual ficknefs, and to the cure, which 
the Holy Ghoft -direéts us to, and applies, in the fuf- 
ferings of Jefus in foul and body, both on the mount 
of Olives and on the crofs. 

When the greateft part of the baptized returned from 
the iflands, and were intending to fet out for the Sound, 
he faid in a difcourfe to them among other things: 
© When we are among the favages, we hear nothing of 
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se our Saviour and his merits, but of earthly’ things, 
«© which our hearts receive no nourifhment from. 
se Hence it may eafily happen, that we grow’ dry;"tri- 
s< fling, and deceitful. But we know, though we have 
s no teachers with us toinftruct us, yet we have the Ho- 
“ Jy Spirit every where, whofe delight it isto put us in 
se mind of our Saviour. But for this an’ obedient 
“s heart, and liftening ear is required. And if this is 
6 wanting, even our teachers can be of no great‘ benefit 
“ to us.. Ye well know, that formerly it’ was: but of 
<< little advantage to us, though our teachers vifited us 
<< or we them ever fo often; we being then fuch bad 
<< people, and deftitute of all feeling in our hearts. 
«e But fince we are made fenfible ‘of his death and paf- 
<c fion in our hearts, the cafe’ is quite altered’; at‘leaft 
*¢ I can fay, whatever I am about, I have him near to 
<< my heart, which makes ‚me conftantly happy. But 
<< ] know, that many among us are ftill liable’ to fwerve 
“ from their hearts, and to fall into fomething or other 
«© of painful confequence to them. But I intreat you, 
* sive heed to the direst way, which the-Holy Spirit 
* {hews you to the wounds of our Saviour; and when- 
“© ever ye are fenfible, that it is not well with you, ge 
“ directly to him, who has bought’ us with his blood, 
“© and befeech him to draw quite near your hearts again: 
“And when ye come among the favages, beware of 
“< fuffering damage in your fouls. While they 'talk'to- 
“ gether of unprofitable things, do ye think‘ on’ Jefus 
< the crucified. Muft ye fpeak with them, let your 
“ chief topick be, what our Saviour has done, and 
“ daily does for your fouls. Now I wifh, we all may 
* Jook conftantly unto him, how he was nailed for us 
* on the crofs, until we go to him.” ; | 


| $7 | 

“ This was’ the firft difcourfe I heard delivered by a 
Greenlander. I could not but admire the parrhefy and 
azreeable manner in which he fpoke, and had the dif 
<ourfe direily put into German. It would’ be too'te- 
dious to give fuch a large recital of every. difcourfe; but 
yet it will be acceptable to many, to read the chief con- 
tents of a few fuch difcourfes, and to fee, pe; the 
reen- 
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Greenlanders grow in the living knowledge of Chritt. 
Thus {poke | | 


"D.“ Our beft and greateft thing is the blood of dub. 


-S* Saviour. If we pay no regard to that, we are no 
“ better than brutes. His precious blood renders us 


s precious.—We need only look back, how we 


© thought and acted, before we had any acquaintance 
« with our Saviour. We are now afhamed,' that we 
« were fo wicked, and yet we could act no better. 
«* Therefore let us highly efteem the grace, which fe- 
«© Jeéted us from among the heathen, brought us to our 
«© Sayiour and his wounds, and made other men of us.” | 


I. “ AsI am very poor, I have not much to fayto. 


“ you. But this I know and feel: If we lofe fight of 


« our Saviour, and do not continually fet before us the 
« wounds in his hands and feet, we cannot be happy.— | 


« Alas! if our Saviour had not died for us and fhed his 
* blood, we fhould not be a congregation, fhould have 
© no teachers, but fhould wander about like the beafts. 
«© But he has brought us together by his death, and now 
' we can daily hear the fweet words of his fufferings, 
“ and withal be happy and chearful in our hearts.” 

7. begun his difcourfe thus: | 

« My brethren, I am to fpeak to you, and I myfelf 
« have a poor heart, and feel my deficiency on every 
«© fide: but I cleave daily to the Lamb and his wounds, 
*© and confefs my wretchednefs to him, and he does not 
<¢ fail to blefs and comfort me. Therefore I hold faft 
“€ to him, with the fame willing mind, as a child does 
€ to its mother.” . He then interrogated the hearers a 


little, how they were, when they heard the fweet words _ 


of Jefus’s blood and death ? | 
d. {poke in the morsing-meeting, in which were 
-‘fome ftrangers, of the death and infenfibility of man’s 


heart, till our Saviour quickens it and gives it a fen- 


fation. * For,” faid he, “ by his death he has acquired 


 “ Jife for all men. No one is able by his own good 


“ thinking oracting, to contribute the leaft thing to it; 
€ and one man has it not.in his power to debar another 


<< of it, if he himfelf is concerned to attain it; but a man © 


“© may hinder himfelf from attaining it, by his own un- 
Vor. II. Sy “ willing- 
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«c willingnefs, and conftant turning afide from our Sa- 
«€ yjour who is in purfuit after our fouls.” Ei 

B. {poke of our Maker’s love in becoming a man for 
us, in fubmitting to the infliction of fo many weunds 
on himfelf, and redeeming us by his death. ** Becaufe 
“€ we are ruined in foul and body,” were his words, 
“€ he was obliged to fuffer in foul and body. Becaufe 
 « all’ our members were depraved by fin, he condef- 
«€ cended to have all his members wounded, that we 
< might no more ufe our members unto fin, but to his 
‘© slory.” | | 

Another time he began thus: “ Our word for this 
« day, which ye heard in the morning-fervice, recurs. 
“€ to my mind: He doth wonderoufly, and we look on. Judg. 
“© xiii. 19. When we look back and rightly confider, 
“6 who we are, and what a plight we were in many ~ 
«© years ago, and then turn our thoughts upon our pre- 
“ {ent condition, that the moft of us are now not only 
€ baptized with his blood, but many of us even made 
se partakers of his body and blood, and that we all en- 
< joy fo much grace every day; then indeed we muft 
“€ ‘needs own, that he has done wonderoufly with us. 
et Which is caufe both of abafement, and joy tous. In 
se particular it is caufe of joy, that we have our Saviour 
« fonigh to us. Yescertainly, he is nearer to us than ~ 
‘€ our cloaths to our backs. It is true, we do not fee 
« him with thefe our bodily eyes; but the new man, - 
« which he has created in us, has fuch eyes, as to be 
« able to fee him, and have him truly and fenfibly near 
‘€ every day in his fuffering form.” ra 


§ 8. 


But, as every one may eafıly fuppofe that the help- 
ers are {elect people, in order to give fome idea of the 
whole body, I will now recite, what ftate this was found 
in at the time of their entering upon their winter-recefs 
and prefently after. Of this it is faid: “ It is true, we 
<< found fome caufe of grief here and there, and at that 
<< time eight perfons were obliged to forego the fupper 
© of the Lord; but in the whole, we could net render 
«< fufficient thanks to our Saviour for the grace and pre- 
«< feryation he had, this fummer alfo, conferred upon 

“ Our 
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“¢ our people; infomuch that our comfort in them out- 
«€ weighed our anxiety.” Some weeks after, it is faid: 
« At our ‚fpeaking with the baptized, we this time ob« 
“© ferved a bleffed work of the Lord upon their hearts, 
Many fpoke in a very feeling manner and with tears, 


4 of the fituation of their hearts. One faid, that his 


<< heart was formerly like a large full veflel; but now 
« our Saviour had emptied it fo entirely, that not the 
“¢ Jeaft felf-conceit was left in it. Heis now very happy 
« and the defire of his foul is after him, who redeemed 
“ him with his blood. In the evening we had the 
<< bleffed enjoyment of the body and blood of Chritt. 
« The number of the communicants were one hundred 
<< fixty-two. Only one perfon was wanting at this 
“© time.” 

This brings to my thoughts the careful and exact me- 
thod the brethren obferve in treating the communicants, 
Herein they have regard not fo much tothe orderly walk, 
(for if nothing more was requifite than this, they might 
admit many more of the baptized,) as efpecially to their 
hungering and thirfting after righteoufnels, and to their 
having obtained a living fpirit from God, which muft 
receive its conftant nourifhment from the bread of life. 
But neverthelefs, when any one does not walk orderly, 
or even does not abftain from all appearance of evil, he 
is not fuffered to approach, till he learns to walk in the 
light, and to act with more circumfpection. Among 
the eight above-mentioned, that were excluded, were 
fome, accufed of things of a carnal nature, which was-af- 
terwards found to be without foundation, Others by 
an incautious walk, had given occafion of offence to the 
heathen, who have a watchful and ftrict eye upon the 
believers. An aged perfon had fpread fome groundlefs 
offenfive ftories upon hearfay of another woman among 
her relations, inftead of firft acquainting their teachers 
of it. Now as this did not proceed from ignorance and. 
imprudence, but from a pharifaical judging-fpirit, which 


takes a pleafure in reproaching others, in order to hide 


its own nakednefs, they could do no otherwife than give 
her time to become duly acquainted with herfelf, and 
her own heart. ! 


Y2 On 
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On the other hand, it affected me not a little, to hear 
an old fimple man, who was grown grey in heathenifm, 
‘give a folid and feeling interpretation of the Lord’s- 
fupper, from whence | concluded that even fuch old 
people, when they have a heart, are not incapable of 
forming and maintaining there a fimple and juft con- 
c*ption of myfteries, that- by their nature cannot be 
known nor cnjoyed without true life in the heart. 
This man had never feen nor heard any thing of the 
‚ pedilavium, having not been prefent at the ufual inftruc- 
tion ofthofe that had been confirmed and admitted to 
the Lord’s-fupper fince Eafter; when this matter was 
treated of*. Now having been this autumn the firft 
time at this at, fome days after, he faid to one of the 
European affiftants: “‘ Pray, what kind of act was that - 
“before the Lord’s-fupper? I never knew any thing 
es like it.” Well, afked the brother, how was it with 
you then? “* Why faid he, I did not know, what it 
<< {hould mean; but my thoughts were, our Saviour has 
** certainly ordained this likewife: and when my feet 
« were wafhed, I was fo afhamed, that I was ready to 
‘© fall from my feat, but my heart was drawn away 
“© to our Saviour and very happy. I thought it muft 
«€ certainly fignify, that our Saviour will wafh me with 
‘© his blood. And it was to me, as if he wafhed me 
‘ himfelf+. [thought much ofit all night ; and it is ftill 
© comfortable to me to think of it.” | 


$ 9. bau | 

Tt is faid of the laft congregation-day of this year : 

«© Weheard an agreeable echo of this day in the helpers- 
£* band, Some of the unbaptized had received:a parti-, 
‘© cular impreffion from the fermon, others from the 
** accounts of other heathen-congregations, and others 
‘ apain from the prayer. An unbaptized man, who 
““ moved hither chiefly to do a pleafure to his wife and 
“children, came unwittingly into the meeting of the 
“ baptized, and had been touched fo deeply, that he 


* * Tt will be recolle@ted, (as already often mentioned) that the brethren 
in Greenland do not explain a mystery to the baptized, before they are 
capable of enjoying and experiencing it. j 
+“ As if the Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf afted with us;” as the words 

are in Luther § catechifm, in the article of the office of the keys, 
© was 
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was now fully determined to live with us, and be our 
Saviour’s. Some girls had examined each other on 
the particulars they had heard at the catechifation, 
when their eyes were obferved to be full of tears, 
Another time fome little girls were found fitting in a 
houfe with their books in their hands finging, which 
touched fome ftrange Greenlanders, that accıdentall 

came there, in fuch a manner, that they ftood liften- 


‚ing for hours with emotion, and two of .thefe people 


came to a .refolution to {tay here. We were in- 
formed, that the head of a family often interrogated his . 
people about what they had heard in the meeting, 
and how they underftood it. 

“ As to the new inhabitants, we were acquainted 
that a woman juft come from among the favages, 
told a’Greenland fifter that fhe always prayed morn- 
ing and evening, and gave thanks at meals to the 


‚Maker of all things; for thus, fhe had heard, the 


believers did. It made a great impreffion upon her, to 


‚hear once, that God is among us. This gives her a 


high veneration for the faithful. ) 


.“ Once, in treating the word of the day: The inhabitants 


of this land have heard, that thou, Lord, art among this 
people, that thou Lord, art feen face to face, Numb. 
XiV. 14. a great emotion was perceptible among the 
auditors. We were afterwards informed by the 


helpers, that, they had difcovered in feveral, both of 


our new people, and of thofe heathens that came on 
a vifit, a particular defire after our Saviour, and the 
fellowfhip of the faithful, Some of them are con- 
tinually {peaking of baptifm, nay many dream of it. 
At prefent a bleiled fpirit of grace rules amongft us, 
though in a foft and gentle, yet obfervable and fenfible 
manner.” | 


§ 10, 


Such was the appearance towards the end of the year. 


At tie entrance of it were a couple of pleating inftances 
of {inners grown old in heatheni{m, who were delivered 


£6 
sc 


-. at the laft hour. Their account of it is as follows: 


On the 23d of Januaryin the morning an old fick 
widow fent to us twice, begging inftanily to be bap- 
| > (Ee “ tized, 
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« tized, adding withall, that indeed fhe was unworthy, - 
' € but would gladly be faved. She came hither two 
“¢ years ago with her late fon Clemens and two daughters, 
¢< both of whom are now baptized. But fhe had no 
‚<< mind to be converted, and ufed to fay, we fhould only 
<< inftruct and baptize her children; that fhe herfelf was 
& now too old, and fhould poffibly never believe. But 
€ falling fick two monihs ago, and perceiving that her 
© ftay in this world could not be much longer, it was 
© a trouble to her, that fhe did not know, what would 
€ become of her. She then began to long after baptifm, 
€ but was afraid to apply for it, left, as the had flighted _ 
« it folong, fhe might be refufed. At laft fhe fent and. 
“¢ petitioned for it, and her prayer was heard. Some 
« days after, our Saviour took her foul to himfelf. , 
« An old fick widow, baptized the 6th of January, 
rejoiced greatly at the profpect of her releafe, which 
followed January 24. She {pent her laft hours with 
particular joy in the confideration of her bleeding Sa- 
viour and reconciler. Some widows fung, in her 
prefence, many verfes, which adminiftered great joy 
to her, and when fhe loft her fpeech, fhe continually, 
like the little children, pointed to her hands, as an 
indication of her attachment to the wounds of Jefus. 

The helper among the widows knew not how to 
exprefs her joy on this occafion, nor, in general, on — 
6 account of the blefled progreis of grace in her 
ce" hours, * | 5 
At the conclufion of the year, it was found, that 
twenty-five fouls, among whom were fifteen children, 
were added to the congregation, and thirty one were 
come from among the heathen. Befides the above- 
mentioned two widows, fourteen perfons were departed 
this life. No body was this year loft in the fea. But 
then Jonas a boy of three years, Johanan’s fon, a child 
of a lively and fweet temper, who had given much 
pleafure to its parents and the miffionaries by its finging, 
loft its life under a great cake of ice driven on fhore, 
behind which fome Greenlanders had feated themfelves, 
to bafk in the fun. But the reft were gone away juft be- 
fore ; and while the mother was gone to fetch this child 
a draught 
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a draught of water, the heat of the fun broke off a large 
piece, which crufhed the child to death. 


§ 11. 


Our brethren’s labour now grew more and more 


~troublefome, as they were obliged to go between twelve 


and eighteen miles to cut turf in the iflands, and above 


‘twenty four miles to gather up wood on the outermoft 


coafts of the fea. This autumn thefe dangerous avoca- 


"tions had like to have coft two of our European brethren 


their lives, viz. John Soerenfen and Henry Huekel; for 
the firft in bringing the boat to land in a high wind and 
fea, caft the boat-hook fhort of the rock, and tumbled 
headlong out of the boat fome fathom deep into the 
water; the other, in his hurry to help him out, flid 
down the flippery rock into the fea likewife. The laft 
got up upon the rock again, and the former got hold of 
the keel of the boat underneath, and thus helped himfelf 
up, and was drawn by a Greenland woman into the boat 
again. ‘They were obliged to continue the whole night 
in their wet cloaths without fire, under nothing but 


“a fail-cloth, and we thanked God, who had given them 


to us anew. 


§ 12, 

Neither did the brethren in Lichtenfels want work this 
year, having a large dwelling-houfe and hall for the con- 
gregation to erect. But before I enter into the particu 
Jars hereof, I will give fome recital of the fpreading of 
the gofpel among the heathen. ‘The brethren, for the 
prefent, had it not in their power, by expreis vifiting to 
contribute much thereto, and were obliged to rely chiefly 
on the iflue of the heathens vifits tothem. For the 
people on the eaft-fide of the ifland were either come to 
them, or moved elfewhere, and as to thofe, who lived 
ftill near to them, they were ina meafure cloyed and 
turned back again into their heathenifh courfe, not- 
withftanding their former continual pretences, that they 
would be firft and readieft converted, when the brethren 
fhould fettle in their parts; fo that what our Saviour’ 
fays of the kingdom of heaven: ‘* The firft fhall be laft, 
and the laft firft,” was properly applicable to them. 

oe ae How- 
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However, that which feemed to-be fown in fome-with- _ 
Out fruit, was not,jaltogether in vain., A fparkıhad ~ 


found its way into the heart of one here and’ there, 
which, weak as it was, fhene'in darknefs, and gave rife 
to reflection. . ‘Thus the defire difeöveted.by the above- 
„mentioned Makkigak, juft before his: death, after our 
Saviour, ‚and: the fellowfhip of -the faithful (with whom 
he likewife defired to be buried) »had touched; many 


heathen in Innukfuk in fuch. a.mahner,. as to. induce ~ 
; ‘ > 


them to make more,frequent vifits, „and lend a more riet 
-ear to the gofpel, | not. without Blefing. . Inca converfa- 
tion held with fome; who had been very attentive at the 
jermon, tears ftood.in their eyes, and one of them faid: 


“* It would.not.be in his.-power’ toi ftay away from.us ~ 


“much longer,,ias, he faw plainly,..that it was not 
‚.“* enough to hear)of our Saviour now ‚and then, butlit 
.‘* was better to, hear. of him every „day, and ‚to: fee, how 


‘* happy people,may be with him.” On the contrary, 


though others difcovered fymptoms.of {trong convidtions, 
yet they had various, excufes in readinefs to ward off. the 
total furrender) of, the heart. . A fingle’' man, who: had 
been before many. years about: Europeans, went ‘away 


again, becauf 


fe he was not willing to accommodate him- 


felf again to the Greenland diet and hard way of living, 
and could have no expectation of the meat that perifheth 
from his teachers. A vifitant being 'afked, what. he 
thought of that which had been read (it was Fobn xviiz) 
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aniwered 2% Dlikeit very well, but. I cannot now be 


converted, fond have many! relations in the fouth, 
whom [ think much of. [have indeed fent them an 
invitauon to come b'ther; and if. they comply with it, 
I will come to yowand be converted. - But if they do 
not come, as Ihave fuch a defire to fee them, I muft 
go to theme „And therefore I will promife nothing, 
that I do not afluredly intend to perform.” Another 


~alledged his afual plea, that he did not underftand! the 
„I 


ethod of catching feals here; «if he was older, and his 


dons big enough to, provide their own maintenance, he 
‘would come... However it was agreeable to him, that 
one of his daughters lived with us and was baptized. 
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‘But, faid he, “* I myfelf am a poor man*, that I know, 
<< as Hannefe, [Beck] has often told me.” 


Be Ne § 12. | 
= Such vifits were alfo made from other places, efpecially 
‚from Kellingeit. And our Greenlanders too,’ while 
employed in providing the neceflaries of life, did not fail 
to invite the heathen to the kingdom of God. Of fome 
jt is faid : “ they came home very well pleafed, becaufe 
“te they had found an, opportunity of delivering a free 
„#6 ‘teftimony of our Saviour.” One man faid to them: 
© ‘Thefe my people would be glad to hear a little of our 
<< Saviour. All the people prefently aflembled, and out 
“<< of the other houfes too, and our helper 4. held a dif- 
<6 courfe to them of the love of our Creator to his fallen 
« human creature, which engaged him to. become man’ 
_  himfelf; of his walk upon this earth, and of the 
<6 miracles which he did; but efpecially of his fuffering 
‘<< and dying for all men, They ail liftened with eager 
“attention. Moreover our people fpoke feparately 
“ with many of them, and found, that feveral have a 
«true defire to be acquainted with our Saviour; but it 
“ commonly happens, that man and wife.are not of one 
€ mind, and therefore for the prefent, one prevents the 
«© other from coming nearer.” | 
One time fome Greenland fifters went to the factory to 
-yvifit a few women, who.did not go to the dance with 
the reft, and had often defired to be vifited. An ‚old 
fick woman, lamenting her fear of death, received for 
anfwer: “ Thou mayeft well be afraid, becaufe thou 
© knoweft not what will become of thee after death. 
“ We were afraid too, before we knew our Saviour. . 
<< But fince we believe on him, and he has delivered us 
<<, from the fear of death, and we know that after death 
«© we fhall be ever with him, our dread is vanifhed.” 
« Ah!” faid the woman, “ ye are happy people,” and 
-defired them to tell her more good things. 


%* Ajorpunga, “1 am good for nothing,” which is as ambiguous with the 
“Greenlanders, as the common faying: “ Weare all poor finners,” and may as 
well import an excufe for being no better, as a penitent confeflion of one’s 
wretched condition. 
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2 § 14. 
_ Again another opportunity offered, to caft the hook 
of the gofpel into the hearts of fome quite raw fouth- 
landers in their tour to the north, in hopes of one time 
or other having the beft draught of fifhes from thence, 
after the radiate of New-Herrnhuth. The following is 
found here and there remarked of their vifit: ‘* June 22, 
& came feveral fouthlanders to vifit their acquaintance 
“« and kinsfolk, | u | 
~s "The 26th came eight, and the 27th two. boats full 
‘eof fouthlanders, and pitched their tents by us. “Bue 
“€ not many. came to the meeting, and fome women 
« being in the tent, where the meeting is kept, ran out 
«© ina hurry. I got into converfation with fome men 
se of their eternal falvation, and the reafon of our being 
mai oo | = 
_¢ The 29th we were much vifited by the fouthlanders, 
«© but they are in general exceeding favage, very fenielefs 
“¢ to all that is good, and fice-the occafion of hearing of 
«© our Saviour, as they would fire. Yet fome were a 
«¢ Jittle. attentive, but the young folks are exceeding 
ec diffolute. In the evening fome went to the factory, 
«© with an intent to have a dancing and finging-match 
<< with the heathen of thefe parts, that were difpofed to _ 
ce enter the lifts with them. The reft fet forward the » 
“ next day to the north. But another family of fouth- | 
«© Janders, relations of Auguftus, came hither, under. 
«© great concern about their daughter, whom a man that 
«c has already two wives, will take by force, and 
< threatens to be the death of her father, if he refufes ~ 
« her. Our Greenland fifters concealed her from: her 
“€ purfuer, who came in the night in queft of her, but 
€ not finding her with her parents, went off again before 
«© we were up. This girl would gladly ftay with us, 
« and the father too; but the mother and her eldeft fon 
& were averfe toit. And a Greenland brother accofting 
« the fon on this head, he fell into a rage, which made 
se the old woman threaten to repay the brother for his 
x ofhcioufnefs. And, the fon’s wife foon after getting 
« a bad boil on her finger, we had enough to do, to 
sc perfuade them out of the notion of her being 


& bewitched, 
y (74 u 
a J { 
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« July 4, fome Southlanders told us, that laft 
“ year two women’s-boats came to them from the 
«< eaft-fide, in order to exchange pelts, for knives, nee- 
‘se dies, and other iron-ware. They were very tall peo- 
« ple, and when they talked with each other, they 
«© could not underftand their language *. One of thefe 
*¢ fouthlanders had been once in NEN and 
<< was not without fome knowledge. And I gave them 
‚se ftill farther information of the creation, the fall, and 
«€ redemption of man, and the miniftry of reconciliation, 
« ] never faw fuch obfervant fouthlanders as thefe. 
« One of them accompanied every thing with devout 
~ «€ oeftures; when, for inftance, I fpoke of the wounds 

<< of our Savieur, in his hands, feet and fide, he always. 

«© pointed with his finger to the place. He further de- 

« clared, that he and his wife fhould like to ftay here, 

‘¢ but he could not get free from the reft, as he himfelf 

s* had no boat, and therefore was not his own matter.” 


§ 15. 

The preaching of the gofpel, and the frequent vifits 
_ of the heathen had ‘been of fo much benefit this year, 
that the inhabitants of Lichtenfels were increafed with 
__ thirty-one perfons in number, and thirty-four fouls of 
the laft year’s catechumens received holy baptifm. “The 
congregation growing in this unhoped-for and hafty 
manner, the brethren ardently wifhed for more affiftants ; 
yet if this had been the cafe, they had at prefent no con- 
 Yenient room for them. For as to their Greenland- 
-  houfe, it was not only too fmall, but in a very ruinous 
condition ; a piece of the wall fell down twice, and the 
hungry ravens had pitked the feal-fkins which covered 
the roof fo full of holes, that it every where rained 
through; befides that, in winter, it was often fo covered 
with drift-fnow, that one might walk over the top of it. 
_ And they were as much at a ftand with regard to their 
meetings. In winter indeed they could keep them in the 
 biggeft Greenland houfe; but when the Greenlanders 
dwelt in tents, fcarce the fixth part could aflemble at 
once in a tent; neither would the weather often permit 
them to preach without-doors. Now though a houfe 

* More of this has been mentioned above, B, IV, & 11. 
had 
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had been promifed them laft year; yet they could. not 
help doubting for feveral reafons of its ceming to hand — 
this year. In this ftate of uncertainty therefore they | 
were difpofed to repair their old houfe, though exceed- 

ingly gone to decay. But while they were bufy about — 
it, they received the joyful news, the 8th of July, that 
the fhip was arrived at. Frederic’s-hope with a houfe on 
board for them. 


16. ten) 
| Great was their joy ; 4 now as great was their care 
‚and embarraflment, how they fhould be able to eredt 
fuch a large houfe fo late: in the fummer, as there were 
‘but three people for the purpofe, and one of them la- 
boured under an indifpofition, which forbad the leaft 
hard exercife. Befides, they were net able to, make the » 
leaft preparation for building, as they were obliged to 
wait for the refolution of their fcruples concerning the 
fitnefs of the prefent place, as well as the ground-plot 
of the houfe, which the captain did not choofe to truft 
in the Greenland meflage-boats. But on their receiving 
it the 16th of July, together with the ufual little watch- — 
word book of this year; they were greatly animated amidit . 
their perplexity and weaknefs by the admonition of the 
‚day, which was: Remember, the Lord thy God, for it is he | 
that giveth thee power, that he may eflablı/h bis covenant, as it is 
this day. Deut. viii. 18. ‘* Forget it not, thou heart of 
* mine | ER APS anh onc 
‘Therefore they engaged in the work chearfully, and 
on the 18th of July, when five Greenland brethren were 
juft come. ona vilit from the places where they refort . 
to procure their maintenance, they laid the foundation- 
{tone with. praife and prayer, wifhing at the fame time, 
that the Lord would be pleafed to profper the work of 
their hands, to preferve all the workmen from harm, and 
to make this houfe an amiable dwelling of peace, a ta- 
bernacle abounding with bleffings, and a place, where 
his holy name may be honoured, and his merits and fuf- 
ferings be made known and embraced by the heathen for _ 
their eternal falvation to the end of days. But the work 
proceeded very flowly, on account of the great uneven- ~ 
nefs and declivity of the fituation, which obliged them 
to wall ten feet high at one end, and then tohll up all 
| | a 
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with ftones and earth. This required many hands 
which in the beginning they could not have ; but at the 
Greenlanders return from thé capelin-fifhery, they help- 
ed them faithfully in carrying ftones and earth upon 
their backs, and in their old cloaths, inftead of bags.’ 
In the mean while John Haven came to their affiftance 
from New-Herrnhuth ; and the captain, (the fame they 
came with three years ago,) purfuant to the kind orders 
of his owners, not only lightened their work by landing 
the houfe in a haven, which he found near the place, 
inftead of doing it three full miles off at the factory, but 
with pleafure employed his equally willing people in 
landing it; and, on his failing to the factory, let them 
have a couple of fpare hands to help to raife it; fo that, 
notwithftanding frequent bad weather, they had done it 


in the fhort fpace of three weeks*. 


a De 

The four brethren were now exceeding bufy to com® - 
to a full finifhing, and at the beginning of O&tober were — 
gone fo far, as with joy to enter into a couple of rooms, 
when they thanked their dear Lord for granting them 


 ftrength, and averting all misfortune, (yet they did not 


efcape without cutting their hands fometimes, and the 


~ mafter-builder. fell down, but was preferved in a won- 


derful manner,) neither did they forget to commend to 
the requital of the Lord their benefactors for this their 
prefent, and thofe who forwarded its conveyance and 


erection for their ready aflıftance. 


In the mean time, the miflionary John Beck and his 
wife were come. from. New-Herrnhuth, to join with 
Matthew Stach, in ferving the congregation with the 
Br and the needful cure of fouls. He brought three 

eep alfo along with him, to begin a fmall ftock, and 
to give fome eafe to their economy, though the provi- 


ding neceflary provender for them from all quarters for. 
fo long a winter was only.an addition to their labour. 


Moreover they were now obliged to go to the iflands in 
queft of fire-wood. Mean while they proceeded towards 
finifhing the meeting-hall (though for want of boards, 
‘ * The houfe was completely prepared at Copenhagen, and only wanted 
fetting up, 

} they 
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they could only lay half the floor,) and took down the 
old houfe, which ftopped up one of the houfe-doors, and 
thus opened the accefs to it; and they got fo far, that 
on the firft of November they were able to celebrate a 
joyful dedication-day with their Greenland-flock. 

It was the 24th Sunday after Trinity. Matthew 
Stach preached the dedication-fermon upon the word of 
the day: Enoch walked with God, (Gen. v.22. °° And 
«< by my faireft Bridegroom’s fide, fhall I his dearly pur- 
«< chas’d bride, walk on with love moft fteady;” and 
then fell upon his knees with the congregation, and 
pares to our Saviour, that he would be pleafed to hal- 
ow this hall and houfe with his continual prefence, and 
accompany the teftimony of his death with his divine 
power, explain his merits by the Holy Ghoft to every 
foul, and efpecially glorify himfelf at the holy facraments 
in every heart as the Saviour of his body. ~ 

John Beck preached the afternoon-fermon upon the 
text: J know thy poverty. Rev. ii. g. Then a love-feaft — 
of dried capelins was kept with all the inhabitants, in 
number one hundred thirty feven, viz. thirty feven, who 
moved thither from New-Herrnhuth, and were the be- 
ginning of a congregation, and a hundred, that had, in 
the fpace of three years, been added to them out of the 
infidels. At this opportunity the Ixth chapter of Ifaiah, 
Arife, foine, &c. was read, and mention was made, that ~ 
the appellation of this place, Lichtenfels, has an allufion 
to the faid great promife concerning the heathen. At 
laft a Greenland poem was fung, compofed by John 
Beck for this day of feftivity, according to the purport 
of the above chapter, which I will fubjoin with a literal 
interpretation. | 
Tune ; Only matchlefs heart, this fhall be for me—my repaft, my heaven 

here, &c.. 


I. I. 2 
'K Aulafimiarit kaumarfukfet Hinequickly, forthe light 
Tikkiumet illingnut, Is come to thee, 
Nalekablo piffitfomarpatit And the Lord will bring thee 
Auglingnut, Ikkiminut: To his blood, tohiswounds: 
Ardlagut Innuit terfanetut Formerly men were here 
Mattorfimagalloarei Tartub; Shut up in darknefs ; 
Mahnakulle kaumarfok But now the light | 
Hlingnut muilerpek. ~~“ Arifes upon thee, 2 O~ 
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| 2. | 
Uitit kennerniardlutillo, 


Innuit ornigmatit, 
Allegengniaromavlntillo, 


Tipeitfuk/mnaranıt. 


Umiello piginnaungormyput, 
Ilettit Akullugit illingnut 


Auanga, Kauangalo, 
Pinga ufforellugo. 


3 | 
Siornet Innukajuitfitit, 


Neijornekaratıllo : 


"Mahnale ifferbigiffauatit 


Allanniardlutillo. 
Mattoma kingornalo Innuit 
Tamarmik tainiaromarpätit 

Karfomik kaumarjomik, 

Nalckab neijormatit. 


4. 
efua! Kenawvit fane mahna 
_ Kattiffimarfarpogut, 
Kytfauvigekkullutit tamauta, 


Piffiarangautigut 


Anniarnik, Äungniglolkkingnik: 


Akikfarnut Umettivut pikit, 


 Ddlullo nungullugit 


Illuarfarniakit, 


5. 
Terfanilo U.lut nungullugit 
Kattiffimerfjagauta, 


2. 
Open thine eyes and look 
round about, 
How men come to thee, 
And wou’d gladly be in fel- 
lowfhip with thee, 
Becaufe thou art continually 
joyful. 
Some boats make ready too, 
And fteer in fellowfhip their 
courfe to thee 
From the north and from 
the fouth, 
From the eaft with fongs of 
praife. | 


2. 
Some years ago thou wert a 


defart, 
And hadft no inhabitants: 
But now people will come 
in to thee 
And love thee. 
And hereafter will men 
All call thee : 


_ The enlightned Rock 


Becaufe the Lord dwelleth 
with thee. ° 


O Jefu! here Berane thy face 

Are we now aflembled, 

With a view all to thank 
thee, 

‘That thou haft bought us 

By thy fufferings, blood and 
wounds: 

As a repayment take our 
hearts, 

Daily and continually 

Be preparing them. 


% 
When we here day after day 
Shall be aflembled ; on 

Je 


_ 
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Tokkungnik, Aungnigl Anni- Of thy death, blood and . 


arnik . fufferings writin. 
Okkallungniarlata. Let us fpeak. 
Nalektut tamafa neijungäkit, Be near to all the hearers ; 


 Annernerniglo ajunginnermik _ And by the Holy Ghoft 


Siuteillo Umetteit Their ears and hearts _ 
Angmartinniakin—eit! Open, O deareft one! 
Tova Uttokeillo Innufuit. Then fhall old and-young 
Ufikettit puttor fut _.. Thy pierced feet 
Kunnikjaromarpeit Kodlinner- Kifs with tears, »_ 
mik, I las VL 
Nachoginginnautigut ; That thou haft not defpifed 
: batt? SUS sna 
Illzgeengnulle piffipautigut, But brought us to the con- 
. gregation, - 


Tipeitfungakulluta illingnut ‘That we may rejoice in thee 


(or, be happy thro’ thee, ) 
Mattomanetilluta And while we are here, 
Illingnik affavluta. Love thee. _ 


7° | VE 

Attatarput! Sernigirfartigut Our Father! defend us, ~ 
Parinniardlutalo : And keep us: ; 

Annanarput ! — pauvkenmarti-- O Holy Ghoft! nurfe us. - 


u th 
ee Te I" 


gut ‘, 

Teffiorfardlutalo - And lead us (by the hand) 

Sauarkam Ikkenut Auanulla, To the Lamb’s wounds and 
~ blood | | 

Aniartitimut Timanullo : And to his martyr’d body: 

Annaurfirferput! dungnik OurSaviour! withthyblood — 

 Umettivut tennikıt. _ Anoint our hearts. — 
| 8-18. | f 


‘Now the brethren having got an orderly dwelling- 


place, and the Greenlanders a fine fpacious churth, the 


preaching of the gofpel, and all the appendant congre-_ | 


gation and choir-meetings, liturgies and bands could be 


more eafily holden than before, ‚and it was perceivable, — 


that the Lord delighted to dwell in this place, to walk ° 


in the.midft of his children, and to let the. light of his 
friendly countenance fhine upon them, which is better 
felt and ‘enjoyed, than defcribed. It muft needs be 
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„an uncommon»joy to a faithful teacher, in preaching the 
‚word and at the. adminiftration of the holy facraments, 


_to be fenfible of a gentle breathing of the Spirit among 
‚his people, and of a dew from the Lord; it is a certain 


fign to him, that the word does not. fall fruitlefs to the 
ground, but. is {prinkled with blood; and will, in due 


_time, bring forth its fruit. And when he fees the feed 


fpringing up now here and then there; and though in 
the: midit of divers alterations, growing and ripening 
-unto harveit; it muft needs add ftrength to his hope, 
-and give him new.courage to plant and water; Asa 


_ fpecimen of this, J will again take the liberty to inter- 


‚fperfe my narrative with the few following remarks, to 
the praife of our Saviour, who has promifed to be with 
us, even to the end of the world, not only with his 
_pre-elected witnefles the apoftles, but with all that be- 
lieve on him through their word. 


§ 19. 


“ ; 2 the public meetirigs of the week, inftead of a fer- 


mon upon a text, a portion out of the evangelifts and 


the epiftles of the apoftles; was now and then read and 
briefly explained, “The Greenlanders were uncommon- 
ly attentive, and, befides the bleffing in fellowfhip, it 
was alfo accompanied with this advantage, that they of- 
‘ten conferred with each other about it; made interroga- 
‘tories concerning the true fenfe and the ufeful applica- 
tion of this and the other matter, and begged for far- 
ther information in fuch points as they had not rightly 
apprehended, ‘Thus it is faid at the feftival of Eafter: 


_ ** The fimple narrative of the fuffering, dying and re- 


* furreétion) of our Saviour approved itfelf very power- 
“* fully to the heart, and gave birth to many blefled 


€ colloquies in the houfes. Some came and afked, what 
_** our Saviour meant by the cup, which he prayed his 
_ te Father to take from him? And on its being explained 


* to them, one faid: This is the very matter, which 
*¢ often forces tears from me.——On Eafter-Monday 
© we held a love-feaft of angmarfet with all our people. 


- * Jt juft happened, that, in the courfe of our reading 


“ the acts of Eafter, we came to the paflage of our Sa- 
‘“ viour’s fhewing himfelf at the fea of Tiberias, when 
. . ~ (<4 he 
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‘< he kept a meal of fifhes with his difciples, and ex- 


“amined Peter concerning his love; which made no 
© fmall imprefion on the Greenlanders. Another 
€ ‘time the widows defired farther information upon Ads 
€ the firft: and upon my explaining it to them, and 
“<'télling them, that to-day they fhould hear of the ef- 
€ ‘fufion of the Holy Ghoft, they were vaftly pleafed, 
“and could ‘hardly wait the appointed time, And 
<< when it came, all heard with great ‘appetite; and the 
6¢ remark of the unity and community of ‘believers 
"ss ‘entered deeply into them.” Again, much profitable 
‘converfation arofe from the narrative of Ananias ‘and 
Sapphira, of the converfion of Paul, of the Jailor, and 
of Lydia, and of Paul’s taking leave of the church at 
Ephetus. ’ vite 
"In the meeting of the baptized the litany in particu- 
lar was read through, and an explanation given of every 
fingle petition, and of the unknown words (for it is ne- 
ceflary to fupply the want of fpiritual language amon 
the Gtecktänklert with fome new unknown Hröris.} 
The hearts and ears of all’were open. Another time it 
is faid: © Our people are very defirous ‘of information, 
“ and would gladly retain a great deal. Tanfwer their 
«€ queftions with pleafure, as I fee that the work ‘of the 
<< Holy Spirit is furthered by this means in their hearts, 
es ‘hut take care withal to remind them of the one thing 
sc needful, fetting fometimes before them the-example 
& Jof-the firft-fruits of this’ nation, efpecially of the late 
‘se Samuel, Sarah, and Judith, who fill remain of blef- 
‘6 {ed memory to them; how ‘they, ‘with their fmall . 
_-6¢ meafure of knowledge, in which they are now fur- 
ec pafled by many unreceived among ‘the catechumens, 
ss difcovered fuch a tender love to our Saviour, and by 
se word and walk were fo edifying to the heathen, that 
* by that means they contributed a great deal towards 
& the great awakening among them.” | 
Their congregation-days were always folemn and par- 
ticularly blefied, but they could not be kept here till the 
meeting-hall was built. After the firft had been kept 
they write: “Our brethren and fifters were fille 
se with extraordinary joyat the accounts of their black 
* and tawny brethren and fifters, ‘viz. the negroes in 
“ ‘the 
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“ the Weft-India iflands, and the Indians in North and 
« South America. They all ftayed at home in order to 
“ imifs nothing; and the next day feveral came, and 
« faid, how happy they had been yefterday in all the 
“ meetings; which was ftill more manifeft at the bands 
€ jn the evening. We underftood too, that the daily 
“ texts out of the holy fcriptures are a real blefling to 
« them, and that whofo cannot attend the mattins, di- 
“ retly afks the reft, what is the memorandum out of 
& God’s word? (fo they call the word of the day) and 
« whofo has not rightly underftood it, comes and afks 
“ anew about it, One faid in his band, he had thought 
*« much to-day in his kajak on the text: He deth accor- 
“¢ ding to his will in the army of heaven, and among the in- 
“€ habitants of the earth, &c. Dan. iv. 35.” | 

It is faid of the bands, on St. Thomas’s-day Decem- 
ber 21,: ‘* One, being afked, how he came acquainted 
<< with our Saviour? gave fuch a folid account of his 
« change of heart, and the joy he felt; when Jefus pre- 
* fented himfelf the firft time before his heart in the 
** jmage of his fufferings, that it was a pleafure to hear 
<< him, ‘and it might be felt, that it was not learned and 
« ‚rehearfed from the head, but genuine experience. 
«© And when the reft had all told what they had expe- 
% rienced of it, the firft concluded witha hearty prayer.” 


-. Of the new baptized it is mentioned; “ They grow 


« brighter from day to day, and their hearts get more 
*© feeling. What they hear of the converfe with the 
« unfeen Friend of their fouls, grows by degrees more 


© and more clear to them, and they begin to {peak with 


ed me ‘to pals the greateft part of the.night in tears.” 
| 2 Z 2 


“ him themfelves of their hearts.—One of them once 
« came under fome trouble to an European brother, 
«¢ who obferving, that he wanted to fay fomething, pre- 
vented him, faying: You wanta plaifter, 1 fuppofe ? 


(for he -had a large boil) O! no, faid he, I am not 


<< come for that now ; and began to weep fo, that he 
© could not fpeak for a good while. At length he 
* broke out: O wretched man that I am! I have ftill 
« fo little fenfe of our Saviour and his blood, and yet I 
** perceive, that he loves me fo much. Which has cauf 


As 
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As to the unbaptized and catechumens, a helpérsonce 
ufed the exprefion : Some are, as.if they were already 
baptized.: And indeed grace was: working powerfully 
upon them, to convince them of their wretched ftate. 
One of them was once found fitting in his kajak in 2 
fmall creek weeping. A Greenland brother afking him, 
what he was doing there? he faid: “ Alas, what & 
«© wretched man am I, when I confider what our teach 
« ers tell us of our Saviour, and the happinefs of thofe 
“ that know him, and my heart is fo empty of him!” 
The faithful. Shepherd, who cannot long bear to fee'a 
‚loft fheep weeping, had very foon compaflion upon this: 
old man; he being foon after taken into the number of 
the catechumens, and not long after that, made partakee 
of holy baptilm, > ay eer ke 

; § 20. Pi is ty : 
-Now'as touching fome external circumftances of the 
year, the cold continued with fuch feverity till towards 
ay, that fome parts were quite froze up, and the na- ~ 
tives reduced to great diftrefs. . In the fouth particularly 
the want was fo great, that many died with hunger, ‘the 
country being quite blocked up with ice, and at the fame 
time covered by an uncommonly deep fnow. As foon as 
the. water was open, fome heathens intended to go out of 
Fither’s-Inlet to. a merriment, but were overtaken® by a 
fudden guft of bad weather, which gave them hard work 
to get fafe to land. And as they had taken no tent with 
them, they were obliged to {pend two days anda night 
in the moft rigorous cold with the heavens only -for their 
covering ; fome grew fo ftiff and benumbed, that it was 
with great: difficulty they were brought. to, themfelves 
again by beating and dragging about, the method ufed- 
in fuch cafes.. A baptized woman, to whom, they told 
the ftory, made a good ufe of the occafion to give them — 

fome account of the happinefs of believers, who know 
and love our Saviour. | ie! 
In Lichtenfels, in the beginning of the year, they 
had fuch good fuccefs in. providing neceflaries, that 
fometimes, in calm weather, ‚ten feals a day were 
brought to land. But the cold and. the ice increafing 
“ "towards 


ae 
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towards fpring, they alfo were reduced to ftraits*. * Af-! 
« ter the evening-meeting,” it is faid “ April the 8th,’ 
“¢ J pafled through the big houfe, and faw, what th: 
“ Greenlanders were getting for fupper. The povert 
e< of fome of them pained me to the heart, Two wi- 
“¢ dows and their children had a piece of fea-grafs in: 
“€ their hands, to go to fleep upon, and yet were fo con- 
*¢ tent, efpecially the lately baptized Naomi and her fon, 
“¢ that they never complained of want ; for I had it not 
<e from themfelves, but from others, that they have 
“ nothing, but mufcles and fea-grafs which they gather 
“< at low-water on the fea-ftrand. Indeed they help one 
« another out, and when a man catches a feal, all in 
€ the houfe get ‘a fhare of it. But when itis diyided inte 
* perhaps above feventy parts, the portions are very fmall, 
“ efpecially as at this feafon only little young feals are 
“© to be caught, which will now alfo be foon going far- 
“ ther into the fea. The next day we again divided 
© angmarfet among the poor, which we are ufed to ga- . 
€ ther in the fummer, in order to help out thofe that 
“¢ fuffer need. But, being deftitute of a proper repofi- 
& tory, we have not been able to {tore up many of thefe 
“ capelins, and the Greenlanders have often a good 


ows 


‘© quantity fpoiled by the wet, having no fuch ftore- 
€ houfe as in New-Herrnhuth ; hence it is that they 


“¢ undergo great want in what they otherwife call their 
«© beloved daily bread.” _ 3 
©’ On the other hand, in fummer and autumn the 
Greenlanders were fo richly blefled in their provifions, 
that the merchant had enough to do, all winter long 
to fetch away the blubber he bought of them, and to bar- 
rel it up. He fhewed a particular fatisfaction, that fince 
the brethren’s fettling there, the trade was annually fo 


‚ augmented, that he now gets as large a quantity from 


our few people, as formerly, and even this very year, 
from that whole diftrict befides. According to what he faid, 
it amounted to a hundred and fifty barrels, and he ho- 


* The Inlet once drove quite full of ice, at which time again the hand 
of providence was vifible. The fea-fowl, that cannot fly well, but feed 
themfelves by dipping under water, were forced to retreat to Jand ; and their 
eyes being dazzled by the fnow, our Greenlanders caught them alive while 
they were hindered by the ice from doing any thing by water, . 
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ped, it would increafe every year more and more, efpe= 
cially when) (as was the cafe in New-Herrnhuth,) the 
congregation fhould receive further enlargement from the 
extremities of the fouth.. But it muft be obferved, that 
this was an extraordinary fortunate year for the Green-. 
landers of thefe parts, and the fuccefs may be widely. 
different another time. | wa 


tn Ie | 
To conclude, I will juft touch upon fome particular 
deliverances of the Greenlanders in danger. An unfkil- 
ful boy ftuck with his kajak in the ice juft before the 
houfe, and yet not the leaft affiftance could be offered 
him. After he had been driven about for fome hours, 
he found fo much opening, as to reach the land unhurt... 
Two men, while. attempting to. catch feals upon the 
ice, fpied a covy of partridges upon a hill; and, in ven- 
turing too much up the fteep bank, one of them flipped 
on a piece of ice covered with inow, but, as he was 
tumbling down, he caught hold of a piece of frozen 
earth, which was the means of faving his life. For 
otherwife he muft have been dafhed to pieces on,the point» 
ed broken fragments of the rock lying below. When 
he got up again, he faid, it immediately came into. his 
mind: “ Ah this has our Saviour done, he has preferv- 
< ed me.” He related feveral inftances of his praying 
to our Saviour in times of the utmoft, danger, while he 

even lived among the heathen, and obtaining help. 

A Greenland, helper, in his return from Good-Hope, 
where he had been on a meflage, was overtaken with a 
ftorm, in the moft dangerous place, and with much ado. 
efcaped to land with his companion, whofe kajak got a 

‘preach. They were obliged to endure out the night in 
a ftorm of thick driving fnow without fhelter. He pray- 
ed our Saviour to give them fuitable weather for getting 
forward ; and towards morning a calm enfuing, his un- 
baptized companion faid with great emotion: ‘ Now I 
<* underftand of a truth, that our Saviour hears the 
«© prayer of his people.” 

‘To remark a couple of natural occurrences; on the 
yath of November in the morning was an eclipfe of the 
moon, which was total about half an hour paft feven. 
In the Copenhagen-almanack no notice was taken of Au. 

ut 


Re.aTion oF LicHTENFELS, 1762. 359. 


but it was noted in. that of Berlin.as invifible at above 
half-an hour paft twelve in, the afternoon ; which at once 
{hews the diftance of this from the meridian of Berlin. 
An old Greenland man, afflicted with the gout, was 
inclined by. excefs of pain .to.cut open his feet, in order 
to obtain fome mitigation. But. his, wife came and beg- 
ged fora medicine. No one knowing, any for it, a few 
drops, fuch as were at hand, were fent. him-in a little 
brandy. And the Greenlander believing that this me- 
dicine mutt relieve him, was accordingly foon after freed _ 


* - from. his pain and,fwelling, The Jeaft change of diet is 


capable of. giving eafe to the Greenlanders in ficknefs. 
A piece of coarfe brown bread, er.a plate of oatmeal is 
of as much fervice to them, asa coftly medicine to 
others, when they get a ftrong inclination for it, and a 
firm perfuafion about it. . 


THE THIRTIETH YEAR, 1762. 


§ 1. 


“EAHE good appearance of a quick increafe of the 
congregation at Lichtenfels, at-the end of the laft 


and beginning of the prefent year, dawning from the nu- 
merous vifits of heathen from the adjacent parts and the | 
fouth, feemed at the end of this year to vanith, and the 
depraved, difinclined, nay, often averfe fituation of the 
heathen caufed the miffionaries much grief and trouble; 
but this was however allayed by the abundant comfort 
which the riches of grace, manifeft in their baptized, 
afforded them. | 

It was the inceflant concern of our Greenlanders, and 
efpecially the helpers, whenever their bufinefs called 
them among, the heathen, to recommend our Saviour 
unto them. In many places they were invited to preach 
the gofpel. ’ 

In the fpring, Matthew Stach took a trip with fome 
Greenlanders to New-Herrnhuth, to fetch fome build- 
ing-materials and tools from thence, and called upon 
the heathen by the way, with a view to blow up the 
glimmering fire within them. ‘This was alfo done, on 

Z 4. ether 
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other occafions, in the reft of the places. And befides, - 
fome were always coming to vifit, who were prefent at . 
the preaching of the gofpel with attention, and at par-- 
ticular converfations gave to underftand, that they were, 
not without inclination to move to the believers, and be 
converted, but were obftructed in their defign by their’ 
people; however many of thefe people alledged very 
weak and idle pleas, why for the prefent, they either 
could not or would not. Among the reft of the vifitants 
was an angekok, who has been uneafy fome years, but 
never would fubmit to the obedience of faith, and now 
again has been fet in motion by a dream, which he re-’ 
lated with great concern. | ST PA 
§ 2. a | 
‘< Our people,” (it is faid in the diary May the 5th): 
€ during the winter, diligently vifited the heathen in 
<< thefe parts, and at their requeft proclaimed our Sa- 
*¢ viour to them; and fome of them alfo ‘frequently 
< came hither to the preaching, at which the Holy . 
<< Spirit’s activity was perceived to enkindle in thema 
«€ Jonging after their Redeemer; as a fruit.of this, yefter- 
'& day a family of five, and today one of four perfons 
<< came to ftay. Some days ago alfo the great dancer, 
<¢ a man hitherto exceedingly addicted to vanity, moved 
<< hither from the factory, and faid, that he would now 
<< renounce all carnal pleafures, and believe on Jefus 3 
<¢ and begged. that we would admit him, though he was 
«“ a moft depraved creature, and had been exceeding 
“© abandoned. ‘Twelve perfons belong to this family, 
«€ fome of whom have relations living here. A married 
{€ woman is among them, who four years ago, as a 
‘€ fingle perfon, was the very firft that came to us out of 
‘< thele parts, and after fome time withdrew again; and 
«+ likewife a widow with two children, who fome years 
‘€ ago was baptized by the mifhonary at Good-Hope, 
‘¢ but afterwards went among the heathen again. We 
« were glad of having an opportunity to direct this poor, 
«+ {tray fheep to its Shepherd again.” fe bigh 
Some families, and feveral fingle people came alfo 
from other places, to ftay, and among the reft a widow, — 
who fome years ago lived in Kangek, and had gt in 
4 ew - 
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New-Herrnhuth a great deal of our Saviour: “ But,” 
faid fhe, “ all this I have loft among the heathen, and 
** now_I will begin anew, and be thoroughly converted.” 

Thefe new people gave good hopes in the beginning. 
They gave diligent attendance at the meetings, and con- 
verfed with the miffionaries, and with the Greenland- 
helpers, who teftified of fome of them, that they could 
not have their fill of hearing our Saviour difcourfed 
about. Only, a bare affent is but a flight beginning. 
Some of the women complained to one of the Greenland 
female helpers, that they could not retain the good they 
heard; fhe then told them, where the difficulty lay, and 
who the people are, that are ever learning, and never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. “I am well 
‘© aware (faid fhe) how the cafe ftands; ye as yet pay 
€ no real regard to the truth, nor are quite determined 
© to yield up your whole heart to our Saviour; and 
s* therefore it is, that ye are not able to learn and retain - 


any thing to real purpofe.” And this was the very 


AR cafe of the greateft part of thefe new people. All 


a nr 


fummer long their minds were fo diffipated and vain, 
that many, and among the reft the above-mentioned 
dancer with his people, went off again to the heathen; 
when the laft ftate with them was worfe than the firft; 
of which the next winter afforded daily flagrant proofs. 


The great occafion of fuch an overwhelming flood of _ 
mifchief and depravation, and fuch a ftrong prevalency 


‚of the power of darknefs among the heathen of thofe 


parts that were touched, but were ftill wavering and 
inconftant, was, that fuch a great number of favage- 
fouthlanders, in their rout to the north, took up their 
abode hereabout: It will not be unacceptable to the 
reader, to fee an ample narration of the character of thefe 
people, taken out of the diary of the miffionaries, efpeci- 
ally as moft of our Greenlanders derive their origin from 
the fouth. 

~ & June 20, an old Southlander vifited us. He is the 
«€ widow Rebecca’s father’s brother, and was come 
‘* feveral days journey from the .eaft-fide of the country, 
“© to fee her and her children. ‘They took all poffible 
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pains'to induce him. to ftay here, at leaft one winter. 
And, he feemed inclined to it, but was in doubt, 
whether his fon, who. was now. mafter of the family, 
would ftay, becaufe he had left fome things behind 
in,the fouth. We afterwards heard, that one of this 
old man’s daughters-in-law. gave an account how he 
endeavoured. to perfuade his. fon and the reft, to ftay. 
here, adding withal: Thefe Kablunaet, or foreigners, 
are not-at all terrible, their words are agreeable, to. 
hear, and.they love the Greenlanders, and: do them. 


no harm, as we were-apt to imagine. And, becaufe, 
the fon would lend. no ear to.it, he advifed him, to, 


eo,himfelf, and fee and hear.the good.people. Ah, 
added. the- woman, if my-hufband was alive, who.was 
the eldeft fon, he would certainly have ftayed ; for he. 
often’ {poke of the believers, and. longed to. be. among. 


them. We learnt farther from this woman, that 


Elizabeth, who, when a. child of five years old, was: 
frolen out. of the houfe, is in thofe parts with her. 
mother’s brother, and very often longs to be with her, 
teachers again; had allo defired leave, to. come 
along with them, and wept.much at being refufed. 

“ The 24th, we were much vifited by the fouthlanders, 
and the 25th they. pitched eleven tents by us, but, 
the moft of them went up to the factory. Many,, 
efpecially women, came to the fermon, which was 
upon thefe words: “Labour for the meat which endureth 
unto everlaflıng life. | | | > 

« The 26th, we were again abundantly vifited by. 


©‘ them, and our hall and rooms were not empty the 


whole day. We endeavoured, in the moft endearing 
manner, both in the public meetings and in conver- 
fation, to recommend to them their Creator and Sa- 
yiour; but their hearts are impenetrable as rocks, and 
they are ready with their excufes, that they are very 
jonorant, and do not underftand us, that is, in plain 


-words, they will not. Our Greenlanders tried to gain 


their relations, but it availed nothing. When, after 
the painful view of fuch a rugged field, we turn our 
eyes upon the delightful little garden, which the Lord 
has planted here, we are everwhelmed with fhame and 


thankfulnefs. | 
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© The 27th, the fermon was upon the gofpel con- 


cerning the loft fheep. But few ftrangers gave atten- 


- dance. A baptized man of Frederic’s-Hope, came 


from the factory to the fermon. He had never feen 
any fheep before, and was now able to form a concep- 


‘tion of the parable in the gofpel, and fpoke very 


prettily with us about it. : 

«© The 29th, moft of the fouthlanders went off again.. 
But our Jonathan kept a.youth of his kindred. with 
him, and the 3oth, another fingle man offered himfelt 
to ftay here. 

« July the ıft, many fouthlanders were in the morn- 
ing-meeting, which one of our Greenland helpers 
kept. Among other things, he faid: Ye poor people, 
you rove thus about in queft of fomething for your 
bodies only. And, at the fame time, ye are uneafy, 
finding no where the leaft true fatisfaction or comfort 
of life. We were formerly as ye now are. If ye 
became acquainted with our Saviour, ye would find 
true reft. He died for you alfo on the crofs, in order 
to. deliver you from fin and eternal woe. Ah! if ye 
could believe this, ye would obtain a fund of eternal 
joy, &c. A man, whofe whole body, as well as the 


hair of his head, is grown quite white, except that 


his facé looks brown, mentioned his defire to ftay here 


‘with his family; and by his advice, on the 2d, a 


widow with three children, parted from the fouth- 


Janders, that were going off, and ftayed with him, 


Some boats of fouthlanders went into the inlet a 
capelin-fifhing, uncertain whether they fhould return, 
or go farther. Another boat went to Innukfuk, once 
more to bewail a dead man, they had buried there 
feveral years ago. Two families ftayed, with an in- 
tent to live with us. An old acquaintance of our 
Nicholas, who is an angekok, entered into conver- 
fation with him, and faid: He did well, fince he 


would be converted, to be rightly converted, and a 


true believer. For he had been in heaven, and found 
the true believers’in the moft glorious ftate. They 
were fine-drefled, and had no want of good victuals, 
On the other hand, they that were not rightly con- 
verted, hung quite naked in the air, and gnats 

| ‘€ their 
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<* their teeth with cold in fuch a manner, that many of, 
<¢ them had bit their tongues to pieces. ——Thus thefe 
<< apoftles of the devil know how to adapt themfelves to. 
<< the humours of the people before them, and to fpeak 
«© according to their talte. They, take care not to open 
s¢ their mouths to us, and can twift and twine like 
<< {nakes, that they may not be caught in their blind- 
<< nefs. . OR her 

< The 6th, the fouthlanders, who had continued at 
«© the factory fince they arrived, now came to us. One 
«“ commended his brother to-us, who chufes to ftay - 
‚<< here, . He being afked, why he would not ftay him- 
é< felf? anfwered: I have now bought a great deal of 
< powder and fhot, which I muft firft {pend in the 
<< fouth in fhooting rein-deer, for there are many there. 
<¢ Another would eat his fill of bear’s-flefh; a third. 
<< would buy a good boat, and then they would come 
<¢ and believe. ‘Thus it is, one buys a piece of ground, 
<< a fecond a yoke of oxen, a third marries a wife, and fo » 
<< neglects the feafon of grace. Among thefe people 
€ was the old man mentioned June 20, who could not 
<< perfuade his people to ftay here. They dragged a young 
« man along with them, belonging to a family, not 
‘© quite agreed together about ftaying here. In this 
“ cafe the party oppofite to what is good, generally 
« winsthe day. But we have many inftances alfo of | 
“€ the well-inclined party being fet at liberty by the death 
«© of the contrary-minded. re 

‘© The 8th, they. brought hither a patient, ill of the 
« pleurify. We gave him what we had, which had 
«€ a good effect. His three wives alfo, all having {mall 
<¢ children, came with the patient’s father, who is an 
«¢ angekok, and were thankful for our fervice. We 
“© recommended to them the phyfician of fouls, but 
<< with little impreffion. If we would come to the 
*¢ fouth, they faid, they would be converted too. A 
«© white bear, which, fome years ago, fell upon the 
<< old man and his companion in the fea, bit his nofe 
« off, and did him much more hurt, but killed his 
<< comrade. The fouthlanders have brought with them 
“€ an infectious diftemper, which now begins to prevail 
** among our people. , Pr 
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= The 13th and rath of Auguft, we were much 
€ vifited by fouthlanders, returning from» the north. 
<< By converfing with Europeans they are grown much 
€ more polifhed, than at their firft coming from the 
« fouth, but had no inclination to hear of the true 
*& knowledge of their Creator and Redeemer: 

ws: The 23d, came»fome others from thence. A 
couple of men were attentive to the account given 


' $¢ them of the Incarnation, death and refurrection of our 


*© Saviour. ‘hey came into the meeting alfo, and con- 
£* cluded to dwell in the neighbourhood,” 


$ 4. 


' . Many fouthlanders took up their abode in thefe parts; 


efpecially at the factory ; but a good number of the un- 
“ table. people, who came to Lichtenfels in the fpring, 


seforted:to them, and led fuch a life as left but little 
hopes of their recovery. A couple of families rebuilt the 
old ruifious houfe, called Akonamiok, juft oppofite to 
Lichtenfels, in order to winter there. |. And though it is 
certain, they had no mind at firft for any thing good; 
yet at laft fome of them were gained, What pafled 
among 'the ftrangers, I will again give fome recital of out 
of the diary. ; 


o, Sept. 8, many,of,our Greenlanders came home, to 


§* repair „their winter-houfes. Two families, which 
** came hither in the fpring from the factory, ftayed 
§*' behind, and have built near the fouthlanders, who 
$‘.are afraid of living with us, from an apprehenfion; 
¢* that fome of their people might believe and be bap- 
$*. tized. After fome weeks we learned’ a farther reafon; 


© The angekok mentioned § 3. (July 2) had told our 


§* Nicholas, that.a,report prevailed all over the fouth, 
s* that we Europeans prayed to death the people that 


. *$; had once engaged with us, and went away again; 


$& they knew many inftances of it; and therefore he 
<¢ fhould tell him. the truth. Nicholas’ made anfwer, 
s* that he had never heard any one pray thus, but we 
§¢ prayed conftantly and, every Sunday publicly, that 


a $ the Greenlanders might live and be faved. The 


$*.angekok a few days after came to the fermon, upon 
s* the text of the day: J pray not, that thou /ooulde/? take 
Bor: them 
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them out of the world, but that then fhouldefl keep them from 


the evil, ‘or evil one, John xvii. 15. Here he got his 
queftion farther anfwered. aii 

« Nov. 14, many fouthlanders were here from the 
factory. They did not go to the fermon; however 
one of our Greenland helpers held'them a difcourfe in 
his houfe, which feemed not to ‘be void of all frait. 
The merchant complains of the untamed and licenti- 
ous nature of thefe people. An angekok has fo in+ 
fatuated them with his legerdemain tricks, that fot 
the prefent nothing is to be done with them, But 
once, in the midft of his pretended trip to heaven or 
hell, he was{fadly frighted by the bare report of a gun, | 
Our neighbours repair thither often to attend the 
dancing and juggling-bouts, but take care hot to come 
near our meetings. “T'wo fingle men, newly Come to | 
us, have already had many inares laid for them by 
thefe neighbours. But we have told them in earneft, 
that they muft either determine to be wholly con» 
verted, and to have no fellowfhip with the unfruitful 
works of darknefs, or to leave us; for if hot, they 
would only lead a tormented life: To cut off -all 
occafion of complaint on account of outward hard- 
fhips, we put one of them into another family. ‘The 
other left us, ‘but repented of it before the winter was 
over, and begged with many tears to be received 
agains | rey 
“ Nov. 23, 2 woman called Gertrude Margaret who 

was baptized at Good-Hope by Mr. Bruun, and 
afterwards ran away, fled by land in a deep fnow with 
her child, and alittle girl from the faGtory, for refuge 
here, becaufe her fifter’s hufband wants to have her fot 
hisconcubine. Theman foon followed her, and would 
have her by force. Welet him know, that we could 
not deny her prote€tion, as long as fhe defired it, 
and endeavoured to diffuade him from his brutifh 
purpofe: On his pretending, that fhe was not bap- 


‘tized by us, and therefore we had no büfinefs to 


trouble ourfelyes about her, we gave him this anfwers 
he fhould then go to Good-Hope and fetch a written 
licence from thence. This threw him into a great 
raye; and drove him off. „His wife too came after- 
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wards and be&ged her fifter to comply with her 
hufband’s will, for, if not, he threatned to put her 
away. But. fhe remained firm in her refolution. 
They afterwards twice attempted to kidnap her child, 
but it was refcued out of their hands. It is, as if 
fatan had fent the {cum of his fervants into thefe parts ; 
and they are fo indefatigable in his fervice, as ‘not to 
be jaded out for feveral nights fucceflively with gor- 
mandizing, dancing, juggling, and other diffolute 
practices. Even fuch heathen as before had fome 


‘fenfe of decency, were now carried away with the 


violence of the torrent. Butit was a means of awak- 
ening in our baptized fo much the deeper gratitude, 
that'they are'delivered fromthe powers of darknefs 
and the dominion of fin; neither have we the leaft 
trace, that any has fuffered harm by it, may, ‘the 
children, who, whem they are aware of a fhouting 


‘company of dancers pafling by, are wont to be quite 


alett, are now as much terrified at the cry, as if 
enemies were on their march, 
«© Dec. 7, a boat full of Greenlanders, coming from 


the dance, were forced, by a fnow-ftorm, to take up 


their lodging with us. ‘They were very attentive at 


the meetings, which thehelpers kept in their houfes, 


as ‘the weather was fo very bad. On occafion of a 
young angekok’s uttering his opinion of the origin of 
mankind, a helper related the hiftory of the creation, 


faying, among otherithings : That there is a Creator, 


who made man and all things, is not-at all hard to 
believe, every reafonable man muft comprehend and 
ackfiowledge it; but that the Creator likewife was 
made man, and entered into death for loft mankind, 
is What ‘Ao man can comprehend and believe of 'him- 
felf. And yet this is the hinge on which our whole 
falvation and happinefs turns. For, fince men do 
not die like beafts, but their fouls, after death, con- 
tinde to live, ‘without ceflation or diffolution, they 
muft therefore get acquainted with their Creator and 
Saviotir, while here, if they are not willing to go toa 
place-of torment, but would live eternally ‘with their 
Bayisut, This converfation they continued till late 
in the night. Our helpers are not willing to omit 
ee “ one 
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<< one opportunity of giving the heathens a fhake.. Oft 


© no fruit is feen from it; but thefe fhewed, ‘that they 


«© are not quite eafy in their loofe life, but figh ‚for. 
«€ fomething better; and accordingly defired us to vifit 


‘© them.” | wi ; 
The fouthlanders, who lived near Lichtenfels, afford- 
-ed no better profpeét. They came to no meeting, and 


guarded againft. every occafion of being made un- © 


eafy in their heathenifh turn of mind, and courfe of life. 
But as the fpring approached, a ftirring took place 


among them, and fome of them were gained. An old 
man being once afked by a helper, if he had never any - 


thoughts of turning to the faith? anfwered, that.“ he 
<< had many years ago heard, that there is a God, 
<c which caufed him fome refle&tions upon the matter 5 
“ but finding it too high for him to comprehend, he 
<< dropped the thoughts of turning believer.” Our 
Greenlander attempted to {peak to him of our Saviour ; 


but he prefently interrupted »him, and afked; ‘* if: he 
“ had feen him?” and upon his receiving for anfwers- 
«<< I have not feen him with my bodily eyes, but I know 
<¢ him in my heart, and know that he loves,me,” he — 


interrupted him again and ran away. ne 
‘On this occafion, what many of the fenfelefs Green» 


landers formerly. thought, when they heard of God, was 


rought to light. For when the Danifh word, Gud, 
(God) was ufed, they underftood by it the Greenland 
word fignifying rivers, and wondered that they always 
talked of the exiftence of rivers, which nobody made 
any doubt of, Therefore a favage once anfwered ‘the 
queftion of a baptized one, whether he believed in God ? 


with indignation, faying: Why fhould I not believe — 


that? I have heard his voice, meaning the. rufhing 
found of the river. ih I 


| SLIM een 
But yet I cannot wholly pafs over in filence the many 
pleafing inftances which met my obfervation on divers 
_ oceafions, of the blefled effect which the living know- 
ledge of Jefus Chrift has upon thefe in themfelves fo ftu- 
pid and favage people. Thus it is faid of the public 
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*¢ The miffionary Beck having mentioned the memo- 
rial-day of his being thirty years ago wonderfully 
delivered by the angel of the Lord out of prifon, 
where he lay in chains and fetters for the fake of reli- 
gion, and how he was afterwards led to the congre= 
gation at Herrnhuth, which he had not fo much as 
heard the name of aforetime; and from whence he 
was afterwards fent to Greenland, where he has now 
lived to fee two congregations rifen'out of the hea- 
then; when on this memorable anniverfary he fell 
down upon his knees, and thanked our Saviour for 
all the grace manifefted to him and the Greenlanders 
thefe thirty years; hereat many burft forth into tears, 
came afterwards to him and faid: ** O! what fhall 
we do unte eur Saviour, that he has loved us fo much, 
and been pleafed to call us to himfelf by his meffen- 
gers?” He could give them no better anfwer, than: 
His death and paffion ever,—till foul and body fever, 
—fhallin your heart’s recefs prevail,” and: “Yefhall 
fhew forth the Lord’s death till he come.” 
« May 15, a fweet motion of heart was perceivable 
both inthe morning-meeting upon the word: Hear~ 
ken unto me, ye that know righteoufnefs, &c. Ifa. li. 7. 
and in the evening at reading 2 Cer, vi. We could 
with joy apply to dur time the words: Behold, now is the 
accepted time, behold now is the day of falvatien; and exhort- 
ed our Greenlanders, every one of them to take due 
notice of this time of grace, and to give diligence to 
make their calling and election fure; fo that each 
may know in whom they have believed, and may be 
able to fay with boldnefs: In the Lord have I righteouf- 
ne/s and ftrength.” 


Another time it is faid: *T’hehelpers gave pleafing tef- 
€ timonies of the daily converfation of the brethren and | 


fifters in their houfes, and that many afk each other 


z 


queftions concerning the things they heard in the ° 


meetings, and compare their hearts with them”: nay, 


and enter into a true acquaintance with him.” 


* That is, prove and examine themfelves thereby. 


Vou. IL Aa erdinary 


"and éxhort one another:to feek our Saviour in earneit, 


A brother once letting out the fheep early in the mor- 
ning before the general mattins, happened to hear extra- 


es | 
/ 
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ordinary fweet finging in a tent, and found that the head 
of the family was performing his morning-devetion with 
his people. ‘‘ He beckoned us to come,” writes the 
miffionary, ““ and we ftood ftill and liftened to this 
<< fweet melody with hearts exceedingly moved, and 
© with tears in our eyes, and I thought: “ On finners 
*< how much good——works the dear wounds blood !” 
« ‘Thefe people were no longer than two years ago fa- 
€ vage heathens, and now they fing to the Lamb that 
“¢ was flain, in fo {weet a manner, that it penetrates 
e one’s marrow and bone: We know not where our 
‘< baptized in this place have fo fpeedily learned fuck 
‘< fine melodious finging; for none of us can fing well, 
“¢ neither have we any inftruments, but an old flute, 
© which nobody can play upon, but fome Greenlanders 
6¢ who learnt in New-Herrnhuth.” ta Rees 


§ 6. 


‚Singing, if fweet, and accompanied with a feeling of 
heart, is not the fmalleft part of a rational worfhip; the 
hymn-theolegy being of fo much the more blefled ten- 
dency, as hymns are eafily learnt, and charmingly fung 
even by the fmalleft children; and thus all, even the 
profoundeft truths, may, as it were, in a way of refrefh- 
ment, be infinuated with almoft an indelible impreffion 
into their minds. Our Greenlanders without any urgent 
methods of inculcation, fpontaneoufly make it their 
ftudy to apprehend and learn to fing the moft pithy 
hymns; the blefling of which is beyond defcription, both 
upon the hearts, and for the advancement of young and 
old in knowledge. 3 

Thus it is faid Jan. 21, “ In the evening many came 
« to learn to fing. They. that cannot read, fit in a 
** row; each retains a line, which they again learn at 
«< home from each other, and thus they quickly take 
‘< feveral verfes. The fingle fifters do not need this 
«© method, becaufe moft of them can read,”——-——** In the 
“* evening, after the meeting, we have many a pleafant 
& hour with the brethren and fifters, fometimes with 
' *¢ finging, fometimes with reading, fometimes with an- 

'*¢ fwering queftions, whereby their growth in know- 
“© ledge very evidently appears. 

: , Jan. 
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_ © Jan. 30, The ftormy weather preventing the bre- 
* thren from going to fea, they therefore came dili- 
*¢ gently to learn verfes, In regard to finging and ma- 

ny other advantages, the filters excel them, as the 
men are obliged from their youth up to fpend almoft 
* every day at fea, and fo have not fo much time to ex- 
ce ereife themfelves. And when they come home, they 
“are weary and faint. But our Saviour has other ways 
_** of making it up to them, fo that they are no lofers in 
‘© the chief point.” . | 

Dec. 14, it is faid of the fchool-children : ‘* They 
“ could not be tired with learning and finging a new 
* Chriftmas-hymn, in which John Beck had comprized 
** the narrative of our Saviour’s birth.” 

The miffionaries indeed were not quite comforted con- 
cerning the children and unbaptized youth of the 
Greenland congregation, and fent on high many a for- 
rowful ejaculation in their behalf. “ We fincerely 
** long,” they write, “ for a gracious vifitation of our 
“ Saviour among our young folks, who are pretty nu- 
«merous. We keep every day a feparate meeting for 
‘““ them, itis true, which they attend conftantly; nei-~ 
*¢ ther have we caufe to complain of any great enormi- 
ties; but ftill the fire from above, which our Prince, 
“ at the time of his fuffering, thirfted for, is not yet 
“< kindled in their hearts.” However the grace which 
manifefted itfelf fo powerfully in the grown people and 
baptized, did not leave itfelf without witnefs in them, 
and often captivated them fo ftrongly, that the miffion- 
aries had no need to be too.anxious on their account, nor 
to give up their hopes of them. ‘Thus I find it once 
faid: * After the morning-meeting, a particular grace 
** was perceptible at the catechifation of the children, 
“ &c.” And again: ‘ A heart-penetrating fenfation 
“ was in the fchool, when the children came to the 
* reading of the paflage concerning our Saviour’s ago- 
<< ‘ny and bloody fweat on the mount of Olives. Such 
* an emotion arofe all at once among them, that 
* mafter and fcholars could not forbear letting their 
“* tears run freely down, nor could they think of any 
“ thing, but: “I give thee thanks unfeigned,—O Jefu, 
“friend in need,—for what thy foul fuftained,—whena 
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<< thou todeath wouldit bleed.” Thus likewife have we 
‘¢ frequently felt an unfpeakable grace among the grown 
*« perfons at reading the account of the paflion, which 
“< is often read too in the houfes.” 


$7. . 


And this grace beftowed upon them was not in vain; 


it accompanied the labour of the miffionaries, though it 
is certain, notwithftanding their careful inftructions, 


they had it not in their power to impart to the fouls the. ° 


neceflary requifites for becoming living members of 
Chrift’s body. Once an old fick man let them know by 


a Greenland helper, that fomething paft defcription, | 
He now lamented | 


had been done in him this night. 
the time that he fpent fo unprofitably before, and in- 


ftantly intreated for reception among the baptifmal can- , 
‘ didates. “This requeft was alfo granted him on his fick- | 
bed to the inmoft joy of his foul; which was a means 


at the fame time of greatly abating his pains. 


A widow got a particular cafualty on her head, , 
which caufed it to fwell very much, fo that fhe and . 
every body expected her end. ‘This made her anxious - 


about her falvation; and fhe lamented with tears her 


want of an aflurance from our Saviour, that fhe could. 
reft upon. In this trouble he manifefted himfelf to her, 


as the true Friend of all finners that long after him. 
For the next night, faid fhe, “ our Saviour appeared 
“to my heart in the attitude of his fufferings, and aflu- 
‘red me of his grace.” Her joy was fo great on the 
occafıon, that fhe was in a manner out of herfelf, and 
fhewed to all that came near her (for fhe could not {peak 
much) how our Saviour was wounded in his hands and 


feet, and his thorn-crowned head was ftained with blood.. 
She now longed exceedingly after the fellowfhip of the . 
faithful, and was the next congregation-day received on - 


her fick-bed. She was replenifhed with extraordinary 
joy at this token of grace, and thanked our, Saviour for 
not paffing her by. She now waited for nothing fo paf- 
fionately as her releafe, {pent her time like a little child, 
in chearful reflection upon the firft gracious look of the 
crucified and blood-ftained Saviour, and, after four 


weeks 


VOR 
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weeks confinement by ficknefs, took her flight. into 
eternity in full confidence on his merits. _ 

Many catechumens were ‘forced to wait long for re- 
ception or baptifm ; many attained to it foon, according 
as the difpofition of their hearts was found to be. Two 
couple of married people, who had a long while longed 
‘greatly for this grace, and often faid with tears - 
** Alas! how long fhali we ftill be obliged to. remain 
** out of the fellowfhip of the faithful !” were extreme- 
ly rejoiced at the news, that they fhould be adinitted 
among the baptifmal candidates : But upon hearing that 
a few days after they fhould alfo be baptized, viz. on the 
manifeftation of Chrift to the Gentiles, they were almoft 
tranfported. | | | | 
Again it is faid: “* A female helper acquainted us, 
that a filter of the newly baptized Helena, who was 
received atthe fame time with-her as candidate, was 
quite inconfolable, and faid to her with abundance of 
« tears: Ah wretched me! nothing, to be fure, will 
*€ come of me! Helena comforted her, faying: ** My 
« fifter, thou muft not talk fo. Our Saviour has given 
** both of us aflurance by our reception as candidates ; 
« that he will number us among his people, and not 
“* defpife us. I did not deferve to be baptized fo foon, 
* but I have given him my heart, which he has now 
** wafhed with his blood, and thou haft fill to expect 
it. To be fure, it is thy fault, that it is not yet done, 
«¢ Examine thyfelf only, and give thy whole heart unto 
him, he will not caft thee out, I will pray to him for 
thee too.” The next congregation-day fhe was made 
partaker of this fo ardently defired grace, was filled 
“ with joy thereat, and anfwered all the queftions afked 
<* her before the congregation with an undaunted heart, 
« notwithftanding her natural modefty. Thus twelve 
““ grown perfons and five boys were baptized this 
ee vear,” 

tis above obferved, that fome run-aways alfo re- 
turned again. Another, called Kezia, who was bapti- 
zed by Mr. Drachart, but after his return to Europe 
went with a trader to the diftant fouthern parts, and af- 
terwards wandered eyery where about, and fell into all 
forts of bad things, till fhe repaired hither to her bapti- 
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zed fifter, began now to get acquainted with her depra- 
ved heart, wept for our Saviour and for the communion 
of the faithful, made an ingenuous and open-hearted 
confeffion of her fins; and, December 19, in the meet- 
ing of the baptized, in the midft of abundance of tears, 
and with a blefled impreffion upon all prefent, was, by 
the impofition of hands, abfolved from her fins, and 
again received into the congregation of believers. 


| § 8. 
Of the baptized it is once faid: “ One of our helpers 
«© declared, that he had never {pent a winter with the peo- 
« ple in his houfe fo chearfully as this, and that the new 
© baptized are fo defirous of mftruction, that he fpends- 
‘© many half-nights in blefled converfation with them. 
«© But his wife had remarked that one of them was ftill 
“¢ attached to the Greenlandifh fuperftition, having or- 
*¢ dered his wife to obferve one year longer the abfti-. 
° nence, ufual among the favages, from certain kinds 
s“ of work and diet, to’ prevent the child’s fuffering 
“€ harm; but the wife difapproved of it, and exhorted 

«¢ him to put his truftin our Saviour.” aq: 
_ Indeed all the baptized did not take equal fteps in their 
growth of grace and the pure knowledge of Chrift. So , 
much the more rejoicing were the examples of fuch, as 
uninterruptedly proceeded in the defire to be wholly 
over-ftreamed by the flood of grace. A man, that had 
‚not been baptized much above a year, fhed the bittereft 
tears, becaufe he could not yet attain to what his wife 
had acquired. He meant the holy communion. On 
another occafion it was found out that this man, with his 
four brothers and one fifter, who are now all baptized 
and walking in a happy path, are firft coufins of that Ip- 
pegau who was often mentioned in the years 1735 and 
3736, him who fupported the brethren with feals flefh at 
the time of their greateft necefüty. ** It was a great plea- 
6° fure to us,” it 1s added, ** to underftand that our dear 
<< Lord, who has promifed, that a cup of cold water 
*¢ fhall not go unrewarded, had laid his blefing and 
** compenfation upon this man’s family, and now grants 
“ the fruits of our prayers and tears to {pring up abun- 


<< dantly out of a collateral branch, when the direé 
¢ branche 
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€ branches had indeed feen fomewhat, but enjoyed little 
“¢ benefit, by reafen of their going off the ftage too 
ne BAY... 

It is faid of another man, baptized no more than two 
‘months ago: ““He difcovered a great defire after the 
*¢ Lord’s iupper, and embraced the opportunity to con- 
€¢ verfe in a folid manner of the ftate of his heart. He 
«© repeated his defire feveral times; and, that verfe juft 
«© tranflated: ““ His goodnefs and his mercies all—will 
© Jaft thro’ life’s duration ;—and I'l] maintain my proper 
*¢ call—to his dear congregation ;—Il’ll live with them 
<< while here below,—and when to yonder church I go, 
« —fhall live with Chrift my Saviour.”—this verfe be- 
€ ing rehearfed to him for his comfort, he was much 
© moved, and faid: “ Yes, that is true, I often expe- 
€ rience how our Saviour purfues me with his grace 
« and mercy. Being yefterday out in my kajak, it was 
°C juft as if fomebody faid to me, Go on fhore. I did fo, 
s¢ and fell upon my face to pray, when | was overpow 
“€ ered with great joy and inward confolation.” PR 

This man is again an inftance, that the Spirit of God, 
when he can once get the better of a foul, efpecially ın 
youth, never ceafes to work, till he brings him to the 
experimental fenfe of the things, which aforetime he — 
was incapable of forming any adequate idea of, or calling 
by their right names. He gave an account, that when 
his parents lived a winter in Kangek, many years ago, 
he, as a little child, heard fomething of our Saviour in 
New-Herrnhuth, and direCtly felt an inclination to ftay 
with the believers, but could.not get away from his pa- 
rents, till they died, when he was obliged to follow his 
brother into thefe parts. Here he had likewife been long: 
tormented with the uneafinefs of his heart, till at length 
he plucked up his courage and broke loofe from his bro- 
ther. He afterwards took much pains to win him too, 
but in vain; and the poor man quickly after came toa 
miferable end. 
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Now in order to give a brief rehearfa of the external 
employments both of the miffionaries and the Green- _ 
landers, the former had to finifh their houfe, to rebuild 
a chimney thrown down by the froit, to caik and mofs 
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the roof, to tarr the walls, and to finifh the floor of the 
hall, for which they got four dozen of boards from Good- 
hope; they alfo’ built a turret for a bell brought from 
Copenhagen. -Moreover they repaired their old ruinous 
boat, dug a well, laid outa garden, and for this end 
raifed a marfhy ground; ‘and farther enlarged the wall 
round the houfe, which was 10 feet high, Again they 
fought for turf in the iflands, and drift-wood in the fea, 
fupplying the want of it with fmall brufhwood which 
they found in the valleys. In thefe employments they 
were often much retarded in the midft of fummer by 
{now and ice, and were expofed withal, in cafe of thick 
_ fogs, to many dangers, not to mention that fewel and 
food are both much fcarcer in Fifher’s-Inlet, than in 
‘Balls-River; rein-deer and eider-fowls being feldom, 
and feveral kinds of fifhes not at all to be feen here. 
However they begun to catch fome large codd, and the 
Greenlanders found, two leagues off, a place where 
hallibuts are. | : 

The Greenlanders met with greater difficulties in point 
of provifions this year than laft, having it not in their 


_ power to deliver above half the quantity of blubber to - 
. the merchant; which, notwithftanding, again amount- 


ed to more than all’ he could. otherwife colle&t out of all 
thefe parts, though the country was filled with ftrangers. 
‚ Befides, they were overtaken by many dangers, out of 
which they were wonderfully delivered. One of them 
being once obliged to fly to land for fhelter from ftorms 
and ice, juft then the wind rent a great ftone down from 
a rock above him, which he could not pofhbly efcape. 
But while he was expedting to be dafhed to pieces, it 
{truck againft a fmaller piece of rock and ftopped. 

A little boy, playing with a large fith-hook, ftuck it 


into his meuth, fo that it hung to his cheek. There 


was no other way, but to tear it out, and the wound 
was fortunately healed. 

As fome Greenland women were gone ‘out in thick 
weather to feck eggs, they faw fomething white. lying in 
the fea, and paddled to it, fuppofing it to be a piece of 
ice, which they defigned to take with them ‘to cool their 
drink. But on their nearer approach, they faw, that it 
was a monftrous white bear, Some that had neyer feen 

one 
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one before, were frighted and fcreamed out, but the beaft 
‚Jay fill without attempting to fwim after them. They 
fetched fome Greenlanders with guns, but he. was 
one. | 

While the houfes were repairing, a great ftone fell 
upon a widow’s leg, and a girl’s body, but without any 
particular harm. Some children who, according to the 
cuftom of the Greenlanders, were fitting on an old roof 
lately repaired to bafk in the fun, were fcarce come 
payee at Tomebody’s bidding, before the whole roof: 
ell in. | 

The widows being juft moved into their houfe, and 
all afleep, in the night one of them was awaked by the 
cracking of the roof; fhe awaked the reft and bid them 
all lie clofe to the wall. .They had fcarce done fo, before 
the roof burft in the middle, broke to pieces moft of 
their houfhold-ftuff, and left only a hollow paflage by 
the wall, on which the crofs-beams refted, and this way 
they could all creep out unhurt. 

Two little boys, that were gone out a fifhing, were 
overtaken by a ftorm andoverfet. But two brethren 
came'to them, righted them, and brought them to land. 
Ohe of them „was almoft dead, and was very much 
bloated by the quantity of fea-water he had taken im 
He took fome ftomachie drops in brandy, which fooh 
yecovered him again, . 


§ 10. hy | 
On the other hand, the boy Ludwig, who, in a high 
_ wind, was gone after his father a catching feals, loft his 
life in the waves, and could not be found again. He was 
baptized this year, was diligent in learning to read, and, 
befides the fchool, went to a Greenland helper. to learn 
to fing; who teftified of him, that he often fpoke to 
him with feeling of the ftate of his heart. He behaved 
in general very well; only fometimes complaints were 
heard, that he was very headftrong, and not to be drawn. 
from his purpofe, as this his laft act fhewed, he having 


gone after his father againft his mother’s will. This is 


the general fault of the Greenland youth, and as the pa- 
rents indulge their children from their infancy in their 

- whole will, they reap this fruit for their pains, that the 
> children 
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children afterwards will not do as the parents would have 
them. For among the Greenlanders the rule is inverted. 
It cannot be afked: Where is the father, that does not 
-chaftife his fon? but rather, where is the father that does 
chaftife his fon ? except indeed we urge. them to it for 
fome flagrant crime*. And this melancholy accident 
afforded us an occafion of admonifhing the parents to 
bend the wills of their children, while young, in order 
to fave themfelves much perplexity and trouble after- 
‘wards. es eh 

Befides this boy, fix fouls paffed into eternity, among 
whom was Laban, a relation of the firftling John. He, 
with his. wife and two daughters, was laft year admitted 
to baptifm, and fince that time led a regular, quiet and 
unexceptionable life, but made flow progrefs in the 
knowledge of himfelf and our Saviour, and in the true 
experimental fenfe of his merits; fo that he did not give 
. us fo much joy as the others, who were baptized with ° 

him. But in his ficknefs it appeared, that the Holy 
Ghoft muft have done more in his heart than we were 
aware of. For being put in mind, from the great pains 
he endured in his breaft, of the bitter fufferings of Jefus, 
he faid: °“ My pains are indeed great, but they cannot 
* hinder me from thinking upon the pains oF hy Sa- 
“€ viour, and it is his death alone on which I place my 
“*.confidence.” In the night one of our helpers heard 
his family crying. He went into his tent, and found 
him departing. He therefore gave him the laft blef- 
fing in our ftead, with the verfes: ‘* O head fo full of 
° bruifes, &e. Tll here with thee continue,—tho’ poor, 
*¢ thou’lt me not flight;-—keep me in thy. retinue,— 
“© when hence my foul takes flight, &c.” 


But the moft pleafing inftance, and at the fame time 7 


the firft of the baptized grown perfons that departed this 
life at Lichtenfels, was the fingle fifter Su/anna. She 
was born in Innukfuk fix miles from Lichtenfels, and 
after the death of her parents, was taken care of by one 
of herrelations, with whom fhe moved hither in the year 
1760. The word of Jefus’s fufferings prefently made 
its way into her heart; fhe was endowed with fenfibility 

* See the article of the Greenland manner of educating their children» 
B. III, § 14. 
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and Bug of mind, and her heart profited by every 
meeting. Neverthelefs a good part of thofe, that came 
here with her, were baptized before her. This gave 
her great concern, and fhe faid to her labourer-filter - 
** I know not how it is with me, that I cannot yet be 
« wafhed with the blood of Jefus: O! if Idid but know 
*¢ where the fault in me lies; for I would fain be his.” 
She obtained this grace Jan. 19, laft year, to her great 
oy. 
4 Her character was fincere and open-hearted. She 
kept-nothing that prefled her heart. She afked her la- 
bourer-fifter about whatfoever appeared to her of a ful- 
picious nature, and did as fhe defired her. In things re- 
lating to the body fhe was fo patient, that if the had no 
victuals all day, fhe would not make any complaints. 
Before fhe came to us, fhe had fo enfeebled her taber- 
nacle, by her too great willingnefs, and carrying too 
reat burdens at the time of hunting the rein-deer, that 
the brought the blood-fpitting along with her, which 
continually increafed upon her here, as fhe had no no- 
tion of {paring herfelf at all, A month ago.at a return 
of her diforder, fhe perceiyed that her diffolution ap- 
proached. She often repeated to her fifters: “*O! how 
** olad am I, that I have a Sayiour! if I could not rel 
* upon him, how fhould I be afraid of death!” When 
a child was lately buried, fhe jaw through the window 
the funeral-procefien, and {aid afterwards to her fitters: 
<< O that was fine! how fweetly you fung! ye will fing 
“ at my funeral in the fame manner ;” and ftruck up 
<< the verfe: * When in the arms of Jefus—my mouth 
** fhall pallid grow, &c.” One of her moft favourite 
verfes in her ficknefs was out of the litany: “ Think 
“ on thy Son’s fo bitter death,—his five dear wounds 
* and thorny wreath,—for they have full atonement 
“ made,—for all the world a ranfom paid :—this com- 
“* forts us eternally,—and makes us hope for mercy 
*€ free.” ‘This fhe; repeated as a prayer day and night, 
wnen fhe was able to fing no more. Being afked a few 
days ago by her hoftefs, if fhe then would ftay no longer 
with us? fhe anfwered: “I do not like to hear any 
“thing more of that, do but willingly let me go to our- 
* Saviour.” And a fifter making this reply: Go then 
in 


~ 
- 
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in peace: fhe added: “ Oh! how I long for Jefus! 
« ©! might he but come quickly, and take me to him- 
« felf!” The day before yefterday, fhe many times re- 


peated her thanks and praifes, that our Saviour had 


fought and found her, and that fhe could rely firmly up- 


on him. Yefterday, being the feaft of the annunciation, 


‘of the blefled virgin, her fifters were exceeding chearful, 
and fpent the whole day between the meetings in fing« 
ing; the ftruck up among them with her feeble voice, 
and, when fhe could fing no more, fhe fighed and faid : 
A tent, ’tis true, fick and weary d,—but a lively fpirit*. In 
the night fhe faid feveral times: ‘¢ Ah! my Saviour, 
<< come foon, O come, yea, come, Lord Jefus ?* She 
would have her fifters ftill fing her feveral verfes, which 
‘ during her ficknefs fhe always wanted to have fung, 
among which one of her deareft ones was: “* I thank 
«© thee with good reafon,—O Jefu, friend in need, &c.” 
Laft of all the faid ; fing me yet Pibik/ara nelliupet, &c. 
* Now ftrikes my hour; now runs my fpring,—that 
“ blood-ftream now does roll ;—its rulhing found te 
‘¢ reft doth fing—my body and my foul.” Then fhe 
jay ftill awhile; but at day-break fhe haftily raifed her- 
felf up, looking ftedfaftly upwards. And the fifters, 
who fat by her and held her, afking, what fhe looked 
at? fhe anfwered: “ that great. light! do but fee that 
*© great light!” and wanted to get up and go and meet 
it, but fank down again into her fifters arms, and de- 
parted March 26, near fix o’clock in the morning, about 
~ the 24th year of her age. | 
Now this is the firft of the flowers planted and blown 


iG in this little garden. It had no long time to grow, and 


prefently came to maturity. Now the Lord has plucked 
it, to refrefh himfelf with it for his pains and labour, 
‘Yo him be glory for ever. Amen. 


* * Out of the verfe: My heart’s inclination, —is, a deep proftration— 
‘“ at my Jefu’s pain ;—to be thereby melted,—fo that each one felt it— 
‘© how I love that Man;—a foul by blood beautify’d,—a tent haply fick 


“© and wearied,——but a lively fpirit.” This, Count Chriflian Renatus de — 
Zinzendorf had compofed, and with thefe, and many more fuch {weet ver- 


ies, he fung himfeli to his bleffed refl, 


§ir- 


Sp 
wo 


 ReLarion oF NEw-HERRNHUTH, 1762. 381 


ti 

_ Now we come to the Greenland congregation at New- 
Herrnhuth. Many vifits were made there during the 
winter both by the old and new inhabitants of Kangek 
and the iflands, though few of them came to the congre- 
gation : for, as to the new ones, they were too crude and 
ignorant, and the old ones were at no lofs for methods 
ot filencing the uneafinefs of their hearts. Their fitua. 
tion may beft be feen from the accounts of the vifits the 
brethren made to them. 
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Of one of thofe excurfions it is faid: “ After we had 
vilited in fome houfes and {poke with the people, we 
called upon an old friendly fouthlander, by name 
Kukillangoak. Here we met with fome of our bap- 
tized, who had been with the factors clerk in Piffy- 
bik, to fetch blubber.. ‘They were followed by a boat 
full of heathen, who came hither with a great fhout, » 
betokening a challenge to a dancing and finging- 
match. But, feeing us ftand there, and finding no 


echo to their cry, they pafled by to another place. 


Moft of the young people ran after them, but the old 
folks ftayed at home; and I kept a difcourfé-to them 
of their Creator and Saviour. April 1, we vifited in 
fome other houfes. They received us kindly. But 
being informed that our Daniel would keep them a 
difcourfe, an old woman began to make fuch a noife, 
that we were forced to put her out of doors. In ano- 
ther houfe I held a difcourfe. A woman interrupted 
me, faying: fhe would hear nothing of that matter ; 
for it gave her pain, and fhe could not now be con- 


verted ; when fhe returned from the north, fhe would 


come to us and hear us. But I continued my dif- 
courfe. At our return to our lodgings, many people 
followed us. We read to them the third chapter of 
the Acts of the Apoftles, and I added a word of exhor- 
tation. ‘The old people heard quietly, and declared 
their fatisfaction, yet they did not appear much moved 
by it; but fome young people fhewed plainly, that | 


‚they were affected, and gave our Greenlanders to un- 


derftand, that they fhould be glad to live with us. In 
the evening I defired our Daniel to keep a difcourfe, 
April 2, the ftrong north wind and fevere cold cea- 
fing, we all fet forward on our return, taking along 

‘““ with 
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*¢ with us a widow, her fon and two daughters, who, 
‘se as her eldeft daughter has been lately baptized, will 
se alfo live with us. Old Uikiek, who at Chriftmas 
‘¢ Jaft was induced by the firmnefs of his daughter, to 
_ © ftay with us, followed us with his boat and tent, not- 
“ withftanding his two brothers had once more at- 
tempted to perfuade him and his daughter to go with 
them to the north.” | 


n 
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§ 12. 

' By means of this and the frequent vifits of the bapti- 
- ged Greenlanders, many heathen were much’ moved: 
but their propenfity to, and cuftom of roving about, 
their attachment to their abfent relations, and hankering 
after vain diverfions and amufements, ftill withheld the 
moft of them for the prefent from making a furrender of 
thernfelves to our Saviour. One of the faid Uikiek’s 
brothers told our Greenlanders, that he dreamed he had 
feen our Saviour upon the crofs, (from which it may be 
gathered, that the word of the crofs of Jefus has left an 
impreffion upon his mind,) and this caufed him a great 
deal of uneafinefs; but he ftill could not withftand his 
ftrong inclination to go to his eldeft brother in the north. 
_ If he could perfuade him to come hither with Kim, he 
would be converted: ‘The other brother was prefent, 
when the father was received into the number of the 
candidates for baptifm, and the fon was baptized; and © 
it was obferved, that the tears ftood in his eyes. - But. 
fhortly before, having been challenged in a finging- | 
_ match and loft, he had no time to think upon his con- 


verfion, being too intent upon wiping off the difgrace,  ~ 


and finging down his antagonift. A man in Kookeer- 
nen, who fhews our Greenlanders much kindnefs when- 
ever they are out there about their bufinefs, fancied he — 
had no occafion to come to us at prefent, becaufe our 
Greenlanders who often lodge with him, inftruéted him 
fufficiently: When his fon (who with his mother great- 
ly defires to be baptized) is grown up and able to main- 
tain a family, he would be fo far from hindering his mo- 
ving to us, that he would come himfelf too. He was 
very fenfible, if he fhould die in the mean while, and 
not believe and be-baptized, that his foul, would go to 

| the 
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the dark place ; but he hoped God would {pare his life, 
till he attained it. | 

Such-like well-minded Greenlanders, who were un- 
willing to relinquifh their convenient dwelling-places, 
though they otherwife gave evident tokens of their love to 
thetruth on many occafions, came alfo from Kellingeit on 
a vifit fometimes, wifhed Jerufalem’s profperity according 
to their way, and advifed their relations, who lived there, 
to hearken to their teachers. 

Many fouthlanders alfo pafled by to the north, but 
very few pitched their tents at New-Herrnhuth, and 
fewer ftill attended the preaching, fearing left they 
fhould be difturbed in their heathenifh turn of mind. 
But they in the neighbourhood were both vifited, and the 
moft of them came to vifit, which was never done with- 
out an opportunity to fcatter the good feed, though mof 
times but fingly. Here give me leave to obferve, that 
there are probably but very few favages, that have not 
already a notion of God, of their corrupt ftate, and of 
the necefity of converfion. They are convinced, that 
a change muft be wrought in them. They confider all 
that is faid of God and his attributes, as old and well- 
known. If you inculcate morality, they liften with 
ftillnefs, but alfo indifferency ; attempt to illuftrate the 
matter with their own good qualities, and are very free 


.. in-cenfuring the conduct of others. But as foon as you 


begin to {peak of faith in Jefus and his meritorious 
blood, it is juft as if a fire feized them. The young 
folks, chiefly fuch tractable minds as are not yet drawn 
into the fnare of corruption, attend with an emotion, 
which often prefles fighs and lovely tears from them, 
but their general plea is, that they are not their own 
malters. Inthe old, who have been long convinced, 
but love darknefs rather than light, it excices chagrine, 
enmity and wrath. It fhocked me to fee many. of them 
fo touched to the quick, that they trembled, fnuffed and 
blew like a frighted deer, and fometimes like a man in 
ftrong convulfions, tugged their coat or their boots, in 
_ order to ftifle the reftlefinefs of their hearts; and as foon 
as the preaching was over, off they ran in all hafte, left 
the matter fhould be applied clofer to their hearts. And 
thus at laft out ef this great number of grins: 

Ä (there 
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(there being thirty boats full) no more than two fingle 
_ women offered themfelves for ftaying. ie 4 ; 


| § 13. 

On. the ‘other hand, a man ftayed in New-Herrn-, 
huth with afamily confifting of eleven, moitly grown 
perfons, that lived not far from Lichtenfels, and-had_of- 
ten received inftrudtion and been affected there; and be- 
fore the end of winter, the greateft part of the inhabi- 
tants of the. neighbouring ifland Kariak, who had often _ 
-vifited and heard the gofpel with blefling, were compel- - 


led by the ice to defert their habitation ; and twenty ene _ | 


öf them took refuge in New-Herrnhuth. ‘The reit fol- . 
lowed them in fummer, but at the approach of winter 
withdrew again. Among the former were alfo fome, 
who had no mind to be converted. For inftance, an old. 
man reproyed his fon for, throwing away his angoak or | 
amulet *, as foon as he ftepped on fhore, with thefe 


words :. * Now this angoak is of no more ufe. tome,» . 


« here I will cleave to our Saviour, and put my truft » 
« in. him.” But it foon appeared, that preventing 
grace had been at work in moft of them, and drawn 
them hither by external means; and the word they now 
heard every day, and that commonly with eager a ten- 
“ tion, very foon effected a change in them. One man, 
who had been long moved, had a child that died, and his 
wife prefently after bore him another; which he wanted. 
much to have baptized. But on its being intimated to. 
him, that the brethren baptized no children, whofe pa- 
rents were heathens, or at leaft not baptifmal candidates, 
who had engaged to ftay and have their children brought 
“up in a chriftian-like manner, he came with his wife, ' 
fifter and brother-in-law, who all declared, that their . 
intention was from the beginning to ftay here, and that 
they fhould confider the baptifm of the child, as a token 
that they were not flighted. Therefore their requeft 
was granted; and before the end of the year the father 
was alfo baptized, and the moft of his relations were 
numbered among the candidates for baptifm. hat 


_ * It was a dried unwhelped puppy, which is fuppofed to preferve inexpe- | ’ 
Tenced children from misfortune, and to be their guide, . 
Thus 
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Thus forty perfons from among the favages were ad- 
ded to the number of inhabitants, and forty-four fouls 
to the congregation by holy baptifm, among whom 
were nine boys and fix girls. Eighteen perfons were 
admitted to the holy communion, and three couple were 
joined in marriage. 

As in the preceding years it has been frequently, and 
this year largely done in the accounts of Lichtenfels, I 
fhall fay nothing farther of the particular difplays of 
grace in ene and another foul. Only as an eye-witnefs, 
I muft obferve fo much, that, when I have attended the 
catechifations and the preparation for bäptifm or the 
_Lord’s-fupper, not only the anfwers:and ingenuous de- 
clarations made by the Greenlanders of their mind and 
defire, but the grace prevailing at the fame time, and 
the emotien of their hearts, which often caufed abun- 
dance of tears to trickle down their fweetly abafhed 
faces, has fo much’ affected and rejoiced me, as to make 
my heart leap, and my eyes overflow. The peace of 
God which I have felt at the facred acts of baptifm and 
the fupper of the Lord, is beyond defeription, and the 
broken and glad afpect which I have afterwards feen thi- 
ning in their countenances, will never depart from be- 
fore my eyes, 


§ 14. 
‚ But yet I muft take fome little notice of a few public 
difcourfes delivered by the helpers to their people. 

A. {poke once very agreeably of growing in the grace 
of our Lord, which he has purchafed for us by his blood, 
and how happy we may be at all times when rightly 
weighing his death and pains in our hearts. 

Another time he ufed a fimilitude : * When in fum- 
“ mer we carry a light* in a high wind from one tent 
* to another, flakes often fall to the ground, which fet 
** the dry grafs on fire, Thus, when our Saviour came 
“ upon earth, he brought fire along with him, and 
“© fcattered it around amongft men. But now he fends 
* his fervants forth into all the world. T'hefe he has 
*° likewife fent unto us, with his word which he hag 
| * wie. alight of dry mofs foaked with train-oil; from which burning 


drops fall down, 
Vor. H, Bib. / “ given 
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<< given them for us. ‘This they have fcattered amongit 
sus; and.t has enkindled and put life into our hearts, 
<< ‚or elfe we fhould ftill be dead like the reft, who con 
<¢: tinue to walk in darknefs.” | 
.B. {poke once ‘upon ‚the :verfe: “Thy blood, that 
“€ noble juice, does fuch a ftrength diffufe, &c.” how 
«¢ this has power to convert fuch. depraved favages into 
“ quite new men.” 
Another time, being juft recovered from a fevere fit 
of ficknefs, he compared the life of man to a fhadow, 
which quickly pafles away; to the grafs, which flou- 
rifhes for a fhort fpace, and then withereth, falleth away 
and rots; and to the leaves of the bufhes, which the 
wind fcatters away. ‘‘ Ah! how good is it therefore,” 
{aid he, to have our Saviour conftantly in our hearts; 
“<< for then we know whither our fouls go, when the 
‘€ body falls away and turns to corruption.” x 
. D. confefled publicly, that for fome time he had not 
given due heed to his-heart, and therefore he had not 
been at all well for three days. *“ Formerly,” faid he, 
st while I was not rightly acquainted with our Saviour, 
<¢ nor was fo fenfible as I now am of my depravity, I 
<¢ could eafily make light of every thing, and footh my- 
“<< felf to reft. But now nothing can fet me to rights, 
< but a renewed fenfe, that our Saviour is gracious 
se unto me *,” EN eee cy 
At the evening-devotions of the fingle brethren on 
Good-Friday the catechift appointed one to fpeak a few’ 
words, and thereof he retained the following : “ We have 
‘© this day been calling to mind the fufferings of Jefuss 
+* how he, for our fins, fweated bloody fweat, how his 
* head was rent with thorns, and his whole body co- 
<¢ yered with wounds. Ah! many thanks, that we 
“ have a Saviour, who fo loved us, as to vouchfafe, 
‘© for our fins, to be nailed to the crofs, and to have his 
<< fide opened with a fpear, from whence his precious 
“ blood flowed forth upon the ground, to redeem all 


* Tothis effeét a widew but lately baptized expreffed herfelf to her helps 
ar: “ How is this, pray? while I was among the heathens, J imaginedy 
<< that the baptized had pow’got every thing they ftood in need of; but now 


« that I myfelf am baptized, I fizft of all begin thoroughly to feel my pover- 
“ ty and indigence. 


‚se mankind | 


- 
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mankind ! Ah! abundant ‘thanks that he, the great 
Lord of mercies, has gathered us out of the ignorant, 
called and brought us to the congregation; where we 
can every day hear of the great Lover of men! O} 
that none of us might remain infenfible of thofe blef- 
fings, or forfeit the participation of that grace, which 
he has purchafed for us with his own: blood ! Who- 
ever feels, that his heart as yet has no right flare in‘ 
his merits and wounds, let him go to him, and not 
ceafe to pray, till his heart is foftened and burns. If 
we de this very often, the Holy Ghoft will take pof+ 
feffion of our hearts, will guide us, and eaution'us 
not to [werve from our hearts, and grieve our Saviour . 
and our teachers. I well know, how’ it is, when the 
thoughts of our hearts ftray from our Saviour and his 
merits ; we fhould be glad to a& according to our 
own pleafure. But how is it with us then? are we 
fatisfied at the fame time? O no! I am inftant!y 
uneafy and dark, and know not what courfe to take, 
but to caft myfelf, with all the corruption I am fenfible 
of in me, at his feet, and to'implore’ his forgivenefs, 
till he gives me the aflurance, that he is again gra- 
cious unto me, If we did but do this, as foon as our 


corruption begins to trouble us, we fhould never fall 


into painful circumftances.. To be fure, while we 
are in this world, we fhall feel, that we. are corrupt- 
ed creatures ; but it is as fure, that we have an oper 
way and accefs to our Saviour, and'his blood is able 
to purify and preferve our hearts. Only Jet us not 
intermit, as long as we live, to look unto him, and 
to yield up ourfelves, body and foul, unto him. And 
now that the time draws near, that we fhall be obli- 
ged to be abfent from our teachers, we will think 
the oftener on his paffion, and mutually put one ano- 
ther in remembrance of it.° Thus fhall we be pre= 
ferved fafe:from the'wicked one, and rejoice together 
at our meeting here again in autumn,” 


§ 15. 


- It muft be faid 'alfo, to the ptaife of the wounds of, 


Jefus, ‘that our Greenlanders, both young and old, 
were well preferved during ‘their difperfion and em- 
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ployment in the fummer; neither did any of them fuffer 
any bodily harm, though many had overfet, or even been 
pulled down by a feal, and drawn along for fome time 
under water. | 
_ In the beginning of the year they had good fuccefs, 
caught a great many fea-fowl, and now and then feals, 
and at the beginning of April a fea-cow, which is feldom 
feen in thefe parts, this being the fecond in thirty years. 
At the capelin-fifhery, a great deal was fpoiled by the 
rainy weather; by which.the European brethren were 
alfo hindered in their fecular bufinefs; and, as the 
month of Auguft was well-nigh elapfed without feeing 
the fhip, on board of which they expected two brethren, 
according to the accounts received by the fhip to the 
fouthward, they grew not a little uneafy ; but, having 
made all ready for fetching provifions from the fouthern 
colonies, they received the agreeable news of its arrival 
the 26th of Auguft. The two brethren were George 
Henry Meyer, and ‘fohn Boehni/h. By the firft, Peter 
aven’s place was fupplied in Lichtenfels, and the’ 
latter ftayed in New-Herrnhuth, as John Haven returned’ 
to Europe with me. phe Tie? 
„ The Greenlanders had but indifferent fuccefs this 
time in catching feals in the found, efpecially as a fick- 
nefs came among them, which hindered many. from 
providing for themfelves. And yet, according to the 
Jateft accounts, they had in winter fuch a fufficiency, as. 
to have it in their power to communicate to thofe that 
wanted. During the ficknefs, they were vifited by the’ 
miflionary, who gives the following relation of it. . ~ 
“¢ Sept. 25, by the brethren and fifters, who came to 
the Lord’s-fupper from the found, we received the 
painful news, that fome, efpecially two men, were 
*« dangeroufly ill. We directly  fent- them fome 
“© medicines, but they had no effecét.——-The 28th, the. 
* ftrong wind being abated, I went to the found to vifit 
the fick, who greatly longed for it. One of the 
‘““ dangeroufly fick, I found -better and in a geod 
fituation of mind. He was ready, as he faid, to go 
‘ with his Lord, when he pleafed to fetch him, ahd 
found nothing that ftood in the way of his going to 
him. Of the other, whofe name was Simottiel heard, 


& that 
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that he was departed, and his corpfe carried over to be 


* interred, After I had haftily vifited the reft of the 
€ fick, two men of them following me, I went after the 


corpfe, and after a difcourfe upon the acquaintance 
with our Saviour, which procures us a happy life and 


a blefled death, I buried it, I would have gone 


* directly over again, but was detained by ftorm 


weather with rain and fnow till the ıft of O&tober, 
when the corpfe of Beata, Daniel’s daughter, was 
brought over. The ficknefs prevails more and more, 
and the fick begged to be vifited, efpecially Kiutikak, 
who has no feet, and arrived here but lait winter, 
in the {pring was receiyed among the baptifmal- 
candidates, and now longed exceedingly for baptifm : 
Now though the other three brethren were gone out 
four days before, and no body was with the fick here, 

et I went dire&tly to the found, and firft went to the 
fa Kiutikak. He repeated his earneft defire of 


baptifm; and having fpoke with him on that head, 


and found no reafon to defer it any longer, I bap- 
tized him, and called him Michael. The peace of 
God, which his foul felt at the time, even ftrengthe - 
ened his tabernacle, fo that from that moment he 
began to recover*. I then vifited the reft of the fick, 
and in the evening kept a meeting in a tent for as 
many as had room, and we perceived grace was 
amongft us. The 2d, I was acquainted, that our 
brethren, though in great danger of their lives, were 
come home fafe with two laden boats from Okeitfut. 
This put it in my power to ftay here, and nurfe the 
fick. ‘The 3d, I was called to Matthew, but he had 
loft his fpeech, and anfwered my queftions only with 
geftures and a fweet look. After a few words of 
encouragement, I gave him the laft blefling, and 
commended him to the arms of our Lord. ‘Then I 
vifited the reft of the fick, let fome of them blood, 
who foon recovered; and underftanding, the 24th in 
the morning, that Matthew was gone to reft, I took 
the corpfe, with the widow and her two children, in 
my boat, to its burial at New-Herrnhuth.” 


* He grew well’ again, and the next fpring was married, Pıt foon — 


“became 3 widower, 
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| 16, | 
Moft of the fick had sti but were fo enfeebledy 
that fome departed this life this. year, and others the . 
beginning of the next. Nineteen in all: went-home this 
ear, but at prefent I fhall ipecify the characters of none 
Pht: the laft.: x 
_ This was our dear and- invaluable Daniel, the bleffed. 
reacher among his people. He was born at Tunnuli- 
arbik in the fouth, about the time that the late Rev. Mr. 
Egede came into the country. His father, a wife and 
rich Greenlander, had five fons and three daughters 
befides him, and like moft of the fouthianders, was ufed 
to rove about the country, living one year in the fouth, 
another herein Kangek, the third at Difko, and thus 
continually changed his abode.. On one of thefeencamp- 
ments in the year 1745, it happened that the Rey. Mr. 
Drachart, at a vifit in Kangek, called upon this man, 
and preached the gofpel to the Greenlauders. At the 
very firit tidings of redemption by the blood of Jefus, 
our Angufina, (fo he was called before his baptifm,) 
received {uch an impreflion in his heart, that he deters 
mined to become our Saviour’s property, and to take 
up his abode with the believers. But he could not get 
free from his father, and was obliged to follow him the 
fame fummer to*the fouth-bay parts. In autumn 1746, 
they returned, and then, as he was the eldeft fon,. and 
now had a family, he aflerted his independence, parted 
from his father and brothers and fifters, and removed to 
the colony of Good-Hope. He became a believer. in 
Jefus, increafed in the knowledge.of the truth,-and was 
baptized by Mr. Drachart at a great baptifmal act here in’ 
New-Herrnhuth, Jan. 25, 1747. ' He proceeded child» 
like and undifturbed in his baptifmal-grace, and was a 
joy to his teachers. But, as his father’s brother lived 
w.th us and was baptized, he had a defire to. live with 
him. We gave him a denial feveral times; but he 
infifted upon it, and begged permiffion of his miffionary >. 
who granted it. without difficulty, joining his~hearty 
with, that he might be truly grounded and preferved im — 
grace. In-September 1748, he removed to us with joys 
grew in grace, obtained a folid infight into his poverty 
and corruption, and in a fhort time was admitted to the, 


holy. 
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holy communion. ‘And, after his wife was made par- 
taker of this grace, in the year 1750, the blefling of the 
church was imparted to them for their marriage. In 
1751 he fell into temptation; but he was prayed for, 
that his faith might not fail, nor the enemy be fuffered 
to triumph in the downfal of this fimple heart. And 
~ thus in the iffue it was a means of humbling him, and 
rendering him more afiduoufly faithful and vigilant. 
No fooner had he the firft time partook of. the blefled 
fupper of the Lord, but an impulfe fprung up in him to 
make known his death, And at the yilitation in the 
“year 1752, he was farther encouraged thereto, by his 
reception: into the firt band of helpers. Out of the 
abundance of the heart, the mouth flowed over early and 
late, The heathen heard him gladly, and with great 
impreffion, and at all times fhewed a preference of love 
towards him, and a particular veneration for his words, 
We were frequent eye-witnefles of it, as we took him 
with us in our vifits to the heathen whenever it was 
practicable, in order to confirm: our teftimony by word 
and example. He neglected no opportunity of extolling 
Jefus to the heathen, tn which he manifefted a particular 
wifdom and prudence. He would of his own accord 
addrefs quite ignorant favage heathens, endeavoured to 
clear up their innate ideas of God and the immortality 
of the foul by queftions and anfwers; to lead them to 
‘a profpedt of their corrupt ftate, and the necefüty of 
-sedemption ; and then with a burning heart, and often 
with tears in his eyes, he would recommend to them 
the faith in Jefus. For this end, as foon as he under- 
ftood, that a company of fouthlanders were arrived, he. 
would haften home from his providing-place, lead them 
every where about, explain to them the defign of fo 
many of their country-folks living together, and if they 
fhunned coming to the public mectings, he vifited them 
in their tents, and imperceptibly let flip fomething 
tending to their everlafting peace. ‘With . oppofite 
people, to whom it was irkfome to hear of divine things, 
he was filent, left he fhould fpeak words in vain, and 
‘draw contempt and ridicule upon the truth. But 
‘whenever they entered into idle talk, or prefumed to 


{cof at believers, he would give them a gentle reproof, 
B 4 and 
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and try to turn the difcourfe upon fome ufeful fubject. 
Neither indeed did any one care to touch him too nearly. 
When in his employment of providing fuftenance he 
was obliged to take up a night’s lodging in a place, (and 
every body received him gladly) he was commonly 
defired to keep them adifcourfe. He then (as the agents 
of trade ufed to fay, who often heard him with aftonifh- 
ment, and called him: by way of eminence the man of 
God) would take-off his cap, fold his hands, jing a 
‚few verfes, or pray, and difcourfe to the heathens, wıth- 
out any concern at the prefence of Europeans, and all 
in fuch a manner, that their eyes overfiowed, and aftey- 
wards they did not ceafe talking of the matter, often till 
Jate in the night. In winter, the time was fometimes 
too tedious for him at home,-and therefore he would 
place himfelf in his kajak, go a vifiting, where his 
teachers could not, or wherever he knew an awakened 
foul was to'be met with. His teftimony to the heathen © 
was lively, engaging, and intrepid, and his public 
difcourfes to his brethren fimple, affectionate and 
penetrating. He generally fpake by fimilitudes, (of 
which fome few examples have been remarked) and had. 
an agreeable method of applying them tothe heart. 
He had the falvation of his country-people, and 
efpecially his own relations, much at heart. Therefore 
in the year 1753 he defired the miffionaries leave to take 
a journey to the north, in order to fhew unto his father 
and brothers and fifters the way of life. They endea- 
‘ youred to difluade him from it, on account of various 
dangers that were to be apprehended both for body and 
- foul; but as he infifted upon it, they difmiffed him, -and 
another national helper and their families, with the 
blefing of the congregation. In eight weeks. they 
returned fafe and happy, having fuffered much reproach 
and ridicule, but at the fame time proclaimed the gofpel 
to many hundred Greenlanders, the fruit of which did 
not fail; and accordingly all the relations of our late 
brother (his father and a brother, who were already 
dead, excepted) followed him, were baptized, profpered 
in the congregation, and are now fome of them gone.to 
reft. Some years ago he was alfo difpofed to take fuch 
: a jours 
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a journey ‘to his native country in the fouth ; but it could 
not well be put in execution. 


As to his. way of thinking and the fituation of his 


heart, it may beit be underftood by an extraét of fome 
of his letters. 
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* I have not feen you for along time, but I fill 
love you. And thus am I difpofed towards our 
Saviour. Although I have not feen him, yet I love 
him heartily ; for 1 feel, that he does not flight me, as I 
am, but fhews himfelf gracious to me daily. Ifhis grace 
did not keep me, I fhould often go aftray. . Thanks 
be unte him for his prefence,”’ &c. 

* I will now. write to you, how I have found myfelf 
this winter. I feel my poverty, and at the fame time 
our Saviour’s great love: This aftonifhes and puts me 
to fhame. I rejoice, that he is continually taking 
away whatfoever is difpleafing to him in me. Oh! 
it is well, that we have fuch an omnipotent and 
omniprefent Saviour, from whofe eyes nothing can be 
concealed, either in light or in darknefs. He knows 
that my heart alfo is fincere towards him. When we © 
are to enjoy the facrament of the body and blood of 
our Lord, I examine my heart beforehand very 
ftrictly, and then I {peak with my teachers, and thus 
I find, that I dare draw near thereto. And at the 
time of eating his body and drinking his blood, I 
receive it with trembling, as the difference between 
this facred food and other meat and drink is clear to 
me, thinking withal: O! that the participation 
hereof may be a fubftantial bleffing to me! I fur- 
render myfelf at the fame time to the daily preferva- 
tion of our Saviour.——And as I have alfo a power- 
ful fenfe of the work of the holy Spirit in my heart, 
I give my foul and members to his care and protection, 
and'intreat him to favour me with his company and 


indwelling when I am alone and always, that I may 
‚never ftray from my Saviour. 


Ye dear brethren 
in Europe, I know you not perfonally, but I pray for 
you. When I heard that the contentious Europeans 
around you wage war with one another, I heartily 
fympathized with you; yet I believe that our Saviour 
can protect you from all evil.” 


Again: 
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Again: “ Thefe lines fhall tell you the thoughts of 
«© my heart. _ Laft year I was not rightly happy, be- 
“ caufe one of my daughters went home. But I foon 
<< felt that all was not well in my heart, and begged our 
«< Saviour for forgivenefs with tears; and before the 
“© winter came, he comforted me again with his near- 
<¢ nefs, and gave me a happy heart. Afterwards at the 
' great abfolution and communion fucceeding our win- 
© ter-entrance, my heart was melted in a peculiar man- 
< ner. Alas! the man that feeks and loves any thin 
< elfe but him, eannot enjoy his grace. But thofe that 
“ are poor and wretched in themfelves, thofe that ftand 
<¢-in need of him and implore his grace, they experience 
<< it ; for he came to relieve the diftrefled. ‘Therefore 
«© T will not conceal my finfulnefs from him, nor from — 
« his fervants. "They know me, and as for him, he 
<< fees'the recefles of my heart.” BAHS 
In his laft letter wrote this fummer, he fays amon 
other things: * The grace of our Saviour has pröferväd 
« me hitherto, for I cannot keep myfelf. I confefs, I 
‘<© am not as I fhould be, yet he has not defpifed me on 
<¢ that account, but has even ranked me among his 
<< fervants. I put my confidence folely in my Saviour, 
< he knows me beft, and fees what I am defective in. 
<< When we were aflembled together on the feftival of the 
«<< Holy Ghoft, 1 perceived a great blefling was imparted. 
<< to me and all my brethren. He is our Teacher, 
< Tutor, and Comforter. When I vifited the heathen - 
<¢ in Kangek, I could think of nothing to tell them, but 
«© our Saviour’s fufferings. Neither have I eH any 
« inclination for other topics, for nothing is fo agreea- 
“e ble to me as his paflion and blood-fhedding, and this 
<< is the moft powerful, this is the greateft thing we can 
“ tel] mankind*.” | ig. 
Till now the brethren had ‘reaped much pleafure and 
little pain from this dear man. But this fpring a trivial 
circumftance, that he once with a little affectation would 
fhew what he ‘could do, opened the door for felf-com- - 
placency at the great and excellent gifts which he really 
‘poflefled, though he himfelf had fcarce perceived them 


* Or, the Greenlanders; for they call themielves exclufively Innuit, 
men. ° : g 
hitherto. 


RELATION OF New-HERRNHUTH,' 1762. 395 
hitherto. . Since then an alteration was obferved, which 
brought the brethren into lome concern on his account, 
They perceived him to be in a dangerous crifis. His 
gifts were diminifhed, and his difcourfes were not at- 
tended with their ufual unction and power. In Sep- 
tember, this was followed by the happy departure of his 
only furviving daughter Beata, 15 years old. She was 
carried off by the contagious difeafe in the found, He 
grieved and bemoaned himfelf the more at this lofs, as 
ihe was not only a child that turned out well, but, as 
he had not learned to read himfelf, fhe frequently read 
the word of God to him, which he knew how to make 
good ufe of in his converfation with his family and in 
his difcourfes to the heathen. TI’his made him flay away 
from the Lord’s-fupper. But foon after it took a turn, 
he was convinced of his error, and in November he en- 
joyed, as a comforted finner, the holy body and blood of 
Jefus in the facrament for tne laft time, and it proved an 
_ unfpeakable confirmation of his faith. Direétly after he 
fell fick with ftitches in his fide. ‘The brethren imme- 
diately opened a vein, and gave him what they thought 
might be of fervice to him, but nothing would operate. 
When they. vilited him, they always found him in a 
happy meditation and intercourfe with the Friend of his 
foul. He only lamented that he had not been able te 
make the vifit to the fouth. ‘* For you know (fays he) 
“ with what pleafure I led my countrymen to our Sa- 
“ viour, and faw them. as happy as he through mercy 
€ has made me.” For this reafon he was not certain, 
whether he fhould go home: in this ficknefs. But when 
he was vifited on the 2d’ of December, he faid with a 
peculiar lively chearful look: *“ Now it is confirmed to 
““ me that I fhall go to our Saviour, nor will it be long 
_ © delayed, for the wedding-garment I waited for is 

«© ready.. O how well and-happy am I! But how will 
** it then be to me, when I like Thomas fhall lay my 
“ hand in his fide, andfay: My Lord and my God! 
“¢ O how will I thank him that he has chofen me from 
< among the heathen, has wafhed me with his blood, 
** has given me his body to eat and his blood to drink, 
*< and has kept mein fellowfhip with himfelf,” When 
he was vifited December 3, in the morning, Ne was 

PO x quite 
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quite chearful, recommended his two fons and their 
mother to us, and his countenance ‚was fo amiable and 
amicable, that his face fhone like the face of an angel. 
By degrees he loft his fpeech, and defired to be bleffed 
for his difmiffion, which was done by the laying on of 
the hands of the miffionaries and a farewell kifs, and the - 
whole was attended with a penetrating feeling and 2 
flood of tears from all prefent, Scarce had they reached 
home, before word was brought, that he lay at the laft 
gafp. They haftened back again, and efcorted the 
lively fpirit of this highly-favoured witnefs of Jefus into 
the joy of his Lord with fome moving finging. His 
brothers, fifters and other relations, who were called to 
this fcene, demeaned themfelves becoming children of 
God; yet they embalmed his memory with innumerable 
tears, “and fo did we too, (fay the brethren) for we — 
<¢ have loft in him an ineftimable prefent of grace, 2 
<* heart living in the merits of Jefus and warm through 
« his blood, a brother at all times friendly and loving, 
“ a true ornament of the congregation, a faithful helper, 
« 4 blefled evangelift and preacher of our Lord’s paflion, 
<< and a man of God approved to chriftians and heathens, 
« Yet why do we fay, loft? he is only entered within 
<< the veil to our Lord, and his, where we alfo with to 
« be eternally.” His foul had left a lovely and refpect- 
able look on his remains, which were carried to the 
tombon December the 4th, by fix Greenland helpers, and 
attended by a large regeln of Greenlanders and - 
people of the factory. ‘The miffionary kept the funeral 
fermon on John xx. 29. Bleffed are they that have not 
feen, and yet have believed. 
At the right hour fhall we 

His wounded body fee, 

Whereon by faith already 7 , 
We build fo fure and fteady, | ’ 
And to kifs have admiffion . | 
‘The hands and feet’s incifion. 
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BOOK: X. 


Of the external and internal Conftitution of the 
Greenland Congregation. 


: § or i 
LTHOUGH I have in the preceding hiftory 
interfperfed” feveral remarks, concerning the 
- good regulation and order of the Greenland- 
congregation, fufficient to give a general idea of their 
conftitution ; neverthelefs, as it may prove too trouble-. 
fome to many readers to combine detached accounts, 
and to form to themfelves a fummary view of things 
from fcattered hints: I have thought proper to give 
a fhort and connected.account of the regulation and 
cuftoms ef the Greenland-congregation, as I found it 
on the fpot. Their outward civil conftitution belongs 
not to this place, being already treated of at large in the 
third book, as well as their manner of life, which admits 
of no great alteration, where there is nothing wron 
or diforderly. But fince the baptized Greenlanders dwel 
together in one place, and, inftead of thofe fmall, ac~ 
cilental and very changeable’ heathen - focieties, con- 
ftitute a numerous, orderly and fettied community, kept 
together by certain ufeful and neceflary regulations un- 
known to the heathen, which have fome influence upon. 
their {piritual conftitution ; therefore I muft firft premile: 
fomething relative to the aflociating and dwelling to- 
gether of the baptized Greenlanders, and the feveral re- 
ulations in that re{pect introduced among them. 


§ 2. 

There are at this time two Brethren’s-congregations 
in Greenland, New- Herrnhuth on Ball’s-River, and 
Lichtenfels on Fifher’s-Inlet. 

The nature and fituation of Ball’s-River, fee in Book 
I. § 4. On the fouth-weft fide of a peninfula, fituated 

in 
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in this bay, three miles from the open fea, lies the _ 
Greenland congregation-fettlement New-Herrnhuth, be=. 
tween the haven and the colony Good-hope. "The 
outermoft edge of this land forms three great Strands. 
between which the, rocks project into the fea. ‘The 
fea-fhore abounds with pebbles thrown up by the fea 
like a dam; and afcends gradually between..the cocks, 
into a valley, which has a rivulet that is froze up in 
the winter. On the middle Strand, a ftone’s-throw 
from the water-fide, ftands the Congregation - Houfe ; 
which, with its two wings, and area, ‘appears (at leaft 
in Greenland) like a little palace, though it is but one 
ftory high, built of weod, covered with boards and ‘ 
reeds, and pitched all over. In the middle of the roof 
ftands a fmall turret with a bell. ‘The houfe is feventy 
feet long, anid thirty broad. Befide the large hafl which 
the Greenlanders have for their church, are four dwell 
ing-rooms and two antichambers, one of which is. a 
' dining-room, and the other a fchool for the girls. The 
north-wing contains an antichamber, a fchool-room for 
the boys, and a dwelling-room for the catechift. Un’ 
der ground is the kitchen, bakehoufe and oven, and’ 
in the kitchen a draw-well, which is a great advantage” 
to the houfe, as they were obliged in former times” - 
to melt ice and fhow in the room to get water in the 
winter feafon. The fouth-wing is a ftore-houfe for 
provifions and a magazine of wood. Not far off, 4 
fheep-cote is built in the Greenland-tafte. Before the 
houfe is the garden, which furnifhes their table with’ 
nothing but lettuce, radifhes, turnips, cabbage and 
leeks. A path leads from hence to the fea-fhore, where 
a fhed is built Greenland-like, to fcreen their two large” 
boats and timber from the ftorms and fnow. ise fate 
The Greenland winter-houfes ftand on afcending 
rocks from the water-fide, on both fides of the cons 
gregation-houfe ; and behind’ them, are fmall ftore- 
houfes containing their feals-flefh, and blubber. But 
their capelins (which are as it were their daily bread) 
the fkins for their tents, and other implements, they: 
keep in a large magazine covered with cedar-fhingless 
This houfe ftands on a rock, is of a whitifh hue, and” 
therefore prefents itfelf firft to view when one makes 
Ä ‘ the. 
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the land. Above it, is the hay-loft for the fheep, and 
upon the top of the great houfe there is a turf-loft. 

Their fummer-tents they pitch between the two long 
rows of houfes on the plain. So that the congregation- 
houfe, in which the miffionaries dwell,, commands the 
profpeét of them all. But+thofe who have no place 
there, encamp on either fide of the houfe, near the 
fea-coalt. During the winter-feafon, their women’s- 
boats, turned if FP down, are kept in this place, fup- 
potted by poles, and under them they put up their 
kajaks, tent-ftakes, and fifhing-utenfils. Behind the 
houfes towards the north is the burying-ground for the 
baptized, and-another juft by for thofe who have not 
been baptized. The tombs are made up of ftones on the 
rock, and being covered with fods, they grow green, 
and look in this wildernefs like the beds of a garden. 

As barren and rough as this country in general is, 
fo green and pleafant does this little Greenland-village 
look; for the Greenland-houfes are covered on the tops 
and fides with verdant herbage and fcurvy-grafs. , On. 
the fpot, that formerly confifted of nothing but fand, 
nay on the very rocks grows now the fineit grafs, the 
ground being manured for fo many years with the blood 
and fat of their feals. And when the Greenlanders 
live in their winter-houfes, one may fee every evening, 
yea throughout the whole night, a beautiful illumina- 
tion, which is the more agreeable, as the houfes ftand 
in two parallel lines, are of equal height, and have | 
light in all the windows. oy 


| | $ 3. | 
ı Lichtenfels, the fecond Greenland -congregation, lies 
thirty-fix. leagues further towards the fouth in Fither’s- 
Inlet. On the moft foutliern ground there, which is 
an ifland eight leagues in circumference, there is, not 
far from the fea, a little narrow cove running into the 
land, furröunded with barren rocks. This place, though 
otherwife very difagreeable to Europeans, was fixed 
upon by Matthew Stach in the year 1758 for a new 
iniffion, chiefly becaufe it is above a league nearer to 
the open fea than the factory is. The meeting-houfe 
erected there in the year 1761, is indeed only one ftory 
| high, 
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high, but has two entries; and the congregation-hall has 
no pillars, and is every way more beautiful, durable,» 
and fomewhat larger than that at New-Herrnhuth ; but 
it ftands in a nook, where no one would have looked ° 
for human creatures. Adjoining are three dwelling-. 
rooms, two fmall chambers; and a kitchen. Behind 
this houfe the brethren have raifed a boggy place for a 
garden; they have alfo converted part of their dwelling- _ 
houfe into a fheep-cote, and.on the fide have built a 
ftore-houfe of boards. Before it there are as yet only. 
four Greenland-houfes built, and the place itfelf is but 
narrow; but on the other fide of the cove, which at low 
water can be walked over, there is room for more habita-" 
tions. The burying-ground is not far from  thenery 
‘They have this advantage, that their rivulet neither freez- - 
es nor grows dry. The congregation there: confifts at" 
prefent of about 170 Greenlanders. I will chiefly con- 
fine myfelf to the defcription of New-Herrnhuth, from 
whence a competent idea of this daughter-congregation. 
may of courfe be formed. | DS at 


4 ea A 
At my departure from Greenland there lived at New« 
Herrnhüth 470 Greenlanders in fixteen houfes: “Three 
of thefe are choir-houfes. In one live “fifty-five fingle. 
men and boys; in another feventy-eight fingle women 
and girls; and to the third belong fıxty-two widows« 
The chief part of thefe laft live together in this houfe, but 
others, who have children, - live with families in. other‘ 
houfes. 2 ie 
There are fixty-four families, a few widowers in- 
cluded; thefe have divided themfelves into the thirteen 
other houfes ; fo that a fet of families, from two ta 
feven, live together in one houfe. Each family keeps — 
not only their own children, till they are of fuch an age, 
that they can refort to the choir-houfes, according to 9 
cuftom of the Brethren’s congregation, (of which more — 
hereafter) but if their circumftances allow of it, they alfo 
take orphans under their care; and if they have no chil- 
dren of their own, they frequently adopt others, And 
fince the up-grown fingle women and widows cannot 
maintain themfelves without a provider, they generally 
have 
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have a dependence on fome family, from whom (added 
‚to what they can earn for themfelves) they receive their 
- Maintenance, and in ‘return render them all the fervices 
that they can. And as no fingle man can keep houfe, 
except he has a mother or fifter, becaufe among the 
very heathen, it is not ufual that a fingle man keeps 
houfe with a fervant-maid, he is under a neceflity of 
affociating himfelf to fome family or other. Nay even 
though his mother houfewifes as fhe pleafes with what 
he earns for her and her children, or when he difpofes 
of his own himfelf, yet it muft {till be done in fellow- 
{hip with that family, with whom fhe and the reft of 
her. children ftand in connexion. 

Thus alchough the Greenlanders are not very prolific, 
having feldom more than fix children, and many _fa- 
milies none at all,- yet if the head is an able provider, 
a fahlily may become pretty numerous, by adopting 
and caring for poor children, widows, and fingle wo- 
men, who are as it were their inmates. For the mott 
part, it cannot be fuppofed of one Greenland-provider, 
that is, one that catches feals, that he is able to main- 
tairt. more than four or five perfons. ,Amongft our 
people, a middling family confifts generally of eight or 
ten perfons, But there are fome poor ones, confifting 
of fewer; and others again of a greater number, fo that 
we have one family that has feventeen fouls. 


In the fummer-feafon, when the Greenlanders aré 
moving to and fro to feek provilion, and dwell in tentsg 
each family lives apart. But the poor, who can pro- 
vide no tent for themfelves, are taken in by others ; 
thus. aged. parents commonly lodge with their ch 
. children... Many widows with their children have a tent 
to themfelves. When feveral families are together; 
heverthelefs each carries on its houfekeeping apart, and 
has its own proper fire-place and refting-place in the 
tent. - | | Ei 
The women’s-boats are thé moft expenfive to keep 
in proper repair, becaufe they muft every year be 
covered anew with the beft fkins, and the wood-work 
wants continual mending ; confequently a family cark 
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afford to have but one. Among our Greenlanders, there are 
thirty-two families that have women’s-boats: the others 
are helped along by their friends. On the other hand, 
every man muft have a kajak and all neceflary imple- 
ments, to the end that if he even is not capable of 
catching feals, he may at leaft be able.to come at fome 
fowls and fifh for his fuftenance. 1 | 
In the winter-feafon, more than one family always 
live, together in one houfe, that fo it may the eafier 
be built, kept in repair, and competently warmed by 
the number of lamps. As the Greenland nation have 
no fubordination among themfelves, no one has any 
authority over the other in the houfe, except that the 
children obey their parents, and other adult fingle peo- 
ple and widows work for their provider, and are main- 
tained by him. However, neareft relations keep mer 
much together, and conform to the advice of the elde 
and moft experienced amongft them. 


§ 6. | | 


In this outward regulation and manner of life, which 

T have hitherto defcribed, there is little or no difference 
between the baptized and the other Greenlanders ; nei- 
ther has it been found convenient to make any material 
alteration. ‘The capital difference confifts in this, that 
they no more'rove to and fro as heretofore in the coun-: 
try, nor live at feveral miles diftance from their teach- 
ers, but keep elofe ‘ta them, in order to enjoy their 
inftruction, infpection and dire€tion, Here, one might 
at firft be induced to fuppofe, that it would be better 
for them to live in the places of their nativity, or to 
move about the country, fince they would undoubtedly 
find their fuftenance more eafily in the way they were local- 
ly ufed to; and onthe other hand, that their walk and 
words might induce the wild and diftant heathen to 
embrace the faith, and thus they would further the 
{preading of the gafpel, efpecially in fuch places where 
the miflionaries cannot go, Experience however has 
hitherto proved the contrary. For as to their main- 
tenance, though the wild Greenlanders have every year 
more ftore of game and fith in their own places than 
ours have here, yet before the end of the winter they” 

u are 
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are reduced to fuch poverty, that they are obliged to ap- 
ply to ours for affiftance; their carelefs way of life ren- 
dering them incapable of hufbanding advantageoufly the 
bleflings and good creatures of God. And notwith- 
ftanding the difadvantage the baptized labour under, 
when they leave their former habitations, of being oblig- 
ed to learn a different method of fifhing and hunting 
- feals, yet they have the advantage of being affifted by 
the others in learning fo good an ceconomy, as to main- 
tain themfelves, earn fomething to {pare for others, and 
alfo prove ferviceable to the commerce. 

And as to the furtherance of the gofpel, very little 
would come out of it, if the Greenlanders direétly after 
their baptifm were allowed to travel about whitherfoever 
they pleafed, efpecially in fuch far diftant parts where they 
could not eafily be vifited. The weak fpark of faith, 
when deprived of daily nourifhment, would foon be ex- 
tinguifhed, and the mind fo lately enlightened, when 
totally deftitute of inftruction, would be again over- 
whelmed with darknefs; or their deeply-rooted fuper- 
ftition, recovering ftrength, and. mixing itfelf with their 
faint notions of truth, would produce a Samaritan 
kind of religion (2 Kings xvii. 24, 28, 29.) Not to men-. 
tion that their heathenifh acquaintances and relations 
would fpare no pains, to enfnare the young people if 
not the aged into downright heathenifm again, in order 
to furnifh matter of derifion for the enemy, and to find 
an excufe for themfelves. ‘Therefore the miflionaries - 
are under fome neceflity of keeping the new converts to- 
gether, that they may have conftant opportunity of grow- 
ing in grace and the knowledge of Chrift, and may lea n 
to form their converfation fo, that the office of the Spirit 
may not be difhonoured but glorified among the unbe- 
lievers, and that they may be induced by their walking 
in the light, to draw near unto that true light. “The 
many inftances mentioned in the foregoing hiftory pal- 
pably prove, that this aim has been obtained, fo that 
many wild Greenlanders have been won by their be- 
holding the upright and godly converfation, as well as 
hearing the frequent teftimonies, of the believers. ° 
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Notwithftanding what has been faid above, every 
houfe-father has his choice, when, in what company 
and whither he and his family will go in queft of pro- 
vifions. But before they go abroad, they tell what their 
intention is, that thöir teachers mäy knöw the place of 
their abode, and the more conveniently- vifit them, 
which is generally done feveral times in the year. From 
the beginning we have made it a point with them, not 
to let them depart before Eafter, at leaft riot very far and 
for a ftay, in order that they may enjoy that facred fefti- 
val-feafon. And they have been fo habituated to it for 
thefe many years, that very feldom any of them thinks 
of ftirring till a good while after Eafter, becaufe they 
learn more and more how to value the bleffing of the 
communion of faints and the living together. 

“But that they may not be forced before that time to 
remove for want of the fiéceflaries of life, a watchful 
eye is kept, notwithftanding their liberty of difpofing of 
their own as they think’ beft, left they fquander, or 
barter away their things for needlefs articles, or fuffer 
them to fpoil. PEN RE 

To this end the great ftore-houfe was built for them, 
where each may put up his diied capelins, fifh and flefh 
in-a fafe and dry place, and may fetch as much as he 
will twice or thrice in the week; for this is their moft 
common food throughout the winter, though they alfo- 
catch many forts of {mall fifi and fea-fowl, and the ex- 
pert ones among them every now and then a feal, which 
in winter (according to the laudable cuftom of all 
Greenlanders) they diftribute among all in the houfe. 

In the month of May, whei it is time to enter upon 
the capelin-fifhery, the brethren take care that thofe 
Greenlanders, who intend meati while to’go to the © 
iflands to catch feals, refort thither in good time, that 
they may fend back their boats the fooner by their fer= 
vants, and thus the poor who have no women’s-boats, 
may, by being allowed the ufe of thefe boats, alfo be 
enabled to provide fomewhat for themfelves. One of 
the miffionaries always accompanies them at fuch times, 
and catches capelins himfelf along with them, that in 
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cafe of neceflity he may have wherewithal to fupply the. 
wants of the poor,, and likewife to fet them an example 
of induftry. He keeps alfo their meetings throughout 
the whole time, which generally lafts a. month, and 
watches over his flock, that proper order may be pre- 
ferved, it being atime when otherwife all forts of hea- 
thenifh extravagancies were moft in vogue. He alfo 
takes care that none remain behind without need, or lofe 
(as the Greenlanders are naturally very carelefs) their 
{ummer-feafon, fo very fleeting at beft, with hunting of 
rein-deer, to which fport they are vaftly addicted. The 
miffionaries cannot well prohibit»them altogether from 
purfuing this game, but they endeavour to diffuade them 
from it as much as poflible for the following reafons: 1.) 
Such an excurfion often takes up whole months, in 
which time they lofe the comfort of God’s word and 
other good inftrudtions; and whilft a whole family is 
thus traverfing the defarts, one or another among them 
is often expofed to great dangers and temptations. 2.) 
The number of rein-deer is fo confiderably decreafed, 
that it is not worth their while to fpend fo much time, 
for the fake of a few fine fkins; for as to the flefh, they 
bring but little, if. any of it home with them. 3.) And: 
more efpecially, they meanwhile neglect the beft feafon 
for catching Eh and feals; and it is properly the feals 
that fupplies them with fuftenance, cloathing, tents, 
boats, warmth, and faleable commodities by which 
they can purchafe other neceflaries of life. Whoever 
therefore mifles this time of harveft, muft neceflarily 
plunge himfelf into penury and become burdenfome to 
others, and thus not only renders himfelf ufelefs but de- 
trimental to commerce, the induftrious ones among 
them lofıng fo much of their profit, as thefe drones con- | 
fume ; and yet if they are not aflifted, they commonly 
ftarve before the end of the winter. 

The brethren alfo take care, that their Greenlanders 
bring all they have to difpofe of to the proper factor, and 
do not carry on any clandeftine trade, nor keep their 
moft profitable articles for failors or ftrangers. 


Nothing among the Greenlanders caufes more trouble 
to the brethren in temporal matters, than the mainte- 
Ceca Rance 
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‘nance of the poor, efpecially widows and orphans. | For) 


as the Greenlanders are incapable of ever gathering: 
riches, but live year after ‘year: from hand to mouth, it) 
frequently happens that the wealthieft family, through: 
the deceafe of its head, falls into extreme poverty, in de- 
fault of adult fons who are capable of fupplying his place 
as providers. Even though the widow is mittrefs of a 
boat and tent, their greateft poffeffions, yet not being 
able to keep them in repair for want of fkins, fhe is un-) 
der the difagreeable neceffity of furrendering them to 
another man, who upon condition of her fervice, under-! 
takes to provide for her and her children, But in. cafe 
her hufband has left her neither boat, tent, nor other, 
valuable hunting-implements, then (I fpeak now of the 
wild ones) fhe may fee to it how to fhift for herfelf. 
All the fo-much-extolled charity and hofpitality of the . 
Greenlanders is generally at an end when they can ex~ 
pect nothing in return, and the fate of fuch deferted ob- 
jects is, that they either ftarve or freeze to death. Nay, 
if they have no powerful near relation to protect them, 
they are either robbed of what they have, or foon defert- 
ed by the perfons who undertook to maintain them for 
their boat and tent *. Ws td tert 
This horrible cuftom of the Greenlanders has forced: 
many widows, orphans and other diftreffed people, to 
feek refuge with the Brethren; yea many aman, who 
had given way to a little refle€tion, has had it at heart 
in his life-time to take timely meafures for the fecurity 
of his family in cafe of death, which might eafily befal 
him in his dangerous calling. If any temporal advantage 
muft be confefled to have an influence in inducing more 
Greenlanders to live with the brethren; than in any 
other place, the effect of which is ufually ‚that they be- 
come awakened, through the word of God, and are made - 
partakers of holy baptifm (though fuch people have for 
the moft part heard the gofpel befare, perhaps for feveral 
years, with good impreffions; whilft on the other hand 
many others, being yet dead in their fins, could, though 
in the moft extreme outward mifery, not be prevailed 
upon, by the moft pathetic perfuafions of their relations 
to remain with them:) If, I fay, there be any fuch mo- 
| # See B. HL, & 32, u 
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tive, then it is certainly this: They fee that the believ-. 
ers are an honeft and orderly people; that every one is: 
fure of his property ; that there is no refpect of perfons, 
be they rich or poor ; that the friendlefs widows are re-: 
lieved, and fatherlefs orphans are maintained and educa- 
ted to be ufeful people; and ne to the fingle Green- 
land women is a great point) that no one is obliged to 
marry againft her inclination, no wife is turned away, 
and no hufband allowed to marry more than one wife *. 
Much has been faid of the ftumbling-blocks and fcan- 
dals, which deter heathens from embracing the chriftian: 
religion. With regard to the Greenlanders, I know not 
how far that goes: but this is certain, that they would 
be kept off by nothing fo much, as by feeing the new 
converts and their children unprofitable drones, who 
muft live at other people’s mercy. For thefe Gentiles 
know of no other virtue, (for which they hope to get a 
good place alfo in the next world) + than to be dextrous 
at fomething, te work ftoutly, and be able to help them- 
felves and others. And our baptized ones, becaufe in 
‚this refpe@t they are not inferior to, but rather excel 
_ them, are held by them in great efteem. 


| N 
Whenever the head of a family dies, or awidow and 
her children, or fome boys or girls by themfelves feek 
refuge with the brethren, and are deftitute of any near 
relation there who could ftand their friend, the cafe is 
laid before the congregation-council or veftry, confift- 
ing of the wifeft and moftly alfo the ableft men, and the 
matter debated in what manner they may be beft helpful 
to fuch poor people. Thefe men are the beft judges of 
the houfhold-circumftances of their country-folks, and 
one or another among them generally offers himielf free~ 
ly to receive and to affift them. If the children be very 
young or fucklings, then the families who have but few 
_ or no children, are kindly difpofed to adopta boy or a 
girl as their own. 
But the brethren muft afift thofe people in providing 
cloathing for the children, and in finding kajaks for the 
growing boys, that thro’ want of neceflary utenfils in their 
* See B, III, § 13 and 17. + See B. IL. § 37. 
Cc4 youth, 
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youth, they may not be rendered incapable. of maintain- 
ing themielves when they come of age. Herea watch- 
ful eyeis fo much the more required, as the Greenland- 
ers are, generally fpeaking, very. negligent in the edu- 
cation of their own children. But pruderee is alto 
equally neceflary in the diftribution of their bounty, fo . 
as to beftow it on none but real objects, leit the Green-' 
landers grow lazy and carelefs, or even fecretly conclude 
that the miflion 1s obliged to maintain them, or at leait 
their domeiticks, becaufe they haye been baptized by 
them. | 3 EN 
Aye § 10. | w ER 
Thus we may well affirm, that our Greenland- 
congregation has chiefly confifted of poor people, 
efpecially fince the- year 1752 and 1754, when fo many 
of the beft providers departed this life, whofe families 
were obliged to be fupported by the others; until by 
degrees the growing youths fhould become capable to 
take care of ihemfelyes and thofe that belong to them. > 
Befides thefe, there are in New-Herrnhuth fome poor 
families who by reafon of old age, ficknefs, ora neglect 
ın their former education, are unfit to provide for them- 
. Selves, and of courfe muft be affifted by the Greenlanders. 
Now although it cannot be denied, that fome of thefe 
_ burdenforng poor are liftlefs providers or bad ceconomifts 
(and fuch people are commonly deficient top in point of 
their chriftianity, ) yet ingeneral one muft own to the praife 
of the reft, that it ‘is a real wonder to fee how: they 
fupport themfelves 2 their families, and alfo earn fo 
much befide, thte me faftors no where purchafe fuch 
quantities of blubber, as in our congregation, over- 
loaded as it is with poor people; and that when hunger 
every where prevails, our people have ftill fo much to fpare, 
that they can give unto others, and even receive whole 
families into their huts, of which I have feen feveral 
tovely inftances in this Jaft, though not particularly 
fevere winter.‘ For among the fixty-four families, there 
are not above fourteen, at the moft fixteen, whom one 
may call complete providers’ or fubftantial people, that 
is, fuch who in a tolerable good year can fell from three. 
td eight barrels of blubber ; the others can barely fubfift, 
or can bring but a trifle to the market. And yet in this 
es ee A is i year 
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year, when they had but middling : fuccefs, from 
September 1761 to February 1762, our people have 
been enabled to fell 140 barrels, at a time when four 
neighbouring heathen-places, inhabited indeed by fewer 
numbers, but who alfo had 'a lefs number to maintain, 
and by far a greater number of providers, could not 
produce above half that quantity, though they live moftly 
near the fea-coaft, and confequently more convenient 
for trade than we do, 

_ And thus the wellknown thefis is verified alfo in wild 
Greenland : * That princes have no better fubjects than 
“* the children of God,” A minifter of the gofpel has 
reafon to rejoice, when the congregation committed 
to his charge: not only profpers, but alfo when h2 and 
his poor flock can in any degree promote-the good of 
that nation, under whofe Head the children of God 
can lead a quiet and peaceable life, He acknowledgeth 
it as a -benefaction from the Lord of lords, when he is 
pleäfed to legitimate. him and his flock as fuch, in the 
hearts of the rulers of this earth; and doth not fuffer 
himfelf to be made weary by perils and difficulties and 
ail forts of impediments, to approve himfelf in fat as a 
fervant ef God, who confumes his life not for filthy: 
lucye’s fake, nor as an eye-feryant to pleafe men, but 
for Chrift’s fake, and for the everlafting welfare of the 
poor loft’ heathens, and.who ftudies alfo to prefent unto 
his fuperiors ufeful men, out of fuch who otherwife 
would infallibly have proved an incumbrance to the 
ftate. are Behe abate ees 

I hope a good conftruftion will be put upon thefe 
thoughts. of mine, to which 'the confideration of the 
outward conftitution of the Greenland-congregation and 
the good teftimonies of the refiding fadtors have given 
occation, efpecially as I myfelf can lay no claim to the 
praife; and that the Father in heaven will be thanked 
Dar °F sha; BSA 20 | 


| I]. | 
‘There are no SR fl Greenland, who go about 
foliciting alms; and confequently there is no need of 
a poor’s-box in New-Herrnhuth. © Among the heathens, 
they endeavour to get rid of all’ poor ufelefs people, or 
they let them perifh. Amongft us the deacon looks after 
| | | them 
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them, and does his utmoft (as mentioned already) to 
divide them among the other families, and thus to help 
them. | | 

I obferved one only collection in the Greenland-congre= 
gation, viz. for oil. All who have caught feals, voluntarily 
contribute in autumn a fufficient quantity of blubber or 
train-oil to the hall-fervants, to fupply the lamps in their 
church or. meeting-hall. And here the generofity ‘of 
tne Greenlanders deferves praife, as by nature they are 
covetous, and like better to receive than to give. Nor 
is it improper to acknowledge the liberality of many 
landladies, who keep houfe more {paringly, that they 
may have the more to diftribute to the fick and needy. 
It may the furer be looked upon as the fruit of faith, 
becaufe they do it without oftentation, and becaufe the 
article of the fruits of faith is however not fo daily 
touched upon to them as faith itfelf, much lefs is any 
merit attributed to our good works. And thefe good 
works are generally undifcovered till, upon enquiry, 
the poor tell us. after the winter is over, how they have 
been fupported throughout it. | 

This may fuffice concerning the outward’ regulation 
of the Greenland-congregation. Befides, one cannot 
fay much about it, fince that is applicable here as well as 
elfe where: As is the country, fo are tts cufloms, in which 
re{pect the brethren find little to alter or amend, except 
the careful prevention of all diforder and finful ufages. 
For they are not fent to act the part of lords, or new 
law-givers, but as fervants and ambafladors in Chrift’s 
ftead to preach the gofpel unto them, and through the 
means of grace to help them to obtain falvation. Yet 
wherefoever they can bring them into a better courfe for 
themfelves temporally and fpiritually, and make them 
more profitable to the government they belong to, they 
do it with all their heart to the beft of their infight.: 
But this muft not be done in a lordly way, but by way: 
of exhortation and entreaty, left the heathen fhould be 
confirmed in the fufpicion, that ‘under the colour of 
chriftianity, we feck to deprive them of their liberty, 
which would fix a bar againft the gofpel of Chrift. 


§ 12. 
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As to the ecclefiaftical-confiitution of the Greenland- 
congregation, I muft firft. mention fomething concerning 
the miflionaries and their European helpers. ii 
Moft commonly each place has a miflionary, and/two 
deacons to affift him as well.in fpiritual as temporal 
affairs. Thefe three perfons are married. ‘Their wives 
are not only the managers of the family-affairs,. but 
are alfo their chief helpers among their own fex, and 
have, under the direction of the miffionary, the fpecial 
care over them according to the order of the brethren’s 
congregations, both that they may. make the labour of 
the teachers more eafy to them, and alfo prevent all 
flander and jealoufy, which the Greenlanders are more 
addicted to than any other nation. Befides thefe there 
are alfo two unmarried helpers; one of them as catechifl 
keeps the boys-fchool, and cares for the fingle men and 
boys; the other, as affifant to the miffion, is a helper in 
the outward oeconomical affairs, and muft occafionally 
put his hand to mafonry, carpentry and fmith’s work, for 
the neceflary buildings and repairs; he is likewife a 
helper to the catechift, and is eipecially intent to inure 
the youths to labour and induftry, as they are the 

principal pillars of the Greenland houfe-keeping. 
“ In this year 1762, the following perfons belong to 
the mifion in New-Herrnhuth. 1.) Frederic Boehnifh 
miffionary, fince 1734. 2.) John Seeren/en deacon, fince 
1746. 3.) Michael Ballenhorfl deacon, fince 1747, (at 
this time abfent in Germany.) Thefe three are married ; 
here is alfo the old mother Stach. 4.) Henry Hykkel 
eatechift, fince 1759, and 5.) Jens Haven afliftant to 
the miffion, fince 1758. | | | 
. The miffion at Lichtenfels confifts of, 1.) Matthew 
Stach miffionary, fince 1733. 2.) John Beck miffionary, 
fince 1734; married, 3.) Peter Rudberg affiftant te the 
miffion, fince 1755, and 4.) Peter Haven, fince 1758 *, 
* This brother returned to Europe the fame year, on account of fick- 
nefs, and went home Sept. 19, 1763, at Herrnhuth. , George Henry Meyer 
and obn Babni/h fupplied his and his brother’s place, who alfo returned. 
‘And before the end of the year 1763, we were informed, that on the 29th 
of July, brother Frederic Beebnifh entered into the joy of his Lord at New- 
Herrnhuth, in the 54th year of his age, after twenty-nine years labour. He 


was long fick, and was the firft miffionary whofe tabernacle was depofited in 
Greenland, . . . | 
Each 
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Each miffion muft confift of four or five men. For 
fince our miffionaries have no falary, but (except flour 
and’ things of that nature, and fome Alefh- meat and 
drink,) muft maintain themfelves by hunting and fifhing, 
muft keep their church, dwelling-houfe and boats in 
repair, and during the fhort fummer-feafon mutt provide 
fire-wood and turf for fo long a winter; therefore a 
fufficient number of men is always required, who, to be 
fure, fwell the expences by their voyages and main- 
tenance, but at the fame time greatly facilitate the 
Jabour among the fouls, which otherwife could not have 
juftice done it by a couple of miffionaries,. Thus in the 
{ummer all hands have’ enough to do, pel as they 
are under a neceflity of vifiting their Greenlanders and 
the heathens from time to time. And thefe are truly 
no tours of pleafure, but connected with many diffi- 
culties and dangers of their lives, the fea being very 
boifterous, fubjeét to ftorms, and the weather to fudden 
changes; not to mention that they very feldom meet 
with a fafe harbour, and when they come home, muft 
always drag their boat a great way upon the land. In 
the winter, when they are moft employed in the congre- 
gation, they have alfo manual labour enough in repair- 
ing the houles, and fometimes fhooting birds, which inthis 
country is not fo agreeable an employment as people in 
other countries may imagine. met 


SylBe no. | 

Their fpare-time is employed in learning and improv- 
ing the language, and in tranflating portions out of the 
holy fcripture and hymns, for the benefit of their Green- 
landers. The above fketch of the Greenland - gram- 
mar, communicated in Book III. § 44. will fufficiently 
evince that this is no eafy tafk even for fcholars, who 
are ufed to learn other languages by grammar-rules ; 
and whoever in three years time can advance fo far, as 
to underftand the Greenlanders, and to render himfelf 
intelligible to them, muft indeed be endowed with very 
good parts. Hence one may juftly infer, what diff- 
culties the three firft Moravian brethren were neceffitated 
to grapple with, who had never feen a grammar, and 
were obliged firft to learn the Latin grammatical terms 
out 
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out of a then very imperfect ‘treatife compiled by the late 
Mr. Egede, who for want of the German tongue could 
not explain himfelf to them, fo that in order to acquire 
Greenlandifh, they were under a neceflity of learning 
fome. Latin, and alfo their fchool-mafter’s native language 
the Danifh. ‘They could profit nothing at all by praétif- 
ing with the natives, as they had no Grein about 
them the firft fix years. The fucceeding brethren, to 
be fure, have the advantage both of a more complete 
grammar, and of improvement by converfation; but 
ftill they, are forced to begin with learning by heart a 
great number of paradigms and compounds, and alio 
to underftand many terms not at all cuftomary in other 
languages. By fuch indefatigable application have thefe 
illiteratemen however made fo great a progrefs, that with- 
out notes they now are capable of preaching in the Green- 
land tongue, with great readinefs, and have alfo tranflated 
with good fuccefs feveral hymns and paflages out of the 
Bible, fome of them pretty difficult; and they continue 
ftill frequently to confult the moft intelligent Green- 
landers in point of the language, by which means their 
dictionary and grammar is daily improving in their 
hands, , | 


1 Mole Id... | 
It is certainly Bea very remarkable, that of all 
the brethren that have gone to Greenland, not one has 
yet departed this life there *, nor laboured under any very 
acute difeafe, though they have had to combat witha 
great deal of hard labour, rough weather, hunger and 
thirft, and many perilous voyages in ftorms and tempefts, 
between iflands and rocks; when on the other hand a 
‘ great many at the other miffions, efpecially in the 
Carybee-iflands, very foon ended their race. If this 
fhould be afcribed to the clear and healthy air of the 
cold northern countries, yet we are alfo to remember, 
that the fcurvy and other diftempers rage more violently 
in thofe lands than elfewhere, of which we have feen 
even here many inftances, efpecially in the year 1728, 
when great numbers of Europeans at Good-hope were 
carried off +. Therefore we cannot look upon this as 
” Sorwas the cafe in the year 1762, when this was wrote, 
+ See B. IV. § 30, 
mere 
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mere chance, but are bound to praife him who has given 
our brethren both courage, faith, ftrength and health, 
for his having aflıfted and fupported them hitherto in fo 
manifold and indeed marvelous vais It was in this 
view, that in a funeral-ode compofed in the year 1736; 
on three perfons in Herrnhuth, whofe death was occas — 
fioned by feemingly very trifling circumftances, the 
following was inferted. _ att eo oe 
One drops down dead, while wafhing at the brook ; 
One laying on a tile, at once is ftruck; =~ 
One fetching billet-wood ; and thus all three, 
In unexpected ways die fuddenly : 
Whilft thofe at the north-pole in keeneft froft, 
With hunger pinch’d, in icy tempefts tofs’d, 
Survive, yea though in their own houfe they tend — 
The peft-fick *, and inter with their own hand. ~ 
To our aftonifhment we fee thefe men +, ron 
Seemingly loft, their health and ftrength retain 
Midft thoufand corpfes, peftilence and dread ; 
’”Tis God keeps them alive among thedead! » 
He’s the preferver of our lives and breath ; 
His people fafeft are, inlife or death. . 


| § 15. | 
In order to. ftrengthen and refrefh . themfelves in 
the fpirit of their mind, fo as to be better enabled to 
endure the hardfhips of their vocation, they can by turns 
vifit Germany, and ftay in fome of the congregations 
there a winter, and, if their return is not found abfo- 
lutely neceflary, alfo the next fummer. Such a voyage . 
may come round to each perhaps once in fix years, 
though fome of them have waited for it ten years and 
more. ee TEA } 
Befides the neceflary affiftance for their bodily fupport 
which is yearly fent over, they alfo receive at the fame , 
time all the writings publifhed, and all the accounts of 
the kingdom of Chrift among chriftians and heathens 
for the whole year paft ; fo as they alfo in return com- 
municate an account of their miffion ; that they.may con- - 
, * Anno 1733 and 1734, —  . 


_ t Viz, at that time Matthew and Chriftian Stash, Chaiti David, 
¥rederick Beehnifh, and John Betk. ams ee 
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tinue in connexion with the other congregations, and 
with them grow and increafe in grace and the know- 
ledge of Chrift. Thefe writings and accounts are the 
focial entertainment of the long winter-evenings; after 
‘the reading, they conclude with an evening-blefing or 
prayer, fo as they begin every day with a morning-blefs- 
ing, except Sunday, when they pray the Church-litany : 
they have befides a fhort family-devotion every day at 


noon. 
§ 16. 


Their houfe-keeping is carried on in fellowfhip under 
the direction of a conftituted deacon, who fends every 
year a lift of what is chiefly wanted to thofe deacons 
who care for the miffions, and it is bought in at Copen- 
hagen. ‘They have all equal fare, none expeéts either 
falary, prefents or perquifites. None thinks himfelf 
above bodily labour, and what one provides, the reft en- 
joy alike. But by fifhing and hunting, which is but a 
poor affair at beft, there is no way of providing for 
themfelves; and as for gain, there is no fuch thing to 
be thought of. The moft part therefore muft be fent to 
‚them, and this cannot but be attended with very great 
expences. The heathen-meflengers muft not only be 
provided with neceflary money and cloaths at their firft 
fetting out, but every year a conliderable fupply is fent 
of victuals and cloathing, alfo from time to time boats, 
and timber for their dwelling-houfes, and for the meet- 
ing-houfe of the Greenlanders, for which, as well as 
for the paflengers, a competent freight is paid. When 
they are called back to the congregation, as they can 
bring nothing with them, they are maintained. gratis 
whilft they ftay, and when they fet out again, their ne- 
ceffaries are found as before. © Their labour among the 
heathen cuts off all time and opportunity for the educa- 
tion of their own children ; therefore they are placed in 
the nurferies of the Unity, and thére maintained gratis, 
with equal care to thoie for whom their parents pay; 
afterwards they are either put to learn trades, or fent to 
the academy, according to their capacities. They can 
expect nothing from the believing Greenlanders. And 
although it is a fundamental rule of the brethren, never 
ta attach any heathens to themfelves by bounties, and 

to 
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to be very cautious when and how they beftow them; 
left the beneficiaries receive more hurt than benefit by ity- 
vet what our dear Saviour faith, Ye have the poor always 
with you, is here verified. Such muft be fupported who‘ 
are helplefs through age and infirmities; the youths 
muft be brought up and introduced to labour and in-- 
duftry; the fick muft be fupplied with medicines, and 
be waited on and nurfed without fee or pay; the child-, 
ren alfo are taught to read, and books are given to thöfe, 
<hatcan read. Such unavoidable occafıons of beftow- 
ing fometimes more and fometimes lefs on the heathen, 
offer continually alfo in the miffions among the Negroes, 
and more fo {till among the Indians, the particulars 
whereof cannot ‘be fpecified here. | 
For this our heathen- meflengers have no other fund, 
than the blefling of God which accompanies the labour 
of their own hands, and the voluntary contributions of 
fuch brethren and friends whofe hearts are filled with 
love and fympathy towards the poor heathens. ‘They. 
went firft among them with this fimple thought: Could 
we but once get to the heathens! this will be the hardeft _ 
point; when we are there, we will live with them, fare 
as they do, or earn our bread from others. This they‘ 
alfo' did faithfully put in practice, and they. continue 
fill, as much as poffible, to make their own hands mi- 
nifter to their neceflities. . i 
But left this fhould reduce them to pinching want, fo 
as to fink under the burden, or oblige them to neg- 
le&t their principal affair, viz. the labour among the hea- 
then, (not to mention many by-expences, which their 
own exigencies, as well as the well-being of their hea-_ 
then congregations require;) our brethren in Europe 
have been obliged to aflift them with fomething confider- 
able, to which every one contributes with the greateft. 
chearfulnefs according to his ability. The very children, 
themfelves will not be excluded, and the pooreft day-- 
labourers rather fpare it out of theirown mouths, than, . 
not have the pleafure to take fhäre in the furtherance | 
of the work of God among the heathen. - 
Thefe collections are received by fome judicious. meny 
whe ferve the heathen-miffions as deacons without any: 
.. falary; 


oe 
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“falary,  Thefe keep a regular account, and lay out the 
money.for the good of all the miffions, without diftindt- 
‚ion.. Indeed, hitherto it has never been found fufficient 
to anfwer all.and every! demand, fo that they have been 
under a neceflity of borrowing fomething ‚for. that, pur- 
pofe, which fums they have endeavoured to pay off from 
‚time to time. But we praife the Lord, the giver of 
every, good thing, who has made our brethren and 
friends fo willing to concur in this bleffed work, and 
who has evidently anfwered the prayers of his fervants, 
än repaying our benefactors in a rich meafure, And we 
truft in him, that fince this work is bis own, he will 
further fupport it amidft all difficulties, and alfo ftir up 
the fame willingnefs in well-inclined, people, in other 
places, to affift in this matter, whofe benevolence will 
be acknowledged by the believers among the heathen, 
and by their minifters. with thankfulnefs, and will alfo 
undoubtedly be remembered by him, who hath faid: 
What ye have done to the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye have done 
at unto me. | } 
_.-The’brethren have from time to time trained up fome 
of the moft folid, exemplary and approved perfons of both 
fexes as helpers among their,nation, and thefe, to the 
number of twenty or upwards, were at the vifitation in the 
year 1752 formed into a regular clafs of helpers, to lead on 
the reft. With thefe they confer twice every week, and 
are. informed of the ftate of their people in the country 
and in their houfes, (there being one of this company 
generally living in each, houfe;) they enquire in parti- 
cular about their children’s education, their houfe-order, 
. their converfation, and the general walk of the inhabi- 

tants of the place. At the fame time they give them 
- needful exhortations, which thefe occafionally endeavour 
to introduce among the reft>- . alias 

The teachers ‘learn’of them efpecially. the fituation of 
the new-comers who as yet are no catechumens, or what 
‚ they perceive among the heathen that vifit them ; they 
alfo encourage thern to fay fomething to them of the 
way of falyation,; which they are indeed commonly ur. 
ged by their countrymen to do, when they are abroad 
among them, 
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"What concerns the interior direction of the miflion. 
is not refolved in this conference ‘of Greenland-helpers, 
“but is’confidered of at a conference held every week by - 
the miffionaries and their affiftants, and: the refult after- 
‘wards notified to the Greenland-helpers. But’ what 
‘pertains to the outward well-being of the people, par- 
ticularly when they are preparing to fifh or hunt in re- 
„note places, is treated of in common with them, when 
‚they are enjoined at the fame time to ‘maintain good‘or- 
‘der among their people. "T'hofe' men who are qualified 
for it, are then-commiffioned to keep meetings, as often 
‘as they can, with ‘thofe that refide in the fame place ‘with 
them, and alfo not to forget the heathen! But when 
‘they are all at home in the winter; they are afked' by 
turns, perhaps: once or twice in the week, to keep the 
public morning-meeting, and'the miffionary is always 
prefent. a eo es 
Out of thefe helpers there are fervants of both fexes 
appointed, whofe bufinefs it is to keep the church ‘or 
‘meeting-hall clean and: in decent order, to place the 
benches, to take care of the lamps, to bring in the wa* 
ter at baptifms, and what otherwife falls to the office of 
‘a clerk. DBefides thefe, none are diftinguifhed by par- 
‘ticular appellations or offices, fuch as elders, church- 
wardens, catechifts, &c. though they do in fact fapply 
all thofe places, and that freely without fee or’ preces 
dence of rank. If it even was in the power of the 
brethren (which is not the cafe) to let fuch perfons whö 
are in any way helpful to them, enjoy in return MR 
preferable advantage, yet they would thereby only mifs 
their aim, and do harm inftead of good to the people? seed 
§ 18. : noo (hte 3 
' This naturally leads me to the defcription of their 
public divine worfhip, both on Sundays and working- 
da S. 4 - 3 PLA eae 
Every day in the week at fix 0’ clock in the morning 
a fhort meeting is kept, called the morning-bleffing “or - 
prayer, at which all the baptized great and fmall attend. 
At eight is a meeting for all the people, in which a text 
out of the fcripture is always treated of, but ftill fo _ 
fhort, that both {peaking and finging feldom pen 
hal 
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. half an hour. After this, the men follow their ufual 


‘occupations on the fea. . Directly after, the children have 
a meeting, in which they are catechifed; and from 
thence they proceed to fchool, the girls to a miffionary 
or deacon who is married, and the boys to the catechift, 
whither alfo fome grown young people, who have time, 


‘efort to improve in reading and writing, and occafionally 
‘to affift in teaching the younger children. In the evening 


when the men dre returnéd from fea, there is another 
meeting for all the people, at which the minifter either 
fpeaks on. a text, or only fings, which is therefore called ° 
the /inging-hour. a la | 
_ T'hefe dre the public mectings commonly kept every 
day. After the finging-hour the communicants remain 
in the hall, and have a fhort exhortation. T'wice every 
week the above-mentioned helpers-conference is kept, 
And after. their work and fupper is over, they conclude 
the day with evening-prayer, which they call the even- 
ing-blefling. — F 
Badia rd wey =o syed 
On Sundays, after the morning-blefling each choir- 
divifion, according to their fex, ftate and age, have a 
fhort , meeting; thefe are called choir-meetings or chotr- 
homilies. ‚But in very bad weather, and in fummer when 
many are abroad, a difcourfe to the whole together is 
kept inftead of thefe homilies. The preaching, which is 
either on the gofpel for the day (according to the ufage 
amongft the Lutherans) or on any other text, is in the 
afternoon, and differs from another exhortatory difcourfe 
only in this, that it generally is more fyftematical and 
fomewhat longer, perhaps an hour, and that.the miffion- 
ary delivers it ftanding, and not fitting behind the table, 
(for he has no pulpit) that fo every one may hear di- 
ftindly, the hall as well as adjoining rooms being genes — 


; fal very much crowded on fuch days. 


very Sunday evening, the Litany, interfperfed with 
choriis’s, is prayed with the baptized and the received 
catechumens ; and at the interceffion for all Chriften- 
dom, and for the governors of the lands where we dwell, 
thefe words. are ufed: * Guide and protect our dear 
‘*e King, Freperic the Vth*, and all that are put im 
“ authority under him, that we may lead under him a 
% Dd2 © quiet 
* Now Chriftian the Vllth 
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‘* quiet and peaceable life in all godlinefs and honefty. 
ee Hear us, O dear Lord and God!” HE 
Next to the holy communion and the folemn mini- 
ftrations of baptifm, this is accounted the moft weighty 
meeting among the Greenlanders, at which the comforta- 
ble and yet awful prefence of our dear Lord, and of his Fa- 
ther, and of the Holy Ghoft is often perceived in fuch a 
fenfible manner, that many tears are fhed; for which reafon 
very few if any among them neglect this meeting ; and 
the very children, who for want of room cannot attend, 
_ Frequently follicit to have the Litany repeated to them 
the next day. Directly after this meeting, the mar- 
ried-people have their evening-bleffing in the hall, and 
the fingle choirs in their refpective choir-houfes, byl, yor 


820. N FEN 
Befides Sundays, they alfo celebrate in Greenland, 
in common with the reft of Chriftendom, the feftivals of 
Eafter, Pentecoft, and Chriftmas. On Eafler-morning at 
fun-rifing the whole congregation aflembles in the hall, - 
and having been faluted by the miffionary with that joy- 
ful acclamation: The Lord is rifen indeed, a fhort difcourfe 
is kept, and then they repair to the burying-ground, and 
pray the Eafter-liturgy ufual in the brethren’s congre- 
gations, mentioning by name thofe Greenlanders, who 
lince the preceding Eafter departed in the faith, and im- 
ploring for themfelves a like happy confummation of 
their faith, and an entrance into everlafting reft in the 
wounds of Jefus. After this they return to the hall, 
andthe portion of fcripture out of the harmony of the - 
four evangelifts concerning the refurreétion of Jefus, is 
read, explained, and interfperfed with applicable cho- 
tus’s. In the afternoon a difcourfe is held either on the 
feftival-leffon, or any other Eafter-text, and the day 
concluded with the litany, as other Sundays, On 
Eafter-Monday in the morning choir-homilies are kept, 
and in the afternoon a fermon preached, and’ in cafe 
break ‚are any candidates for it, holy baptifm admini~_ 
Cred,» : 
_. Nearly after the fame manner dre Whitfunday and 
Chrifimas ‘obferved, only with this difference, that in 
regard to the former they muft conform to circumftan- _ 
ces, 
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wes, (the people being moftly at, that time employed in 
their capelin-fifhery) and keep it where they then hap- 
pen to be: and that on Chriftmas-eve they keep a 
Chriftmas-vigil, at which befides finging hymns of the 
Nativity of Got our Saviour, that Coed fubject is read 
and treated of at large. - About this time the congrega- 
tion, in its feveral divifions, is ufed to keep agape’s or 
love-feafts ; that of the children is always on Decem- 
ber 28, being Innocents-day, when after a folemn. ca- 
techifation, fome {mall prefents fent from Europe are alfo 
diftributed among them. —_- Wey 

Maundy -Thurfday, Good- Friday, and Afcenfion-day are 
alfo obferved with reading and expounding the refpedtive 
narratives out of the evangelifts ; and befides, on Good- 
Friday, the commemoration of the Death of Jefus is 
performed in the holy facrament of his body and blood, 


‚always with quite peculiar and diftinguifhed grace and 


devotion. | | 
' On New-Year’s-day the merit of the circumcifion of 
Jefus, as his firft blood-fhedding, and his blefled name 
of JESUS is the fubjeét of meditation. In the preceding 
New-year’s vigil, the congregation is reminded of all 
the grace and favours beftowed upon them by the Lord 
throughout the whole year paft, and the old-year is con- 
cluded with a prayer, thankfgiving and interceffion, 
which is often accompanied with innumerable tears. | 
The Epiphany, or Jan. 6, being the Heathen-feftival, 
or the memorial-day of the firft Gentiles paying homage 
to the new-born King of glory, is folemnized with a 
fermon, with reading of accounts from other converted 
heathens, and generally alfo holy baptifm is admin 
fered, as if 
"On Feb. 2. the widowers and widows call to mind 
at a love-feaft the example of Sineon and Anna, who with 
joy obtained that confolation of Ifrael which they had 
waited for, But the 25th of March is obferved by the 
whole congregation, as a memorial-day of the Incar- 
nation of Jefus; and fince this is the foundation and 
beginning of our redemption and fandtification, and fince 
alfo all our Greenlanders are generally at home at this 
time, the weighty fubject of the fanctification of our foul 
and members through the merit of the manhood of Jefus, is 
E Ddz prefied 
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preffed home with particular application to the different 
fexes and ages, and the growing youth efpecially recom- 
mended in prayer to his care and prefervation, 
~ Other days obferved in many proteftant ‚countries, 
fuch as St. John Baptift’s and St. Michael’s, are here not 
particularly obferved, the Greenlanders being for the 
moft part abroad at this time of the year; but yet the . 
- feftival-fubjects are applied in the ufual daily meetings, . 
On St. Tbomas’s-day, December 21, as the Green- 
landers were ufed of old, about this time to make a feaft 
on account of the return of the fun; the words of Jefus, 
John xx. Reach hither thy finger, and bebold my hands, and 
reach hither thy hand, and thruft it into my fide; and be not 
faithlefs but believing, are treated of in the meeting, and 
afterwards they fing at their meals in their houfes moft 


melodious hymns on that fubject. no eee 

The congregation-day or prayer-day is kept every 
month, the Sunday fortnight after the holy communion, 
in cafe the Greenlanders can come together during the 
fummer-feafon. At füch times befides a public difcourfe, 
fome tranflated accounts of the heathen-congregations or 
others, ‘efpecially fome lives of departed brethren and fi 
ters are communicated, a portion out of the Pfalms or 
Prophets read and expounded, and generally fome of the - 
catéchumens received with the kifs of peace, among the 
candidates for baptifm, or fome of thefe embodied by 
baptifm into the chriftian church, and thefe tranfadtions 


t¢ 


are concluded with a prayer kneeling, 


2 $ ar. ir. rote 

In the public meetings a text of Scripture is always 
laid for the foundation, and treated of more in a parzne- 
tical than exegetical manner. As for the Greenland- 
helpers, they fpeak chiefly of their own daily experience 
and enjoyment of grace,’and what is ufed to hinder or- . 
further them therein; and this manner of fpeakii 
makes a deep impreffion upon the Greenlanders. On 
feftival and memorial-days, as alfo when it happens that 
the daily words and texts contain no particular dodtri- 
nal matter applicable to the Greenlanders, a leffon is 
read out of the holy fcripture, efpecially the evangelifts, 
and if needful, expounded with fome few plain and fim- - 
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ple words» “And as many of the Greenlanders can read 
very -well, ‘they will frequently read to one another in? 
their houfes, which gives them many. opportunities far 
' ufeful Converfation; and. for enquiring of their teachers) 
what they themfelyes do not as yet underftand, 


„One often hears the Greenlanders, efpecially the was, 
men‘ and children; finging fpiritual hymns, at their: 
work, both without and within their houfes. Formerly’ 
thofe who had good voices were inftructed apart in fing- 
ing; but this is. now no more needful, fince moft of 
them fing well, know the moft common hymns b 
heart, or can learn them out of the hymn-book. And as 
ftrangers are generally {truck with the orderly and fweet 
finging at divine worfhip in the brethren’s congrega- 
tions ; fo I muft likewife own, that I was fo well-plea- 
fed with the Greenlanders manner of finging in their 
meetings, that I thought they almoft excelled fome of 
cur European congregations. It is true the men have 
‘commonly coarfe -voices, and therefore exert them the’ 

 lefs; but on the contrary the women have clear and foft: 
_. woices, and fing fo regular and harmonioufly, that it 

founds ata diftance like one voice.. And among them 
the little girls claim apreference, on account of the clear- 
nefs and livelinefs of their finging. 

+ Their only fault is, that they are apt to let their 

‘ voices-fink, efpecially in a long metre, but this is reme- 
died by the help.of mufic. Their ‘band of mufic is very. 
*fimple, and confifts only of two or three violins, a cou- 

ple of flutes, anda few guitars. Some of the Green- 

Janders have learnt to play fuch church-tunes as they 

know, pretty well on thefe inftruments in two parts, 

and might become greater proficients in mufic if thought 
neceflary, for they themfelves have a tafte for it. Some 
of them have alfo learnt to blow the trumpet and french- 
_ horn; yet thefe inftruments never accompany their 
church-mufic, but are ufed as a fignal, inftead of the © 
bell, to call the baptized or communicants to their 
meeting 107. > | pi) tet 
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; to § 23. | 
In all public difcourfes, catechifations and converfa= 
tions, the living knowledge of Jefus Chrift and him’cru- 


* 


cified is chiefly inculcated, and every other truth dedu-: 


ced from that fountain. ‘The miffionaries dire&t all fouls 
to him to feek remiffion of fins, Jife and falvation in his. 


wounds, to be wafhed in his blood, and thereby to be ° 


fandified and preferved in foul and body. It is their 
principal concern to eftablifh a real acquaintance’ bee 
tween every individual and the near ‘though invifible 
Friend of their fouls, and to keep them in prayer and‘ 
filent heart’s intercourfe with him, which fupplies the 
life of God in their fouls with daily nourifhment, and 


preferves the lamp of faith from extinguifhing. — 


‘ Their method of converfing with the* wild heathen 


and bringing them to the knowledge of the truth; is al- 
ready exemplified in the preceding hiftory, >» ° 

- They have experienced. how little is effected by firft 
endeavouring to make rational creatures of them, ‚then 
proving the exiftence and attributes’of God, and’ from’ 
thenceinforcing the confequent duties,> in order the 


better to prepare them to receive the doétrine of the 


atonement, and to fhew its ‘neceflity.” After fix years: 


anfuccefsful labour, they found, that the plain. tefti- . 


mony concerning ‘the Death and: Paflion of Jefus, toge- 
ther with its caufe'and happy confequences, delivered 
by a heart touched with a warm and experimental fenfe 
of it, is the! beft preparation, and the fureft way of en- 
lightening the dark and benighted minds of the wild 
heathen, in order to lead them afterwards ftep by ftep, 


into all truth. “And Ichave been filled with the greateft # 


amazement’ to behold the powerful effeéts of the word! 


of the crofs'on the moft ignorant and favage heathens, 


who according to their firft appearance feemed’ utterly 
rc of comprehending this great myftery of god» 
tiefes int ofl ka youre Bey Coan 
They have-been confirmed in this method of teach- 
ing, not only by their own experience of ‘many years, 
but alfo by the example and atteftations of their fellow 2 
labourers among other»heathen nations. ‘This method 
has further been found to be the beft by other Servants 
of God, who have laboured in the Eaft and Welt-In- 
=. dies, 
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dies, among heathens of a more refined, in: their way 
more learned, ‘but alfo more corrupted» turn of mind. 
To prove this, I will only quote a paflage out of Fohn- 
Luke Niekamp:s foort account of the Eäft-India-Miffen, to 
' which |Profeflor’ Franke: wrote a preface ;' the words are 
thefes:1* Fhe miflionaries have frequently remarked, 
* that nothing makes fuch a‘powerful impreffion on the 
minds’ of the heathen, or makes them fo defirous of 
receiving further information concerning the finful- 
nefs of human nature, and the vanity of their idols, 
** as when’ one, immediately at the FIRST sPEAKING 
s¢ yo THEM, declares to their hearts the gracious mefl- 
** ‚age concerning the free Mercy of God in-Chrift Jefus 


“£ towards the loft human race. © On the contrary, our 


an 


[4 
« 


wn 


tal 


“© catechifts, before they were rightly acquainted with 
“ the CHIEF MATTER which a Minifter of the New- 


‘ "Teftament has to declare, have made manifold ex- 
“* periments, How little is to be effetted amongft thefe hea- 
“< Ihens, by all moral reprefentations of. the glorious Attributes 
‘of God; and of various duties of virtue, Even fuppofing 
they outwardly aflent to all fuch truths, ftill whilft 
* their ftubborn will is not gained over, they only feck 
*< the more by various pretences to invalidate the fame.” 
Likewife' page 465. “ We obferved that! the greateft 
* devotion and awakening was excited among them, by 
* propounding to them the gofpel-topicks, and difplaying 
“< before them the fufferings of Chrift, &c.” 
" The fame. has alfo been confirmed by the late David 
Brainard; miffionary from a Prefbyterian fociety in Scot- 
land amionig € ie Indians in the province df Jerfy and 
Penfylvania *..’ We are well informed concerning that 
pious, ‘and, till his (alas! too early) death, indefatiga- 
ble man, and it is alfo obfervable throughout the whole’ 
of his “account, that as long as he continued the 
ufua] method of preaching, and endeavouring to convirice 
the Indians*by conneéted arguments, he could effe@ no- 
thing among them ; but fo foon as he took pattern by 
his neighbours, whofe good fuccefs among the heathen 
he was an eye-witnefs of, and ventured { raightway to 
preach to them fimply: the Saviour and his. love even till 
the death on the eröfs, fucha large and quick awa- 
"8% See Remarkable beatben-converfions, in Frefenius’s pafloral Colle&tions, 3d, 
and 4th parts," > = 00 in 
i kening 
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kening enfued, that both he, and all the, minifters of 
his perfuafion who faw it were aftonifhed, and forced to 
aferibe glory to God. Was.I to quote all his beautiful — 
paflages of this kind, I could fill whole fheets of paper. © 
The. following'may fuffice.’ ** Aug. 3. 1745. I’preach- 
«ed on Revs xxii. 17. Whofever will, let him take of the 
<<, water of life freely. Although I could ‘not treatson — 
< that fubjectin the method otherwife ufual, yet the: 
<< Lord gave me boldnefs and freedom, to fet before:my 
<< hearers ima fomewhat peculiar manner our dear Re-' 
cc deemer as a moft benign and compaffionate Saviour, _ 
« {> that areal awakening was plainly to be perceived.”” 
In the general.remarks on.this work of grace it is faid, fur=" 
ther, page 300. “But this great awakening, and fur- 
<< prizing folicitude of the fouls, was never occafioned: 
© by any terrifying fermons, but, what is exceeding’ 
<< yemarkable, whenever in. my difcourfes 1 ftrongly 
«< dwelt on that moving fcene of a,Saviour dying on the’ 
“ crofs, and his meek: behaviour under the, whole,. as’ 
alfo on the exceeding great riches of the gofpel-falva- 
« tionyand how kindly and out-of mere unmerited grace 
_& thedivine mercy offers the fame unto all needy, forrow~ 
“ fy] and diftrefied fouls; there appeared immediately 
-amongft the hearers. an exttaordinary ftirring and 
awakening, &c*.” i binges 
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This arid: no other BER te (1. Cor, iii. 11.) is laid 
among our Greenlanders, and what has already. been 
communicated out of their difcourfes and letters, and 
will be further added in the Appendix, will fufficiently 
evince, that they grow and increafe in grace and the _ 
knowledge of the truth upon this foundation. But fince 
thefe public confeffions witnefs only of the ftate.of a few 
members of the. congregation, I will fpeak my thoughts 
concetning the whole, as far as I have had ‘opportunity 
to difcern from daily converfation and divers incidents. 
. [have-obferved among the Greenlanders little or: no- 
thing of that mere head-knowledge, which puffeth up, 
but, leaves the heart empty,.or even fills, the imind 
with curious fpeculations that are hurtful. , Neither 

. * The tranflator, not having Mr. Brainard’s book by him, was. obliged 
toturn thefe paffages into Englith out of the Germanof Frefenius.. ı ; 

: have . 
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haye they any opportunity for it; becaufe they hear no- 
thing but the truth, and that according to the Scripture, 
and the method of teaching is fimple, and calculated 
not only for the underftanding, but chiefly for the bet- 
tering of the heart. ‘They are not forced to learn much 
by rote, fince the reluctance to that tafk would in many 
produce an averfion to the truth, and then of-courfe ei- 
ther a fretful ftupidity or fecret criticifing. © Ambitious 
» emulation is not fet at work as a fpur to learning; and 
the proverb, ** The more learned, the amore efteemed,” 
has no place among them in regard to fpiritual feience. 

Neverthelefs mott of the baptized are mafters of a good 
fhare of dodctrinal knowledge. But there is a difference 
between thofe who were joined to them in an advanced 
age, and thofe who as children or‘in their youth were 
baptized, kept at fchool, and trained up by the. bre- 
thren. For thefe laft have not only a daily catechifa- 
tion, which the adult have no leifure to attend; but, 
belides, moft of them can read themfelves, and -confe- 
quently can better comprehend, and retain what they 
hear. A remarkable difference may be perceived in 
thefe with regard to their-growth in clear infight and 
knowledge ; yet there are many old ones too, who by 
mature reflexion, accompanied with.a heart’s-compundt-. 
ion, have made furprizing advances... | 

The main point infifted upon by the brethren among 
' the Greenlanders, both baptized and unbaptized, is the 
heart’s feeling, or the De knowledge, and perfonal 
experience of the grace of God in Chrift. The candi- 
dates for baptifm, muft no more be deficient in a falu-. 
tary fenfe of their own mifery, joined with a defire after 
Jefus and a confidence in his merits, than in the necef- 
fary knowledge. If any perfons even abounded in the 
Jatter, but wanted the former qualification, the miffion- 
aries would not once think of them as fit fubjeéts for 
baptiim. On the other hand they look upon fuch’ as 
worthy candidates for the kingdom of God, who, 
though endued with but a {mall degree of intellectual 
knowledge, in good earneft weep for mercy and grace, 
becaufe they are perfuaded that fuch are capable of being 
enriched with all knowledge and underftanding.: hea 
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And I have indeed obferved, that the Greenlanders 
who have been baptized, and obtained a happy ea 
a peaceful confcience, and a fincere defire hell bie 

«€ To learn all that, whereby they may 
<< Adorn Chrift’s doctrine every way,” : 


begin from that time to take large ftrides towards the 
attainment of -all neceflary and ufeful knowledge ac- 
eording to the touchftone of the letter. I have further 
obferved, that thofe Greenlanders, who have been. pof- 
feffed of more grace and feeling than knowledge, at the | 
time of baptifin, have in a very little time outftripped 
even in true knowledge others, in whom the reverfe 
had been the cafe; while on the other hand all who af- 
ter baptifm, as it were, ftand ftill, and make no advances 
in grace, remain alfo behind-hand in regard to know- 
ledge. And accordıng as the baptized make thefe equal 
advances in grace and in knowledge, they are further.pre- 

ared and introduced into the participation of all privi- 
lezes of the kingdom of grace. ate 

§ 25. . er 
Inow proceed to the holy facraments, viz. Baptifn, 

and the Lord’s-fupper. : err : 
Holy baptifm is adminiftered, either to children of 
believing parents, or toadult perfons, gh seo 
As to. the baptifm of children, the father immediately 
notifies the birth of his child, to the miflionary, and for’ 
licits for baptiim. This tranfaction is performed in the 
next enfuing meeting where all are together (for ‘itis 
generally done in the prefence of the whole congrega- 
tion) and needs no delay, as the Greenlanders are under © 
no neceffity of preparing any thing, a chriftening-feaft 
or the like. But if the child is weakly, it is baptized 
directly in the houfe or tent of the parents; and if it is 
late, or bad weather, it is poftponed till the next morn- 
ing. The midwife, and often the mother with her, 
brings the child quite naked (for | have no fwad- 
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baptizeth it into the death of Jefus with the ufual words: 
N. N. J baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Ghoft. The child is then carried to 
fome of the helpers, who as fponfors, impart alfo theit 
blefing unto it with ‘impofition of hands, and the 
whole is concluded with finging fome fuitable verfes, 

‚ In the fummer when the parents live abroad ih tents, 
they themfelves bring their child’ to be baptized; but in 
cafe of necefity one of the miffionaries goes to them, 
and vifits at the fame time the neighbouting heathens. 

The brethren do hot baptize the children of heathens, 
not even of thofe who live with the congregation, fince - 
-they have no fure profpedt of their education till one 
of the parents, if not both, are baptized, or at leaft 
received among the candidates for baptifm. And when 
they are fo, yet thofe children whom they brought with 
them not quite young, and no more (to ufe that phrafe) 
innocent, are not baptized until they arrive to years of 
difcretion, and have received needful inftru&tion.” 

| hi § 26. een £ 

With thefe laft and with all the adult, they proceed 
in the following order: jr 
, When they are fully fatisfied that it is theit Axed 
intent to continue with the believers, and are aflured by 
the helpers, that they have frequently exprefled a defire 
after baptifm, conftantly attended the public meetings, 
dropt their fuperftitious cuftoms, and walked orderly 
among the ‘heathens as well as among the believers F 
and when it alfo appears, by frequent converfations 
with them, that they are inwardly moved with longing 
to change their unhappy ftate for a happy one: then a 
miffionary {peaks with them, (with the women 4 dea- 
conefs fpeaks, or at leaft fhe is always prefent) and puts 
their defire, and the teftimonies of the helpers, to a 
farther proof. ‘Their requeft is then confidered of in a 
conference of the German labourers, and if no ‘material 
objection appears, they are received among the can- 
didates for baptifm on the next congregation-day; and re- 
commended in a prayer unto the Lord. 

From that time they are properly looked upon as 
tatechumens or candidates for baptifm; it may be 

depended 
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depended upon ‚that, theyr will ‚ftay,. (and indeed their 
heathen relations now give up all hopes of drawing them 
away). they enjoy: henceforth, in common, with the 


baptized, their proper meetings for inftrudtion, and are 
more vifited, fpoke to, and cared for than, heretofore; 
in order. to give them a clear idea. of the fundamental 
truths of the chriftian religion, and efpecially the better 
to attend the inward.work of, the Holy Ghoft in their 
hearts. Trial is alfo made whether they -can learn by 
heart fome cardinal pieces which comprize,the ‚chriftian 
do&trine, particularly the Apoftles creed, with: Luther’s 
expofition. of it; but it is not abfolutely, required, 
efpecially of aged people, that they fhould be able to 
repeat it thus by memory, but the miffionaries ‘are 
fatisfied, if in a way of free catechifation, they. can give 
anfwers concerning their conceptions of the gofpel-truth, 
and concerning the ground of the hope that is, in them; 
in all which more regard is paid to the uprightnefs of 
their heart, than the promptnefs of their memory an 
underftanding, or the fluency of their mouth. © 
The reafon why our ‚miflionaries infift fo little on 
learning by, rote, and are content with; fo much as the 
catechumens retain of what they are taught from time to 
time, may, probably be, becaufe they have with forrow 
obferved, how little ufually, even in the midft of 
Chriftendom, the many years toil in learning by heart, 
and repeating fo many doctrinal formularies and fyftems, 
has. contributed towards even enlightening, the under- 
ftanding,. not.to fa changing. the heart and promoting 
trye practical ae, he truth of this many of 
the ferious-clergy acknowledge and bemoan... ; : 
However I muft not omit mentioning on this occafion, 
that at prefent many Greenlanders of both fexes, who 
haye had their education among the brethren, and have 
learnt at {chool to read well, take pleafure in entertaining 
the aged people at leifure hours with reading fomething 
to them; and: thefe latter retain more in.their memories. 
by this method than if they were forced to commit it to 
memory. For love and inclination to a thing, makes 
all labour eafy. wa TE GE 
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jan Pen 27, * 

»< Now fitice not much ‘feierice is required of the ‘cate= 
thumens,, but. a fimple, yet heart-fprung knowledge and 
confeffion of their unhappy’ fituation, and’a true defire 
after the‘riches of falvatıon in the kingdom of God; 
it may'fo fall out; that fome attain to holy baptifm in 
four weeks time, (though this cafe is very rare) and 
others, ‘who’ remain’ defective in thefe points, not till 
after whole years ; “for care is taken to adminifter it only 
to thofe, who not’ only fue for, but know what it is, and 

why'they fue for'it, <9 5° : \ 
_-Adule~perfons ‘are’ not baptized fingly, but always 
feveral together.- "T’hefe folemn tranfadtions are generally 
performed on a congregation-day, or feftival, when ail 
_ the people can be prefent, the catechumens having been 
firft clofely examined ofice’ more concerning their mind 
and heart; (but the fick, and thofe upon the point of 
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labourers of his or her fex, with impofition of ER, 
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and confirmed in .a view to the; perpetual. preferyation 
of their garments of falvation.. , «iu 2 oud anemuda 

What. an, emphatical paste holy, baptilm makes 
‘on the Greenlanders, how efficacious. the blood of Jefus 
is upon them, and how moft,of them. go ons and grow — 
in the grace then conferred, the following general, obfer- 
vation, befides many, joyful, inftances.already, mentioned 
may demonftrate, viz. that of all ‚the Greenlandershi- - 
therto baptized, by, the, brethren, only, one, has. gorte.away 
and relapfed into his former heathenifm, ,. May, our, Sa- 
yiour maintain this ;blefling for, the. future alfo,,to.the 
Greenland miffion for his holy wounds fake! oo) leon) | 

5 gergsigao) & NO bes solIEg 
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In regard. to the, admiflion,to ‚the Lord’s-fupper, it. 
proceeds flower ftill. Speculative, knowledge ‘is notithe _ 
qualification they look after inthis, cafe.neither, „but; yet 


* 


they require a living knowledge, andy, befides),a .blame- 
lefs walk and converlation, aboye, all things a tue ı 
feeling of poyerty of Spirit, and an inward) hunger and . 
thirft after all the good things difpenfed in the houfe) of 
God. 8 til “oh sieht Ae noir s er 

The candidates.having received. a,.competent idea of 
this great myftery by frequentiinftrudtions, are allowed 
to be prefent as {pectators at the, adminiftration, of ithe 
holy communion for. the, firft time, for hitherto. they 
have feen nothing of it, to the end,..they may be.fpared 
all reprefentations, and ‚fpeculations, ufelefs, yea perhaps. 
hurtful to the heart on fo weighty, a fubjet.. ‘The cem- 
munion being ended, they are placed. before, the con® 
gregation, receive the kifs of peace from their labourers; 
and are thereby, confirmed and. aflured , of a fpeedy 
admiffion to the participation itfelf; and in NEE | 
intervenes mean while, which fhould juftly. retard. this 
bleffing, they are admitted the next ‚time, haying ‚been 
previoufly blefled. thereto by impofition of hands, juit 


via - 


| before the confecration of the elements, _ lita 
§ 90 im 4 as fs. tay 160i. 
Wissctecst med Ig AO 


_ A few days before each communion, ‚the communi: 
cants come to the miffionaries to be fpoken with, who 


learn thereby their prefent fituation’ of mind; “what 
| defire 
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defire they have after the holy facrament ; what im-=. 
pediment may perhaps have occurred to obftruét it; and 
_ they endeavour either totally to remove fuch an impedi- 
ment, or perfuade them not to partake for this time, 
They fpeak feparately with every communicant, though 
fometimes the miflionary and his wife {peak with a 
married couple together. | 

_ The Lord’s-fupper is commonly held once a month. 
The table (which ferves for laying the book. on at 
preaching as well as for an altar) is on this occafion 
covered with a white cloth. The miffionary and deacon 
wear white furplices. This is all that occurs in regard. 
to the ceremonial part. _ Sola | 

After a fhort difcourfe, the public penitential con- 
feflion is made in a prayer kneeling, and thereupon the ~ 
abfolution is pronounced in the name of Jefus Chrift. 
Then the element of bread is confecrated with the words 
of inftitution, and diftributed by two deacons during 
the finging of fome facrament-hymns. The communi-_ 
cants remain in their places ftanding, and when the 
bleffed bread has been diftributed, they all together kneel 
down, and at the words: Take, eat, this is his body! they 
partake together at once, adoring him for his goodnefs 
in filence. | 

Some verfes afterwards concerning the holy body of the 
Lord being fung ; the wine is likewife confecrated, and 
then diftributed to one after the other, whilft the finging 
out of fome hymns concerning his paflion is continued. 
Laftly they give each other the kifs of peace. 

On the morning following, "the. communicants 
affemble again- in the hall, and keep a liturgy either 
kneeling, or, if there be place fufficient, proftrate on 
their faces, exprefling their gratitude of heart with fo 
many tender fighs and affectionate tears, that even a 
heart of ftone might be affected with the fight. 

Thofe that are fick, receive their fhare thereof in their 
houfes. ‘There is no communion kept apart for thofe 
in the article of death, except it happens at the ufual 
communion-time. 

With what defire the Greenlanders. are looking out 
for the time of every communion, and what peculiar 
grace prevails at the participation thereof, the accounts 

Mor. 1. Re of 
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_ of the laft years fufficiently teftify. I need not, nordol 
choofe to expatiate upon it. | 


| | 30. 

On Maundy-Thurfday, (about which time they are 
all together again) another folemnity is connetted with 
the holy facrament, viz. that the communicants have 
their Agape and Pedilavium. : 
_ The agape’s or love-feafts (which are alfo kept on 
other occafions, as on feftivals or memorial-days, fome- 
times with all the baptized, at other times with a certain 
elafs of them) are generally begun with a hymn, con- 
tinued with fuitable converfation, and concluded with 
a fhort difcourfe. The repaft confifts of dried capelins, 
or bifcuits, that are fent to them from Europe by fome 
friend or other for this purpofe. | 7 

The labourers adminifter the pedilavium in two 
diftin€t meetings, each among their own fex apart, firft 
the brethren and then the fifters. Firft of all, when the 
paflage, concerning this holy at, Fobn xiii. has been 
read, they jointly implore abfolution. Then the miffio- 
“nary, aflifted iw the deacons, and fometimes alfo by 

fome of the Greenland-helpers, begins to wafh the 
brethren’s feet, and to wipe them with a towel, and all 
the while fome verfes are fung concerning the cleanfing 
Virtue of the blood of Chrift. Among the women, the 
deaconefles, affifted by fome of the national helpers of 
their fex, perform this fame act, the pfalmody by the 
miffionary being ftill continued and heard by the af- 
fembly. | 


T. Ä 
About this time, cues ae Greenlanders will fhortly 
difperfe, and alfo when they are come together again, 
the miffionaries take an opportunity of {peaking feparate- 
ly, not only with the communicants, as they do once 
x» month, but alfo with all the baptized and catechumens, _ 
great and fmall, in order to be afcertained how far they 
have increafed during that fpace in their knowledge and 
‘acquaintance with the Saviour; to put them in mind, 
before their difperfion, upon what foundation they were 
brought together and baptized, and to exhort them to 
a godly walk and converfation among the heathens ; an 
ta 
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to. be able to judge at their return, how far they 
have acted conformably to their promifes and engage- 
ments. . 

‘In cafe any differences happen between them, they 
are made up in love, and further variance prevented. 
If any one has erred, he is fet right with the fpirit of 
meeknefs, and exhorted to the needful circumfpection, 
and vigilance. But fuch, whofe hearts have deviated 
from the Lord, and who have acted againft their know- 
ledge and confcience, are once or oftner deprived of the, 
privilege of partaking of the holy facrament; or, in 
cafe of public offence, or according to other circum- 
ftances, even publickly excluded the congregation, until 
the party feeks and finds his heart again, and having 
obtained new grace, is enabled to reform his converfation 
and lead a better life. 


2 

Hence it will appear, ven the brethren have alfo 
introduced among the Greenlanders the fo called choir- 
divifions, or a feparation of the adult unmarried people. 
of both fexes, which is fettled in all proper and regu- 
lated congregations of the brethren. The moft deplo- 
rable experience of the general corruption of all nations, 
let them live in hot or cold climates, let them be rough 
oerpolite, bond or free, has put the watchmen of the 
brethren’s-church under a neceffity of thinking in time . 
of a needful feparation of the two fexes, in order the 
better to realize the rule of the apoftle : That every one of you 
foould know how to poffefs bis veffel in fanétification and honour ; 
not in the luft of concupifcence, even as the Gentiles which know 
not God. The brethren have found the Greenlanders, in 
refpect to this depravity, notwithftanding their appear- 
ance of modefty and refervednefs, nothing better than 
others, and therefore determined to prevent fuch things 
by means of a chriftian regulation; which at the fırft 
view, one fhould be inclined to pronounce impracticable, 
with fuch an unreftrained and diforderly nation. But 
fince the late Judith, after her return from Europe 
1749, made a beginning with the young women her 
companions, to liye in a houfe feparately by themfelves ; 
the widows, and foon after the young men, followed 
the example, and built themfelves choir-houfes; and we 
Eea haye. 
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have found that this manner of life is not detrimental to 
their outward ceconomy, nor ftops the mutual aid 
betwixt them and the families, but in many refpedts' 
makes it eafier. On the other hand, it contributes 
greatly to their growing in grace, to the prefervation’ 
of young and tender minds in foul and body, and to the 
cutting off innumerable dangers and occafions of fin. 
In thefe houfes they dwell, pray, and work for them- 
felves, under the infpection of one or more of their own 
fort and rank; and here they alfo prove very beneficial 
to thofe youths, or great girls refpectively, who do not 
live any more with their parents, and perhaps on account ~ 
of work cannot fo often frequent the fchools, by in- 
ftructing them in reading and other needful learning, 
and by initiating them in fuch labour as will be ufeful te 
them in their future courfe, ae Anna 


es Fe Se 
Every week there is a feparate exhortation given to 
each of thefe choir-divifions, viz. the children, the fingle. 
brethren, the fingle fifters, the married people, and the 
widows. DBefides this, each choir is fubdivided into 
claffes or bands, each of which confifts of from fix te 
ten perfons. poe eee 
The choir-exhortations are delivered on Sundays by 
one of the miffionaries. Next to juftification or forgive- 
nefs of fins by grace through faith in Jefus Chrift, which 
is the beginning and foundation of all happinefs and 
falvation, there is efpecially recommended to them the. 
fanctification of the foul and all the members, as grounded 
on the merits of Chrift, through the daily renewal and 
fprinkling of his blood; and this, according to the 
different outward fituation of each, and his inward 
capacity. | N i 
The bands are kept once or twice a week, moftly 
by the national helpers of the fame fex and ftate, and are 
‚alfo vifited from time to time by the -miffionaries and 
their German affiftants. | ms 
In thefe fmäll companies, the bufinefs is not preaching 
or catechizing, but' in a way of familiar converfation 
each {peaks openly and frankly of the ftate of his heart 
in general, his increafe in grace, or whatever has proved 
Tach an 
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an impediment to him therein, and they are occafionally 
diredted how to proceed, admonifhed. or encouraged. 
At times: the miffionaries have a conference with the 
_ helpers who prefide in thefe bands, to learn the fituation 
of their people, and to give them fome needful in- 
{tructions. 


| 4. | 

I will now give a ie of thefe feveral 
choirs from the youngeft to the oldeft, according to their 
outward circumitances. _ I fhall follow the order in which 
on Sundays their meetings are kept, and the do&trine - 
fuitable for each applied to them, 

The fucklings or children on the arm are carried by 
their mothers into the hall; the miffionary fings fome 
verfes with them, and gives the mothers fome ufeful 
counfel concerning a chriftian education of them. 

When they are above four years old, they are reckoned 
‚among the children, ."Thefe on Sundays, the boys as well 
asthe girls, have their, exhortation apart, but on the 
week days they are catechized every morning together, 
and then they have their feparate fchools according to 
‘their fexes, where they learn to read, and the bigger 
ones to write. ‘Their fchool-books are a Greenlandifh 
primer and reading-book, which alfo contains the ec fying 
lives of feveral happy deceafed little children, When 
farther advanced, they read Luther’s catechifm, the tour 
_ evangelifts, and the Acts of the Apoftles, as tranflated by 

profeflor Paul Egede, if they can procure them ; alfoa 
-  Jittle hymn-book tranflated by the brethren, together 
with the hiftory of our Saviour’s paflion and his laft 
difcourfes, according to the harmony. of the four 
evangelifts, printed at Utrecht 1759*. As they have 
no letters of their own, the Latin letters were introduced 
among them, as the eafieft and plaineft, and thefe they 
have learnt to write in a very neat and pretty orthogra- 
phical manner. Thofe that have tafte and capacity for 
mufic, are inftructed apart therein. At the conclulion 
of their daily fchool-hours, they learn fome {cripture- 
text, or fome verfe out of the hymn-book, which proves 


* There are indeed fom: other parts of holy feripture, as well of the 
Old as the New-Teftament, that have been tranflated by the miflionaries, 
and ufed with bleffing, but not having been printed, thefe pieces have not 
been fo generally introduced among the Greenlanders, 

. Ee. 3 m 
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no difficult täfk to them, as they are daily occupied with, 
and catechized upon fuchlike matters. ! h 
In the afternoon there is no fchool kept, becaufe both. 
the brethren are otherwife engaged, and the children 
then afift their parents in houfhold affairs; the boys alfo 
muft exercife themfelves in rowing their kajaks, and 
throwing darts. In the fummer, when they go abroad 
with their parents, the fchool is intirely intermitted. 
And yet they make quicker progrefs in learning, than 
one fhould expeé from Greenland children. I obferved, 
that many children learnt to read in one winter, and 
fome youths by repeating their leflon at home to one 
another, havé learnt by heart the fecond, which is the 
largeft part of the Creed in one day. But all muft be 
done without compulfion. They are in general very 
willing and eager to learn, and when they grow weary, 
the on'y way to encourage them is, by kindnefs and 
heartinefs. | 
When they attain to the age of twelve years, et en 
received into the great boys or great girls choir. From 
that time they commonly live in the /ingle brethren’s or fin- 
gle filers choir-houfé ; and when twenty years of age, they 
are incorporated into the choir of the fingle brethren or 
fingle fitters. The boys diet with their parents or 
relations; but the girls fetch their victuals from their 
parents, and drefs it in their houfe. Yet fuch of them 
“who are at fervice in fome family, and perhaps tend 
children, have their fupport and abode with them by 
day. Bir ie 


How the marritd people ER their @conomical afı 
fairs, and treat their children, is already mentioned 
above *. 2 

The brethren dé not allow here, any more than in 
other congregations, that fingle péeple of different fexes 
have any familiar converfation with each other publicly 
(much lefs privately) except what the moft neceflary ci- 
vil affairs may require; or that they carry on courtfhips 
for years together, whereby occafion is often given fot 
hurtful fpeeches, if not aétions. A widower, efpecially 
if he hath {mall children, cannot remain long without a 

| * § 4, and 5, 2 

elp- 
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helpmate.. And as foon as a fingle Greenlander has at-- 
tained his 20th year, and is judged capable of maintain- 
ing a family, marriage muft be thought of for him too.. 
In this point they are cared for by their parents, or, if 
they have none living, by their teachers. For although 
every one is at liberty to move the matter himfelf, yet — 
they feldom do it, well-knowing that the brethren ftudy 
their good, and yet withal allow them all the liberty 
they can with for. The altering of his condition is pro-. 
pofed to fuch a young man; heis interrogated whether, . 
or no he has made his choice already? if he has, it is 
gladly approved of, unlefs there is ground to fear its pro- 
ving detrimental to. his temporal and fpiritual welfare, 
or that it is the contrivance of over-bufy and unwife 
people. But if he has not fixed on any perfon, then a 
propofal is made to him. And as the miffionaries re- 
ferve the power, in cafe of a too hafty or abfurd choice, 
to deny the Greenlander the marriage-ceremöny ; fo 
likewife the Greenlander has it at his option, to reject a. 
prepofal made to him. Proper time having been taken 
to confider of the matter, and the man being come te 
a refolution, the affair is communicated to the intended 
fpoufe: the men indeed are not fo difficult, but the 
women ftart more fcruples. For though they no more 
imitate the former unfeemly geftures of the heathens, 
pull off their hair and run away in a fury, yet they of- 
ten give a flat denial, after which all perfualions are in 
vain. When.the two parties concerned are come to an 
agreement, they are, after a fhort exhortation, promifed 
‘or betrothed in prefence of their relations; and their in- 
tention is then made known to the congregation, and 
they are recommended to their prayers. After fome 
time they are joined together in holy matrimony by the 
miffionary, in the name of the Holy Trinity; where- 
upon each takes leave of his or her former choir at & 
love-feaft, and receives its beft wifhes for their new 


ftate. 
36. 


_ The brethren do not allow their men to marry hea- 
then wives, nor do they give or yield up any baptized 
woman in marriage unto an heathen man, with the in 


this cafe precarious hope, that the unbeliever may be 
Ees won 
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won by the believer. No one has liberty to marry more 
than one wife, nor to put away the wife he has. They | 
efteem the marriage-bond indiffoluble, even. when mar-- 
riages were contracted by perfons in the ftate of their 
ignorance and heathenifm, and not in the moft orderly’ 
manner; and for this reafon they exhort them to all’ 
conjugal fidelity and benevolence. Neither do they per-. 
mit any Greenlander, to dwell among their people, who . 
has left his wife under the pretence of her being a hin- 
drance to him in becoming a chriftian: fuch .a one: 
might fecretly have entertained the finifter view to 
obtain another, perhaps a baptized fiffer that was more, 
agreeable to him. No married woman is received into 
the brethren’s fettlement without her hufband’s confent, 
except fhe has indeed been put away. ‘The brethren 
abhor all fuch means of increafing the number of their 
chriftian flock, and all fuch profelytes that are made out 
of carnal views, and contrary to divine as well as human 
regulations. | Ä un 
-But when married people from among the heathen 
are baptized, and at length both of them admitted to’ 
the Lord’s-fupper, they are bleft by impofition of hands, 
in the face of the congregation, and recommended to. 
the grace of God by prayer, in order to be enabled to’ 
condudt themfelves in their ftate; as becomes members. 
of Chrift, and as is pleafing unto God; which tran- 
faction they ftile, the receiving the blefling of the 
church. . . 2-20 VV Li 


When married people Beh by death, the widsw- 
er remains in his cottage, and after fome time marries 
again if he us not fuperannuated. - 24% 

In cafe a widow has {mall children, fhe continues in 
her former habitation for their fake, till they are fit to 
move into the choir-houfe either of the fingle brethren 
or fingle fifters, or go to fervice in fome family. Then 
fhe herfelf moves into the widows houfe, except fhe has. 
children who are married, and continues with them to 


tend her little grand-children; but fhe concerns her- . - 


felf no further in houfe-keeping. On the other hand, 
ii fhe has up-grown unmarried fons, fhe keeps houfe 
tor them, but always in connexion with that family 

with 
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with whom they grew up; asthey in return are under 
an obligation to aflift {uch a family in their old age, and 
even to train up their children. | 
If there be any chattels left after a man’s death, and 
no upgrown fons, then his boat, tent and implements 
are given to another man, who is thereby obligated to 
maintain the widow and to bring up her children. 
_ What other little matters fhe has left her, fhe difpofes 
of for her own and her children’s neceflities as fhe 


thinks fit, 
8 


When the Elise Al fick, the brethren muft 
alfo be their bodily phyficians, and aflıft them either 
with medicines fent taem by their European friends for 
that purpofe, or with bleeding, which is of great ufe in 
fevers brought on by their frequent catching cold, they 
being very plethoric. At fuch times they are diligently vi- 
fited, and alfo nurfed, as the Greenlanders themielves 
are exceeding ignorant and aukward ‘in that refpect. 

They fpend their time of ficknefs in a manner fui- 
table to chriftians, who are not afraid to die, but rather 
. defire to depart and to be with Chrift. Of this chear- 
fulnefs and confident defire we have feen fuch ftriking in- 
ftances, as one could fcarcely expect from fuch, who but a 
little while ago were blind pagans. Yea we have found, 
even in thofe, who after their baptifm did not altogether 
profper to our wifh before, fucha change for the better — 
wrought fome time befer: their ficknefs, and fuch a good — 
profpect of-their anfwering our whole heart’s expectation, 
that we have been often obliged to fay: “ All is well, 
that ends well,” 

When their life is come to its final period, the blefing 
of the congregation is imparted unto them, by one of 
their teachers, with impofition of Hands, during the 
“ finging of fome verfes and prayer, And as foon as the 
fpirit is gone over into Jefus’s hands, the relations drefs 
the corpte in the Greenland-fafhion, and inftead of put- 
ting it into a coffin, they few it up in a fkin. Being 
aid on a bier, it is covered with a white cloth, on which 
a Greenlandifh verfe to this effect is legible, the letters 
being formed with red ribbands: You bear me now to my 
repofe—as once they bore my Lord ;——and as his. facred body 

x af, 
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rofe,—[o mine fhall be reftor'd. A funeral-difcourfe bein 
kept in the hall, four Greenlanders carry the corpfe to’ 
the burying-grouhd, the miflionary going before, and 
the Greenlanders following after, two by two. There it 
is depofited in a tomb walled up with ftones, during the 
finging of a hymn; and after praying out of the htany 
the following petitions, ameng others: Keep us im ever= 
lafing fellowfhip with the whole church triumphant, particus 
larly with our brother (or ffler) N.N. Ge. the blefling of 
the Lord is pronounced, and the grave covered. in with 
broad ftones and green fods. _ 

One cannot cenfure the Greenlanders on account of 
the tears they fhed at the departure of their beloved re= 
lations; but their former fuperftitious cuftoms, and vifits 
of condolance accompanied with howlings, both at their 
houfes and graves, are utterly abolifhed, . becaufe they 
believe the refurre&tion of the body, and the life ever- 
lafting. | | gaat 


For a conclufion, I are out of the brethren’s 
church-book, the number of Greenlanders baptized by 
them from the year 1739 till the fall 1762. Their 
number in New-Herrnhuth amounts to fomewhat above 
700, befides thofe at whofe baptifm they aflifted the 
late miffionary Drachart, or whom they baptized at the 
colony by fpecial requeft, in the abfence of the Danifh 
miffionary ; and befides thofe baptized at Lichtenfels. 
Out of thefé, 250 are already at home with the Lord, and 
many have been {pared for the fettlement at Lichtenfels, 
and ‘yet the congregation at New-Herrnhuth confifts 
at prefent of 421 baptized brethren and fifters, of whom 
174 are communicants. Befides thefe, there are 39 cate- 
chumens, and rz new-comers; fo that the fum total 
of inhabitants is at this time 471. | teh. anne 

To take them according to the choir-divifions, there 
are 122 married people; 3 widowers; 62 widows, of 
whom 46 became fuch in heathenilm, and they and 
their children fought their refuge among thebrethren. 
There ‘are: 101 fingle brethren, including fuch youths 
who go to fchool, and are learning the. management 
of kajaks; 116 fingle-fifters and great girls; 31 little 
boys; and 25 little girls; in all 460 fouls. ‘ye 
et | According 
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According to: an account received in the fummer 
1762, from Lichtenfels, there were 100 baptized brethren 
and fifters, viz. 63 baptized in that place, and 37 that 
went thither from New-Herrnhuth. There were be- 
fides them 38 catechumens, and 30 new-comers, who 
had reforted thither this laft year, in all 168. There 
are 18 baptized families, who live in two large houfes, 
befides fome fingle women, and fome widows who have 
their own houfes, but ftill are diftributed amongft the 
families for maintenance and fervice. 


§ 40. 

It muft be allowed, that the whole is but a little 
flock: I fay not, little, in comparifon to the Greenland 
"nation; for that, according to a computation already 
given *, fcarcely amounts to 10,000 fouls, in which 
view the believing Greenlanders are however a con- 
fiderable acquifition for our Saviour: but I call it little, 
when compared to the vaft multitude of Pagan and 
infidel nations. in general, to balance which thefe 
Greenland-congregations, and others from amongft the 
heathen, are but a fmall company. And yet when 
one confiders the grace that prevails amongft this people, 
one muft ftand amazed at this phenomenon of our time, 
and muft be taught by the furprizing effects to ac- 

knowledge the caufe. | 
I would only fay thus much: That when I walked 
about among the Greenlanders, obferved their deport- 
ment and converfation, and fometimes barely viewed 
the contraft between the very looks of the believing 
and the unbelieving Greenlanders; I have frequently 
thought, that your feeptics, who incline to doubt of 
every thing which their reafon cannot comprehend, and 
who deny the efficacy of the gofpel, or at leaft judge 
it infufficient towards effecting a total change of the 
‘mind and morals of men; I fay, I could.not help think- 
ing that they might here be clearly convinced of their er- 
ror and miftake, by beholding men who had been born and 
brought up in an uncontrouled licence like wild beafts, 
deftitute of education, totally ignorant of religious im- 
greffions, laws, rewards or punifhments, yet now quite 

* Book I.’ § 4. 

. volun- 
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voluntarily (only conftrained by a higher hand). fub- 
mitting their necks to a before unknown and unac- 
cuftomed .yoke, I mean the obedience ‘of faith, and on 
that account obeying and following their teachers with- 
out neceflity or compulfion. - They are commonly ex- 
ceeding averfe to leaving the place of their nativity, (or, 
if they once move from it, they feel a conftant almoft 
irrefiftible itch for roving from one place to another ;) 
and. yet now they ‘{pontaneoufly quit their ‚country, 
friends and acquaintance, fettle with their teachers, 
and form as it were an orderly republic of their own, 
ufeful to others as well as to themfelves ; and all this 
from no other motive, but to hear fuch do&trines as 
yield nourifhinent to their fouls. Thefe ‘people, fo 
ftupid, at leaft fo thoughtlefs, carelefs and remifs, that 
_ they think of nothing but what touches and gratifies 
their outward fenfes (for which reafon fome people in- 
cline to place them in one clafs with the brute creation, 
and many of themfelves know rio ‘difference to “make 
between themfelves and other animals) thefe very peo- 
ple, by means of competent inftru@ion, ald through 
the grace and illumination of the ‘holy Spirit, become 
fo difcreet, attentive, carefully *confiderate ‘and wife’, 
that they comprehend the greateft: myfteries ‚of faith, — 
and realize them in their fouls’ in ‘an experimental ‘and 
happy. manner, fo-as to be able’ to deliver. the moft 
glorious teftimonies thereof with fpirit and power. The 
wild Greenlanders are fo inflexible and felf-willed, ‘that: 
they will rather fuffer death than have their felf-will 
thwarted ; and I was aflured, thatimany a one, that had. 
heen curbed in "his will by his relations, has ftarved 
‚bimfelf to death in a pet, or otherwife put an end to 
his life: At the fame time one perceives on the ‘other | 
hand, among the baptized Greenlanders, a tender, flex- 
ible'and docil turn of mind; which fubmits with love 
and ‘manly 'meeknefs to’ be \advifed ‘and guided by: fo- 
reigners, whoare looked upon at firft by them, as well 
as by other nations, as barbarians, And it js evident 
that this is not the effect of temperament, but of grace, 
fince one often obferves, in the public meetings, or in 
private converfations, and even inthe moft remote pla- 
wes, ‘perhaps the very ftouteft » reenlander, fhedding - 
~RWiOV humble 
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humble-tears on account.of the feeling of his natural . 
corruption, and the {weet grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chritt.. This happy compunction of heart through the 
word of the crofs, which breaks rocks afunder, and yet 
rejoices the heart, may be ftill more plainly perceived, 
when any of them has been overtaken in a fault, and 
has again been carried away by his ftubborn natural 
temper. For when every other argument proves in- 
effectual towards convincing and perfuading him, yet 
the’putting him in mindjof his baptifm, or of what our 
Saviour has fuffered for us and beftowed upon us, and 
that one! not only grieves men, but the very heart of 
Jefus‘and his Spirit by fuch tranfgreffions, this generally 
proves the moft powerful means of mollifying his obdu- 
rate mind in fuch a manner, and to fuch a deeree, that 
the poor ftrayed fheep with floods of tears implores for- 
ivenefs and promifes amendment. "This tender difpo- 
An of mind, which I frequently obferved among 
young and old, male and female, to the inmoft joy and 
humiliation of my own foul, is to me a ftronger proof 
of their heart’s being really changed through the blood of 
Jefus, than if they even went on conftantly in fuch an 
exadtnefs of behaviour, as to be looked upon as un- 
blameable: for this might be owing to their complexional 
quiet temper, or be afcribed to the good order and 
difcipline, or to the fear of fhame or lofs, &c. whereas 
the other can be derived from no other fource than 
folely and alone from faith, and the deep impreffion of 
the’ paflion and death of Jefus, which muft vivify and: 
impel the new creature. Neverthelefs I muft do them the 
juftice to obferve, that fewer faults or.deviations occur 
among them than one fhould imagine, and that their 
walk is fuch, as not only to be edifying to their own na- 
tion, but alfo to redound to the honour of the gofpel. 
And thus [ look upon this in number fmall flock of believ- 
ing Greenlanders, together with the other congregations 
from among the heathen, as one of the greateft works of: 
God in this our time, and as an inconteftable proof, 
>> & That only thro’ the Lamb once flain, 
"#* All the whole world may find releafe 
#* From all their fins, and endlefs grace.” 
This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes. 


APPEN_. 
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Containing fome fhort Letters wrote Jince the year 
1755, by Greenlanders Bill living. — 


Have long been undetermined whether I fhould com- 

municate any letters of the Greenlanders ftill living, 
partly becaufe they may feem pretty much alike, and 
partly becaufe it might be expofed to uncharitable cen-. 
{ures ; but fill I could not prevail with myfelf wholly 
to fupprefs all that I found of that fort, as I have per- 
ceived on many occafions, that the letters wrote by con- 
verted heathens, particularly the Greenlanders, have 
made a deep impreflion upon all that have feen, or heard 
them, and have not only excited them to extol that Sa- 
viour, whofe grace fo glorioufly fhews itfelf a 
the wildeft pagan nations, but fometimes have tended to 
awaken in them a falutary fhame, and a new zeal to run 
their race. Such perfons might have regretted the lofs 
of fomething, perhaps the moft relifhing to their hearts, 
if thefe letters, of which there are a good many, fhould, 
totally have been omitted. This is the only reafon _ 
why I here infert a fhort extra&t out of fome of tbeis 
letters. Indeed familiar letters, which are not written 
in a dogmatical ftrain, but where one fpeaks fimply 
about himfelf, cannot be fuppofed to exhibit people’s 
whole underftanding of the gofpel -doCtrine, and the 
growth in the fame; yet they may difcover the founda- 
tion that is laid, and the fuperftru€ture built thereon. 
_ At the fame time one may fee out of fuch letters the, 
Greenlanders way of thinking, and the fituation of their 
hearts. It is poflible in general, that the ftate of fome, 
men may be better, than they can exprefs it in words ; 
and it is not impoflible that others may affirm more of 
themfelves, than they are really noffeffed ‘of: But we 
_ cannot well fuppofe the latter of the Greenlanders, be- 
caufe they are an upright and fimple people, who ‘nei- 
ther chufe nor are able to {peak intelligently of things 
they have no heart-experience of; at leaft they would 
neceflarily be afraid to tell their minifters any an: 
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which they muft know to be otherwife. For the moft 
of thefe letters were dictated by them to their minifters : 
fome indeed were wrote by the Greenlanders with their 
own hand, and the miflionaries have added nothing, but 
given us the genuine tranflation. 

In the firft place I will communicate a couple of let- 
ters in the Greenland-language, with a literal tranfla- 
tion, as near as poflible to the original. 


From #. a married man at Lichtenfels. 


- Affarfara Fohannes Ajfarfok, 


gaktikfomik ajlagingma, 
 Puiorfimnaungilara ; 


Tarnima pikfanik tunningar- 
parma, | 
Annaurfirfum Auanik, Tokkoa- 
nigh, Ikkeniglo ajoker/orta- 
rangma. 


Tamakkıa Okautfivit kiblikpet 
Umeitiga taimane, 


Sullilo tamakkoinneit illuaritu- 
ınnardaka. 7 

Adlab.- tipeitfugluartiffinnaun- 

 gilanga, 

Annaurfirfub Tokkozt, An- 

 miello, Auello, Ikkejal ; 


Kiffimik tipeitfuktiffinnauanga. 


Umeztimnut ajulerfomut adla- 
mik piomangilanga, 

Tomerf namagaka. 

Affarfet Affarfigalo Hannefe 

~ Nulhkengoalo Illzgellugik 
tamaunga, pirfonga, illiffi- 
mauet. . 


A Rleget terfantauit, Kano- 


My dear Johannes, full 
of love! 

How much thou didft 

love me, when thou 
waft here with us, I 
cannot forget ; 

Beeaufe thou gaveft food to 
my foul, 

When thou concerning the 
Saviour’s blood and death 
and wounds often didft 
inftrudt me, 

Thefe thy words did per- 
vade my heart in fuch a 
manner, 

‘That fince that time I no- 

thing befides can relifh. 

No other thing can rejoice 
me, 

But the Redeemer’s death, 
his paffion, his blood and 
his wounds ; 

Thefe alone can yield me 
JOY: | | 

‘or my poor heart, I alfo 
nothing elfe will have, _ 

This fuffices me entirely. 


fe “That in company with thy 


and my beloved Hanne/e 
(Beck) and his wife, I 
came to this place, thou 
knoweft already. 

And 
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Annaur fir fublo Frei. 


Tunnirfaranga Okaufi fanik 
KoifJimar/unnut, 

Taimatog Nellur funnut okalluk- 
titaranga tufjarnarfamik ma- 


mar single Umattemnnut. — 


Imangoak nen Ger 
: paukit, - 

 Kannogétonk okaufekarpunga, 
Nellurfunnut okallukuma. 


Ima: Arlagut illivfifut N‘ Ai 


fungrolungalo GRE 


Jurfunga +a 


Sullilo illoune uamnik ajungit- 
Jokangilanga. 


” 


Annaur fir finale ujarniarpanga 
nennivlungale, 

Okautfiminik kakoanga henner 
lerdlungalo, 

Nellurfunnilo perf; pang, 


Opertunnut Meegehfinntill Br 
Jülunga.. 
Sullilo ajortarojungoama, 


Annernermik ajokeerfordlungalo; 


Aungminik ubbarpei. Ajortika, 


Kivgaiungnerfillungalb Zjer- 
tunnut tamannut, 

Tokkomullo Ternar jib eke 
neranulla. 

Sumikme annaukanga ? 
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And fince according to the 
will of the Saviour, it, 


was fo to be, | 


He gives. me words alfo to 
the baptized-ones, 


‚And likewife, that to the 


heathens I fpeak fuch 

words, as are. pleafing t to. 

hear, and relifhing‘ to 
their hearts. 7} 


A little I will however ‘ace 


. quaint thee, * 7 

What words I make ufe of. 
when to the heathens I. 
_fpeak. 

’Tis in this manner: 079 
„merly I was juft as you 
are, an ignorant _ a 
wicked man ;. 


And to this hour I have in - 


my inner parts. nothin g 
good of myfelf. — 


fought and found me, 
And by his word called me, 
and chofe me, 


And from the heathens fet 


“me free, 4: 


And to the congregation of 


the faithful brought me. 

And when I ‚was yet a 
miferable man, — 

He, by his Spirit, inftruét- 
ed me, 

And through his, blood 

~ „wafhed away my | 

He fet me free from: the 
flavery of all fins, 


Ba death and from fa- 


tan’s power, _ 
3irt wherewith’ hath i re- 


deemed me? 
With 


P 
on Ar 
Pee a ee 


of 


But the Redeemer has | 


fr 
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Aungminik nellekangit/omik, 


Anniaminiglo pingitfomik Tok- 
Rominigh. = | 

Okkorfea! Taima aktikfomik 
‚Innuit Annaurfirfum afjauei; 
pigtomavlugit. 


 Umaltivfinik tuänlemaguffuk, 


Nangminek  illuarfaromarpei, 
tipeitfuktillufilo. 


Taima okallugbigaka. 
Nellungilettog, terfanéauit, Ih= 
‚kiortikfengoamnik pigauko, 
Gub pekkurfanik. 
Taurfoma Kent Sanelo tipeit- 
_-t. füglmarpoguk) : ,- 
Affarfuferpugls  taurfomunga 
aghartorpok. - | 
Uautingnut illekfillunugls, 


Sulluckfauvut - naniarpauvut 


Annaur firfrota Kenei Jane. 
Affuffiak nuanckat, 
Nulliareek ingmingnuk An- 


- naurfirfomulla innulluaruntk 
| pinniakkattigeeklutiglo. 


Kaumarfome karfomepunga A. E. 
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With his own blood inefti- 
mable ; 

And with his innocent fuf- 
ferings and death. 


‚Hark ye! fo. exceedingly 


has the Saviour loved 
mankind, in order that 
they. might become: his 
property. | 
If your hearts to him now. 
you will furrender, 
Then he will himfelf pre- 
pare them, and make you . 
happy: 


 Thuslufe to fpeak to them. 


Thou knowelt alfo, that 
when, thou waft here, I 
obtained an help-mate by 
God’s will. ; " 

Before his eyes we both live 

‘contented ; Er 

And the love of us both 
towards him increafes. 

‘Towards each other we are 

„ friendly (or fociable). 

And, all that we. have. to 

_ tranfact, we do it before 
our Savieur’s eyes. 


It is indeed exceeding ägree- 


üble; ; 
When married people to- 
gether before our Saviour 
_ hve happy, and prove a 
help to one another in all 

„things, ; 
I that live at Lichtenfels, 4, K, 


“his letter was dietated to the miffionary. But the 


fallowing was wrote by a 
one of the mifhonaries, w 


the nurferies of the Unity: 


—<——- a" 


Vor. H, 


Ff 


Greenland boy to the fon of 
ho was at that time in one of 


My 
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Affarfara fakungoak ! 
BE Umettigoamne kun- 
ningarbauktt. 
Nellunginnama akfut affagang- 


ma, 
Piaiaitowiibion akful a auau- 
SS het. 
Aslekketit mabna piaka, 


Attuardlugullo tipeitfutigaka. 


Annaurfirfuble Annia, Tokko- 
allo, Ikkilo Ullut nungulls- 
git erkeiginnarpaka ; rj 

4 ukfiarbigirfara, 

Nuttamik Saimaunerminik tun- 
nekullunga, 

Umeettingoarallo kerfakullugo. 

Taima erkeiniarumay 


Kodlinnermit Tıpei tYungnermällo 
Iigai puttufimarfut erkin- 


niarpaka, 

Nellunginnama — Affaurfirfub 
Affafufia uautinut angifor- 
umet. 

Annaurfirfungoara innutillunga 


allar finnaungillara. 


Naugle kiffimikuma fummillo-— 


neet ıkkuma, 

Nungullugit Umettimne nei- 
Jongardlutale, tipeitfuktitta- 
ranga. 

Taimatog Aniafufia erkeinia- 
rauko, 

‚ Uanga pivlunga taima AN 
fomik anniarmet ; 

Uangale fumik akkinniaifauara 
Ulortinnik Ekkarfautinigla 


My dear little Jacob ! 
I Much in my heart falute 
-. thee. 
Becaufe I know that thou 
much loveft me, 
Even fo I much love thee: 


Thy letter I have here re- 
ceived, 

And hal I read it, it re- 
joiced me. 

But on our Saviour’s fuffer. 
ings, death and wounds, 


__ [think daily and hourly 7 
And I pray to him, | 


That new grace he would 
give me, 

And my heart inflame. 

When I fo am meditating 

--on him, 

With tears and joy, his 
through-pierced feet I 
tenderly embrace, 


Becaufe | know that the 


Saviour’s love towards 
us is very great. 


From my Saviour, as long, 


as I live, 1 cannot turn 
awa 

When I aft alone, or hale 
ever J am, 


He to my heart is continu- 


ally. near, and makes me 
joyful. *? 

Likewife when on his fuf- 
ferings I reflect, 

How he on my account fo 
much has endured ; 


Then I do not ae what: 
returns to make him for’ 
what he has done for me.- 


I in- 
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Tipeitfuktinieijfauara. Ä er live to his joy Iinly de- 

abs ire. 

Kyannakau Annaurfirfub Affa- Worthy of praife (or thankf- 

 Jufa, giving) is the Saviour’s 
u | love, | 

Angnerumet Innungnut tama- It is greater than all, to- 

- nut adlanullo. wards all men, in all 

places. 

wih E = - - ovunga. Iam £&:-- 

Affarfamaut Kattengutimnut To my dear brother Jacob, 

akomut, in the European-land, 


 Kablunet-Nunametumut. 


Now follow fome very fhort extra&ts of letters, 


I. From married men. 


I.) 4. It is often in my mind, that our Saviour has 
not chofen me out of the-world in vain, but that my 
walk and converfation might be a light among the bap- 
tized and among the heathen. When I reprefent unta 
myfelf how our Saviour lived in this world, I ftand quite 
afhamed, and know not what to fay. I ama poor man, 
and yet I have accefs every day to our Saviour like a 
little child. Let me be where I will, I can have na 
better, fafer place in time nor eternity for my foul 
and body to hide in, than the wounds of Jefus. I 
feel alfo that the body and blood of my Saviour is the 
weightieft thing to me, and the very life of my foul, &e, 

‚l am a poor and needy finner: "but fill dur Saviour 
doth not defpife me, but gives me his flefh to eat and his 
blood to drink. He mortifieth in me more and more 
whatever is difpleafing to him, and vivifieth and warm- 
eth my heart with his blood. Now fince he does not 
_ put me away, though I am fuch a poor fpoiled creature, 
fam determined to keep him always before my eyes, &c, 
»-2.) A. Our Saviour has done great things for me, 
for he has redeemed me with his own bload and death. 
And becaufe I am affured of this, and feel it in my heart, 
I will thank him for it as long as I live in this world, 
and never let him depart out of my fight, &c. 

The Saviour gives me every thing out of free grace, 
therefore Iwill no more be unhappy or peevifh. And 
| Ey 2 finee 
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{ince I feel in truth that I have a corrupted foul: and 
body, I will-confide in him alone, becaufe his ‘blood is 
to.me.a medicine both for foul and body, &c. : _ 
At prefent I feel that lam poor, but at the tent 
time I feel alfo the great love of our Saviour in my heart. 
‘That is my. daily prefervation and life. Befides this:I 
have'no fatisfaction. I had great joy in my John Ludwig 
when our Saviour took him home this winter to himfelf, 
becaufe to his laft moments he was continually pointing 
at the wounds of our Saviour in his hands and feet, &c. 
I] can never be happy but in the enjoyment of Je~ 
fus’s fufferings. When I cannot embrace him, or when he 
does not prefs me to his wounded breaft, I am not hap- 
py: but when I feel that, then I am well. And be- 
caufe his love is fo exceeding great, I have furrendered 
myfelf quite to him a as his own, and all I do thall be for 
him, &c. 

~———I am indeed a poor needy man, and ‘hole I ed 
of nothing that could opprefs or trouble me, yet my de- 
fects and faults are numberlefs. He muft deliver me 
from them, and heal me. He has given me his body 
and blood out of unmerited grace; thereby my heart is 
enkindled, I have life 'everlafting within me, and I de- 
pend upon him that he will preferve it me, and daily for 
ply all my neceffities, &c. 

3:) B. His blood alone makes us happy and chear- 
fale I therefore beg him, that he would look. upon 
heart as a veflel placed under his crofs, and fill it with 
many drops of his blood. For that feeling i in the heart 
is incomparably fweet, and it is often to me as if his fide 
was opened that very moment. This rejoices and enli- 
vens my heart; and this is my concern ‘wherever I am, 

whether in my houfe, on the rocks, or on the fea, &c.. 

I will alfo let thee know, that our Saviour has gi- 
ven us two children. We will befeech him to receive them 
as his own, and wll ftudy to bring them up for him, 
and to prefent them before his face, &c. 

Our Saviour having redeemed me with his blood, 
I do not chufe now to be faved any other way but 
through his blood alone. I befeech him to preferve his 
wounds ever new and precious unto me, and to warm 
and enliven my heart by his holy blood, I often feel 
| myfelf 
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myfelf very poor and helplets, but whenever I embrace 
him in fpirit, my heart is comforted again. ‘The Holy 
Ghoft is my inftructor, and nurfes me like a child. 
And fince he glorifies Jefus’s death and fufferings in my. 
heart, I am willing to make it known unto others. 1 
have once given my whole heart and foul unto our Sa- 
viour, and will no more take it back again, &c. 

4.) C. I thank my Saviour with all my heart that he 
has made me obedient to follow his will, &c. 

——I have not forgotten to this very hour, that 
fome years ago thou. didft make ufe of me as interpreter 
amongft the favage fouthlanders, “Though my heart’s 
_ fituation was then but indifferent, yet I complied out 
of obedience, Now I begin to perceive, that I haye 
got a little more to pour out of my heart, ‚and when I 
travel among the wild heathen, our Saviour is very near 
to me, and gives me words to fpeak to them. Yet I 
am perfuaded that as long as | live, I fhall remain a 
poor neceffitous man, and {hall never ceafe, as a beggar 
to importune him. Atthis confideration my eyes over- 
flow with tears of joy. While I live, I cannot forget that 
‘he has bought me with his blood. And as his eyes are 
fixed upon poor me, fo mine are alfo upon him, &c. 

I owe our Saviour a great deal, but I can give 
him nothing but my poor corrupted heart. He has 
raifed me up out of the fleep of fin and deftruction, and 
I know of no fuch Saviour as he is in heaven or earth, 
It is true I have not as yet feen him, but it is often fo to 
the fpirit of my mind as if he ftood before me, and I wil 
never let his bruifed countenance flip out of my mind, 
till the time comes that I fhall rightly fee him face to 
face. Whilft [am this moment thinking how he fweat- 
ed bloody fweat on account of my fins, my eyes over- 
flow with tears, fo that I cannot write much more to 
thee at prefent. “Thou knoweft very well how ons is 

difpofed at fuch times, &c. | 
I love our Saviour, but his love to us is much 
greater. Of this I fhould have remained ignorant, if 
he had not brought me to the congregation of the faith- 
ful. It is he alone that comforts my heart, and pre- 
ferves my foul and body. This my brethren here 
know, &Xc. 


Ruf —| con- 
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I conceal nothing from him. He fhall know me 
as Iam, For I know very well, that if I was not un- 
difguifed towards him, I could not, pofübly be happy. 
And if I did not feel him in my heart, I muft walk about 
as in a dream. My brethren! ye that dwell towards 
the eaft or wherever ye be in the world, I let you know 
that I think on you pith, | in my prayers, and in- 
tercede for you, that ye may have conftant joy in the 
blegding Savioür and in his wounds. For the greateft 
caufe of joy is, that our Saviour has fet us free from fin 
by his wounds and bloody fweat. And becaufe your 
thoughts and mine agree in this point, therefore I cannot 
forget you.u——We will jointly thank him, and. not 
forget what he has done and fuffered for us, It fhall re- 
main fixed in our hearts, &c. | MEER 


5.) D. The bleeding Saviour is my moft pleafing 


object ; but when Iam to fpeak any thing to the joy 


and comfort of my brethren and fifters, I feel my own 
heart’s deficiency, and words fail me. Though I am 


feniible of my poverty, yet I cleave clofe to him, &e. |” 


I thank our Saviour that he hath freed me from 
fin, brought me from darknefs to light, and given my 
heart a feeling of his bloody atonement. I have nothing 
to depend upon but the crucified Saviour. And. even 
when I feel my mifery, ftill he appears unto my heart. 
If I fhould lofe fight of him for ever fo fhort a fpace, I 


fhould foon go aftray from him. But he ‘watches, _ 


guards, keeps and preferves my heart with his blood. 

_ —— Our Saviour is my only dependence, therefore 
I will keep continually to him. “For when I perceive the 
deep depravity of my foul and body, Iam incapable of 
helping myfelf. But then I call to mind what he has 
done for us, whereby he can bring me into a right fitu- 
, ation, and preferve me therein. Juit fo.as I am, I fet 


before me him who was extended and nailed to the croß 


for me; he alone can nurfe and preferve me, and out of 
his wounds I will drink, as a child fucks the breafts of 
his mother, &c. ° talk” Date 

Had 1 not a remedy in our Saviour’s body and 
blood and in his wounds, my foul and body would be 
in continual danger of relapfing into the deepeft mifery, 
But 1 depend on our Saviour for daily a no 


ne en ne 7 en - 


\ 
- ‘ ona 


: é 
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When I feel myfelf weak, I apply to his precious blood, 
beg him to moiften my heart therewith, and to remain 
continually near to me with his grace and mercy, &c. © _ 

6.) G. ee thy mind, and I know alfo thy face. 
And now I kifs thee out of the inmoft part of. Jefu’s 
wounds. ‘They are the caufe of all my joy. O! that 
I may never lofe the fenfation of his blood! Wherever 
I live or move, he is continually with and about me. 
‘Therefore I will always rejoice in him, though ever fo 
poor, and will keep clofe to his pierced fide, whither I 
have found a free accefs. 

7.) Fohn (who not long age was baptized, and is 
fince departed this life :) 2 

I am alfo now here, and fupplicate my Saviour often 
with tears, to warm my heart throughout with his pre- 
cious blood. I.love my teachers; I will give our Saviour 
my whole heart, and will part entirely with all heathen- 
ifh cuftoms, for I.am here for that end*. — 

8.) Another of the fame name, the firft that was 
baptized at Lichtenfe!s: 

——I was in very deed a dark voluptuous, licen- 
tious, wicked and ignorant man, but our Saviour has 
. called me by his word and Spirit, enlightened and 
brought me to his congregation, and has now wafhed 
‚me clean from my fins, for which I can never thank 
him enough. I am ftill very poor and deficient, but I 
go the oftener to our Saviour, and intreat him, that he 
would more and more warm my heart with his 
blood, &c. 

9.) Joh. Though I have not feen thee for a long 
‘while, yet I have not forgotten thee. Neither can I 
forget our Saviour as long as I live. I am poor, but 
when I pray to our Saviour in my poverty, I am well 
and happy, &c. 

I was fometimes unhappy laft winter, when I thought 
on my brother-in-law who was loft in the fea. But our 
Saviour has again comforted me ina rich meafure. I 
have no greater fatisfaction than himfelf.—When I feel 


* He has the teftimony, that he faithfully performed this his promife? 
and that he would in all appearance have proved one. of the moft ufeful men 
of his nation if he had lived, for he was endued with a more than ordinary 
ghare of folid good fenie. 


Ff, tomy 
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my finfulnefs, I know of no deliverer but my Creator, 
to whom I live.—If there was no Saviour, I fhould. do 
no good: (fhould be a mifchievous man) but that is 
my joy, that he does not defpife the miferable, = 

——Whenever my heart is poor, I feel alfo the grace 


of our Saviour. Though he might with good reafon de- _ 


part from me on account of my great unworthinefs, yet 


he does not. ‘That amazes me exceedingly. Well | 


then! he fhall have my whole heart, &c. 

10.) ‘fon. I hide myfelf daily in our Saviour’s open 
fide, as the birds hide in the rock-clefts, and I fuck his 
blood like a fuckling child. . Though I often fuffer out- 


ward want, yet my heart always has its portion, and 


that keeps me happy, &c. 

——1 have placed my confidence in our Saviour, and 
the Holy Ghoft has often reminded. me of him, and 
helped me to a vital and inward happinefs. When he 
draws near to my heart, and fometimes in a particularly 
' perceptible manner, I fal! proftrate before him, and wor- 
fhip him. Ihave him, and will not let him go. I 
often think: O! how fhall we rejoice, when we fhall 
once be together with him, and fhall fee him as he is. 
When I am alone, or when I row in my kajak, I often 
pray and weep before him, and tell him the thoughts of 


my heart. And when I. vifit the heathen, I tell them . 


fomething of our Saviour; and whenever he anoints my 
own heart with his blood and blefles it, then they pay 
attention to my words. But when I obferve in them no 
difpofition to hear, I keep Silence; yet will neverthe- 
lefs not ceafe again to fpeak.of him, &c. vw 7 I - 

I am glad that our Saviour difcovers to me more 


and more my natural depravity, and the deficiencies of - 


my foul and body. I will continue before him praying 
and weeping, as long as I live. Whenever I draw near 
to partake of his fieth and blood, my prayer to him is, 
that he may deftroy and mortify in me every thing that 
cannot be pleafing to him, and form me fo that he may 
rejoice over me. And afterwards I thank him, that at 
fuch times always fomething in me that was unbeco- 
ming, is done away.—When I fee my badnefs in any 
refpect and feel my poverty, I feck him with the fame 
eagernefs as a child does its mother.. And then I often 
ee | rejoice 


~ 
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pice fo over him, as if I had found fome treafure which 
had longed very much for, He is the friend of my 
heart, and. wherefoever Lam, it is to me as if I always 
converfed with him, &c, . 

——I always rejoice when I hear of thee, efpecially 
when thy letters are read to us on the congregation-days, 
or fomewhat of thy difcourfes. Amidft all the ficklinefs 
of my foul, I yet always rejoice that I as a poor finner 
am allowed to lie at his feet and to kifs his wounds. 
The happieft thing for me upon earth is the Lord’s- 
fupper, for there it is that he is fo exceedingly near to 
my inner man, &c. | 

11.) ‘fon. in Lichtenfels. My heart begins to feel a 
littie of what our Saviour has done for me. Though I 
am a vile and worthlefs creature, yet he gives me fre- 
quently of his precious blood, whereby he changes and 
prepares me to become what | ought to be, &c. 
~1 rejoice when I hear that thou loveft us all fo 
much; but our Saviour loved me before thou didft. For 
he purfued me whilft yet among the heathens, and has 
at laft brought me to the congregation, and wafhed away 
my fins with his own blood, ‘Though I ftill perceive 
that numberlefs wretched things adhere to me, yet he 
proves gracious to me and forgiyes me always’ afrefh. 
When I confider this, I blufh before him, but ftill come 
again to him, and as a poor finner pray him to fprinkle 
my heart with his blood, and thereby to preferve it 
clean, &c. | 

12.) L. Becaufe I am well affured that our Saviour 
receives me as a finner, Ican rejoice in him with my 
whole heart. But 1 am alfo convinced, that my heart 
does not always burn and flame with love towards him. 
I therefore pant and pray that he would fhed forth his 
love in my heart, and by the influence: of his corpfe 
and blood bring me more into fuch a fituation as to yield 
joy to him, &c. 

' 13.) M. I feel now quite otherwife in my heart than 


what | felt formerly. O yes! I feel now our Saviour’s 


incomparable grace, which often caufes my tears to 
flow. I wifh to be one heart and foul with you who 
inhabit the eaft. His blood has cemented us together, 

~ and 
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and made us one. ©! that Lmight be fo uninterrupted- 
ly happy as [hear you aref | 
14.) N. in Lichtenfels. Since I love you, I will let 
you know my mind; but I have nothing elfe to fpeak of 
but my mifery, and our Saviour’s grace and love towards 
me poor creature. I thank him with tears that he has 
not defpifed me a poor forlorn man, but called me to the 
congregation, wathed me in his blood, forgiven me all 
my fins, and now alfo fed me with his body and blood. 
Now I would fain live to him and for him alone, but 
I have ftill many faults and improper things about me. 
And that ftill caufes many tears to flow. Yet whenever 
1 draw near to him with a confcioufnefs of my finfulnefs, 
he comforts my heart again immediately, And when I 
have alacrity for it, I tell the ignorant what he endured 
for the fake of our fouls, what he fuftained in his body 
that he might reduce our bodies into proper order, and 
‘how efficacious his blood is to melt the hardeft hearts of 
men. I have three children, whom I moft heartily 
recommend to your prayers. I alfo frequently remember 
you in.my prayers. ene Weg hn 
15.) P. in Lichtenfels, Our Saviour is the mark 
towards which I prefs daily.. My heart is now more 
chearful and warm than it was laft year, becaufe he has 
given me his holy body to eat. And fince I hear every 


day the precious teftimony of his death and fufferings, — 


1 alfo grow in the knowledge of him, as well as in the 
difeovery of my own corruption. I will love him more 
and more, becaufe he loved me firft. ee. 
16.) S. I thought formerly that I had nothing bad in 
“me, but now our Saviour reveals to me ‘by his holy 
Spirit more and more, that my faults are innumerable. 
In this fituation I go to him daily as a poor finner, and 
beg him to fprinkle my heart with his blood. He 
reminds me often of his fufferings, and when I am row- 
ing in my kak the following verfe recurs often to my 
mind: * O! ftep for ftep let my foul bear—thy dear 
<¢ foul company,—and take me with thee ev’ry where,— 
“€ to thy whole liturgy !” If I had not heard the gofpel 
concerning him, I fhould ftill be wandering in blind- 


nefs. 
17.) 8, 


3 4 
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27.) §, and his wife, an aged couple : 

Although our eyes overflow with tears (which was 
really the cafe, as foon as they begun to dictate) our 
_ hearts are neverthelefs happy. Our Saviour has made 

us to be of one mind; and he has alfo warmed our 
hearts ; now our conftant prayer is, that they may never 
gtow,cold again. By his blood he can preferve them 
burning, kun itind Ais: | 
-o=——I fuppofe thou. knoweft that our Saviour has 
brought me and my family hither to Lichtenfels. Atour 
Arft arrival we found no people here, the land was deftitute 
of every thing, and we had no meeting-houfe. But now 
I rejoice that there, are many here, whom our Saviour 
has wafhed with his blood; and I give you thanks that 
you fent us a houfe, in which we now can daily hear 
‚of our dear Saviour; and hold our meetings, &c. 

——Although I am fill very deficient, yet I feel that’ 
our Saviour often melts my heart as'the fun melts the 
fnow. And then itis as with the lamp, when frefh oil 
is poured into it, it burns brighter, and can enkindle 
others. If I happen to be with heathens who fill walk 
- in darknefs, I tell thera that our Saviour has redeemed 
them alfo with his blood, and that if they would believe 
in him, they might become as happy as I and the other 
believers are. I alfo tell them, that he has delivered me 
out of darknefs and’ brought me into the light of his 
wounds, and that I now have his bleeding form every 
day before my heart, and befeech him to teach me how 
to walk before his face. Yes (fay I) I reprefent him to 
myfelf as wounded all over his body, his hands and feet 
pierced with nails, and his fide transfixed with a fpear, 
from whence blood and water flows upon my poor heart. 
In this manner I difcourfe with my countrymen, For 
fince I have learnt to know my Saviour in this light, 
i love him with' my whole heart, and rejoice in him. 


~ II. From youths, who however ‚Since then are grown up, and 
fome of them married, ee ct: 

+.) A. Lama poor child: But when I reprefent to 
myfelf our Saviour as dying for me, I pray after this 
manner: My dear Saviour! bring my heart into its 


proper order! thou alone canft preferve me, &c. 
| | ER a Ever 
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Ever fince the death and fufferings of our Saviour 
made an impreffion on my heart, I pérceive that ae 
is bad. in my nature has no power more.over me.‘ 

how thankful am I that God became a man like: nyfel£ 
and vouchfafed to put an end to my eorruption through 
his death and blood. My daily prayer is, that I may 
experience the power of that blood, and that he would 
wath and cleanfe my heart therein continually. - | 


doft not yet love hım enough. His) via pee con- 
founds, and yet comforts me, &c.' - 
2.) B. As long as my heart is occupied with: ole 


Saviour’ merit and paflion, my foul and’ body is kept. 


from evil. Without his blood, fin is too ftrong for 
me. ©! that our Saviour might! foon make me in foul 


and body conformable unto his own image ; “then'I and — 
my brethren fhould no more grieve our teachers when-we | 


are abroad in the fummer: ‘Therefore-l will let him 
imprefs his crofs and paffion quite deep: in my‘ heat te 
that I may every where be mindful of it. 7 0 wu & 
. L. Becaufe our Saviour knöws’all the thoughts 
of my heart, I fpeak to him thus: ** Dear Saviour !'thou 
Aidt besomeratanntl ted me, yet without fin, thou haft 
borne all my members ; make me therefore to refemble 
thyfelf, and keep me from every danger in: foul sand 
body.” I am determined, as well as my brethren who 
dwell in the eaft, to walk with Jefus, as one whofe ar 
is wafhed in his kiaadl 
My defire is, that he dad all his merit atid! Tohfers 
ings may be fo prefent to me as if I faw him. © For 


though thefe bodily eyes cannot fee him, yet my heart | 


feels great chearfulneß at perceiving how he took all my 


debt upon himfelf on the crofs. O how dol thank, 


him, that he has fhed his blood for’ the redemption and 
cleanfing of me and all mankind, and that he is now 
intent upen uniting me to himfelf thereby, and changing 
me into his own image, &c. 

4.) F. By thefe lines I acquaint thee, cit 3 in this yeat 
my love to our Saviour is increafed, through the fenfation 
of his death and fufferings, and «my heart is thereby 
comforted. Otherwife I am good for nothing ; ; and when 
J do not feel his blood i in my heart, 1 am comfortlefs and 

forrow- 


a re 


When I queftion my heart; it ‘anfwers me: :-Thou | 


Er en 
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Sorrowful until my Saviour makes me fenfible again that 
he fhed his blood for me. I thank him with all my 
heart, that he called me out of dark heathenifm, and has 
revealed unto me his holy merits, In return, 1 will give 
him my whole heart as his property, that he may fet me 
free from all. thofe corruptions that caufed him fo much 
pain. Our Saviour has now alfo had mercy on me, and 
has given me-to eat his flefh and to drink his blood in 
that ‘holy communion. I will conftantly keep in mind, 

that I am thereby embodied into him. 

5.) MM. Since he has drawn me unto himfelf, I will not 
po him, but will pray to him that he may feize upon 
my whole heart as his own, becaufe he died on account 
of thofe very fins that have fo often made me heavy- 
hearted. I often think: What muft he have endured, 
when he hung upon the crofs for my fin’s fake! this 
makes my heart tender, and I can fay nothing, but only 
intreat him that he may enable me conftantly to fix my 
eyes on his fufferings, &c. 

He having alfo beftowed upon me that great 
grace to feed on his body and blood, Iam come toa 
determination to remain his intirely, nd I beg of him 
that he may be all my life-time as precious, dear and near 
unto me, as he was at the Lord’s fupper, &c. 

- II. From fome Greenland married-women. 

1.) B. in Lichtenfels. I bear fill in my itd whee 
thou didft tell us of our Saviour, viz. Chat we may 
converfe with him continually in all places. This I have 
learnt by degrees to underftand and to experience. 

{ am not ‘able to defcribe, what a bleffing our 
laft Lord’s- fupper in the paflion-week proved to my 
heart. I felt myfelf fo finful and that I was full of faults 
and wants; but: my Saviour pardoned all. O! how 
thankful I am: to our Saviour that you have fent us 
teachers, who inftruct us inthe inftitutions of our dear 
Saviour. . For if ‘they had not come, whence fhould we 
have been acquainted with any fuch thing? My 
requeft to him is, that he may fhew me more ftill 
my own mifery: for then I go to him as a poor 
finner, &c. 

2.) 7. What-I poor thing feel at prefent in my heart, 
is, that I have placed my whole -dependence on: our 
Saviour 
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Saviour alone, and my defire is that the bleeding Lamb 
may be always near to my heart. His whole feene of 
Pa, fette pain and death, fhall be ever imprefled on 
_ my heart, and remain the only caufe of its joy.’ I know 
that if the Holy Ghoft did not afford me a continual 
manuduction like that of a faithful mother, I fhould be 
in danger of falling into all forts of mifery, &e.  .* 
03.) K. Though I cannot fee the Saviour bodily, yet 
I have him conftantly before the eyes of my mind, and 


think a great deal of him. None but he is able to help 


me by his blood. I am fenfible of my poverty, and 
know that my faults are numberlefs; but fill Ido not 
caft away my confidence in him; for he alone keeps me 
from evil, and I have no falvation but in him. IE 

4.) K. Although I am an exceeding worthlefs -finner, 
yet our Saviour, according to the greatnefs of his mercy, 
. is near to my heart, and I think often on my Creator, 
who has melted down my heart through his own blood. 


If I'had remained among the blind heathens, I fhould 


certainly have been a tormented ‘ and defpicable perfon : 
But my. dear Saviour has not defpifed me. Yea indeed, 
if he had not fuffered death for me, I muft Kill have 
been toffed about in darknefs. But now I am much 
rejoiced, fince he died, ‘and rofe again. I have heard 
with many tears what our teachers have read and {poke 


to us in thefe Eafter holy-days concerning our Saviour’s : 


paflion and refurre&tion, &c. . 

5.) S. in Lichtenfels... When I feel my mifery and 
corruption, I know of no other refuge; but him. and his 
wounds. He took care of me, -whilft I was yet-among 
_ the Pagans. 
years ago, it had but a poor profpe@; but being in- 
formed that a meeting-houfe was fent us, we could not 


fleep that whole night for joy. Now it is:really erected. 


I thank our Saviour and you all for it. Burt alas! we 
are not able to make you any recompence, &c. . 
He has chofen, enlightened and comforted me, 
and lets me daily hear the moft fweet words: concerning: 
his merits. When I meditate on thefe things, 1 am often 
at a lofs what to fay ; efpecially at the Lord’s-fupper ; 
I can only thank him with all my heart for his death and 
his foul’s-agony, &c. 
| 6.) 8. 


When we firft. came to this place’ four _ 
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~6.) S. Lamhappy, becaufe I am fure that our Saviour 
loves me, and out of gratitude I alfo love him. Juft 
as the little birds hide in the rock-clefts, in the fame 
manner do I go in and out in the wounds of our Saviour, 
and I lay my heart beneath the bleeding fide of Jefus to 
drink there. At the confideration of him, efpecially at 
the holy facrament, I am ready to diffolve in. tears, 
I am filled. with humiliation and fhame, when I refle& 
that I have the privilege to enjoy his precious flefh and 
blood, to nourifh and ftrengthen me, &c. 
7.) 8. in Lichtenfels. i have no brethren or fifters 
according to the flefh, but I have been much rejoiced. to 
be informed by the letters, that I have fo many fpiritual 
brethren and fifters that belong to our Saviour, &c. 
Now I will tell thee how it went with me laft year, 
hoth in regard to my mifery and my happinefs. I was 
very heavy when my little fon lay ill fo long. I befought 
our Saviour to take him home, He did fo, and I thank 
him for it. At that time, I recollected how afraid I was 
formerly of death. .But fince I have been afcertained 
that our Saviour by his death has abolifhed death, I am 
rejoiced ; and when he will be pleafed to call me, I will 
kifs the wounds in his hands and feet, yea all his wounds, 
as Mary Magdalen did. But whilft here, I befeech him 
to let me fit at his feet, as Mary, Martha’sfifter, did, that 
I may hear words of life from him; and when I go to 
bed or rife, that he may be inly near to me with his pale 
corpfe and innumerable wounds. As often as I ponder on 
his great love to me poor finner, Iam fo covered with 
fhame, that I know not what to fay. For I do not love 
him enough by far. I cannot fufficiently exprefs my 
gtatitude, that he has allowed my hufband alfo to par- 
take of the facrament, fo that we now can eat his flefh 
and drink his blood together. Ialfo give you thanks 
for fending us teachers, who fhew us the true way of 
life, even the bleeding Saviour, who died for us and 
redeemed us with his blood from every fin. Now E 
conclude, and am thy poor weak 5. K. 
18.) 2. I ftill remember what thou faidt to us 
when here. At that time I had no notion of the compa- 
ny of helpers, to whofe number I have fince been added : 
But I thought frequently on the wounds of our eavionts 
an 
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and wifhed to have my heart replenifhed with his blood. 
And now I have no greater fatisfactioh than our Saviour 
and his fufferings, and though I do not fee him, yet I 
approach to him in my poverty, and he makes me 
happier every day. I chufe to abide in him, and as a 
little child to be taught by him, &c. iid | 
It is very true that | am helplefs; but all I have to do 
in this world is to keep faft hold of our Saviour ; and there 
is nothing that affords me any delight but the blood of my 
Saviour, and to behold his nail-prints. Had he not 
been nailed to the crofs, I muft have perifhed eternally. | 
Our Saviour is of a truth amongft us in our meetings; 
but to me he is neateft of all at the holy facrament, &c, 
IV. From fome widows. AES ASTRO 
1.) E. A helper among the widows. re | 
T thank our Saviour continually, that he has given me 
to feel that Iam a poor neceffitous human foul, and as: 
{uch I furrender myfelf up to him. When [ think of - 
{peak of him, my heart grows fo tender, that my tears 
foon begin to flow. As I have {pent this wintet in a 
conftant near communion with him, fo he gives me 
more and more to fee wherein I am ftill deficient. Ex- 
preffions fail, and I ftand amazed to think on our Sa- 
viour’s love in his fufferings. I would not willingly be 
at the leaft diftance from him, and as I love him fo — 
much, I embrace and kifs him in fpirit continually, &c. 
I love my bleeding Saviour with all my heart, 
and my inclination is and will be to converfe with him 
perpetually. Thou dear Afferfok! how is it, that 
whilft I am fpeaking to.thee, I cannot refrain from tears? 
How will it be when I fhall fee our Saviour bodily, and 
fpeak with him? when I think on going home, Iam 
exceedingly rejoiced, Xc. “aye a 
The Saviour is my only hufband, and I beg of him 
with tears not to remember my numberlefs faults ; I alfo 
beg him to preferve me in the fame mind with all the 
brethren and fifters, feen or unfeen, and in the happy 
feeling of his wounds, where I, as a very great finner, 
obtained forgivenefs of my fins, &c. 5 
My dear fifters, the widows! Although we are 
very diftant from each other in body, yet we are nigh 
in {pirit, and will jointly rejoice in God our Saviour. 


My 
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My faults and wants are innumerable. It is the Holy 
Ghoft that fhews them unto me, otherwife they would - 
efcape my notice; but I am always richly comforted at 
every participation of Jefus’s body and blood, for which 
{thank him with tears of gratitude. I alfo thank you 
for your prefent; we can fend you nothing in return 
but our letters and our love, becaufe we are really very 
poor, &c.. 

2.) F.—I experience that our Saviour hes patience 
with our mifery, andI confide in him, that he will make 
me more pure and pleafing unto himfelf. His grace and 
love is unfathomable. If it was net for his blood, I 
fhould at every turn be in danger of being loft; but I 
thank him that he preferves my heart happy and ferene. 
Lalfo am divinely convinced, that it is himfelf alone, 
and none elfe that faves me; for he has healed my heart 
by his ftripes, and I childlikely thank him for it. And 
although I am pretty far advanced in years, yet I imi- 
_. tate the little hungry children, in running ftraight to 
our Saviour, and begging, and he revives my heart with 
his blood. For this reafon I will abide cleaving to him 
without interruption: | 

3.) MZ. in Lichtenfels. Although I am undoubtedly 
a very ufelefs creature to our Saviour, and have often 
caufed his heart pain with my untowardnefles, never- 
thelefs he looks upoa me in mercy, and I never can 
leave him, nor he me. He has endured much on my ac- 
count, therefore it is but juft that I fhould now live to 
him alone, &c. | 
I well perceive that I am in very deed the moft 
unworthy of all my fifters; and I freely own mylelf 
fuch, becaufe in this low eftate, he draws nigh to me 
and comforts me with his prefence. And {ince he loves, 
me to fuch a degree, it makes me blufh: for fhame be- 
fore him, and I could wifh that my whole life was {pens 
in praife and thankfgiving for all his wounds and fuffer- 
ings. 
fae) Z. 1 know that I have no other Saviour but the 
wounded and crucified one; he is my Redeemer. Be- 
' caufe he hath fo loved me and called me from among 
the heathen, I will love him with my whole heart. 
Rejoice with me! I am greatly rejoiced at the powerful 

\ Vor. II. rey fenfation 
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fenfation of grace imparted to my heart at the partici- 
pation of the body and blood of Jefus, and at the en- 
joyment. of vevery other blefling. I kifs and greet you 
all my fifters, ye widows: our Maker is our hufband ; 
that is matter for our joy and for love to him, &c.  ’ 


V., From fome fingle fifters. 
1.) A.—At the time of thy vifit here, though Iwas 
- baptized, yet 1 had no folid feeling of our Saviour and 
his merits, and was often put to fhame when Ifaw-that 
others, who were baptized after me, became happy 
hearts before me, and partakers of ‘the holy communion. 
At Jaft our Saviour got my: whole heart, andımäde me 
alfo a partaker of his flefh and blood. ‘That made my 


heart quite foft. I thank our Saviour with tears, that. 


the congregation bears fuch love towards «us,-as not 
only to fupply us with teachers, who inftruét, us con- 
cerning him, but alfc with books in which: we ourfelves 
may read concerning that great matter, Laft winter:we' 
fpent often’half nights together in our houfe in reatling, 
finging and converling together about it, &c. „sl. 

——O that our minds might more and more:refeme 
ble the mind of our Saviour! we think ‚in this refpect 
as you do. I -cleave clofe to our Saviour, and: {peak to 
him with tears of- all my deficiencies, and I know that 
he will not turn me away, fince from him I muft have 
every thing I ftand in neediof. Throughout this win- 
ter we have often experienced our dear Saviour’s pre- 
fence in the midft of us, and are very thankful forthe 
harmony and love prevailing amongft us, &c. 

When I make a thorough ferutiny of my own heart 
before our Saviour, 1 ftill find out many things whigh 
make me afhamed. I therefore daily implore his com- 
ing to me with new grace, and thank him for my de- 
liverance through his fufferings, and for the nurfing 
care of God the Holy Ghoft, &c. | 

2.) B. in Lichtenfels. At the confideration that I 
have not foughtihim, but he me; my heart is filled with 
amazement and thank@iving.—Although we be out- 
wardly ata vaft diftance from one another, yet our Sa- 
viour hath directed our thoughts to one point. . To him 
' alone we live, and in him we confide, &c. — nt 
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3.) C. in Lichtenfels. Though I weep on account: 
of my mifery, yet I feel comfort too, fince I know that 
our Saviour does not difregard the low eftate of his poor 
handmaids, but likes to blefs them.’ My daily requeft to 
him is, that he may fprinkle and anoint my heart with 
his blood, and prepare it to be his habitation aid poflef- 
fion. My dear filters! itis true I have not feen your 
faces, but Iam. one with you in fpirit, to_live to that 
Saviour who died for us in order to releafe our fouls and 
bodies from every thing that might prove hurtful to us— 
©! his body. and blood is an inexpreffible dainty for 
my poorheart. When I am led into the confideration 
of his dying love, I ftand dumb before hin. O! that 
love! that could conftrain him to die for us, to redeem. 
us and to wath us from all our fins in his blood, fo as to, 
remember them no more! eternal thankfgiving is dug to 
him for it. 
4.) M. H. Yes! 1 feel fenfibly that Lam a poor finful 
creature. When I meditate on our Saviour, I find my- 
- felf fo defeétive that I can bring no words together; but 
yet I cannot let him depart from my eyes, neither can he 
leave me. nor forfake me, for he has redeemed me from. 
my, fins. When I take a walk among. the rocks and 
pray, I feel his nearnefs ; for he does not treat the poor- 
ones with contempt, and therefore I, prefs the clofer to 
him.—Remember us before our Saviour, that he and the ~ 
impreflion of his death and. fufferings may conftantly 
abide in our hearts; then we fhall live to his joy. and 
yours, and when he calls us home, we. fhall kifs the, 
wounds in his hands and feet forall the grace he has ber 
tigwed upon us, 3 | 
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SECOND APPENDIX. 


As the mifionary Frederic Boebni/h departed.to his Lord 


“on: July 29, 1763, I will here infert his life, and. 


fo conclude this Hiitory of the miflion. 


Was born (writes He of himfelf) the r6th of 
April 1710, at Kuhnewald in Moravia, where my 
father was a miller, and according to his beft infight 
recommended the fear of Godto me. At firft I had 
no inclination for a pious life; but as I grew in years 
and underftanding, I became very uneafy in my mind, 


‘ efpecially when I thought on death, and I often went 


weeping alone into the field without properly know- 
ing why. At the time of the general awakening. in 
Moravia, about Eafter,1722, coming the firft time into 
a meeting of the brethren, and hearing the late happy 
witnefs of Jefus Melchior Nitfchman, preaching and 
praying, my heart was fo powerfully laid hold of by 
grace, that it was melted in numberlefs tears. 
Upon this I refolved immediately to emigrate, and to 
look out for children of God. I went every morning 
and evening into a garden with my coufin Matthew 
Boehnifh, where we prayed on our knees, with our 
faces turned towards Saxony, m- hopes that God in 
his good time would conduct us thither. The firft 


“company that fled, would not take me along with 


them, in order not to expofe my parents to vexe~ 
tious examinations and troubles. But on Palm- Sun- 
day 1725. J intruded myfelf upon anothet company 
almoft by force, and fled with them the fame night.. 
On Eafter-Sunday we heard the firft Lutheran fermon 
at Panten, and {oon after the late fervant of God Mr.. 
Schwedier in Niederwiefe, whofe prayer made a pow- 
erful impreffion upon my heart. On the firft Sunday 
after Eafter we arrived at Bertholsdorf, juft to the repe- 
tition of the Rey. Mr. Rothe’s fermon, and there we 
found the whole congregation of Herrnhuth affembled: 


together, It was indeed no {mall joy to me, that 


** our 
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our Saviour had brought me according fo my heart’s 
with fafe to Herrnhuth; but outwardly I faw little 
profpect of finding a maintenance, every thine there 
appearing {till very uncultivated and bare. I attempt- 


ed to learn the weavers-trade, but as it difagreed 


with my health, I was placed in the orphan-houfe 
at that time as affiftant among the children. But 
growing more fickly here than before, I refolved to 
become a gardener. In the mean-while I took four 


‚journies into Moravia, and at the third I brought out 


with me five perfons, among whom was my young- 
eft brother. 

* In the year 1731, at the return of the Richt Hon- 
ourable the Count of Zinzendorf from Copenhagen, 
much was fpoken concerning the Negroes and Green- 
landers: this excited a ftrong impulfe in my mind to 
go to Greenland ; and as F communicated it to Mat- 
thew Stach; who was at work with me in laying out 
and levelling the burying-ground, he told me to my 
joy that he had the fame thoughts. We made our 
mind- known to the congregation in a letter, and 


‘continued meanwhile our work in ftillnefs, in ex- 


pectation of hearing further of the miflion to Green- 
land. Some time after, I accompanied Brother 
Chriftopher Demuth on his journey to Pruffia and Li- 
thuania, te vifit the Salzburg-exiles ; and as Matthew 
Stach during that interval, Anno 1733, was gone to 
Greenland, i together with brother ‘Zohn Beck follow- 
ed him thither Anno 1734. At our arrival we found 
that the inhabitants of Greenland were carried off by 
an epidemical ficknefs for many miles round about 
us; neyeithelefs we madea covenant and figned it, 
importing, that if even in ten years not ont Green- 
lander fhould be converted, we would not fuffer our 
fpirits to fink, but would endure to theend. Our 
outward want of neceilaries, the dangerous and diffi- 
cult fea-voyages to feek provifions,-the contempt of 
our neighbours, the reproaches and fpiteful machi- 
nations of the heathens, who were prejudiced againft 


us and would not hear us, the difficult language, and 


many inward and outward fufferings, often opprefied 
me inexprefhibly, and it was in this fituation- that f 
‘* com. 
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compofed that hymn; Here is a little company, &c*, 


flock of believing’Greenlanders. about us, and. the 
great love to thefe favages, whom I could have wept 
into the very heart of our Saviour (if;I may be allow- 
ed the expreffion) encouraged me again, and ena» 
bled me to fuffer every. affliction chearfully. When 
our Saviour made üs a prefent of the firftling of this 
nation Samuel Kajarnak; 1, thought for joy with Si-+ 
meon: ‘¢ Lord! now letteft thou thy fervant depart 
in peace, lince mine eyes have feen thy falyation in 
this heathen.” But this joy was but fhort-lived. Our 
Samuel .was obliged to fly, being purfued by, mur- 
derets, We were frightened by various falfe reports, 
as if the Count of Zinzendorf was. loft in his voyage 
to St. Thomas’s, and were often told that our miffion 
would foon be atanend. Through the blefled vifi- 
tation of the Rey. brother Gra/man, Anno 1740, we 
were afrefh ftrengthened; and at that time I was 
joined in matrimony with fifter Anna Stach. Soon 
after enfued the bleffed awakening amongft the hea- 
thens, which greatly encouraged us to labour-among 
them. But having endured many internal and exter- 


nal heavy circumftances, for the fpace of nine years; _ 


I fet out in 1743 for Germany, to refrefh myfelf in the 


congregation. I fhall never. forget: with what grace 


I was there overpowered, and how often I was melted 
down with. joy and fhame, before the feet of my dear 
Saviour. In the mean-while my wife came alfo, and 
brought our two. children: into the nurfery. In the 
year 1745 we returned again to Greenland on board a 
{hip from Amjflerdam. deftined for the whale-fifhery, 
where I was obliged to:perform. the; chaplain’s office ; 
and we enjoyed the years following very happy times 
among our dear Greenlanders, till in the year 1749 
we obtained leave, for the fecond: time to. vifit the 
congregations. We fteered our courfe firft to Pen- 


‘< /ylvania, where we not only vifited the congregations 


* Our late brother compofed many other hymns; but Ihave only caufed 


the above-mentioned to be printed at the end of the year 1737, becaufe it 
gives fuch a lively idea of the fituation of affairs relative to that miflion at 
that time, | 


cc at 


Em 
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Sat Bethlehem, Nazareth, Gnadenthal, .Chriftian’s-brunn, 
* &c. but alfo partook of the holy facrament with the 
‘© Indian-congregation at the Mahoni, and aflifted at a 
S$ baptifm. From hence we went to England, and 
‘* were for four months together refrefhed both tempo- 
‘* rally and fpiritually at the houfe of the late Ordinary 
‘© of the brethren inyLondon. In the year 1750 we vi- 
* ited the congregations in Holland, Germary and Silefia, 
‘* 'and»were truly ,aftonifhed at all the good which the 
‘¢ Lord had done for his people in fo fhort atime. Hav- 
“€ ing béen prefent ‘at the fynod in Barby, we returned 
“ again:in £751 with new ftrength and courage to our 
<< work. ‘During ‘the ‘years 1757 and 1758, when I 
‘* fupplied brother Beck's place, the: grace of my Lord 
<¢ Jefus Chritt approved itfelf.in a very powerful man- 
“© ner-on my heart, notwithftanding .all my weaknefs 
“© and -unfitnefs; and. he owned. my poor teftimony 
“€ amongft the heathen. ‘Being releafed again by bro- 
“ther Beck, I went the third time,to-Zerrnhuth m the 
“th year 1759, and enjoyed many -bleflings, particularly 
“6 whilft attending the lectures and difcourfes of the 
<¢ Jate Ordinary. But little did'I-then imagine, that in 
“€ the month of May 1760 I fhould affift in carrying his 
<< venerable remains to'the burying-ground! ‘This lofs 
* made me fhed numberlefs tears, and caufed me a deep 
*¢ concern and forrow.- But our Saviour comforted my 
<< heart with a full affurance, that he would not let the 
« work which he had begun through this his chofen 
« Servant, drop or be interrupted, but complete it by 
*< means of his fucceflors. With this hope I fet out 
© again to Greenland in the year 1761, and arrived with 
“ my company on Aug. 1, fafe and well at New- 
“ Herrnhuth.” 

Thus far our late brother’s own hand-writing. 

During this long and dangerous voyage, he was al- 
ways feen chearful and happy: but inwardly he believed, 
that it probably would be the laft; and his mind feemed . 
to be much engaged with the thoughts of departing and 
being at home with the Lord. He would frequently re- 
cite to his companion, the compiler of this hiftory, (who 
had not been prefent himfelf) fome paffage or other of 
the late Ordinary’s Jaft hours and fayings, and alwaysjwith 
| - tears 
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tears in his eyes. He employed himfelf chiefly with 
reading the lateft congregation-writings, and generally 
concluded with finging foftly fome hymns, efpecially 
thofe compofed by the late happy Count Chri/fian Re. 
%atus, which were particularly relifhed by him. ‘He en- 
tered anew upon his office in Greenland with an humble 
and yet confident and believing heart, and his difcourfes 
were hearty, moving, attended with undtion, and often 
with tears. “Their chief contents were, the unfpeakable 
love of our Lord Jefus towards his poor creature man, 
which conftrained him, even to fuffer death for them. 
He made it his principal concern to obtain a true know- 
ledge of the heart’s-fituation of the Greenlanders, to dif- 
tinguifh properly between human infirmities and actual 
unfaithfulneffes, and to treat them accordingly with le-’ 
nity or rigour, and yet at the fame time to endeavour to 
gain the perfons with mecknefs and maternal love. In 
his converfation with the Greenland helpers, one ob- 
ferved a peculiar tendernefs and undtion. He heard 
what they advanced with friendlinefs and patience, gave 
them folid advice, rejoiced: when ‘things went well, but 
was alfo not dejected when it did not fucceed among the 
people according to his wifh; he then pointed out the 
caufe of every diforder, gave them ufeful’ admonitions, 
and exhorted them to new faithfulnefs, and to fhew 
good example to the others. In the conferences with 
his European fellow-labourers, he was condefcending 


and not felf-opinionated, and was always intent upon — 
keeping up the unity of the fpirit in the bond of love. . 


One could perceive that his office among the Greenland- 
ers lay, efpecially for thefe laft years, with great weight 
upon his mind, and he was frequently obferved to re- 
tire into folitary places to pour out his own concerns, 
and thofe of the people.committed ‘te his charge, in fer- 
vent prayer to our Saviour. He was exceedingly con- 
cerned left the Greenland flock might increafe in number 
by means of fuch,’ who come to them rather with a 
view of temporal than fpiritual advantages : and he could 
not reft fatisfied in this fcrutiny, until he was convinced 
upon folid grounds, that they were indeed awakened by 
the Spirit of God, and had experienced the power of ‘the 
gofpel of Chritt, He. aiifted-his brethren’ in temporal 


- affairs - 
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affairs as his ftrength and other avocations would per- 
mit. In Auguft 1762, he returned from an excur- 
fion in a very rainy day wet to the fkin, and complain- 
ed of a violent head-ach. We advifed him to be 
more careful; and not expofe himfelf to fuch weather, 
which caufes the moft ficknefles in this country ; but 
fecing the accumulated labour of his Brethren, he 
would ftill rifk his own health to affift them. In Aus 
tumn, the fame year, he took a journey to the Iflands, 
. to vifit fome fick Greenlanders, and to adminifter 
medicines to them as well as fpirituäl advice ; for he was 
alfo their phyfician in ordinary. Towards the clofe 
of the year his head-ach increafed to that degree, that 
he was obligedto preach and to keep the meetings 
with his head bound. In May 1763 his head fwelled, 
which grew fo painful to him, that he was often 
fcarce matter of his fenfes ; and yet he continued his 
function among the Greenlanders with unparalleled 
faithfulnefs and bleffing, till within three weeks of his 
departure; and the laft fermons which he preached 
will not be forgotten among that nation, On the ıath 
of July, attempting in company with, a Greenlander 
to ufe fome exercife and to take frefh air in the field, 
as he was defcending from a rock, he was feized with 
a dizzinefs, and falling down, was wounded on the 
head. He was now obliged to take to his bed. He 
foon fignified not only his defire, but likewife his full 
affurance, that he fhould foon go home; he fighed of- 
ten to our Saviour, but was compofed and happy, tho’ 
he could not fpeak much. But in the night of July 
16, he feemed to recover his vivacity and fpeech, fo 
as to be able to converfe with his Collexue, who watch- 
ed with him, about feveral material affairs. He then 
called for his wife, who was alfo fick, and had a hearty, 
meek and humble converfation with her, recommend- 
ed her and their children to the care and protection 
of the Lord, and at laft laid his hand on her and 
‚his youngeft fon lately born, and imparted his blefing | 
“to them. We prefented him fome bread and wine for re- 
‘frefhment ; this made him recollet the great grace and 
favour of having adminiftered the facraments to the be- 
lieving Greenlanders ; and at the fame time he moft 

Vor Ik | Hh ardent» 
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‘ardently implored our Saviour’s pardon for every omifft- 
on in’his office and calling. And when his Collegue. 
put him in mind of our Saviour’s gentlenefs and ten- 


dernefs, he replied: “* O! yes! that is true, fo he, 
‘¢ has ever approved himfelf to me.” From that _ 


time he fpent the remaining moments in. ftill conver- 


fations with his Lord, of which we could underftand. 


fome broken fentences. Once he faid diftinétly : ““ Our 


s< Saviour pays me frequent vifits, and will foon fetch — 


« me home.” July 24, he received the holy facra- 
ment for the laft time, and then lay moftly in a con- 
{tant flumber, till July 28, when he once more joined 
in finging fome verfes treating of the happinefs of be- 
ing with the Lord. On the 29th of July he faid with 
a broken voice, ““ My dear Saviour is now come to 
“© take me home;” and at four o’clock in the afternoon, 
the moment came, when he gave up his foul unto ‘his 
faithful Creator and Redeemer, during a happy departure- 
liturgy held by the Brethren prefent, in the 54th year of 
hisage, 29 years of which he had fpentin the fervice of the 
Greenland-congregation, and 23in a contented and hap- 
“py marriage, which had been bieffed with & children. 
As many of the Greenlanders as at this time of the 
year were at home, were immediately called together to 
‘hear the notification of the happy departure of this 


their faithful minifter, the firft inftance during al- - 


moft thirty years; which caufed avery tender emotion 
“and innumerable tears. Letters ‘were fent by two Green- 
landers to the colony at South-bay, 80 leagues North 
of this, to convey, if poffible, an account of this 
‘event to Europe by the fhip there ready to fail, and we 
-fucceeded ta our wifh. Mean while all our Green- 
‘Janders aflembled, and alfo many Heathens from the 
neighbouring iflands, to be prefent at the burial ; and 
“in their prefence, a difcourfe was previoufly held by 
‘the Miffionary Ballenhorft; ‚and then. the tabernacle of 
"this venerable witnefs of the death and fufferings. of 
“Jefus Chrift among the Greenlanders, was decently 
“interred in the burying-ground of the Greenland-con- 
: gregation. - Let his bones flourish again out of their place. 
Ecclus. xlix. 10. . | rad ? 
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„AJCCOUNT S from other Heathen-congregations, Vol. ii, 
page 59, Sc. their effect upon the Greenlanders, 266,- 


354+ 
Agape, il. 434. See Love-feafl. 
gue, cured bya fudden joy, il. 157. 
Amulets, 1. 216. ii. 348. The Greenlanders fond of 
them, i. 302. | ' 
Angekoks or Sorcerers, i. 209, are the Greenlanders counfellors, 
i1.* 304. (note) their bufy oppofition to the work of the Mif- 
fion in the beginning, i. 287.297. their felf-interefted defire 
* of knowledge, ii. 304. one of them reduced to a dilemma, 
_.28. another renounces his art, 37. the exemplary honelt 
“ confeffion of one, 54 & 
Angmarjet, Capelin or {mall-herring, i. 94. the Greenland- 
- ers daily bread, g5. ii. 58. 
Apofiates after being touched by grace, melancholy inftances 
“of fuch, 11. 360. | 
Afbefus or ftone-flax, i. 56. 9 
Affaffination, i. 193. 401. li. 42- (note) 127. 
sdtoning Sacrifice of Jefus, fince what time it became the great 
and chief point inthe Brethren’s congregation, il. 3.  * 
Author (the) his dangerous voyage to and from Greenland, ii, 


327. . 

PR (the, firft) in Greenland, by what means ? i. 386. - 

“ brings care and labour with it, 391. its blefing on all 

fides, 405. beginsto be general, ii. 34, We. its bleffed 
progrefs, 6, ce. fometimes does not fhew its fruit till ie- 
veral years after, 109. 116. 241: 305. 310. | - 

Awakened Greenlanders, their ftate, 1. 398. 405. ii. 4. 12. 

rai 6, (200, eT. 271,296. ° 

* 


| B. " . 
Ballenhorft (Michael) comes to Greenland as catechift, ii. 126. 
vifits in Germany 224. is ordained deacon, marries, and 
returns to Greenland, 233. . 
Bands, the beginning of them, ii, 31. intention and blef- 
fing of their inftitution, 23. 61. 68. 101. 133. 241. 2°1.» 
355. 436. newregulation of them after the congregation 
‚was grown larger, 201. Band-keepers, conferences with 

them, ii. 61. "See Helpers. 
Hhz BulPs- 
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Ball? s-river, defcription of that difrid, i. By is the moft 
convenient for the Miffion, 347. 

Baptifm, Mr. Egede’s well-judged fownels therein, i. 306. 
he refolyes to adminifter it to children, /uppa/itis Jupponendis, 
309. is obliged again to intermit it, 313. the firft bap- 
tifm the Brethren faw in Greenland, 366. that of the firlt- 
fruits in New-Herrnbuth;; 401. in ‚Lichtenfels, ii. 312. of 
thé firft child of ‘believing’ parents, ii. 63. baptifm of 
u procedure therein, and impreflion attending it; 
431. its powerful eifeé&t on the baptized, 271. A fenfi- 
bie difference: between thofe heathens who have received 
this facrament, and thofe who have not, oe See Rechte 
tion. 

Baptifm, fome ah minifirations of j id 400. il. 32; 
Se. 62. 166. 270. 312, 317. on adeath-bed, 341.  . 

Baptifia, candidates for it, the firft, i. 389. -their reception 

£ and preparation, 11.429. their proper. RE ART 
muft know on whom they believe, 135. . 

Baptized Greenlanders, their ftate, ii. 12. 29. 40. 45- 2a 

4.62. 64. 67. 110. 285, 306. 339. 355-3 their 
faith working by love,. 41.-83. 223. 226, Mee bleffing 
from their RR in fimmer, 40. tho’ it be ‘painful to 
the labourers, ;67d. fometimes hurtful to themfelves, 64: 
at leaft dangerous, 69. They raife admiration:in foreigners, 
215. are liable to: receive hurt from them, zbid. -a Burke 

: part of thofe fince 1739, at home with RE in aa 
212. Some murdered: by the favages, 127.: 
Baflard-marbik, with runde eo Ay 5 5: De x 

Bears. 736 2H : 

Bear-f und, i. 6. 

Beck ( John) goes as Mitionary ta Greenland, i. 342. vifits 

+, in Germany, 11.75: 90. 97. 299. “4 memorial day of hiss 

. bleffed to.himfelf and the sreanderts 369: Fr 

Berries, plants that bear, i. 66. 

Bible-hours of the Miffionaries, i. 346. 351. ch 

& = the be Fa and the ee 151.359; io. 300. 

3 = ae 

Bing Mies a Danith Mifionary, i 1. 343. 

Birds, of theland, ı. 75.: of:the fea, 79. 

Bifbops (antient!y) in Greenland, i. 250. 252. 

Blefing on the Brethren’s. outward occupations, ii. 114. on 
the Greenlanders- fuftenance, 138. 225. 240. 260.! 2 
at the dificult beginning in Lichtenfels, 280. = 

Beehnifh (Frederic) goes as miffionary to Greenland, i. 342. 
Marries, li. 4. vilits in Germany, 49: returns, 74. from 
a vit in America, 140. vifits again in Germany, 299. 

: comes 


\ 
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‚eomes back, 327. and with him the Author, 2/4, finithes 
his courfe, 411, (note). which is defcribed, 466,7.) 
Boehmifb (Fehr) comesto Greenland, ii. 388. : © 
Boernike (Chriftian) goes to Greenland, ‘il. 90. 
Brethren, approve themfelves to the Greenlanders by their 
„walk, 1. 349. arealfo their Phyficians; 396. their dauti- 
on about ufing the language in fpiritual matters,‘ i. 332. 
"349. 399. their too great fcrupulofity at the firft in regard 
of baptizing, u, 63. their difpofition of mind'with regard 
. to benefactions from abroad, i. 374. See Miffonaries: °°: 
Bruun (Mr.);a Danith Miffionary, ii. 154. the leave he took 
_ of the Brethren, 299. roam) ef Lees: a 
Buch (Mr.) a Danifh Miffionary, ii. 204. 
-Burying=Ground: in New+Herrnhuth,’ confecrated with the 
~ corpfe of the Firftling, ii. 15. brought into order, 1792 
that in Piffk/arbik, 220.' > steed a hitter woe 
“! Cc. 
Cannibals, 1. 267. 
Cape-Farewell, 1. 17. 
Carried away, a baptized perfon, refcued, ii. 112. another 
‘ let alone, 130. a third refcues: herfelf, 136. her edifying 
entrance afterwards en the married ftate, ibid. 
Cajhelot, or Sperma-ceti Whale, i, 112. | 
Catechifation, i. 399. ih 36-598 - 
Catechumens from among the Greenlanders, their State, ii. 32. 
(Ads 144. 212, See 244. 317. 3550 
Child, difafter that befell a hopeful one, ii. 342. 
Children, laid hold of the firft by grace, il. 235. prove the 
- occafion. of their parents converfion, 32. 81. 107. 117, 
211. 251. 311. 316. 326. 332. ftate of thofe whom 
grace works upon, 22. 32. 246. 371. joy at their profper- 
ing, 81. 295. efpecially fuch as had been baptized, 296. 
315.2 See alfo 167. the new-born of ftill unbaptized pa- 
rents are*blefs’d, 77. 
Children, education of, among the Greenlanders, 1. 162. 
- 163. its confequences; ii. 377. is thro’ grace amended, 253. 


ur « 


Childs! baptifm of, how treated in the Greenland congre- 
-. gations, ii. 428. See alfo 135. the firft inflance, 63. has 
_ been a pledge.of the converfion of the parents, 284. the 
mothers often come out, and are prefent at it, 101. 203. ° 
Choirs, from the youngeft to the oldeft, ii. 437. their ftate 
‘ at the fecond vifitation, 175, 176. the feftival of all, fo- 
lemnized at New-Herrnhuth, 213. 2, 
Choir-Divifions, why introduced in Greenland alfo, 11. 435. 


Choir 
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Choir-houfe, beginning of that of the fingle fifters in so 
Herrnhuth,. i. 289. ni 

Choir-meetings, their beginning, li, 61. time and intention. 
of them, 436. . pie 

Chriftian Religion, introduced i in Old Greenland, i. eng.‘ k 

Chriftian IV. (King) under him the Danes difcover erg 
land, i. 276. 

Chriftian VE Räng) calls back the colonifts from Greenland, 
i. 311. renews the Miflion and trade, 314. 325. 

Chriftian David goes to Greenland, 1. 315.321. vifits the fa- 
vages, 339. goes back, 356. fupports the Miffion while. 
away, 347. 353. 372. returns again, and builds a church 
or chapel in New-Herrn.huth, 'n.'98. goes back, )114.- 
© brings the Greenlanders a houfe for their provifions, 124. 

Chriftian’s-hope, colony and Miflion there; i. 15. 344. ac- 
counts from thence, ii. 206. 

Chrifimas, celebration of the firft with the believing rap 
landers, 11. 65. of the fir Chriitmas and new-year’s Vi- | 
gil after the opening of their church, 104. See alfo 111... 

Church, one builtin New-Herrnhuth, ii. 97. in Lichtenfels, 

14. confecration of the former, gg. 114. a baptifm at the 

4 une time, 100. confecration of the latter, 350. : 

Church-difcipline, has a bleffed effe& on one difobedient per- 
fon, ii. 57. on others, 88. 142. 266. 297. See Lord’s-Sup- 
er. 

Gee on of. the heart, a believing Greenlander’s thoughts 
Of tee" ih, 334% 

Claus- haven, a colony, i 1,04 5- 

Cod-fijb, 1. 95. 

Colas. BA ame eS “ | 

Comzninicant, Communion, thofe words made Gr eenlandith, i. 
108. 4, 

Communicants, the firft from among the Greenlanders, i ii. 102. 

“ their increafe, 111, &c. their ftate, 252. 282. 285, &%e. 

“297. 319. the Miffionaries touch- flone in trying them, 
33 

RR holy, the Gieculahtlts expreflion about it, ii. 
102. ableffed one at the fecond vifitation, 175. 

Compaffion natural, rewarded with grace, 11. 245. (note). 

Confirmation before the holy communion, prefuppofitions 
thereto, and form thereof, ii. 432. 

Confli£ of the mind at converfion, what it is, illuftrated by 

' the inftance of a Greenlander, ii. 334. 

Congregation, to atrue Chriftian one the holy Communion is 
effential, ii. 94. the Greenland flock become thereby alfo 
qualified, 95. internal and exter nal confi.tution of the 

Ä | Greens 
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Greenland congregation, 397> Ee, it grows in grace, even 
under a want of the ufual opportunities, Was ot 
Congregations, the two Greenland ones, the fum of ‘their 
_ members, il. 442. their internal worth, 443. See alfo 181. 
Congregation-flatutes drawn up and agreed to, li, 133. 
Cengrigation-day, monthly, the beginning of it in Green- 
land, it. 60. the firft after the opening of the church in 
New-Herrnhuth, 102. reftored again, 1 34. 143. that at 
‚the fecond vifitation,. 171, 179. its blefing in general _ 
_ among the believing Greenlanders, 340. 354. 
Congregation-/pirit, what ? the date of its breathing among 
the Greenland flock, ii. 95. : 
Converfion, true account of it in the believing Greenlanders, 
ii, 333, Ge. neither promoted nor hindered by bodily cir- 
_ cumitances, zbid. See alfo i, 335. it. 129. 
Conviction, fee Underftanding. 
Coppice-wood, even this fcarce in Greenland, i, 67. 
Corn, not to be raifed there, i. 296. 
Crabs, i. 98. sf tas | 
Caeiors teftified of asthe Saviour, by a Greenland helper, 
ii. 367. : 
N the Greenlanders notion of it, i. 204. a baptized 
_ one’s expreffions concerning it, 198. 
Cro/s, (the word of the) tokens of averfion toitin convinc- 
ed favages, il. 383. 
Croft, (making the fign of it) footfteps thereof among the’ 
_ Greenlanders, i. 398. | NY 
Crucified Fefus, the foundation of all doétrine in the Brethren’s 
miffion, 11, 1, &rc. 424. after having tried the infufici- 
ency of all other, did. the teftimony of other menof God 
confirms this, 425. See alfo, i. 381. 386. 
Cryftal, 1. 57- | A | 
 Curiofity, proves to many the occafion of having their hearts 
“- touched, ii. 73. 
Cuttle-f/h, 1. 101. 


». | 
Dalager (Laurence) fa&torat Good-hope, i. 19, &re. il. 224. | 


245: 
Daniel (the helper) his bleffed journey to the North, ii. 197. 
folid teftimony delivered among the favages, 329. to the 
believers, 335, &r. (See alfo di/courfes.) his life and end, as 
the man of God among the Greenlanders, 390. 
"Darkne/s, the power of it fenfibly felt at the beginning of tk 
Brethren’s Miflion, i. 358. in the progrefs, ii. 1c6. 
Davwis’s Straits, i. 3. difcovergd by John Davis, 275. 
. Days 
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Days and Nights, length of them, i. 47. _ _ _, 
Death, (the ftate after) Greenlanders notion of it, i. 201. 
' fear of death expelled out of the believing Greenlanders, 
li, 12. 131. 191. 223. 345. even thofe who are only 
awakened, i. 390. of + 2 Saath dees ee | 

Deluge, the Greenlanders tradition concerning it, i. 204. 

Departureout of the body, the benedidtion of perfons on that 
oceafion, ii. 44 ARE RR 

Devil’s Apoftles, {uch among the Greenlanders alfo, ii. 364. 

Difficulties, manifold at beginning the work of the Miffion, 
1431, Fc. 381. Ries | 

Difcipline of grace; ii. 30. 138. Seealfo Fudgment, Church- 
Difeipline. | 

Difcourfes of the Miffionaries, i. 385. it. 36. 5%. 82. 99. 119, 
&c. 312. of the Greenland helpers, ii. 236. 249. 259. 
263. 267, Se. 286. 319, &r..335. 363. 385. 

Dober (Leonard) firft Miffionary to St. Thomas’s, 1.319. 

Difeo-bay and ifland, i. 14. 

Dogs, the Greenlanders horfes, i. 74. 

Drachardt, Mr. (the Danith Miffionary) his acquaintance with 
the Brethren, 11. 23. marriage, 75. he goes back from 
Greenland, 148. his Conduét in his office, 149. he and 
another brother vifits and converfes with the E/quimaux in 
Terra Labrador, 1. 262. 

Drachardt (Mrs.) her laft hours, ii. 148. 

Dreams, the Greenlanders have many, and fuch as feem to 
have fomething in them, i. 213. ii. 37. 50. 116. 382 
tho’ no ftrefs is laid on them, 148. | 

Drift-Ice, fee Ice-fields, | 

Drift-wood, i. 37- 

Ducks, i. 80. . : 

Dwelling-together of the believing Greenlanders, reat im- 
Susi of it, il. 402. for themfelves and for the gofpel, 
ibid. ; 


E. 


Lagernefs, wholfome, after inftru&tion, inftances of it amon 
the believing Greenlanders, ii, 354. how qualified by the 
Miffionaries, 2d. 

Eagles, i, 78. feafonable benefit from fhooting one, 361. 
Harner or provider among the Greenlanders, what? i. 393. 
il. 139. 401. agood one tho’ he had loft his feet, 331. 

_ Earth, kinds thereof, i. 59, . 

Eaft-fide of Greenland, i. 2. defcription of it, 245. lateft 
accounts from thence, 266, repeated vain attempts to get 
toit again, 274. 292. 295. 308. 314. il, 205. See Green- 
land old. 


Eafler- 
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Eafter-Liturgy, the firft held on the burying-ground in New- 
Herrnhuth, ii, 118. another, 214. 

Ebb and Flood, i. 2. 41. . | 

Egede (Mr. Hans or Fohn) fummary of the work of the Miffiön 

_. begun thro’ him in Greenland, i. 279, &c. he and his wife 
fhew much faithful kindnefs tothe brethren, 332. 338. 348. 
which is returned to his fucceffors, 396. he goes back to 
Denmark, 364. after taking a hearty leave of the Brethren, 
366. -ereéts a Greenland feminary, bid. concludes his . 

_ race, tbid. | 

‚Egede (Mrs.) her happy departute out of this world, i. 368. 
fhe was a Chriftian heroine, ibid. fee alfo Faith. 

Egede (Mr. Paul) Danifh Miffionary and Superintendant, i, 
343+ 363: helps the Brethren in the language, 345. 

‚Egede’s-minde, a colony, i. 14. 

Eider-bird, i. 81. 

Eider. down, how it is gathered and cleaned, iid. 

"E/geimaux, thorough likenefs between them and the Greer- 
landers, 1. 261, 262. 

-Evangelifts (harmony of the four) tranflated into Greenland- 
ifh, ii. 11. proves a blefling alfo tothe tranflators and help- 
ers, ibid. 

‘Exwald, (Mr.) the profeffor, is helpful to the Brethren’s go- 

" ing to Greenland, 1. 323. 

Excufes of the Greenlanders for not being converted, 11.78. 
129. 249. 264. 203. 344. 362. 364. 368. confuted ih 
fact by their country-men, 29. 


. F: . 
Faith, the Brethren’s many ways ftrengthened, i. 351. 361. 
371. 375, 376. crowned, 386, &c. even in temporal re- 
{pects, 393. tried, 401, &c. cheared up, ii. 62. put to 
‚the blufh by mercies beyond expectation, 110. that of a 

* weaker veffel crowned, i. 289. , | 

Falcons, 1. 78. 

Famine among the Greenlanders, lis 129. 157. drives ma- 
ny tothe Brethren, 158. 246. 258. but does not ‘convert 
them, 263. : 

Fear, a foul faved thereby, ii. 138. 

Fire-balls, in Greenland, ii. 309. ee 

Firft thall be lait, & e contra, exemplified at Lichtenfels, ii. 


F vipers Baty and lodge, i. 6, 7. ti. 224. the Heathens there in- 
vite the brethren, 276. Miffion there, fee Lichtenfels. 

Forbifher (Martin) {ails to Greenland, i. 274. the Foröi/her- 
frraits, 18, 

© Foxes, i, 72. , 

Vor. I. ki Frederic 
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Frederie IV. (King) occupies Greenland, anew, i. 279, 
Frederies-hope, colony and, Miflion,-i. 4. ii, 48. 
French-Chalk, fee Baftard-Marble. itp +8 
Frof-Smokej als 4zeo0 a we eh a. 
Funeral-Cuftoms of the Heathens, i. 237. of the Chriftiansy 
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“Gardar, cathedral chutch in Old Greenland, i. 20 coke 
Garden-Fruits, what. forts will grow in Greenland, i, 65. ü. 
398. u | Rs 
Garnet, 1. 57> 


tt Seach 


German, no more learnt by the Greenlanders, ii. 127... 
Gerrifon, (captain) brings a houfe to Greenland, ii. 5.123. 


Guats.1. 285 HALA ato | 


Glory (future) the believing Greenlanders idea thereof, 11. 249- 
e) how and why mifunderftood by the Green- 


God, (the nam Ä 
~ landers at firit, ii. 268. See Greenlanders, a oe 
Good-hope, colony and Miffion, i. 8; relation thereof, 279 We. 
Grae, prevailing force of it in a Heathen. that had. been 
touched, ii. 294. and his family, 295. perception of it at 
‚ all facred tranfattions, 385..Sce alfo 62. Various inftances 
of its power, 252. inftances of grace being fhewnen a 
„Stsck-bed,.372. „. i oral Us Sed 
Grafs, 1. O40. 3. 8 . | 
Graffman ( Andrew) his vifitation in Greenland, ii. 3. 
Greger/en (Mr.) Danifh Miffionary, ti. 299. 
Greenland, (the old loft) whats meant’ thereby? i. 2. 2456 
_ 1 (See alfo Eaf-fide) is difcovered, 243. lott, 263, Ic, dif- 
coveredagain, 274. an expedition in 4728, with armed 
force, to take poflefion of it, 307. fruftrated by a. fick- 
nefs, 308. . ald 
Greenlanders, thoughts about their origin and comparative 
charater, ii. 162. Their fhape and ftature, i. 132. turn of 
mind,: 134. 183, Ge. fuperitition, 196..whether Atheifts 2 
197. their conception of the Deity, .198. of heaven and 
hell, 201. their fciences, 229. Phyfic, 234. Aftronomy, . 
231, &e. fome of them hold the materiality of the foul, 
200. their traditions, 203, 204. chronology, 230. force- 
ty; „209: are mot very prolific, 161. ii. 401. yet may 
have large families, and how ? did. Their houfe-keeping, 
_ 1, 168. liberty of, their domeftics; 165. only when they 
have to do with foreigners, they obferve which is the maf= 
ter, 348. nore. their houfes, 139. tents, 141. kitchens, 
140. lamps, ibid. fleeping places idid. Something to be 
admired at the number of them that dwell together in pe 
d hou e, 


. 
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houfe, ii. 315. Their hofpitality, i. 188, difficulties attend- 
ing their mode of life, 164, 165. their food, 142. drink, 
144. cloathing, 136. work, 164. rules ofabftinence with 
DS toemployments and food, 2:5. their hunting and 
fifhing-tackle, 146. darts, ‘bid. fledges, 74. traflic among 
themfelves, 173. marriage cuftoms, 158. public fports, 
175. play, 177. legerdemain, 214. mufic, 176. drum, 
zbid. dance, ibid. finging-combat or fatirical dance, 178« 
meals, 145. feafts, 172. ficknefles, 234. their barbarity 
towards old and dying people, 397. ii. 129. their mourn-: 
cing, i. 238. il. 331. their form of government, i. 179. 
184. ina ftate of nature, b/d. their laws and decifions, 
180. law of nature, 187. 195. their regulation about 
inheritances, 191. law-fuits, 178. procefs with criminals, 
. 193. with ne ii, 50. their moral behaviour, i. 135; 
157. 169, 170. 182, rc. virtues andvices, 185, &r. the 
point wherein they place their chief merit,..2go. ii. 195. 
. 407. the converts or believers unreprovable and exemplary 
_ herein alfo, zbid. ground of the Greenlanders virtue, 1. 
186. 378. the effect which natural faith fometimes has on 
- their bodily conftitution, ii. 359. i. 294. Chrifiian Davia’s 
- judgment of them, i. 340. their behaviour in the begin- 
- ning towards the Danifh Miflionary, 286, &c. and to- 


_ s wards his inftruetion,» 297,. &e. towards the Brethren’s 


teaching, 341. 349. 367. they form a defign againit the 
Brethren’s life, 368. expect abfurd pieces of fervice from 
them, 341. their manner, when they would afk for any 
thing, ii. 331. (note) they ftart ftrange queilions, i. 397. 
look for miracles, 287. 376. iis zo. can diffemble, i. 306. 
. are given to tale-bearing, il. 67. the curing of which 
evil is laboured at in the baptized, z2:d. they are clofe and 
referved by nature, 296. long in bethinking themfelves, 
282. fecretly and perfeveringly revengeful, 1, 302. ii. 
127. yet futter themfelves to be diffuaded, 53. hindrances 
to their converfion,. ii, 160. 195. 284. 293. 305. 310, 
361. 382. they are afraid of being, as they call it, be- 
witched with the Gofpel, 283, &c. are weary of the word, 
and fcoff at it, i. 377. happy alteration in this refpect, 11. 
38. fome ftand againit it impudently, 5. 58, Gc. yet are 
gained, 18. joy at the firft that came and defired inftructi- 
on, i. 369. blefled effect of their refolution to dwell with 
the believers, ii, 284. they are clofe-handed towards per- 
fons in diftrefs, i. 304. 356. 360. become of a liberal tem- 
per thro’ grace, ii, 409. 410. fee alfo i, 396. ü. 59. 
260. 267. journey of fome, fill Heathens, to Denmark, 
with the confequenoes of it, i. 299. 305. 307+ 312. of 
_ baptized ones, 307. 313. 333. ii. 165. of fome in the 
‘T12 con- 
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congregation, on a vifit in Europe and. America, ii. 123. 
one {ets off to Holland, and what occurred to him, 200. 

Greenland Natior, their computed number, 1.10, ik 


H, 


’ 
Halibuts, 1. 97. U, 224. 
Hares, 1.70. | i hg 
Harveft for the church above, in New-Herrn-huth, ii. 19z, 
replaced by new feed, ibid. by ftill more, 207, Ge. its 
diitreffing confequences however, 216. — 08 
Hawen‘(Fens or John, and Peter) Brothers, come as Affiitants 
to Greenland, ii. 276. (of the former, fee i. 262. note) 
Heathens, which are the fallow, and which the thorny ground, 
ti. 310. 362. lab. 
Heathen, Lea serhiol of, the only fruitful method therem, ii, 
2, Se. isnot effected by outward diftrefs, 263, Ge. was 
an early thought of the late Count of Zinzendorf, i. 316. 
Heathen- Diacony, inftitution and blefling thereof, 11. 416, &e, 
Helpers, of each fex, among the believing Greenlanders, ‘il, 
tor. their bufinefs, 175. 417. their perfonal grace and 
‘ faithfulnefs in their office, 144. 197. 298. 367, Ge. di- 
vine prudence, 304. fee 'alfo 173. blefling on the confer- 
“ ences with them, 252. ontheir teftimony, 236. 262, €Fe. 
284. 292. 329. Andrew's folid evangelical fermon before 
the vifitator, 169. '* Be Like ee 
Herbs, 1. 61. ah 
Herring, 1- 94. See Augmar/ét. . 
Herring-Fifhery, of the Greenlanders, i. 95. ii, 58. regulati- 
"on of it among the believers, for the preventing of ‘all 
foul-danger, it. 81, We, 119. 141. 261. 404. real and 
rich grace thereat, 234. x VER Hg re tvs 
Flerrnbaag, a Greenlander baptized there, MET <¥- 
Herrnhuth, 1. 318. ar) x 
Holy-Gho/t, his perfon and office not unknown to the believ~ 
ing Greenlanders, il. 20. 268. 394. wa 
Holfeinburg, colony and Miffion, 1. 13. 
Horn-Pifhes, 1, 111, 
* Hope, that of the Miffionaries encouraged by our Saviour’s 
fenfible prefence, ii. 352. un : . iat 
Hudfor s- bay Javages, 1. 262. iio} oe: 
Huekel (Henry) comes as affiftant to Greenland, it. 299 » 
Hymns, benefit of them among the Greenlanders,. 1%, 131. 
"73 76. 81. 180. 229. 235. 307.- 370. fome compoled by 
the Miffionaries,i. 381. Hi. 114. 277..350. wu % 
H;ınn-Book, the Greenland Brethre@ and hilers, to theirjoy, 
ger a imall printed one, li. 299. rt Arie 
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Fablonfky (the late bifhop) gives his blefing to the Mifliona- 
ries going to Greenland, i. 343. 

Facob’s-haven, a colony, i. 15. 

Jee:felds, floating 1. 30. fixed, 36. 

Ice-glance, 1. 5. 21. 

Ite-mountains, floating, i. Zt. } “3 

Iceland, difcovery of it, i. 242. 


Jena, the awakening among the ftudents there, puts the Bre- 
thren upon the work of Miffions, i. 318. 


Imagination, initances of its force even in Greenlanders, i. 


335+ | 
Impreffions, in childhood, bear fruit in riper years, il. 375. 
Indians, compared with the Greenlanders, ii. 162. 
Indifferent (things fo called) border upon fin, ii. 134. (note). 
Innuit, name Es Greenlanders and E/quimaux give themfelves,' 

1. 132. 202. F 
Infe&s, of the land, i. 78. of the fea, 100. 

Inftrudtion, hours forit appointed, i. 404. ii. 11. 22. 
Ippegau, a benefactor of the Brethren, who in his children 
"and relations was recompenfed, i. 357. ii. 18. 34. 374. 

Judgment, beginneth at the houfe of God, ii. 217. 
Judith (the fingle fifter) builds in New-Herrnhuth a fingle 
filters houfe, ii. 126. See alfo Perfonalia of the fifers. 


K. 


Kablunet, or foreigners, the Greenlanders tradition concern- 

‚sing their origin, 1. 204. the Brethren, looked upon by 
them as. good ones, ii. 362. 

Kajak, or man’s boat, ie 150% 

Kajarnak, fee Samuel. 

Kainzk, long under conviction, at laft gained, ii. 19}. his 
end, 255. 

Kallak, fe the Greenlanders call their firft parent, i. 204. 

Kalmucks, the Greenlanders refemble them, i. 25 

Kangek, i. 9. an outer porch to New-Herrnhuth, ii. 330. 

- See alfo 174.. and Vifiting journeys. ; N 

Karalit and Kalalit, appellations of the Greenlanders and 
Efquimaux, 1. 262. 

Kaffak, a forcerer, is convinced, ii, 19. 28.264. _ 

Knowledge (living) of Jefus Chrift, folid increafe thereof a- 
mong the believing Greenlanders, il. 318. 368. particu- 
larly the helpers, 336, &c. 386, 387- 393, Gc. know- 
ledge of the letter increafes with it, 428. 

Keskernen, 1.9. See Vifiting journeys. 

Krak, 
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Krake, or ifland-fith, i. 117. 
' Kunz (Matthias) comes as aflıftant to Greenland, ii. 220. 
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Lamb of God, (texts concerning the) ‘tranflated into Green- 


+ 


landıfh with blefing, ii. 75». EF eo, en) ai 
Lange (Mr. Olaus) Danifh Miflionary, 1.307. goes back a 


12. 3 RER 
Din (the Greenlandifh) the featping of it difficult, i, 
217. 301, 332. il. 412. obftructed at firft by the Green-- 
landers themfelves, 1. 332. its defect of fpiritual expref- 
"fions, 347. | atta BETTER | tS. the 
Larfen (Berthel) Danifh catechift, ii. 177. 278. mae TS 
Lelong (Tfaac) in Amiterdam, offers affiftance to the Miffi-° 
,Onanes,” 1. 309.0. yt Sn 
Leprofy,a Greenland woman feized with it, ii. 301. . 
Letter (the firft) of the Brethren out of Greenland, i. 329. 
more, 358. 379. 396.11, 64. of a Danifh miflionary to 
_ the Brethren in New-Herrnhuth, ii. 205. ae 
Letters of the converted or believing Greenlanders, ii. 60. 
61. 186. 218, 219, 221, 222, 223. 240. 242. 255. 
256. 283. 288. 290. 300, 325, “Je. 393, He. 446. Se, 
Liberty (wholefomely modified) of the believing Greenlanders 
~ in their outward oeconomy, ii, 404. Pie 
Lichtenfels, Miffion, 1.°7. ii, 278. ee of the place, 
il. 399. occafion to the thinking of a Miffion there, rc Fi 
Jc, occafion of the name, 303. choice of the fpot, and 
~ beginning of the building, 279. beginning of vifits to 
_ and from that place, 280. grace poured out on the firft 
fettling of that little congregation, 281. caufe of its flow 
growth, 282. fuftenance obtained there with difficulty, 
307. 309. well, 357. firft year of grace there, 311. ad- 
- dition to the building, 314. they receive, ereét and con- 
fecrate a new congregation-houfe, 348. Greenlandifh hymn 
of dedication, 350. laft hours of the firftling of the 
adult baptized ones there, 378. | | ; 
‘Lindenow fails to Greenland, i. 276. ET 
Liturgy of the baptized, fomething divine attending it, ii, 
~ 164. | \ 
Living (way of in externals) among the Greenlanders, not 
much to be altered, ii: 402. ee 
Lord’s Supper, reafon of deferring it fo long among the bap- 
tized Greenlanders, -ii. 94. the firft they had, g3. 102. 
miniftration and blefling thereof, 432, &c. happy after- 
fruits, 119. 191. bleffed longing for it, 375. motive theres 
of, 140. (note). Greenland communicants, their divine 
Ones concerning it, 297. 340. 393. 451. pee a 
OM = 
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\ Communicants). blefing attending the feafonable exclufion 
from it; 139.265. 297. 338, &c. the voluntary finner- 
like abftaining therefrom, 252. 254. 319. See alfo 142. 
_ reafon of the former, x er Ä | 
-hove-Feaf?, not to be confounded with the Lord’s fupper, ii. 
"33. note, © + if, er 
Lying ({pirit of) how bufy in oppofition to the work'of God 
* "in Greenland, ii. 79. 293. SE 2 
Mangek, the firft Glenfähder that was touched inrhis.heart, 
23. 383+ 400. ik. 44, itt joo dann BENER 
Margraf (Cbrifiian) comes to Greenland, i. 372, returng 
“Back, #11. 23. er ie 30 erate 
Married People, (now believing) bleffed. with a yiew, to, their 
_ ftate, ii, 137. 176. 179. : I vert dA 
arried Pair, the firft new one among the believers in Green- 
land, ii. 47. em "a 
Marriages, various incidents on that occafien, i..89. 
‚Matrimony (holy) blefling extended. to it in Greenland alfo, 
11. 14 ° ? 1 ‘ ; 
1: (even their_bodily) the Greenlanders learn to con- 
fider reverently, ii. 272. © a > 
Mer-man, 1. 117... “ Vi silt wien 
‘Meteors, i. 49. iR, 
Mews, i, 85. ae ER h, 
"Meyer (George Henry) comes to Greenland as afliftant in the 
Miffion, 11. 388. t 
Mikkiak, or dried flefh, i. 143. ii. 58. eS 
Milzoug (Mr. Henry) Danith Miffionary, i, 307» goes back, 
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‘Minerals, i. 58. 
Miffon, beginning of the Danifh thro’ Mr. Egede, i. 2795 
Sc. palles thro’ hard trials, 288. 304. 311, Fc. the 
Brethren’s in like manner, 331. 337. 3555 Gr., occafion 
and beginning. of the latter, 316. that to Sr. Thomas’s, 
318, 319. to Greenland, 320. date of its coming to_ better- 
confiftence inwardly and outwardly, ii. 1, &r, & 
Miffions (the Danith and German) ferve one Lord, ii. 64. 
150. 205. (the Brethren’s two) how fupplied with labour- 
ers, and the reafon, 411, &e. 
Mifionaries (the firft from the Brethren) their difpofition of 
_ mind at entering into Greenland, i. 328, &Jc. their com- 
pact in regard to the converfion of the Heathen, 354. 
itate of mind at certain times, 337, Gc. 351, Wr. 358. 
_ 369. 3735 374. 384. ii. 24. 40. 46. 62. 110. fuffer 
hunger, 1. 355. 359. 371, 393. contempt, and malate. 
Q 


aie life, ; 358: 368. perilous journeys; 357+. 362. th 4 
784 GO 107y Fe. 247. 327- their life prolonged thro’ 
_ the,divine good pleafure, 11. 413. allure no’one to them, 
332. yet fuffer none to be taken away by force, | 346. See 
.. alfo 107. their houfe-keeping, wants and fund, 415), intea- 
tion of ai vifits to Germany, 414. vr alfo. Brethren. 
‚Mifss 1.) & 
pha faétor at Good-hope, a lover of Tefüs cote of the 

Brethren, ii. 224. returns to Copenhagen, ibid. 
Moon, total eclipfe of it, vifible in Greenland, ii. 358. 
Morals (Manual of) practical ufe and ‚blefing © of it. in 
Greenland, ii. 261. 

Motive, one corporal, contributes to the increafe of the 
aes congregation, ii. oe See al 1, 393. note. 
Mofs, i. 65. | - us 
woke in Greenland, ‘i: ' eis ©; 
Murderers (band of) ferious difcourfe to thei ii. 55+ 117. 

-.gee Aa, alhınation. ' 
Mufcles, 1. 99. 

Mufies fee Singing. 
Myfteries, the proper time whe explaining inca ii. 37. ¢ wt) 

99: Geog 340. ‘a 
N. ny 
Negro-Miffion, the Negro Antony proves the aceaton of i ty i. 

318. ‘ 
Neiffer (Wenceflaus) goes a. voyage to Greenland, ii. 3. but 
= "does not land, zbzd. 
ee i. 13. colony and miffion there, 29 5. is abandoned, 

giz 
Nee or Cat-fith, i. 96. 
New-Herrnhuth, Miffion, i ib: 9./931. defeription of the u 

li. 397. fee alfo 162. good providence in choofing that 

{pot for the beginning, i. 324. (ote). is increafed, 389. 

becomes a congregation, ii. 94 has a church or place of 

public worfhip erected, 97, 

New-Year of the Greenlanders, ii. 231. New-year’s eve or 
“vigil, 105. 111. 232. 

Nitfehman (David) goes to St. Thomas’s, i. 30%, 
Nitfehman (Rofina) Pat in Greenland, ii. 15° 

“ Noogfoak, colony, 1. 

North-America atic, 1,26 30/242, 

North-Lights, i. 48. 

Norwegians difcover and take poffeffion of Greenland, i. 

243. 
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Oo, 
Obedience, does not imply tyranny over the confcience, ii. $75 


Oo. 
Offence, (public) excludes a perfon from the congregation, if. 
435. alfo the propagating thereof, 68. | 
Obnjorg, (Mr.) Danith Miffionary, i, 343. 
Olaus’s (St.) cloytter in old Greenland, i. 245; 

Olfen ( Andrew) Fagtor in Greenland, ii. 220. 278. 
Open-heartedne/s, this gift or quality in the Greenlanders how 
valuable, ii. 142. 295. 296. 

Opinion (mean of one’s felf).exemplarily found in a Heathen 
laid hold of by grace, ii. 251. confequence thereof, 270. 
Ordinary of the Brethren, the effeé&t which the notification of 
his deceafe had in Greenland, ii. 313. 
Overferting in a Kajak, i, 151. ii. 165. 
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Paars, governor of Greenland, builds a fort there, i. 307. 
309. returns, 312. Ä 

Parhelion, appearance of three, ii. 156. 

Paffion-Hiftory of Jefus, by this the Greenlanders are awak« 
ened, 1. 386. ii. 2, 3. 27. 31. 36; 37, &c. A harmo- 
ny of the Evangelifts on the fubjet, tranflated and print- 
ed, brought to Greenland, ii. 299. the fure bleffing al- 

„ways attending this matter, when ümply fet forth, 353. 371. 

Partridges, i. 75. 

Patience under pain, by refle&iing on the fufferings of Jefus, 
ii, 169. 300. 301. | 

Pedilavium, time and miniftration thereof, ii. 434. the firft 
in New-Herrnhuth, 136. the original thouchts of a be- 

_ lieving Greenlander concerning it, 340. 

Pentecof?, its celebration, ii. 120, falls out, without detriment, 
in the time of the Herring-fifhery, 234. 262. 

Per fonalia and laft hours, 

. I. Of Greenland Brethren. 

of the helper Aaron, ii. 219. the married man, 324. the 

"married man Amos, 256. the helper Andrew, 221. the boy 

, Barnabas, 254. the widower Barzillai, 81..211.the drowned 
youth Bartholomew, 122. the married man Boax Okkomiak, 
203. the youth Chrifian, 210. the boy,.273. the drown- 
ed married man Clemens, 324. the married man Daniel Si- 
mek, 1. 403. il. 148. the witnefs of Jefus, Daniel Angu- 
fina, il- 197. 237. 249. 390. (fee alfo Daniel). the fingle 
Brother Eleazar, 325. the mazried man Ekas, 114. the 
youth Ei/ha, 323. the drowned Brother Gideon, go. the 
youth Gregory, 301, the boy Henry, 21%. the boy Äufkea, 
You. I. | Cc) Fr 227° 
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227. the married man Jacob, 187. the fingle Brother Fehu 
Kuanak, 17. 53. 242. the youth Feremiab, 301. the mar- 
ried man Ignatius; 256. the drowned. youth Foel, 282.. 
‘the communicant John, 218. the child “ohn Ludwig, 
288. the boy Fonas, 189. the helper Jonathan Kaio, 53-5 

Sr. 141. 145. the married man I/aac Kainek, 52. 130% 
. 193. 255. (See Kainek) two married men of the name. 

Laban, 113. 378. the drowned boy Ludwig, 377. the, 

married man Manoab, 113. his widow, 257. the baptized. 

Martin, 35. the youth, 323. the helper Matthew Kajar-, 

nak, 1. 401. il. 44. 123. 188. the drowned boy Maz 

thew, ii, 302. the married man Mojes, ‘190. the youth, 

Nathan, 127. the helper Nathanael, 141. 161. 185..the — 

married man Nicodemus, 326. the married man Noah Nau-, — 

- agiak, 26. 32.42. joy and pain about thofe he left behind” 
him, 103. the helper Noah, 223. the married man Paul,. 

254. the fellow-labourer Peter, 89° 141. 217. the’ mar- 

tied man Samuel, 220. the firft-fruits Samuel Kajarnak, 

(See Samuel). the helper Simon Arbalik, (fee Simon). the 

married man Shem, 303. the fingle Brother Sigi/mund; 256.* 
the married man Solomon, 65. the married man Szephen, — 

288.the married man Thomas 203. the youth Timzus, 255. 

the old father Todzas, 137. the new communicant Zacchenss — 

191. the fingle Brother Zacheufingoak, 255. . ° © °° 

| IL. Of Greenland Sifters: ae 
Of the newly baptized Abigail, ii. 114. the married’ Wo- 
man Abifag, 272. the Sitter Agnes, 300. the firft fingle 
Sifter, Amalia, 137. the widow Anna Kajarnak, i. ‘401. 
_ di. 39. 191. the married woman Anna Catharina, ii. 226. 
the married woman Antonetta, 271. the helper Auzufina, 
242. the married woman Beata, 203. the matron Catherine . 
Okuifuk, 18. 33. 40. 185. the aged: Eve, 113. the widow. 
‘Gertrude, 185. the widow Hannah} 113. the married wo- 
man Hedwig, 202. the widow, 300. the widow Helena> 
203. the fingle Sifter Henrietta, 256. the widow. Kefura, 
186. the old widow Fae/, 147. the fingle Sifters wände | 
Judith Ifek, 33. 123. 126. 288. the widow Lowija, 169. - 
the fingle Sifter Maachah, 173. the:helper Maria Barbara, 
221. the fingle Sifter, 287. the fingle Sifter Mary Elizabeth, 
137. thefingle Silter Pexinna, 272. the widow Rath, tgo. 
the helper Sarah Puffimek, (fee Sarah). the helper Sophia, 
27. 50, 51.146. the fingle Sifter Shulamith, 211. ‘Sibylla, — 
Tettamak’s widow, 220. the fingle Sifter Su/anna, 378. the 
widow Therefa, 189. the widow Veronica, 221. the married 
woman. Wilhelmina, 222. eae 


- Petrifcations, 1. 59. « 


/ 


Pirates; 


~ 
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Pirates, the Greenlanders on the water in danger from them, 
ii. 197. one gotridof, 246. - - | 
Pifhkfarbik, 1. 9. 264. ii. 120. m - 
Ple/s (the King’s Chamberlain) helps the Brethren in going- 
to Greenland, i. 324. his judicious thoughts concerning 
the initruments God makes ufe of for his purpoies, 32 5 

Porpoifes, 1. 114. 

Poor, fee Widows. 

Poverty of Spirit, comfortably difcovered in’ the believing 
Greenlanders, ii. 35. 40. 60, 61. 318. 355. 386, note. 
‚See 451, ce. particularly in the helpers, 319, Se. 337. 
. 393. commendably alfo in the Miffionaries, 24. 46. 

Prayer, acompleat one in three petitions, ii, 213. one of 
a Greenlander to the Holy Ghoft, 268. that diftrefs teach- 

es to pray, experimentally feen in the new-converted 

' Greenlanders, 10. 35. RER 

Preaching public, by the Miflionaries and helpers, regulation 
OF It Du ja22. cs 2 | | 

Prefervations from and in perils of life, ii. 48.77. 90. 108. 
‘199. 209.205. 281. 308. 322. 342, 343-. 349. 376. 

__ with good effect on the heart, 27. 358. in dangers of fire, 
Iran, ar, 

Pride, this depravity in the Greenlanders alfo, ii. 250. 264. 

Provifions, fcarcity of, in Lichtenfels, ii. 356. contentment of 
the believers, and hand of Providence on this occafion, 

bid. | 7 
| R. 


Ravens, i. 78. ; | 

Reafon human, even in the Greenlanders, fights. againft 

- faith, 1. 194. | 

| Reception and Baptifm, the waiting forit turns to joy, ii. 62. 

„244. 373. for foul and body, 389. 

 Rein-deer, 1. 70. the hunting of them, under the infpedtion 

_ of the Miffionary, ii.. 85. is however more hurtful than 
proftable to the Greenlanders, 165. 173. 405. 

Reproach, the bittereft, thrown on the Brethren’s Miffion- 
‚work, 1.:376. ote, foon removed, zézd.. marks the follow- 

“ers of Jefus evenin Greenland, 1. 195. 

Referipts, royal, concerning the Miflion, 1. 343. ii. 25. 130. 

Wye re 

Refurre@ion, the Greenlanders notion of it, 1. 205. 

Return (welcome) of fheep that had wandered, u. 44. 65. 
"143. 316. 360. 366. 373. of one thathad been put out, 
88. 


Reufs (the King’s chaplain) promotes the Brethren’s going 
' „30 Greenland, 1. 323... x 
Kkz Ritten- 
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Ritten-benk, colony, i. 15. 

ivers and Fountains, 1. 41. 
Rocks, 1. 53. 
Rote (learning by) diferetion ufed therein, ii. 430. 
Rudberg (Peter) comes as affiftant to Greenland, ii. 233. 
Ruins of the old Norwegian buildings, i, 291.293. ~ 


M. 
Sailors (Dutch) vifit in New-Herrnhuth, ii. 215. 


Salmon-trout, 493. 0° 
Samuel Kajarnak, firftling of the Greenlanders, is awakened, 
“is 386. remains ftedfaft, 388, &r, is baptized, 4or. flies 
from affaflins, 403. returns from the South with bleffing, 
ii. 6. is a lively witnefs to his country-people, zı. 13.4 | 
man of faith, 12. a partaker of the reproach of Chrift, 
ibid. his anointed laft hours and edifying funeral, 14, &r, 
his unlike brother, 16. vik a eier 
Sarah Puffimek, her awakening and baptifm, ii. 7. her tefti- 
monies, 9. 20. 30. 39. 56. 83. her letter, 60. happy 
end at Herrnhuth, 124. ‘ | oan | 
‘Satan, his work in the children of unbelief even in Green-. 
land, 11, 73. 367. ° : “Dea ea 
Savages in Greenland, their origin, is 257, why the Green- 
“ Janders are termed favages, 183. their difpofition with 
regard to the Chriftian religion, 287. 290. 294. 296.299: 
306. 313. 335. 340. 341. 349. 350. 376, Se. 397. U: 
33. 107. 249. their judgments thereof, i. 298. 377, 378: 
380. il. 36. 52. 54. arenot too favage for the holy {pi- 
rit, 11. 226. the moft of them convinced, 383. grow worfe 
among 'themfelves, as the congregation ‘on the other hand: 
internally improves, 106. danger to new converts by con- 
verfing with them, 69. See Greenlanders. . 
School of the Greenland children, i. ‘390. ii, 5. 22. 126. 


240. Az, f 
Scripture Texts (the daily), bleffing attending the fame among 
the believing Greenlanders, ii. 355. deed ts 
Scolpings, 1. 95. 2 x ; is 
Scofing, {pirit of, fome in Greenland alfo capable of it, ii. 
184. A bean at NE FAR 
Scurvy, 1. 46. the firft Mifionaries of the Brethren attacked 
with it, 338. 5 | pe | 
Scurvy-Gra/s, i. 61. cures the Brethren of that difeafe, 339. 
Sea, Ged’s wonders gratefully experienced thereon, ü. 182. 
Sea-Animals,;'1. To6. “3, Re eh 
Sea and Strand-Birds, i. 80. 
Sea-Gow; 1. 125. er 


. 


Sea. 
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Sea-Grafs, i. 67. 
Sea-Serpent, 1. 116. : 
Seal, or Sea-Calf,-i. 122. 128. the principal food of the 
_ Greenlanders, 130. ii. 405. manner of catching them by 
the Europeans, i. 129. by the Greenlanders, 154, Se. 
Seducers, put away from the people, ii. 88. iR. 
Self-Examination, hours thereof introduced among the Mifi- 
. gnaries itso blefling, i. 351. the Greenland expreffion far 
it, ii. 369. | 
Servants of God, deportmentas fuch, to the fatisfa@ion alfo 
of the magiftrate, ii. 409. rayne: 
Servants, of each fex, the firft congregation-ones in New- 
_ Herrnhuth, ii. 61, their office, 418. ha “ 
Severin (the merchant) undertakes the trade to Greenland 
324. 
Shark 1. 103. 
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Sheep, 1.74. the keeping of them in Greenland begun with 
profit, il. 299. even fpiritual, 363. fate 
Ships-Crews, their behaviour towards paffenger Brethren lau. 
dably altered, ii. 277, &c. Spake 
_ Schneider (Daniel) comes to Greenland, ii. 23. goes back, 
25. (John) comes as affiftant to Greenland, 3. 
Shrubs, fee Coppice-Wood: 
Sick, the viliting of them in the Sound, ii. 388. the care 
“ of them, 441. | | 
Sifting, arifing from felf-love, poflible alfo among the be- 
“ lieving Greenlanders, ii, 29, &. . 
Similitudes, a method of teaching ufed by the Greenland help- 
“ers, il, 237. 287. 320, 321. 334. 385. 392. | 
Simon Arbalık, his awakening and baptifm, ii. 21. 32. his 
 teflimonies, 35. 39. 84, marriage with Sarah, 47. voy- 
ageto Europe, 123. happy end at Herrnhuth, 124, ' 
Singing, furprifingly fweet, of the believing Greenlanders, 
“HH. 162. 370. 423. fome mufic alfo ufed, zdd. finging- 
hours and finging-fchools, 45. 101. how much blefs’d to 
the awakened Greenlanders, 77d. 
Singing-Birds, 1.77. 

Single Brethren build a choir-houfe, ii. 201, 
Sinner (a poor), an expreflion liable ‘to be mifunderftood in 
Greenlandifh as well as other languages, ii. 345. (note). 

Sinnerhood, Sinnerlikene/s, fee Poverty of Spirit. 
Skins of beaits and fowls, how drefled, i. 166. 
- Skrellings, appellation of the Greenlanders formerly, i, 132. 


207% 
Bl pox, depopulates Greenland, 1. 333. the condu& of 
~ both Miffions on that occafion, 335. gives the Greenland- 
ers a good impreffion, zbid. | 
il | Snails, 
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Snails, i. 99: | d 

Seerenfen (John) comes as afliftant to Greenland, ii, ag 

_ marries, 126. is ordained Deacon, ‚172. vifits in German, 
(ny, 233. returns, 247. 

Soelenthal (Baron of) is “helpful to the Brethren’ s going db 

"Greenland, i. 343. 

Sorcerers, refift the work of God in Greenland, i. 50. St 


w 


9. 

ae EN 

Soul, the abfurd thoughts ‚of, the Greenlanders, in their n na- 

tural. fate, concerning it, 1...200: IL 289. 

Sound, Nepijet-Sound, 1. 9. Ust 74+ 

Soyth-bay, colony, 1. 14. $ | 

Southlanders, 1..174..270...00 account of traffic, travel to the 
North, 174. thus hear the Gofpel, ii, 170. the firft fruit 
of their vilit in New-Herrnhuth, i. 385. more, 403. ii. 
.g. 26. 73. 178. 235.248. 273..invite the Brethren into 

"their country, 274. fruit of their vifit in Lichtenfels, 346. 

Qt. 

ii great and fmall, according to the idea of the ee 
landers, 1. 205% of the elements, .208. 

Sponfors at baptifm, intention and benefit of appointing them, 
1:27. 

BR, goes to Greenland, i. 315. 322. vifits in 
Germany, 366. returns, 371. goes again to Germany, 391. 

Stach (Matthew) firft Miflionary of the Brethren, goes to 
Greenland, i. 320. his own account of his firft call thi- 
ther,’ zbid. ‘faithful hand of God at the difpatching of him 

and his companions in Copenhagen, 324. vifits in Germa- 
ny, li. 3. is ordained Prieft, 24. acknowledged as. fuch . 
in Copenhagen, 25. returns to. Greenland, zbid. makes 

‚another vifitin Germany, 98. is called away, 148.. goes 
to Greenland again with the fecond vifitator, 153. res 
turns to Europe, 224. receives a call again to ereét the 
new Miflion at Lichtenfels, 276. his four weeks fojourn- 
ment among the favages, 1. 3 

Stach (Thomas) Greenland {choolmafter, returns to Europe; 
li, 14 

Stach (the widow) goes AS her two daughters to Greenland, 

wee Fi 

Siqiep nok. ig oe 

Stone, forts thereof, 1. 

en the fame that caufes diftrefs, proves beneficial, 1. 238 
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Subjens, children of God,-the beit, il. 409. 
Sucklings (orphan) how cared for, il. 226. 

Sub U j ai bleffing, amiidit poverty, ii. 408. | 
Summers 
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Summer, i 1, 43+. 
Sun, the j joy. of a Pa ee he the true one arofe in his 
heart, il. 11: - 
Sun-Feaft :of the Cacseh nieces 1. 175. the Chriftian one in) 
Greenland ¢ on St, Lhomas’s-day, ii. 231. 422s 
Sword-ifh, 1. 1 rat 


Tartars, in the north of Afia, refemblance of the Greenland- 

“ers 'to them, i. 259. | 

Teachers, the firft from among the Greenlanders, i i,” 101. 

Terra Labrador, the Brethren get acquainted with the favages 
there, i. 262. (note). 

Teftimonies uttered by the believing Greenlanders, i 11,08. 
10, II. 28, ‚29. 35. 38. 49. 51. 56. (fee Dikourfes) 
‘thoughts concerning. them, 96. ‚put the’ gainfayers to 
‘ fhame, 39 


Tettamak, a foröeret and murderer, i is convinced, ii. 20. ‚36. 

« his end, 178. 5 

Thomas’s (St.) cloyfter in old Giealand. i. 265. TR 

Tide, at tullmoon, effect thereof i in Greenland, il. 77. See 
Ebb and Flood. 

Top (Mr. Albert) Danith Miffionary i: 292. goes back, 305. 

Torngak, the Greenlanders familiar fpirit,-i. 206. 

Torngarfuk, the great {pirit among the Greenlanders, i, zot. 
200. 

Trade (the Danith) dificult beginning of it in Greenland, i, 

“288. 295. 304. 31% new regulation init, ii.130. with 
an influence on the Brethren’s Miflion ‘which they were 
thankful for, zbid. is augmented by, means of the Bre- 
‚ thren’s fettlements, 357. 405. 409. 

"Train-Cafh begun, ii. 202..towhat end, 410 ; 

Tranflations, of the middle part of the Creed, Au 227. 0F 
fome verfes, 229. 

7 ruth, obtains one victory after the ne tr are i 

) CV. 

Vifit of Greenlanders (to them beneficial) at New- Herrnhuch, 
ii. 292, &e. 328. at Lichtenfels, 311. 344. 

Vifiting Fourneys of the Miflionaries, i. 339. 347, 348- 379- 

‘ 394: il. ı8. Kr 35. 50. Tie 131. 159. 193» 23% 239- 

eel 4.7 I. 

F: Seana tie feeattd; a diary thereof, ii. ei; Gr. 
Grajman and Watteville. 

Voyages, aquick one from New-York to New-Hermhuth, 
div\125. dangerous Ones of the Miflionaries, (fee Mz/- 

| onaries). 
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onaries). of the Greenlanders, 108. 199. 247. 265. 308. 
‚difference acknowledged between:the ‘treatment fhewn the - 
Brethren on former voyages and now; i. 5 ca 
Underftanding, conviction there; how far it may yet be from 
the converfion of the heart, ii. 129.) 


W. 


Wares, what forts bought andfold in Greenland; i, 175. 
Warmth, 1. 44. : | : eae 
Watteville, (Bifhop Fobn de) goes on a vifitation to Green- 
land, ii. 153. See Vifitation, © | 
Weather, i. 46. 50. x" 
Weft-Friefland, or Land of Bus, 1. 273. mie) 
W eft-fide of Greenland, or Davis's Straits; 1. 3. defcription 
thereof in old times, 246. at prefent, 4. ny 
Whales, 1. 106. a dead one thankfully met with, ii. 109. 
again, 248. a poifoned one occafions great calamity, 41. 
but alfo the faving of .a boy’s foul, 42. o 
Whale-Fijbery, of the Dutch, i. 118. of the Greenlanders, 
121. 
Whalt’s-Food, i. 102. 
White-Fifh, i. 114. 
Whit-Sunday, fee Pentecoft. on 
Widows and Orphans, their piteous condition among the 
Greenlanders, ii. 406. the Brethren’s care for them, did. 
See alfo 226. 
Will (good) without effe&t, ii. 382. as 
Willocks, i. 84. an event concerning them like that of the 
manna, il. 139. ee 
Winds, 1. 46. , 
Wine-Land, a colony of Icelanders and Greenlanders, i. 254, 
Ge. ; 

Winter, i..42. extraordinary hard one in Greenland, ii. 157.. 
again, 212. amilder, 233. another, 286. | 
Witchcraft, a general fufpicion among the infidels that the 

Gofpel was fuch a thing, 11. 284. | Ee 
W itne/s-Impulfe, abates in appearance among the baptized 

Greenlanders, ii. 96. yet with benefit, 262d. 
Women’ s-boat, 1.448. 
Wood, {ee Drift-wood. 


Word of the day, at the firft Brethren’s fetting off for Green- 
land, i. 326, at their arrival in. Ball’s-River, 327. on the 
fecond Brethren’s voyage, 344. at the firftawakening, 385. 
(rote) at the firft miniftration of baptifm,401. (note). at the 
entrance of the fecond vifitator into Greenland, ii, 156, 


at pitching upon the ground for Lichtenfels, 279. = » 
or foip 


» 
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Worfkip divine (public) defcription of it in the Greenland 
congregation, on feftivals, fundays, and week-days, ii. 418, 


€¥c. the impreflion of it, when a reafonable fervice, on the 
wild Greenlanders, 292, 


Z. 


Zinzendorf (the late Count of) his early views and endea- 
vours towards the converfion of the Heathen, i. 316. his 
hymn upon fome Greenlanders fallen afleep, ii. 223. (Count 
Chriftian-Renatus) blefling attending his Hymns tranilated 
into Greenlandith, 307. 

Loophytes, 1. 102. 

Lukkertop, colony and miflion, i. 12, 
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Preface, page 1. line 22. read to believe. 

Vol. I. p. 55: diz. antepenult. read Siphmis. p. 83: 1. 3. 
The Emmer. p. 208. le 3. for $. 21. r. $. 40. Vol. II. 
p- 140. I. 2y. for Beck r. Boehnifh. p. 220. I. 30. for 
Peter r. Samuel. p. 303. running Title, r. 1759. p. 348. 
I. 24. dele comma after Remember. p. 364. 1. 16. for bear’s- 
fichh, r. berries. 
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